
PSCI 2306.231
U.S. & Texas Government – Constitutions and Institutions

Spring 2023 8w2
Online

Instructor Dr. Jacqueline DeMeritt
jdemeritt@unt.edu

Office: Wooten Hall 164
Office hours: Available by appointment (see below)

Please contact me if you have substantive questions about the course material, any problems
with administration or procedural matters such as incorrect grades, or problems with home-
work. I am available to meet with you, either virtually or in person, by appointment Monday
through Friday between 9am and 5pm. Email (jdemeritt@unt.edu) is an excellent way to set
up a meeting or otherwise reach me; Canvas messenger works as well. If you write me M–F
during normal business hours, I should get back to you within 24 hours. If I don’t, please feel
free to send me a reminder! A note on etiquette: (1) please sign your emails with your first and
last name, (2) please include an appropriate salutation, and (3) please ask a specific question
if you need a response. See further notes on communication below.

Course Prerequisites: None

Course Description:

As you begin this course, you should keep two things in mind:

1. Government matters to you. Regardless of your age, citizenship, race, religion, or gender,
you value something in this world (your family, your education, money, faith ... what-
ever!). Chances are very good that government policy affects those things you value in
some way. For example, if you value education, government policy helps determine how
you are educated in K-12, the availability and accessibility or higher education, and what
rights you have as a student. If you want to protect the things you value, you need to
understand what the government does, why the government does what it does, and what
you (as a member of this community) can do to affect government policy. You may be
taking this class because it is required, but the material we cover has real-world impli-
cations for your life, and mastering this material can give you the tools to protect the
things you value.

2. Rules matter. Institutional structure and the rules by which they operate shape the out-
comes of the governmental process. This class will introduce you to the institutions of
government, the logic behind their structure and operation, and the rules that constrain
their behavior (with particular emphasis on the U.S. Constitution).

Course Objectives:

Students who master the content of this course will be able to:
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1. Explain philosophical traditions that inform the U.S. and Texas constitutions (includ-
ing classical liberalism, republicanism, federalism, separation of powers, and checks and
balances)

2. Evaluate the balance of power between the branches of government, state and national
governments, and the people and the state

3. Evaluate constitutional and extra-constitutional powers of the three branches of govern-
ment at both the Texas and national levels

4. Interpret the role of minority groups in U.S. politics

5. Evaluate the democratic nature and effectiveness of the U.S. and Texas institutions of
government (including their constitutions)

Course Materials:

This course will use an online textbook: Evans & Michaud, Central Ideas in American Govern-
ment + 2306 Workbook, Soomo. You can purchase the book directly through the course Canvas
site (recommended) OR you can purchase an access code from the UNT bookstore. If you are
waiting for financial aid, you can sign up for a short free trial of the materials via Canvas, but
you will need to purchase the materials soon.

You will also access to our Packback learning community, for which there is no cost. For more
information, see syllabus section Packback Discussion Community below.

Communication:

Because this is an online course, we will use a variety of communication tools of facilitate the
class. Although our course will not meet face-to-face, I am available to assist you in learning
the course material and succeeding in the class. To this end, we will use the following tools:

Announcements. I will post course announcements on Canvas. Each time I post an an-
nouncement, it will also be distributed to your UNT email account. As a result, it is vital that
you use and check your UNT email account. It is your responsibility to check the class Canvas
page on a regular basis to remain up-to-date on assignments and announcements.

Office Hours. I won’t be seeing you every week, but I am right here when you need me! I will
host on-demand office hours in person, via Zoom, or via telephone based on your preference.
To set up a date, time, and method by which to meet, please email me at jdemeritt@unt.edu
or send a message in Canvas.

Primary Contact. For questions or course concerns outside of virtual office hours, it is best
to contact me via email (jdemeritt@unt.edu). When contacting me via email, please be sure to
use your UNT email address so that I am certain to receive your message. When emailing me,
please include your name in the email message and PSCI 2306 in the message subject.
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Students can expect to receive a response to emailed questions within 24 hours of sending a
message M–F during the periods in which the university is in session. Questions emailed during
the evening or on weekends and holidays will be answered by the end of the next business day.

Assignments and Grading:

Grades are assigned in accordance with the following scale:

90 - 100% = A 70 - 79% = C below 60% = F
80 - 89% = B 60 - 69% = D

Specifications for Grading

• Exams (50% of your final course grade)

There will be four exams in this course: three unit exams and a cumulative final exam.
Exams will cover material from the textbook and workbook readings. I will drop your
lowest exam grade, so if you struggle with one exam, you can make up for it by sat-
isfactorily completing the final. Alternatively, if you have already completed the three
unit exams to your satisfaction, you do not need to take the final. Exams will consist of
objective questions (multiple choice, true/false, and matching).

• Get the Gist Assignments (15% of your final course grade)

Some of the chapters in our online text are actual text chapters (the others are labeled
“Workbook”). For all the regular text chapters (12 in total), there are multiple choice
questions at the bottom of each page. These multiple choice questions can be answered
repeatedly until you get them all correct.

• Workbook Assignments (20% of your final course grade)

There are eight workbook chapters. Each chapter is organized around the four learning
objectives adopted by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (critical thinking,
communication, personal responsibility, and social responsibility). Each chapter includes
four essays that expound upon course concepts and give students an opportunity to apply
those concepts. Workbook assignments count for 15% of your final course grade.

• Packback Discussion Community (15% of your final course grade)

The Packback Questions platform will be used for online discussion about real-world
governmental institutions and politics. Packback Questions is an online curiosity com-
munity where you can be fearlessly curious and ask BIG questions about how what we’re
studying relates to real life. As a member of this community, your responsibilities are
twofold:
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1. Two weeks of the semester, you will post one question about real-world US or Texas
government and politics. The schedule for asking questions is alphabetical based on
last name and is available in the Start Here module on Canvas. Your post should
provide sufficient background information for students who are unfamiliar with the
subject to be able to engage and answer your question. Links to factual, valid,
and reliable outside resources are also a plus. The deadline for posting questions is
Wednesday 11:59 PM each week, beginning the second week of class.

2. Every week, including the week that you ask a question, you will answer two of your
classmates’ questions. The deadline for answering questions is Friday 11:59 PM each
week, beginning the second week of class.

On weeks where you both ask and answer, you will receive 50 points for asking your
question and 25 points for each of your two answers. On weeks that you answer but do
not ask, each of your two answers will be worth 50 points.

Before you start posting, be sure to read the Community Guidelines found in the tutorial
on Packback. If your post doesn’t follow the Packback Community Guidelines, there is
a chance it will be removed and you won’t receive points for that post. Packback will
email you if they remove your post, and give you an opportunity to post again
– Pease check your spam, junk, and other folders often!

To start posting on Packback Questions, navigate to the Packback tab in Canvas and
follow the instructions to get single sign-on. It’s that easy!

For a brief introduction to Packback Questions and why we are using it in class, watch this
video: vimeo.com/packback/Welcome-to-Packback-Questions. Finally, if you have
any Packback-related questions at any time, please visit the Packback Help Center at
https://packback.zendesk.com/hc/en-us or email support@packback.co. They are
available seven days a week and are there to help you succeed!

Other Class Policies:

ADA Statement: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation
for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register
with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is
verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to
faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request
reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation
should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation.
Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester
and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are
strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours
or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters
during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional infor-
mation see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You
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may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Cheating and Plagiarism: Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive an “unsat-
isfactory” for that particular assignment or exam. Additionally, the incident will be reported
to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, which may impose a further penalty. Ac-
cording to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating” includes, but is not limited to: a. use of
any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the
aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports,
solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission,
of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university;
d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a differ-
ent class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to
give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a.
the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished
work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent
unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling
of term papers or other academic materials. The use of ChatGPT or other AI to complete
coursework is equally prohibited and punishable.

Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability
to conduct a class or other students’ opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and
will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Disruptive/abusive online comments
will be deleted, and the student will receive a warning about inappropriate behavior. After
receiving a warning about inappropriate behavior (or in the case of behavior deemed harmful
or threatening to any member of the UNT community), the instructor may refer the student to
the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student’s conduct
violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university’s expectations for student conduct ap-
ply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion
groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr

Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses

Federal Regulation

To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking on-
line courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website at http://www.ecfr.gov/.
The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at Title 8 CFR 214.2 Para-
graph (f)(6)(i)(G).

The paragraph reads:

(G) For F-1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equiv-
alent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be
counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through dis-
tance education and does not require the student’s physical attendance for classes, examination
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or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is
a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or computer transmis-
sion including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing,
or computer conferencing. If the F-1 student’s course of study is in a language study program,
no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student’s full
course of study requirement.

University of North Texas Compliance

To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need
to engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must
be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus
exam, participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience
integral to the completion of this course.

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student?s responsibility to do the following:

1. Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component
within one week of the start of the course.

2. Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing
with a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office. ISSS has a
form available that you may use for this purpose.

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure
about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course,
s/he should contact the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone
940-565-2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week
deadline.

This syllabus is a guideline and is subject to change at any time.
UPDATED: March 19, 2023
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Week Dates Unit Topic Soomo chapters
Week 1 March 20-24 0: Intro intro none
Week 1 1: Foundations US Constitution Chapter 1
Week 2 March 27-31 1: Foundations Texas Constitution Chapters 2 and 3
Week 2 1: Foundations Federalism Chapter 4
Week 3 April 3-7 1: Foundations Texas Federalism Chapters 5 and 6
Week 3 1: Foundations EXAM 1 (Fri 4/7)

Week 4 April 10-14 2: Elected Politics Congress Chapters 7 and 8
Week 4 2: Elected Politics Presidency Chapters 9 and 10
Week 5 April 17-21 2: Elected Politics Bureaucracy Chapters 11 and 12
Week 5 2: Elected Politics TX Leg/Exec Chapters 13, 14, and 15
Week 6 April 24-28 2: Elected Politics EXAM 2 (Mon 4/24)

Week 6 3: Countermajoritarian Politics Courts Chapters 16 and 17
Week 7 May 1-5 3: Countermajoritarian Politics Texas Courts Chapter 18
Week 7 3: Countermajoritarian Politics Civil Liberties Chapters 19 and 20
Week 8 May 8-11 3: Countermajoritarian Politics Civil Rights Chapters 21 and 22
Week 8 3: Countermajoritarian Politics EXAM 3 (Thur 5/11)

Final Exam Final exam open Friday 5/12 from 12am-11:59pm

Soomo (Textbook + Workbook) Deadlines & Exam Dates

UNIT 1 (Chapters 1 through 6) due Friday April 7 at 11:59pm
Exam 1 open Fri April 7 from 12am-11:59pm

UNIT 2 (Chapters 7 through 15) due Monday 4/24 at 11:59pm
Exam 2 open Mon 4/24 from 12am-11:59pm

UNIT 3 (Chapters 16 through 22) due Thursday 5/11 at 11:59pm
Exam 3 open Thursday 5/11 from 12am-11:59pm



WEEK
DEADLINE TO ASK 

QUESTIONS:
DEADLINE TO 

ANSWER QUESTIONS:
WHO ASKS ONE 

QUESTION?

WHO ANSWERS 
TWO 

QUESTIONS?

1

2 W 3/29 at 11:59pm F 3/31 at 11:59pm
Students with last names 

starting in A through I EVERYONE

3 W 4/5 at 11:59pm F 4/7 at 11:59pm
Students with last names 

starting in J through Q EVERYONE

4 W 4/12 at 11:59pm F 4/14 at 11:59pm
Students with last names 

starting in R through Z EVERYONE

5 W 4/19 at 11:59pm F 4/21 at 11:59pm
Students with last names 

starting in A through I EVERYONE

6 W 4/26 at 11:59pm F 4/28 at 11:59pm
Students with last names 

starting in J through Q EVERYONE

7 W 5/3 at 11:59pm F 5/5 at 11:59pm
Students with last names 

starting in R through Z EVERYONE
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PACKBACK SCHEDULE & DEADLINES

No packback assignment this week.

No packback assignment this week.


