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INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT

Course description and objectives

This course is designed to introduce you to the conditions that make for war and peace in world
politics. Many of todays interesting and important political events happen in the international
arena, and revolve around issues of war and peace. Therefore, it serves us to have an understand-
ing of how and why these events unfold.

The course is organized in four parts, beginning with a brief examination of historical patterns and
trends in warfare. Then, we will examine the causes or correlates of war. Third, we will look at the
outcomes and consequences of international conflict, and we will conclude by studying a variety of
solutions that have been offered to prevent or limit war.

Upon successfully completing this course, you will be familiar with many of the factors that seem
to attenuate or aggravate conflict between states. More importantly, you will be able to apply these
factors to real-world scenarios (e.g., studying historical cases of war or assessing the prospects for
future conflict in trouble areas around the world).

Course materials

There are 2 required books, available at the usual Denton locations. You may also order them
online via Amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com, half.com, powells.com or another online retailer:
These online bookstores often offer textbook at substantial discounts over the traditional university
bookstores. If ordering textbooks online, please make sure you get the correct edition:

1. Morgan, Patrick M. 2006. International Security: Problems and Solutions, 1st edition. Wash-
ington, D.C.: CQ Press.

2. Betts, Richard K. (ed.) 2008. Conflict after the Cold War, 3rd edition. Boston: Pearson
Longman.

From time to time, you will also need to access reading assignments online, either via JSTOR or
directly through the web:

1. JSTOR: An academic journal service that UNT provides for us. Access is free from any
UNT computer (e.g., in computer labs or dorms, or through UNT wireless networks); you
can search for individual articles by author or title, or browse by journal name and issue at
www.jstor.org/cgi-bin/jstor/listjournal

2. Web: The remaining readings are available online, via links provided in this syllabus. Be sure
to access these readings early in the semester, because pages on the Web frequently move or
disappear at inconvenient times.
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Student assignments & responsibilities

Exams: Eighty percent of your grade will be determined by two (non-cumulative) exams. Each
exam will contain some combination of multiple choice, matching, fill-in and short essay questions.
The first will be administered in class on Tuesday, 11 October; the second has been scheduled by
the University for Tuesday, 13 December from 10:30am—12:30pm. Each exam is worth 40%
of your final grade.

Make-up Exams: If you cannot attend one of the exams, you need to notify me as soon as possible
by email and in person. Make-up exams will only be given to students who have been unable to sit
for the examination as a consequence of illness requiring medical care, required university activi-
ties, or a personal emergency of a serious nature. To be excused without penalty, documentation
or prior permission is required. Make-up exams will be scheduled as soon as possible, at a time to
be mutually agreed upon by the student(s) and myself.

Attendance/Participation: Students are required to complete the assigned readings before class,
attend class regularly, and participate actively in class discussion. To this end, attendance and
participation will be worth 10% of your final grade. I will take attendance randomly throughout
the semester. I will also take note of how regularly you participate in class, both in productive and
distractive ways. Your base attendance and participation grade will be based on the proportion of
times I take attendance and you are in class. Then, I will adjust that grade up or down depending
on your participation. To maximize this part of your grade, it is highly recommended that you
come to class prepared (e.g., having done the assigned readings) and willing to participate. Merely
showing up and occupying a seat will not constitute full participation. Other ways to lose par-
ticipation points are: being a disruption to others (e.g., side conversations with friends, reading
for other classes), repeatedly failing to answer a question if called upon, and not participating in
classroom discussions and exercises in a productive manner.

Out-of-Class Assignments: Most of our discussion in class will focus on the realist/liberal paradigm
that dominates “mainstream” international relations. It is also important for you to be aware of
some alternative perspectives, including their basic ideas and application to conflict. On Tuesday,
27 September and Thursday, 29 September, we will not meet as a class. Instead, you will read two
papers from the Betts book, by J. Ann Tickner and Alexander Wendt, each of which lays out an
alternative framework for IR in general and conflict in particular. Tickner’s work is feminist, while
Wendt’s is constructivist. After reading these, you will create 5 potential multiple-choice exam ques-
tions for each paper. Those questions must be sent to me via email no later than 5pm on Thurs-
day, 29 September. Alternative-perspective exam questions are worth 10% of your final grade.

Notes on Writing Multiple-Choice Questions:1 Have you ever seen a truly awful multiple-choice
question? One that is so defective that the correct answer is either obvious, debatable, obscure,

1The following borrows liberally from How to Prepare Better Multiple-Choice Test Items: Guidelines for Uni-
versity Faculty by Steven J. Burton, Richard R. Sudweeks, Paul F. Merrill and Bud Wood at Brigham Young
University, and from Designing Test Questions from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga’s Teaching Resource
Center. The former is available online at http://testing.byu.edu/info/handbooks/betteritems.pdf and the lat-
ter at http://www.utc.edu/Administration/WalkerTeachingResourceCenter/FacultyDevelopment/Assessment/

test-questions.html#multiple\%20choice.
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or missing altogether? One that makes you wonder what the test writer had in mind when s/he
constructed it? Your mission is to avoid this; instead, you should write questions that attempt to
measure the information being tested, do not contain clues to the correct answer, and are clearly
(as opposed to ambiguously) worded.

A standard multiple-choice question consists of two basic parts: a problem (called the stem) and a
list of suggested solutions (called alternatives). The stem may be in the form of either a question
or an incomplete statement, and the list of alternatives contains one correct or best alternative (the
answer) and a number of incorrect or inferior alternatives (distractors). The purpose of distractors
is to appear as plausible solutions to the problem for those who have not achieved the objective
being measured by the test item. Conversely, the distractors must appear as implausible solutions
for those students who have achieved the objective. Only the answer should appear plausible to
these students.

Multiple-choice questions can measure a number of objectives; they can test simple recall of knowl-
edge, but they can also test students’ abilities to analyze phenomena, comprehend concepts and
principles, apply principles to new situations, discriminate between fact and opinion, interpret
cause-and-effect relationships, and so on. You can complete this assignment by successfully design-
ing questions to test simple recall; note, though, that your grade will rise as you increasingly (and
successfully) design questions to test higher-order objectives like the ones just listed.

Here are some additional tips for writing good multiple-choice items:

• Stem should present a single, clearly formulated problem

• Stem should be in simply, easily-understood language; delete extraneous words

• Avoid using “all of the above” and “none of the above”

• Make all distractors plausible

• Don’t use double negatives

• Use more than 3 alternatives; 4 is best

• Present alternatives in logical or numerical order

• Place correct answer at random (e.g., option A should not always be the answer)

Grading/Evaluation

Grades are assigned in accordance with the following scale:

93 - 100% = A 80 - 82% = B- 67 - 69% = D+
90 - 92% = A- 77 - 79% = C+ 63 - 66% = D
87 - 89% = B+ 73 - 76% = C 60 - 62% = D-
83 - 86% = B 70 - 72% = C- Below 60% = F
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Academic Honor Code

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this class. Incidents of plagiarism and/or cheating
will result in a failing grade for the class and further penalties per the University’s judicial process.
Students are advised to review the policies established in the UNT Policy on Academic Integrity
regarding academic honesty (http://www.unt.edu/policy/UNT_Policy/volume3/18_1_16.pdf).
If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, see the professor. Finally,
students agree that, by taking this course, all required assignments may be subject to submission
for textual similarity review to www.turnitin.com or a similar plagiarism prevention system.

The UNT Department of Political Science Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism: The UNT Policy on
Academic Integrity defines cheating as the use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise,
including but not limited to: use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes, or
other assessments; dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in
writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems or carrying out other assignments; acquisition,
without permission, of tests, notes or other academic materials belong to a faculty or staff member
of the University; dual submission of a paper or project, or re-submission of a paper or project to
a different class without express permission from the instructor; any other act designed to give a
student an unfair advantage on an academic assignment. Plagiarism is defined as use of another’s
thoughts or words without proper attribution in any academic exercise, regardless of the student’s
intent, including but not limited to: the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation
of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement
or citation; the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person
or by an agency engaged in selling term papers or other academic materials. Forgery is defined
as altering a score, grade or official academic University record or forging the signature of an in-
structor or other student. Fabrication is defined as falsifying or inventing any information, data
or research as part of an academic exercise. Facilitating academic dishonesty is defined as helping
or assisting another in the commission of academic dishonesty. Finally, sabotage is defined as act-
ing to prevent others from completing their work or willfully disrupting the academic work of others.

The following academic penalties may be assessed at the instructors discretion upon determination
that academic dishonesty has occurred. Admonitions and educational assignments are not appeal-
able:

A. Admonition. The student may be issued a verbal or written warning.

B. Assignment of Educational Coursework. The student may be required to perform additional
coursework not required of other students in the specific course.

C. Partial or no credit for an assignment or assessment. The instructor may award partial or no
credit for the assignment or assessment on which the student engaged in academic dishonesty,
to be calculated into the final course grade.

D. Course Failure. The instructor may assign a failing grade for the course.

Should the procedure for appeal of a case of academic dishonesty extend beyond the date when
the instructor submits course grades for the semester, the student will be assigned a grade that re-
flects the penalty, which shall be adjusted, as appropriate, at the conclusion of any appeal process.
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Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the
UNT Policy on Academic Integrity.

Accommodations (ODA / ADA)

The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of
federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973
as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this
population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please notify me by the
second week of class. You are also encouraged to contact the Office of Disability Accommodation
at (940) 565-4323. The ODA makes formal recommendations regarding necessary and appropriate
accommodations based on specifically diagnosed disabilities. The Political Science Department
cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for
qualified students with disabilities. Please present your written accommodation request on or before
the add/drop deadline.

Classroom conduct

Classroom courtesy is an essential component of creating an effective learning environment. All
students have the right to learn without unnecessary distractions. These distractions include:
Smartphones, iPods, and the like, talking during lectures (unless recognized by the instructor),
reading newspapers, falling asleep, etc. If you need a cell phone for emergency purposes, leave it
on vibrate. Entering and leaving are also significant sources of distraction. It is your responsibility
to be on time and to stay for the entire class. In circumstances where you need to leave early, tell
the instructor beforehand. Repeated disruptions of class will lead to a reduction in your final grade.

Class discussions of political issues can often stimulate strong feelings and heated debate. I ask
all of you to respect the opinions of your fellow students, even if you do not agree with them. In
simple terms, that means not interrupting other students while they are speaking and not verbally
attacking them for their beliefs. While I believe that it is essential to connect theory to current
events, I will cut short debates of current events that do not enhance the understanding of course
concepts. I expect you to offer substantive comments and questions when appropriate in class. I
also expect you not to dominate a discussion, but to allow free discussion and exchange of ideas.

Course content & Outline

(I) Introduction

• Thursday, 25 August: Introduction & Course overview
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• Tuesday, 30 August: Studying Conflict and War; Patterns and Trends

– Morgan: Chapters 1 (“An Introduction to Security in International Relations”)
and 2 (“The Problem of War in International Politics”)

– Betts: Blainey (“Power, Culprits, and Arms”) – read “Aims and Arms” section
only

(II) Causes & Correlates of War

• Thursday, 1 September: Individual-level (Human Nature, Psychology)

– Betts: Hobbes (“The State of Nature and the State of War”), Freud (“Why
War?”), Mead (“Warfare is Only an Invention - Not a Biological Necessity”)

– JSTOR: Jervis, Robert. 1988. “War and Misperception,” Journal of Interdisci-
plinary History 18(4): 675-700.

• Tuesday, 6 September: State/Domestic level (Nationalism, Civilizations)

– Betts: Gellner (“Nations and Nationalism”), Kaufmann (“Possible and Impossi-
ble Solutions to Ethnic Civil Wars”), Huntington (“The Clash of Civilizations”),
Juergensmeyer (“Religious Radicalism and Political Violence”)

• Thursday, 8 September: Diversionary Theory

– web: CNN.com (8/20/1998): “Most Lawmakers Support Clinton’s Military Strikes”:
www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/1998/08/20/strike.react

– web: BBC News (12/17/1998): “Skepticism and Support Swirl Around Clinton”:
news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/events/crisis_in_the_gulf/latest_news/236582.stm

• Tuesday, 13 September: International/Dyadic levels (Resources, Territory)

– Betts: Cooley (“The War Over Water”), Homer-Dixon (“Environmental Changes
as Causes of Acute Conflict”)

– web: Hensel, Paul R. 2000. “Territory: Theory and Evidence on Geography and
Conflict,” in John A Vasquez, ed., What Do We Know About War?. Lanham, MD:
Rowman and Littlefield, pp. 57-84. Available online at http://www.paulhensel.
org/Research/terr2000.pdf.

• Thursday, 15 September: No class.

• Tuesday, 20 September: International/Dyadic levels (Anarchy, Security Dilemma, Arms
Races)

– Morgan: re-read Chapter 1
– Betts: Huntington (“Arms Races: Prerequisites and Results”)
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• Thursday, 22 September: Global/Systemic level (International System)

– Morgan: Chapter 3 (“The Appropriate Distribution of Power”)
– Betts: Gilpin (“Hegemonic War and International Change”), Waltz (“The Ori-

gins of War in Neorealist Theory”), Betts and Christensen (“China: Can the Next
Superpower Rise Without War?”)

• Tuesday, 27 September & Thursday, 29 September: Out-of-class activity

– Betts: Wendt (“Anarchy Is What States Make of It”), Tickner (“Men, Women,
and War”)

• Tuesday, 4 October & Thursday, 6 October: Catch-up, follow-up, and review

– I anticipate that in-class discussion will lead us to fall somewhat behind the strict
outline listed above. These class sessions are designated to catch-up on whatever
material we may not yet have covered, and to revisit and answer any unresolved
questions or issues pertaining to already-covered material. With our remaining
time, we will review for the upcoming exam.

• Tuesday, 11 October: EXAM I

(III) Outcomes & Consequences of War

• Thursday, 13 October: Costs of War, Winners and Losers, Environmental Consequences

– No assigned reading.

• Tuesday, 18 October: Political and Economic Consequences

– JSTOR: Organski, A.F.K., and Jacek Kugler. 1977. “The Costs of Major Wars:
The Phoenix Factor,” American Political Science Review 71(4): 1347-1366.

• Thursday, 20 October: Recurrent Conflict and Rivalry

– JSTOR: Quester, George H. 1978-79. “Origins of the Cold War: Some Clues from
Public Opinion,” Political Science Quarterly 93(4; winter): 647-663.

(IV) Preventing & Limiting War

• Tuesday, 25 October & Thursday, 27 October: Movie & Discussion: Thirteen Days

• Tuesday, 1 November: Proliferation and Deterrence

– Morgan: Chapter 5 (“Deterrence and Arms Control”) – Read pages 77-79 only.
– Betts: Waltz (“The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: More May Be Better”)
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• Thursday, 3 November: Arms Control and Disarmament

– Morgan: Chapter 5 (“Deterrence and Arms Control”) – Read pages 94-107 only.
– Betts: Fairbanks and Shulsky (“Arms Control: The Historical Experience”)

• Tuesday, 8 November: Democratic Peace

– Betts: Kant (“Perpetual Peace”), Doyle (“Liberalism and World Politics”), Mans-
field and Snyder (“Democratization and War”)

• Thursday, 10 November & Tuesday, 15 November: Liberal Peace (Integration & Insti-
tutions)

– Betts: Angell (“The Great Illusion”), Blainey (“Paradise is a Bazaar”), Keohane
and Nye (“Power and Interdependence”)

– Morgan: Chapter 8 (“Complex Multilateralism and Integration”)

• Thursday, 17 November: Diplomacy and International Law (Conflict management)

– Morgan: Chapter 9 (“Negotiation and Mediation”)

• Tuesday, 22 November: Collective Security

– Morgan: Chapter 6 (“The Great Power Concert”), Chapter 7 (“Wilsonian Col-
lective Security”)

• Thursday, 24 November: No Class: Thanksgiving.

• Tuesday, 29 November: Peacekeeping

– Morgan: Chapter 8 (“Peacekeeping”)

• Thursday, 1 December: Peace Imposition, Peace Enforcement, and Peacebuilding

– Morgan: Chapter 11 (“Peace Enforcement and Peace Imposition”), Chapter 12
(“Peacebuilding”)

• Tuesday, 6 December: Is War Obsolete?

– Betts: Fukuyama (“The End of History?”), Mueller (“The Obsolescence of Major
War”), Mearsheimer (“Why We Will Soon Miss the Cold War”)

– web: Barber, Benjamin. 1992. “Jihad vs. McWorld,” The Atlantic (March):
53-65. Available online at http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/199203/barber

– Morgan: Chapter 13 (“Conclusion”)

• Thursday, 8 December: Catch-up, follow-up, and review
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• Tuesday, 13 December, 10:30am–12:30pm: Exam II

– This exam is scheduled by the University during finals week. Although the exam will
take place in the usual classroom, note that it is NOT at our usual class time.

This syllabus is a guideline and is subject to change at any time.
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