
CSCE 4010/4011 Social Issues in Computing/Engineering Ethics 
 

 Instructor: Mr. Joseph Helsing, Joseph.Helsing@unt.edu 

 Office Hours: 2:00pm – 3:00pm, Monday, CSE Department Front Office 

 Teaching Assistant: Mr. Aaron Tabor, AaronTabor@my.unt.edu  

 Help Lab Hours: 11:00am – 2:00pm, Wednesday, CSE Help Lab 

 Class Room: NTDP B-155 

 Meeting Time: 5:30pm - 6:50pm, Tuesday/Thursday  

 

Course Description: 

(4010) The effect of computer science and engineering on the home and workplace, with emphasis on the 

role of the computer professional in modern society.   

 

(4011) The effect of technology in modern society with emphasis on the role of engineering and technical 

professionals. 

 

This course will consist of a combination of critical thinking and synthesis of ideas and concepts into 

articulate and coherent arguments. While there may be few absolutely right or wrong answers in this course, 

you will be required to discern more defensible arguments from less defensible and create your own 

persuasive stances on the issues covered. 

 

Required Textbook: 

(4010) Computer Ethics, 4TH Edition, by Deborah G. Johnson, Pearson/Prentice Hall Publishers,  

ISBN: 978-0-13-11241-4 

 

(4011) Engineering Ethics, 4TH/3RD Edition, by Charles B. Fleddermann, Pearson/Prentice Hall Publishers,  

ISBN: 978-0-13-214521-3 

 

Expected Course Outcomes:  

Course Outcomes are measurable achievements to be accomplished by the completion of the course.  These 

outcomes are evaluated as part of our ABET accreditation process. 

(4010) 

1. Develop an awareness of the social responsibilities of computer science and engineering. 

2. Understand the need for computer science and engineering ethics. 

3. Generate an effective written communication incorporating a topic related to social and ethical issues 

and principles in computer science and engineering. 

4. Deliver an oral presentation about a topic related to a particular social or ethical issue related to 

computer science and engineering. 

(4011) 

1. Develop an awareness of the social responsibilities of engineering. 

2. Understand the need for engineering ethics. 

3. Generate an effective written communication incorporating a topic related to social and ethical issues 

and principles in engineering. 

4. Deliver an oral presentation about a topic related to a particular social or ethical issue related to 

engineering. 

 

Attendance Policy: 

Students are encouraged to attend every lecture and take notes.  While I will be posting my slides before 

class, they will not contain all of the content discussed during class. Additionally, a significant portion of 

your grade consists of in-class participation, so it is advisable to attend every class. If you are not able to 

attend class, please email me as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

mailto:Joseph.Helsing@unt.edu
mailto:AaronTabor@my.unt.edu


Submission Policy: 

All work is expected to be: 

 Submitted on time 

 In Microsoft Word .doc or PDF format 

o If you do not own a copy of Word, both computer labs in Discovery Park and the UNT library 

offer free access on any of their computers. 

 Free of spelling and major grammar errors 
o If English is not your first language or you want assistance with your work, the UNT Writing 

Lab: http://writinglab.unt.edu/ is available free of charge to assist you with your work. 

 Submitted through Blackboard Learn’s Turnitin system 
o This system automatically checks for plagiarism and proper citation 

 

Make-up Work Policy: 

There will be no make-ups for the course project or in-class group assignments. However, in the event of an 

unavoidable absence during the quizzes or exams, please email me as soon as possible so we can work out a 

solution. The following events are grounds for a make-up: being a participant in a conference in which you 

are presenting; being in an athletic or other school event in which you are an active participant; a family 

emergency; a severe illness; military duty;  or in certain cases and with some restrictions a religious event. 

See the UNT Attendance Policy for more information. 

 

Late Work Submission Policy: 
Your final project and its components, the final video, and your exam essays will be accepted a maximum of 

three days late with a deduction of 25% of the total number of points for the assignment per day late.   

 

Academic Integrity and Collaboration: 

UNT policy 18.1.16 defines the following breaches of academic integrity: 

 

A. Cheating. The use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise, including but not limited to: 
a. use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes or other assessments; 

b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, 

preparing reports, solving problems or carrying out other assignments; 

c. acquisition, without permission, of tests, notes or other academic materials belonging to a faculty or 

staff member of the University; 

d. dual submission of a paper or project, or re-submission of a paper or project to a different class 

without express permission from the instructor; 

e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage on an academic assignment. 

 

B. Plagiarism. Use of another’s thoughts or words without proper attribution in any academic exercise, 

regardless of the student’s intent, including but not limited to: 
a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work 

of another person without full and clear acknowledgement or citation. 

b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or by an 

agency engaged in selling term papers or other academic materials. 

 

C. Forgery. Altering a score, grade or official academic university record or forging the signature of an 

instructor or other student. 

 

D. Fabrication. Falsifying or inventing any information, data or research as part of an academic 

exercise. 

 

E. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty. Helping or assisting another in the commission of academic 

dishonesty. 

 

F. Sabotage. Acting to prevent others from completing their work or willfully disrupting the academic 

work of others. 

http://writinglab.unt.edu/
https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/15.2.5_Attendance%20Policy.pdf


 

Cheating of any sort will not be tolerated in this course.  All submissions must be your own original work or 

have requisite citations to the author.  Taking information from the internet is considered cheating, unless 

properly cited.  Failure to adhere to these strict standards will be cause for disciplinary action that could be as 

severe as expulsion from the university. 

 

If a student is caught cheating, the following, escalating series of actions will be taken: 

 First instance: The student will receive a 0 for the assignment and an academic integrity report will 
be filed with the Office of Academic Integrity. 

 

 Second instance: The student will receive a 0 for the assignment, lose a full letter grade from their 

final course grade, and an academic integrity report will be filed with the Office of Academic 

Integrity. 

 

 Third instance: The student will receive an F for their final course grade and an academic integrity 
report will be filed with the Office of Academic Integrity. 

 

Note: Each incident will be dealt with on an individual basis and a particularly egregious case of cheating 

will result in more severe penalties.  

 

Additionally, if it is determined that a student cheated on a bonus assignment, that student will not be eligible 

for bonus points for the duration of the class following the date of the illicit submission. This is in addition to 

the normal penalties for cheating. 

 

Further, the nature of this class requires collaboration and discussion among the students.  This is permissible 

and encouraged; however, all written work must be your own, original work.  If you have any questions, 

discuss them with myself or refer to the UNT Student Rights and Responsibilities web page. 

 

Student Evaluations: 

Student course evaluations are a requirement for all organized classes at UNT.  This short survey will be 

made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you an opportunity to comment on how this class 

is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work continually to improve my 

teaching.  I consider course evaluations to be an important part of your participation in this class. 

 

ODA: 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 

Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation 

(ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable 

accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in 

a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable 

accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 

implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester 

and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly 

encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. 

Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office 

hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information see the Office of Disability 

Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unt.edu/oda


Course Project: 

The course project for this class will be divided into three parts. The first two parts will consist of a 2,500 

word paper, and the third part will be a 12 minute video presentation. This will be a group project with each 

group consisting of roughly six students divided into three pairs. Each group will select or be assigned a 

topic, pending instructor approval, and for the first paper each pair will choose a stance on that topic, either 

for or against. For the second paper, each pair will have to take the opposite stance on the same topic, while 

still presenting the most persuasive arguments for that stance.  Each pair is expected to turn in an original 

work for their side of the argument for both papers. Thus, by the end of the course, each group should 

produce a total of six, original papers. Each paper will be evaluated on a per pair basis. 

 

For the video presentation, each group will need to, as evenly as possible, divide itself into a for and against 

side. The video will need to be roughly 12 minute in length with each side having 6 minutes to briefly 

introduce the topic and then provide their strongest arguments for why their side is the best. Students can use 

music, footage, images, interviews (provided the source has some direct connection to the event or is an 

expert in that field), or rhetorical methods to convince the viewers during their 6 minutes. While a touch of 

humor can keep your audience interested, the main point of this video is to inform and persuade. Please keep 

your videos professional and check your audio levels before you submit. Additionally, each group member 

must be in the video for at least one minute (in some way) and must have a speaking roll. Further, this video 

should NOT resemble a PowerPoint presentation in any way, shape, or form. There will be a significant 

point deduction for the entire group for any group who submits a video having either used PowerPoint or 

generated a video in that style.  

 

Paper: 

 Format: The ACM SIG Proceedings Template. References, the title, and section headers do not count 
towards word count. 

 Introduction 
o Introduce the event/issue 

o Point out whether you are for or against it 

o Introduce which ethical frameworks you will be using 

o Provide your hook 

 Background 

o Discuss the history of the event 

o Discuss events leading up to this 

 Ethical Framework 
o Information about the framework 

o Why is this appropriate for this situation 

o How is this situation viewed through the framework 

 Your position 
o Where do you stand on the issue 

o Evidence to back up your stance 

o A persuasive argument for why others should agree with you 

 Conclusion 

o Summary of your arguments, evidence, and position 

o Closing remark (use this to really sell your side of the argument) 

 References 
o Should be in the ACM Reference Style for a Conference Proceeding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.acm.org/publications/proceedings-template
http://www.cs.ucy.ac.cy/~chryssis/specs/ACM-refguide.pdf


Grading: 

Below is a list of the assignments and assessments you will be expected to complete during the course. At 

the end of the semester the lowest quiz grade will be dropped. None of the graded assignments during the 

semester will receive curves. Your final course grade will be calculated by summing all of the points you 

have earned during the semester, dividing that total by 1000, and then rounding to the nearest whole number. 

 

Assignments & Examinations Overall Grade Points 

Class Participation 100 

Quizzes 100 

Debates 100 

Exam 1 200 

Course Project 300 

Exam 2 200 

Total 1000 

 

Grade Alteration Policy: 

During the semester, it is very important that you keep up with you grades as assignments are turned in and 

subsequently graded. While your Instructional Assistant and I will make our best effort to prevent errors, 

sometimes they occur and you will need to bring them to our attention to discuss the situation. To avoid us 

relying on our hazy memory of a meeting or talk weeks prior you will have 5 days, starting the day after the 

assignment’s grade was posted, to set up a meeting to discuss your grade with us. This assists in keeping 

everything fresh in everyone’s minds. The only exception will be Exam 1, in which I have a moratorium on 

questions about the exam for 24 hours after it is handed back. Your 5 days will start the day after the 

moratorium has ended. Barring an exceptional circumstance, I will not alter anyone’s grade for an 

assignment after the 5 day period for that assignment. 

 

Midterm and Final Exam: 

Your midterm and final exams will both consist of two parts, an essay portion and a multiple 

choice/matching/true&false/short answer portion. The essay portion will consist of 4-6 potential essay topics, 

of which you will need to choose 2-4 (to be decided when assigned), and you will have roughly a week to 

complete the essays. Each chosen essay topic will need to be thoroughly analyzed in multiple paragraphs, 

and contain outside sources of information to defend your argument. You will also need to provide a Works 

Cited section for each essay. The document should be in 12-point, Times New Roman font, with 1-inch page 

margins. Any titles, section headers, and the works cited section will not count toward the page limit. The 

question portion of the exam will held in class during the assigned times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Topic Schedule: 
                 

Week  Topics 

1 Introduction 

2 Professionalism 

3 General Ethics 

4 General Ethics / Ethical Theories  

5 Ethical Theories 

6 Research Ethics 

7 Ethics in Society 

8 Ethics in Society / Midterm Exam 

9 Information Flow, Privacy, Surveillance 

10 Information Flow, Privacy, Surveillance / Intellectual Property 

11 Intellectual Property 

12 Digital Order 

13 Digital Order / Thanksgiving 

14 Environmental Ethics 

15 Power Dynamics 

16 Final Exam 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Project Due Date Schedule: 

 

Week Assignment and Due Date 

1  

2 Topic Proposal (Due: 9/8) 

3  

4  

5 First Draft (Due: 9/29) 

6  

7  

8 Paper 1 (Due: 10/20) 

9 Video Script Outline (Due: 10/27) 

10   

11  

12 First Draft (Due: 11/17) 

13  

14 Final Video (Due: 12/1) 

15 Paper 2 Due(Due: 12/8) 

16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exam Schedule: 

Week Assignment and Due Date 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7 Midterm Essay Assigned (10/13) 

8 Midterm Essay Due by Midnight (10/20), Midterm (10/20) 

9  

10  

11  

12  

13  

14 Final Exam Essay Assigned (12/6) 

15 Final Exam Essay Due by Midnight (12/13) 

16 Final Exam from 5:30-7:30 p.m. (12/13) 

 

 

Syllabus Alterations: As the course progresses, the syllabus may be updated as need be. I will inform the 

class before I make any changes. 

 

Acknowledgement: I would like to thank Dr. Patrick Burke for letting me borrow sections of his syllabus. 


