
   
MUTH 1410 – AURAL SKILLS I 

FALL 2013 
 

Instructor:  Dr. Jaymee Haefner 
Email:  Jaymee.Haefner@unt.edu 
Office: MU268 
Phone: 940-565-3739 
Office hours: Mondays 2-3pm (Chilton office) 
 Wednesdays 2-3pm (MU268) 
 and by appointment 
 
 
Class Meeting Time:  Sect. 008: 11-11:50 in MU250 
     
Prerequisites:  Accepted Music Major or permission of instructor. 
Co-requisite:   MUTH 1400    
Required Materials:  Robert Ottman Music for Sight-Singing, 9th ed., staff paper, pencils 
 

WELCOME TO MUTH 1410 
 

Course Goals: 
 Sing and identify:  

o major and minor scales 
 read in both treble and bass clef 

o diatonic intervals 
o sonorities (triads: major, minor, diminished sixth, augmented) 
o diatonic triads (major and minor keys, all inversions) 
o dominant sevenths (root position only) 
o cadences (authentic, half, plagal, deceptive) 
o basic rhythmic patterns in simple and compound meters 
o basic conducting patterns for two, three, and four-beat meters  
o three-chord progressions (prepared and unprepared) 

 

Your mastery of the above materials will be demonstrated through the following activities: 
 1. In-class activities (sight-reading, dictations, etc.) 
 2. Preparation of hearing materials 
 3. Performance at sight of simpler exercises 
 4. Aural recognition of intervals, sonorities, simple pitch patterns, scale types and chord  

    progressions 
5. Melodic and rhythmic dictation of music 
7. Improvisation 

             
  



   
 

GRADING FOR FALL 2013 
 

Wednesday, August 28, 2013—Monday, December 9, 2013 
 
Exams 40% 
In-Class/Individual Hearing Exams 40% 
Quizzes 10% 
Transcription Project 10% 
 
Exams (400; 4 @ 100 ea.)  
 
Hearings (400; 4 @ 100 ea.)   
 
Quizzes (100; several short quizzes: 10 @ 10 ea.)  
 
Transcription Project (100) 
  
 

Grades   
                                                               

As is the case in all other skills classes, a minimum grade of C (70%, or 700 points) is required to 
pass to the next level. Use the included grade breakdown sheet to keep careful track of your grades 
and attendance. There are 1000 points possible: 

 
Passing Grades 

900-1000 A 
800-899 B 
700-799 C 

Non-Passing Grades 
600-699 D 

0-599 F 

 
Satisfactory Progress 

Satisfactory progress must be demonstrated in both areas of aural skills—dictation and sight 
singing—in order to pass the course and proceed to Aural Skills II.  Failure to participate in exams, 
sight-singing hearings, and activities may result in a grade of WF. 
 

Attendance 
The acquisition of musical/ aural skills takes time and dedication to the assigned tasks; therefore, 
class attendance is mandatory and is monitored according to the following schedule: 

 0-2 absences: No questions asked 
 3 absences: Final grade lowered 1 letter grade (if A = 95 then B = 85) 
 4 absences: Final grade lowered 2 letter grades (if A = 95 then C = 75) 
 5 absences: Notice of pending automatic withdrawal is sent 
 6th absence: Withdrawn (WF)  

Upon the fifth unexcused absence, notification will be sent via e-mail from the instructor to the 
student stating that the student will be withdrawn from class with a grade of WF through the 
registrar's office, for non-attendance, upon the sixth absence. 

 Only university sanctioned absences are excused. It is the student’s responsibility to notify 
the instructor of university excused absences by an official email or by bringing an official 
letter before they are absent. 



   
 Absence due to illness may be excused with proper documentation at the discretion of the 

instructor. In case of illness resulting in missed class(es) assignments, or quizzes, contact the 
instructor via e-mail immediately.  

 Makeup quizzes will not be given for unexcused absences. 
 Classes will begin promptly. If students are late, this may count toward absence at the 

discretion of the instructor. All assignments are due on the assigned date at the beginning of 
class without exception; please note that failure to come to class prepared (i.e. with 
assignment completed for submission) can count as a class absence. 

 If students are absent (excused or unexcused), it is their responsibility to do the assignments 
and to turn them in on or before the day that they were originally due. 

 
 

Transcription Project 
This project will take place near the end of the semester and will involve transcribing music from a 
recording, as well as making analytical observations about the work (100 points). You will be given at 
least two weeks to work on this project. This project must be completed independently, without 
consultation or discussion with other students. UNT policies on academic integrity (see below) will be 
strictly enforced on the project. While it is ordinarily encouraged for you to study in small groups as you 
prepare for hearings and exams, this is not acceptable for the project. 
 

Tips for Hearings 
Strategies for preparing sight-singing melodies, rhythms, exercises as well as tips for success in skills 
courses in general will be posted to the class website (Blackboard). 
 

In-class extra credit quizzes 
Extra credit quizzes may be given at any time at the discretion of the instructor. These will consist of 
material recently covered in class, and your success on these quizzes will depend on your general 
attendance and preparation (generally worth 5-10 points each). 
 

Office of Disability Accommodation 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you 
with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your 
specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of 
accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester 
and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional 
information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You 
may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 
 

Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress (Undergraduates) 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial 
aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing 
a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term.   Students cannot exceed 
attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the 
required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility. 
  
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to 
do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. Please visit 



   
http://financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-progress-requirements for more information 
about financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be wise for you to schedule a meeting 
with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to 
discuss dropping a course being doing so. 
 

Academic Integrity 
Academic integrity demands that students not engage in or tolerate acts of falsification, misrepre-
sentation, or deception. Evidence of collusion, plagiarism, or other cheating on assignments, 
quizzes, or examinations will be regarded very seriously and dealt with severely. All transcription 
assignments are to be completed by you alone, without the assistance of others (including artificial 
intelligence).  University regulations concerning academic dishonesty will be strictly enforced. 
 
Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity.  Any 
suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the University Policy and 
procedures.  Possible academic penalties range from a verbal or written admonition to a grade of “F” 
in the course.  Further sanctions may apply to incidents involving major violations.  You will find the 
policy and procedures at:  http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm. 

 
Student Behavior in the Classroom 

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum 
at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider 
whether the student’s conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university’s expectations 
for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, 
labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at:  
www.unt.edu/csrr. 
 

Incompletes and Withdrawals 
A grade of Incomplete (I) is reserved for extraordinary circumstances (normally a serious illness or 
death in the family at or near the end of the semester).  Please contact me as soon as possible if a 
problem arises.  An automatic grade of W is possible through Monday, October 8, 2013. 
  



   
Your Grades 

 
This page is designed to help you keep track of your progress.  
 
 
4 Exams @ 100 points each (400)   Your score 
 
 Exam 1                    ________ 
 Exam 2                   ________ 
 Exam 3                    ________ 
 Exam 4                    ________ 
  
4 Hearings @ 100 points each (400)     
 
 Hearing 1                  ________  
 Hearing 2                  ________ 
 Hearing 3                  ________ 
 Hearing 4                  ________ 
 
 
10 Short Quizzes @ 10 points each (100) 
 
 Quiz 1 ________  Quiz 6 ________ 
 Quiz 2  ________  Quiz 7  ________ 
 Quiz 3  ________  Quiz 8  ________ 
 Quiz 4  ________  Quiz 9  ________ 
 Quiz 5  ________  Quiz 10  ________ 
 

(100): _______ 
 
       
Transcription Project (100)           ________ 
  
 
Bonus Quizzes (list in the margin)              ________ 
                             + 

       
Total (1000)                       ________ (see p. iv for letter grade table) 
 

 
 
 
 

  



   
MUTH 1410 Important Dates 

Fall 2013 
 
 

 
Unit One (Begins August 28) 
 Monday, September 2 Labor Day (No Class) 
 Monday, September 9 Hearing 1 Begins 
 Friday, September 13 Exam 1 
 
 
Unit Two (Begins September 16) 
 Monday, October 7 Hearing 2 Begins 
 Friday, October 11 Exam 2 
 
  
Unit Three (Begins October 14) 
 Monday, November 4 Hearing 3 Begins 
 Friday, November 8 Exam 3 
 
  
Unit Four (Begins November 11) 
 Friday, November 29 Thanksgiving Break (No Class) 
 Monday, December 2 Hearing 4 Begins 
 Friday, December 6 Reading Day (No Class)   
 
 
Final Exam: 
 Sect. 008: Monday, December 9, 10:30am-12:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 


