Music As Communication
MUMH 1610-001
Tuesday/Thursday 9:35am-10:55am
Room: Matthews 311

Instructor: Jacob Collins
jacobcollins@my.unt.edu
Office: Bain 311
Office Hours: TBD/By Appointment
Teaching Assistant: Abril Acevedo
AprilAcevedoGonzalez@my.unt.edu 

Course Description:

“True music must repeat the thoughts and inspirations of the people and the time. My people are Americans and my time is today.”
-George Gershwin (1889-1937)

Throughout history, philosophers, musicians, and audiences have attributed special powers to music—often citing its ability to get at a certain essence of human existence that other arts, literature, or even math and science cannot do. As such, music is frequently cited as a “Universal Language” which communicates ideas and emotions where words often fail. Regardless of whether we believe in the universality of music, music is an integral part of society which does communicate ideas and emotions in a variety of contexts. This course examines the many ways which music is used to communicate and what forces shape it. This includes looking at music through the lens of historical time period, technological development, geographical location, identities, race, class, gender, humanity, etc. Importantly, it is our job as members of society to be able to come to our own conclusions regarding musical questions by examining available evidence and thinking critically about its implications. To explore these ideas, this course will present snapshots of various moments in musical history from topics like (but not limited to) Classical music, popular music, jazz, and world music. By doing this, we will uncover our own preconceived notions about how music functions as a communicator in society. 

Course Objectives:

By the end of this course, students will:
· Analyze the role music plays in individual and societal expression
· Evaluate current perceptions and interpretations of music’s role within society, including current music technologies, as well as engage with academic scholarship concerning the abilities of and limitations for music communicating cross-culturally
· Create their own musical composition comprised of different works and sound bites, along with accompanying cover art, to communicate on a certain social topic to their peers

This is a Core class and satisfies the four main Learning Objectives for the Core.
UNT Core Course Objectives 
1. Through historical documents, contemporary scholarship, and a broad spectrum of musical examples, students will cultivate the critical thinking skills needed to introduce problems and questions; present, interpret, and analyze a variety of source material; consider the context of a variety of source material; develop arguments with a logical progression; and present conclusions and their implications. (Core LO: Critical Thinking) 

2. Students will develop communication skills by writing and speaking about music and its history with a clear statement of purpose, organization, developed content, and accuracy. (Core LO: Communication) 

3. By exploring the role of the music in characterizing individuals and groups, students will learn social responsibility by acknowledging and assuming diverse cultural/intercultural perspectives; exploring aspects of civic responsibility; and reflecting personally on the ability to understand, recognize, and even challenge notions of cultural bias. (Core LO: Social Responsibility) 

4. As team members, students will be asked to contribute, prepare, collaborate, foster constructive team climates, and respond to feedback constructively related to the music and sources studied in this course. (Core LO: Teamwork)

Course Material:
Index Cards

There is no required text for this class – All readings will be uploaded to the class Canvas page either as PDF or as links under their corresponding module.

• We will also be incorporating iClicker usage into our classroom. THERE IS NO PURCHASE FOR THIS. However, it is required that you bring a device (laptop, tablet, phone) with internet access. If needed, laptops are available for free checkout on the first floor of Willis Library at the Spark Desk. If you have difficulty acquiring a device for usage, please let me know!

This class requires in-class writing, meaning it is essential for you to bring a writing utensil of some kind (pencil, pen, etc.) to class with you every day.

	
	Points Possible
	Percent of Grade
	Dates/Days Due

	Exit Tickets
25 opportunities, 10 points each
	200
	20%
	Daily

	Reading Quizzes
8 total, 2 dropped, 25 points each 
	150

	15%
	In Class on:
EVERY DISCUSSION DAY  

	Syllabus Quiz
	70
	7%
	Tuesday, August 25th

	Group Discussion Assignments
8 total, 1 dropped, 40 points each
	280
	28%
	September 3rd
September 10th
September 17th
September 24th
October 1st
November 5th
November 12th
November 18th

	Final Project: (300 points)
	
	30% TOTAL
	

	     Project Prep
	80
	8%
	October 22nd 

	     Remix Composition
	100
	10%
	Thursday December 10th by NOON

	     Album Artwork
	20
	2%
	Thursday December 10th by NOON 

	     Explanation
	100
	10%
	Thursday December 10th by NOON

	Total
	1,000
	
	





Extra Credit Opportunities

	
	Points Possible
	Dates/Days

	SPOT Evaluation
	20 points
	TBA 

	Response to 2 other group final projects
	20 points 
(10 points each)
	Saturday, December 12th by NOON



Assessment
A	=	895-1,000 points
B	=	795-894 
C	=	695-794
D	=	595-694
F	=	0-594

COURSE POLICIES
Assignments Policies

Exit Tickets/Attendance- All students are expected to attend class on time and stay until they are dismissed. I rarely hold class over (I actually release early every now and then), but I do ask if I am finishing a thought, please let me finish it before getting up at the end of class. You are required to have a supply of index cards and bring one to each non-discussion class (these are marked white on the course schedule). You must put your name, student ID number, and date on each one. These are how I assess attendance and participation. While I may take informal polls on iClicker, I will ask you an open-ended question or two each class which you will write a response to on this index card. YOU MUST SUBMIT YOUR CARD WITH ALL QUESTIONS ANSWERED TO RECEIVE FULL CREDIT. ANY MISSING QUESTIONS WILL RESULT IN PARTIAL CREDIT. There are 25 opportunities to receive credit, and you only need 20, so there will be no opportunities to make them up. 

Reading Quizzes- Each week we have a discussion assignment, we will have an open-note group reading quiz to make sure we all have the same background knowledge for the discussion. You are encouraged to have the readings pulled up to refer to during this quiz. You are also encouraged to discuss answers for your teammates. The quiz will cover all readings from that week (e.g. all readings assigned during Week 9 are fair game for the reading quiz given on Week 9). The course schedule is subject to change. Any changes will be announced via Canvas. However, if a change to the course schedule is made after 11:59pm on the Sunday that begins the week, the quiz will still have the old readings. Each quiz is given in-person via iClicker. I drop two, so they CANNOT be made up.

Discussion Assignments- Each discussion day (marked in blue on the course schedule) is accompanied by a handwritten discussion assignment consisting of a few questions related to the readings and topic for the week. Each discussion assignment is due ONE WEEK after it is assigned. If you miss a discussion day, you may pick up the assignment from the desk at the front of the classroom the following class day. I drop one of these assignments, so they cannot be made up.

Instructor Feedback- All major assignments (in this course, Discussion Assignments and the Soundtrap Prep) will be assessed and given back to students two weeks after an assignment is submitted, unless the turn in time overlaps with the two-week window of an assignment that was submitted previously. This means that the two-week window for the newer assignment will begin when the previous assignment is returned.

All other minor assignments, such as exit tickets, will be assessed weekly daily. Any delay will be communicated as it comes up.

I will keep your grades up to date in Canvas. If you have any questions about grades, please check Canvas first. 

Late Work Policy- All assignments are due BEFORE CLASS on the due date listed in the course schedule. Assignments may be submitted late up to 11:59pm on the due date for half credit. No assignments will be accepted after that. Any extensions must be REQUESTED BY EMAIL before the assignment is due.

The ODA Accommodations/Extenuating Circumstances Rule- I do read each of the ODA letters I get from each of you, and I will be open to making any changes necessary. Some changes can be made without my intervention; for example, I post the PowerPoints for each lecture BEFORE each lecture on Canvas, so you can follow along at your leisure via laptops or other devices. Please reach out if there are any accommodations we need to work out as soon as possible. These include (but are not limited to): reserved seating arrangements, extra time on assignments, group work adjustments, etc. 

Similarly, extenuating circumstances may happen. In general, missing class or reading quizzes cannot be made up, because I drop grades to plan for this sort of occurrence. However, if there is a major incident, please bring it to me as soon as possible so we can discuss the best solution forward.

In general, school excused absences are NOT an extenuating circumstance, but I am happy to adjust due dates for these instances. But as with the above paragraph, missing class days and reading quizzes are already covered in my dropped grades policy.

Rules of Engagement
Students are expected to participate in classroom discussions and communicate their ideas with each other. Here are some general guidelines:
· Treat each other with respect.
· Any language that utilizes cruel and derogatory verbiage on the basis of race, color, nationality, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under federal or state law will not be tolerated.
· Ask for and use the correct name and pronouns for your instructor and classmates.
· Speak from personal experiences. Use “I” statement to share thoughts, feelings, and opinions. Try to avoid speaking on behalf of groups or other individuals’ experiences.
· Be respectful to individuals who express opinions different from your own. Respond with an open mind and think critically about your response when participating in class.
· Refrain from using humor or sarcasm in emails or homework assignments to avoid misinterpretations.
· Proofread and fact-check your sources.

AI Policy- Students are not allowed to generate ANY text for an assignment using generative AI. However, using AI as a brainstorming device is generally allowed. I grade based on how much thought you put into your ideas, not how well you write. I would rather have a poorly written assignment with original ideas than an AI generated “safe” answer. You may use other editing tools to assist with your writing, but again, you may not generate text and copy it as your answer. By submitting an assignment, you attest that you have abided by this rule. Other use cases of AI can be discussed on an as-needed basis.


Course Schedule (Subject to Change)

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading/ASSIGNMENT DUE
All things in this column are due by the date in the left column BEFORE CLASS

	1
	8/18
	Syllabus Day/What Does Music Communicate?
	

	
	8/20
	What Does Music Communicate/How Does Music Communicate?
	Thomas Turino, Music as Social Life: The Politics of Participation, pg 1-22, (Ch. 1)

	2
	8/25
	Why and to Whom Does Music Communicate/Creating Music Communication
	SYLLABUS QUIZ ON CANVAS
Turino, pg 23-32

	
	8/27
	Creating Music Communication/Discussion 1
	Turino, pg 100-111

	3
	9/1
	Early Church Music and the Concept of Self/Protestant Reformation
	Grant Hamby, “Boethius on Music,” YouTube (2021)

	
	9/3
	Protestant Reformation/Discussion 2
	TBD
DISCUSSION 1

	4
	9/8
	Classical Music and the Patronage System/Opera and Political controversy
	https://serenademagazine.com/the-lifeblood-of-classical-music-how-patronage-shaped-its-evolution/ 

	
	9/10
	Opera and Political Controversy/Discussion 3
	Alex Ross, “Introduction,” Wagnerism (2020)
DISCUSSION 2

	5
	9/15
	Early Pop Music/Early Jazz
	TBD

	
	9/17
	Early Jazz/Discussion 4
	Anne Shaw Faulkner, “Does Jazz Put the Sin in Syncopation?” (1921)
DISCUSSION 3

	6
	9/22
	Music and Protest/Civil Rights Movement
	“How Music and Chants Bring Protestors Together”

	
	9/24
	Civil Rights Movement/Discussion 5
	“Music in the Civil Rights Movement” 
DISCUSSION 4

	7
	9/29
	Free Jazz/Smooth Jazz
	“The Critical Reception of Free Jazz”

	
	10/1
	Smooth Jazz/FINAL PROJECT SAMPLE SOUNDTRAP INTRO
	Robert Palmer, “Jazz Pop- A ‘Failed Art Music’ Makes Good”
DISCUSSION 5

	8
	10/6
	Disco/Hip Hop
	TBD

	
	10/8
	Hip Hop/FINAL PROJECT WORKDAY 1
	TBD

	9
	10/13
	K-Pop/Pop and Gender
	https://5centsound.com/blog/the-commercialization-of-black-hip-hop-and-rap-culture-in-k-pop/ 

	
	10/15
	Pop and Gender/FINAL PROJECT WORKDAY 2
	https://www.vice.com/en/article/this-is-hyperpop-a-genre-tag-for-genre-less-music/ 

	10
	10/20
	World Punk
	TBD

	
	10/22
	World Punk
	TBD
FINAL PROJECT SAMPLE

	11
	10/27
	Film
	Michel Chion, “Introduction,” Audio-Vision: Sound on Screen (1993) 

	
	10/29
	Film/Discussion 6
	

	12
	11/3
	Video Game Music Intro/Depicting the Setting
	Karen Collins, “Introduction,” Playing With Sound (2013)

	
	11/5
	Video Game Music: Depicting the Setting/Character Archetypes/Discussion 7
	William Gibbons, “Wrap Your Troubles in Dreams: Popular Music, Narrative, and Dystopia in Bioshock” (2011)
DISCUSSION 6

	13
	11/10
	Music and AI
	TBD

	
	11/12
	Music and AI/Discussion 8
	TBD
DISCUSSION 7

	14
	11/17
	Modern Jazz/Country
	TBD

	
	11/19
	Country/FINAL PROJECT WORKDAY 3
	DISCUSSION 8

	
	11/23-11/27
	NO CLASS- THANKSGIVING BREAK

	15
	12/1
	Semester Debrief, (The “So What?” Of It All)
	TBD

	
	12/3
	FINAL PROJECT WORK DAY 4
	

	FINALS
	NO FINAL EXAM, BUT FINAL PROJECT IS DUE ON EXAM DAY, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10TH AT NOON




ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
See:  Academic Integrity
LINK:  https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003

STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. 
See: Student Code of Conduct 
Link: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct

ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT 
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect.  
See:  Eagle Connect
LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 

ODA STATEMENT 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter. You can now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. You may wish to begin a private discussion with your professors regarding your specific needs in a course. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Access.
See:  ODA
LINK:  disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323)

Health and Safety Information
Students can access information about health and safety at:  https://music.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness

Registration Information for Students
See:  Fall Academic Calendar Information
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html

Semester Calendar, Fall 2026
See:  Fall Semester Calendar
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html

Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress

Undergraduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total hours registered.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.

Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses.

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course before doing so.
See:  Financial Aid
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
 

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course.
See:  Financial Aid
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap

COUNSELING AND TESTING
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor for students in need.  Please visit the Center’s website for further information: 
See: Counseling and Testing
Link:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.  

For more information on mental health resources, please visit:  
See:  Mental Health Resources
Link:  https://disparities.unt.edu/mental-health-resources 

ADD/DROP POLICY
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for financial aid.  In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required to begin paying back your student loans.  See Academic Calendar (listed above) for additional add/drop Information.  

Drop Information:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html
 
STUDENT RESOURCES
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students.  For a complete list, go to:
See:  Student Resources
Link:   https://success.unt.edu/aa-sa-resources

CARE TEAM
The Care Team is a collaborative interdisciplinary committee of university officials that meets regularly to provide a response to student, staff, and faculty whose behavior could be harmful to themselves or others.
See:  Care Team
Link:  https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care-team



