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Julie Leventhal, M.S.    
Instructor  

Email: Julie.Leventhal@unt.edu 
Office: Matthews 322A  
Office Phone: (940) 369-5405         
Office Hours: Monday- 9:30-11:00 am, Tuesday- 11:00 am-12:30 pm, and by appointment. 
Since this is an online course, the best way to contact me is by email and I typically respond to 
emails within 24 hours. I will gladly meet with you in my office if needed, so just let me know 
ahead of time and we can set up an appointment. 
 
Required Textbook: 
 
Berk, L. (2011). Exploring lifespan development (2nd ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 
 
Course Descr iption 
 
Human Development (3 hours). Introduction to the theories and processes of physical, cognitive, 
and social development of the individual from conception until death. Suitable for non-majors. 
Satisfies the Social and Behavioral Sciences requirement of the University Core Curriculum. 
 
Course Objective 
 
The overall objective of the course is to provide the student with an in-depth study of issues 
surrounding physical, cognitive, social, and emotional development of the individual across the 
lifespan. Issues specifically addressed include: developmental theory, concepts, and research; 
physiological change across the lifespan; cognitive development: growth/decline in reasoning and 
processing skills, issues related to intelligence, language development, effect on decision-making; 
socioemotional development: personality development, attachment/love, parent-child-peer 
relationships, aspects of culture; death. 
 

 
 
 

 
DFST 1013-020/026 - Human Development 

Spring 2011 

Objectives for courses in the UNT Social and Behavioral Science Core Curriculum: 
 

1) To employ the appropriate methods, technologies, and data that social and 
behavioral scientists use to investigate the human condition. 

2) To examine social institutions and processes across a range of historical periods, 
social structures, and cultures. 

3) To use and critique alternative explanatory systems or theories. 
4) To develop and communicate alternative explanations or solutions for contemporary 

social issues.  
5) To analyze the effects of a number of elements, including historical, social, political, 

economic, cultural, and global forces on the area under study. 
6) To identify and understand differences and commonalities within diverse cultures.  

 

  

mailto:Julie.Leventhal@unt.edu�


                                                                   DFST 1013-020/026- Spring 2011 (Leventhal) 2 

Course Requirements 
 

1. Course Readings 
 
In an online class such as this, students are expected to keep up with the weekly readings 
and additional course information posted on Blackboard at https://ecampus.unt.edu. In 
addition to the readings listed on the course calendar, there may be supplemental readings 
posted on Blackboard to help you with assignments, quizzes, and/or exams. There are study 
guides posted on Blackboard for each chapter. While completing them does not count 
towards your grade, it will instead help you tremendously when studying for and taking your 
quizzes and exams. 
 

2. Discussion Board Assignments 
 
You will be assigned to a team of no more than six students for Blackboard Discussion 
Board activities.  Ten discussion board topics will be assigned throughout the semester and 
specific questions and directions for each discussion board assignment will be posted on 
Blackboard (under “Assignments”). For each discussion board assignment, you will first 
post your response to the specific assignment questions and then respond to at least two 
group member postings. In order to allow your classmates ample time to read and reply to 
discussion board postings, initial responses must be posted by Wednesday at 11:59 pm 
(EDT; please be aware of time differences if you are not in the area) and replies must be 
posted by Saturday at 11:59 pm. Since late submissions will not be accepted, do not wait 
until the last minute to submit your postings in case you have any questions or potential 
problems. The discussion climate must be civil, sensitive, and mutually respectful of the 
rights of each person to freely and openly express ideas. Discussion board assignments are 
worth 10% of your final grade.  

 
3. Article Critique: Choose a research study article published in a scholarly, peer reviewed 

journal on a topic that you find interesting. The topic of your article must examine a 
developmental issue or process. You will review each of the following sections: subjects, 
measures, analysis/results, and discussion. If you do not see those headings in your article, 
you do not have an appropriate article for this assignment. More information and a grading 
rubric will be posted on Blackboard. The article critique is due by Thursday, March 10th at 
11:59 pm and will be worth 10% of your final grade. No late papers will be accepted so if 
you are leaving early for Spring Break, please plan ahead. 

 
4. Movie Critique: Each student will have the opportunity to choose a movie from a list that 

will be provided about the complexities of childhood and adolescence, and adulthood. You 
will examine the film and then critically relate theory to two main characters that illustrate 
various aspects of development. More information and a grading rubric will be posted on 
Blackboard. The movie critique is due on Thursday, April 21st at 11:59 pm. The movie 
critique will be worth 10% of your final grade and no late papers will be accepted.  
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5. Quizzes and Exams 
 
The ten weekly quizzes and the three exams will be online and open-book. You are expected 
to take each test with no outside help other than your text and accompanying lecture 
materials. Exams and quizzes will be timed (2 minutes per question; i.e., 40 minutes for a 20 
item quiz). This is sufficient time to respond thoughtfully and to check your answers. If you 
reach the maximum time allotted for a quiz or an exam, you will be able to submit the test 
but will be unable to complete any additional questions. It is highly recommended that you 
study and be prepared beforehand since you will not have time to look up each item during 
the actual exam. You may NOT copy any test items or look at any copied test items 
from this course; doing so is an honor code violation. The chapters covered on each exam 
are listed in the course calendar at the end of this syllabus. Quizzes and exams may include a 
variety of question types including all or some of the following: multiple choice, true/false, 
matching, and fill-in-the-blanks. Quizzes and exams must be completed by the due date and 
time listed on the course calendar. Quizzes will be available at 12:00 pm (noon) each 
Wednesday and must be completed by 5:00 pm Friday of each week. Exam 1 will be 
available on Wednesday, February 23rd at noon and it must be completed by Friday, 
February 25th by 5:00 pm. Exam 2 will be available on Wednesday, April 6th at noon and 
it must be completed by Friday, April 8th by 5:00 pm. The final exam will be available on 
Monday, May 9th at 9:00 am and it must be completed by Wednesday, May 11th by 5:00 
pm. The weekly quizzes are worth 10% total and each exam is worth 20% of your final 
grade. After 5:00 pm, the quizzes and exams will become unavailable on Blackboard and 
you will be unable to make them up without legitimate documentation (i.e., medical, 
judicial, or serious personal events). 
 
There may be times in which you experience technical difficulties while taking quizzes or 
exams (i.e., loss of Internet connection, the test does not submit correctly). If a score does 
not immediately appear in the grade book after taking an assessment, this most likely means 
your test was not submitted properly.

 

 If this happens, don’t panic; it will be necessary for me 
to reset your test. If this occurs, you should email me AS SOON AS POSSIBLE in order 
for you to have ample time to retake the quiz or exam within the allotted time period. I will 
be available by email to reset quizzes and exams between 9:00 am – 9:00 pm on quiz and 
exam days. Therefore, it is recommended that you take the assessments during this 
timeframe and do not wait until the last minute in case you experience any technical 
difficulties. Moreover, to avoid experiencing technical difficulties, it is recommended that 
you take quizzes and tests in a location with reliable Internet service. Blackboard is known 
to have issues when opened in Internet Explorer; using Mozilla Firefox is a reliable 
alternative to use when taking the quizzes and exams. It is also essential for you to have a 
“technical” back-up plan in place in case you are unable to utilize the internet connection 
you typically use for this course. For example, you need to plan to get online to submit a 
quiz or an assignment at Starbucks if your internet connection has been down at home. 
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Course Evaluation 
 

In short, final grades will be based on the following: 
 

Discussion Board Assignments (10)    10%  
 Article Critique      10%   
 Movie Critique      10% 

Weekly Quizzes (10)      10%  
 Exam 1       20% 
 Exam 2       20%  
      Final Exam       20%  

Total                  100%  
 
The following grading scale will be used: 
 

90-100% A 
80-89% B 
70-79% C 
60-69% D 
Below 59% F 

 
Technology Requirements 
 
If you experience technical difficulties, you can receive help by visiting http://www.unt.edu/ 
helpdesk/ or by calling the CITC Helpdesk at (940) 565-2324.  
 
It is recommended that you download the following free software (if you do not already have it) to 
use for this course: 
 

 A web browser such as Firefox, Netscape, or Internet Explorer. 
 Adobe Reader and Adobe Media Player (http://get.adobe.com/reader/). 

 
Academic Integr ity and Professional Conduct 
 
It is expected that students will conform to the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct 
and Discipline as outlined in the undergraduate catalog and online through the Center for Student 
Rights and Responsibilities. This states in part that all instances of cheating, fabrication and 
plagiarism are prohibited and will be reported. Any student who assists in any form of dishonesty is 
equally as guilty as the student who accepts such assistance. All transgressions will be treated most 
seriously and in accordance with the recommendations of the policy as published. 
 
Students are also expected to conduct themselves as mature and responsible adults while enrolled in 
this course.  This includes displaying respect for peers and faculty, accepting personal responsibility 
for coming to class, maintaining class notes, and completing given assignments.                                                      
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Special Circumstances  
 
The Department of Educational Psychology cooperates with the Office of Disability 
Accommodations to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities, as 
required by the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 5-4 of the Rehabilitation Act. Any 
student who feels that he or she may need an accommodation because of a disability (learning 
disability, attention deficit disorder, psychological, physical, etc.), please provide the request in 
writing to the instructor on or before the 8th day of class.  
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DFST 1013-020/026: Human Development 
(Topics and dates are subject to change) 

Date Topics Readings Assignments 
01/18 – 01/21 Become familiar with the course requirements and Blackboard. 

Week 1 
01/24 – 01/28 

Introduction to Human Development 
Theoretical Perspectives 

Research Design 
Chapter 1 

Quiz 1- Chapter 1 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 

Week 2 
01/31 – 02/04 

Biological Beginnings 
 

Prenatal Development and Birth 

Chapter 2 
 

Chapter 3 

Discussion Board Assignment 1 
 Initial response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm. 
 Replies due Saturday at 11:59 pm. 

Quiz 2- Chapters 2 & 3 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 

Week 3 
02/07 – 02/11 

Physical Development in Infancy 
and Toddlerhood 

Chapter 4 
 

Discussion Board Assignment 2 
 Initial response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm. 
 Replies due Saturday at 11:59 pm. 

Quiz 3- Chapter 4 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 

Week 4 
02/14 – 02/18 

Cognitive Development in Infancy 
and Toddlerhood Chapter 5 

Discussion Board Assignment 3 
 Initial response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm. 
 Replies due Saturday at 11:59 pm. 

Quiz 4- Chapter 5 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 
Week 5 

02/21 – 02/25 
Social/Emotional Development in 

Infancy and Toddlerhood Chapter 6 
Exam 1- Chapters 1-6 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 

Week 6 
02/28 – 03/04 

Physical and Cognitive 
Development in Early Childhood 

 
Social/Emotional Development in 

Early Childhood 

Chapter 7 
 

Chapter 8 

Discussion Board Assignment 4 
 Initial response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm. 
 Replies due Saturday at 11:59 pm. 

Quiz 5- Chapters 7 & 8 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 

Week 7 
03/07 – 03/11 

Physical and Cognitive 
Development in Middle Childhood 

 
Social/Emotional Development in 

Middle Childhood 

Chapter 9 
 

Chapter 10 

Discussion Board Assignment 5 
 Initial response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm. 
 Replies due Saturday at 11:59 pm. 

Article Critique 
 Due Thursday by 11:59 pm. 

Week 8 
03/14 – 03/18 Enjoy Spring Break!   

Week 9 
03/21 – 03/25 

 

Physical and Cognitive 
Development in Adolescence 

 
Social/Emotional Development in 

Adolescence 
 

Chapter 11 
 

Chapter 12 
 

Discussion Board Assignment 6 
 Initial response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm. 
 Replies due Saturday at 11:59 pm. 

Quiz 6- Chapters 11 & 12 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 
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*** Please be aware of the times that your quizzes and assignments are due. YOU are responsible 

for making sure that you complete the course requirements on time every week. *** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Topics Readings Assignments 

Week 10  
03/28 – 04/01 

Physical and Cognitive 
Development in Early Adulthood 

 

Chapter 13 
 

Discussion Board Assignment 7 
 Initial response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm. 
 Replies due Saturday at 11:59 pm. 

Quiz 7- Chapter 13 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 

Week 11 
04/04 – 04/08 

Social/Emotional Development in 
Early Adulthood  

 

Chapter 14 
 

Discussion Board Assignment 8 
 Initial response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm. 
 Replies due Saturday at 11:59 pm. 

Exam 2- Chapters 7-14 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 

Week 12 
04/11 – 04/15 

Physical and Cognitive 
Development in Middle Adulthood 

 
Social/Emotional Development in 

Middle Adulthood  

Chapter 15 
 

Chapter 16 
 

Discussion Board Assignment 9 
 Initial response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm. 
 Replies due Saturday at 11:59 pm. 

Quiz 8- Chapters 15 & 16 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 

Week 13 
04/18 – 04/22 

Physical and Cognitive 
Development in Late Adulthood 

 

Chapter 17 
 

Quiz 9- Chapter 17 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 
Movie Critique 
 Due Thursday by 11:59 pm. 

Week 14 
04/25 – 04/29 

Social/Emotional Development in 
Late Adulthood Chapter 18 

Discussion Board Assignment 10 
 Initial response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm. 
 Replies due Saturday at 11:59 pm. 

Quiz 10- Chapter 18 
 Available to take Wednesday at noon through 

Friday at 5:00 pm. 
Week 15 

05/02 – 05/05 Death, Dying, and Bereavement Chapter 19 
Bonus Quiz- Chapters 1-19 
 Available to take Monday at noon through 

Wednesday at 5:00 pm. 

Week 16 
05/09 – 05/13 Final Exam  

Final Exam- Chapters 15-19 
 Available to take Monday, May 9th at 9:00 

am. 
 Must be completed no later than Wednesday, 

May 11th at 5:00 pm. 
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