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“Monsters and Magical Creatures”
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UNT Mission Statement
At the University of North Texas, our caring and creative community empowers our students to thrive in a rapidly changing world.
Instructor Name: Jennifer D. Kraemer, Ph.D.
Semester and Year: Spring 2026
Number of Credits: 3
Class Meeting Days/Times and Location: MWF 11-11:50 am, Lang 218
Office Location: 	Language Building 408L
Office Hours: 		Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 12-1pm
			Fridays, 8-9am
			Or by appointment 
Email: Jennifer.Kraemer@unt.edu
Response Manner and Time: Please contact me via your UNT email account. This is the best way to reach me. I will reply within 24 hours during the work week (M-F). Emails sent Friday after 3 pm or on Saturday or Sunday will be answered on Monday.
[bookmark: _Toc76025885][bookmark: _Toc79682573][bookmark: _Toc100662725][bookmark: _Toc76025884][bookmark: _Toc79682572][bookmark: _Toc100662724]Course Description
Per UNT Course Catalog: Selected works of world literature from the ancient world to the present, including works of prose, poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to their historical and cultural contexts. Texts will be selected from a diverse group of authors and traditions. 

This course’s theme is “Monsters and Magical Creatures.” As such, we will examine the use the class texts make of the monstrous and the magical as ways to explain reality and cultural values. 
Final Exam Date & Other Important Dates
Final Exam Details: The final exam for ENGL 2331will be a “Signature Project” due at the start of your scheduled exam time for this course. This project will be due on Monday, May 4 at 10 A.M. You may submit this project early, so do not ask to extend the due date.
[bookmark: _Toc76025886][bookmark: _Toc79682574][bookmark: _Toc100662726]
Learning Outcomes
This course satisfies three hours of Language, Philosophy, and Culture requirements in the UNT Core Curriculum.  
Students will be able to…
· Examine literature's connections to society and culture. 
· Use humanistic modes of inquiry to analyze human experiences and expressions across space and time 
· Analyze a literary text for form, tone, voice, theme, genre, plot, characterization, point of view, setting, symbolism, and figurative language.
· Argue a thesis about a literary work using the text itself as evidence. 
· Synthesize and evaluate others’ arguments in the articulation of a thesis.
· Articulate the differences between poetry, prose, and drama genres in literature.
· Identify and describe cultural values in literature.
· Synthesize learning into a “Signature Project,” putting their literary knowledge into a different medium.

[bookmark: _Toc76025888][bookmark: _Toc79682576][bookmark: _Toc100662728]Required Texts / Materials 
Required Texts: Please note the edition and translators. It is very important that we are all reading the same editions, especially regarding translated works.

· [bookmark: _Toc76025889][bookmark: _Toc79682577][bookmark: _Toc100662729]Homer, The Odyssey, translated by Richmond Lattimore ISBN-13: 978-0-06-124418-6.
· William Shakespeare, The Tempest. Folger Shakespeare Library (2015) ISBN-13: 978-0-7434-8283-7.
· Franz Kafka, The Metamorphosis and Other Stories, translated by Stanley Appelbaum. Dover Thrift Editions. ISBN-13: 978-0-486-29030-0.
· Yann Martel, Life of Pi. Harcourt, 2001. ISBN-13: 978-0-15-602732-1
· Course packet provided by instructor.
· Readings posted to Canvas.

[bookmark: _Toc76025890][bookmark: _Toc79682578][bookmark: _Toc100662730]***Bring the text(s) from which you were assigned reading to class with you. For instance, no need to bring Life of Pi the first half of the semester as we won’t crack open that book until after Spring Break. 

Required Materials: In addition to your textbook, you will need the following:

1. Please bring paper and writing utensils every day. I recommend a notebook in which you take handwritten notes. Please see me if you have accommodations that allow you to take notes on computer or digital tablet.
2. Access to Microsoft Word. All papers should be formatted in Microsoft Word to avoid formatting issues with D2L, varying word counts, etc. The computers in the library and computer labs will have Microsoft Word for you to use. You also have free access to Microsoft Office products from your UNT account.
3. Access to Canvas. If your personal computer is unreliable, please make use of the computers available for you at UNT.
4. If you take notes on a computer or tablet, you must be prepared to print them out before any in-class quizzes or exams. I will not allow digital books or notes.


[bookmark: _Toc76025891][bookmark: _Toc79682579][bookmark: _Toc100662731]AI in English Class
You may not use AI to generate material for your class assignments in this English course. I realize that professors in other disciplines (Computer Science, Business, etc.) may have different rules. However, the main way I can check your comprehension in this course is through your writing. Asking ChatGPT, for instance, to write your Magical Creature Introduction Mini Project is no different than buying a paper off the internet or having a friend do your work for you. YOU are the one receiving credit for the course, so YOU must do the work. 
I have developed a radar for this kind of writing in my class as it has several “tells.” If I suspect your work has been written with the aid of an AI, I will put a zero on the assignment and ask you to come in and discuss the matter with me during office hours. There is the possibility of a grade change should you be able to give a good explanation for why your writing looks suspicious, but you should be upfront with me about your use of AI. You may use a Token to re-do an assignment.
An exception to this policy will be certain sections of the Public Scholarship Mini Project or other activities as indicated in the assignment instructions. However, the default stance is that AI is not allowed.
[bookmark: _Toc76025924][bookmark: _Toc79682612][bookmark: _Toc100662764]Student Perception of Teaching (SPOT)
Towards the end of the term, you will receive an email asking you to complete your SPOT for this course. I appreciate your thoughtful and reflective feedback to help make this course successful for future students. You can fill out the SPOT by clicking on the link in the email or in Canvas when SPOTs open.  I will offer extra credit or open an additional Token for those who complete the SPOT. See Canvas for details.
Instructional Methods
This course will include the following instructional methods: lecture, group activities, discussion (whole-class and small group), quizzes, graded and non-graded classwork, and exams. I will call on students to offer opinions in class, whether they are raising their hands or not, so be prepared!
[bookmark: _Toc76025892][bookmark: _Toc79682580][bookmark: _Toc100662732][bookmark: _Toc76025894][bookmark: _Toc79682582][bookmark: _Toc100662734]Course Policies and Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc76025893][bookmark: _Toc79682581][bookmark: _Toc100662733]Grading Philosophy: Contract Grading

What is Contract Grading? Here’s a definition from the Ohio State University (emphasis mine):
Contract grading schemes utilize a task-oriented design that incorporates a combination of assignments, exams, and projects. Where contract grading differs from traditional grading schemes, though, is in their invitation to students to consider their own needs for how and when they will complete tasks to earn their desired grade. Furthermore, contract grading introduces and encourages early and open communication since moving through coursework with a grading contract constitutes a predetermined, cooperative agreement between instructor and learner.
How does this work in ENGL 2331? You decide what grade you want to make and do the tasks that will take you to that grade. For example, do you have a heavy semester load and would be happy with a B in the class? Then, only do the activities that will get you to a B in the course. You could, for example, just decide not to do the Signature Project (worth 200 points). Do you need an “A” to boost your GPA (or because you want to stretch yourself in this class)? Then, you will do enough assignments to add up to 900 points.
To get the points for any activity or project, you must complete it to a passing level (which I consider a 75%). Bigger point projects will have a rubric. Smaller assignments (like quizzes) will be based on points. You have several opportunities to re-do any assignments that you don’t pass (see info under “Tokens” later in this syllabus).
Your grade is determined by how many points you accumulate over the course of the semester. The total point value for the course is 1000 points. Most of my students in the past have loved this approach, but you may be an exception. Please come visit with me if you have any questions or concerns.
Assignment Descriptions
Successful completion of the tasks below will earn you 750 points, or a “C” in the course. This will result in a “Pass” if you’re taking the course Pass/No Credit.
Engagement Assignments
Engagement refers to your participation in the course. I will take several Engagement assignments each week. These assignments may take the form of a “completion” grade (like the Student Questionnaire) or you may need to score a 7/10 on an assignment to receive credit (like the Syllabus Quiz). Engagement activities will be not usually be announced ahead of time. As you can deduce from this description, attendance is important. I don’t grade attendance per se, but I do take up graded work during class. If you know about an absence ahead of time (for instance, you will miss class for a university-sponsored activity like an athletic competition), please contact me so that we can make sure you are able to complete any Engagement activities you may miss.
I will drop five of the 30 Engagement assignments. If you have chronic attendance issues, please come visit with me during office hours so that we can devise a plan. You might not get the grade you are striving for if you do not complete the assignments. 
The Engagement category is worth 250 points, or 25% of your overall grade.

Quizzes
Over the course of the semester, I will assign seven quizzes over the reading and class notes. These quizzes will have an objective and essay sections and, except for Quiz 5, will be taken during class, written in ink and on paper. 
Each quiz is worth 25 points, and I will drop one of the seven quiz. Therefore, if you miss class on a quiz day, that could be your dropped quiz. 
The quiz category is worth 150 points, or 15% of your overall grade.

Mini Projects
You can choose to do independent Mini Projects to not only increase your knowledge but also to reach a B or A in the class. Your mini projects may be either in written form or in audio (podcast) or video (YouTube, TikTok, etc.) format. 
Each Mini Project is worth 50 points (or half a letter grade). See D2L for specific instructions for each Mini Project. There will be five total, but you only need to four to get an “A” in the class (assuming you have completed all the other assignments):
1. Magical Creature Introduction
2. Tempest Theatre Review
3. Public Scholarship Project
4. Criticism Project
5. Adaptation Analysis


Midterm Exam,
There will be a midterm exam during Week 8 and will consist of an Essay portion (taken in class) and an Objective portion (on Canvas).
This project is worth 150 points (Essay 50 points, Objective portion 100 points), or 15% of your final grade.

Signature Project
The Final Exam for this class is a “Signature Project,” with the main project due at the start of your class’s exam time. Before the final project is due, you will be asked to turn in a Proposal and a Resources List.
I will be asking you what type of project you plan on doing in the second half of the semester. Your Project may take a variety of forms, but the main point is to relate a literary work (or works) we’ve been studying this semester to an outside interest (whether it is academic or otherwise).
Your project may be written or multimodal. If written, you should have around 2000 words of text of some sort. If a slides presentation, you should have at least 15 slides. If a video or audio production, you should have between 5-8 minutes’ worth of material.
Here are some ideas to get your mind working. 
· Are you an aspiring educator? Create a Unit Plan for a piece of literature we’ve read this semester. It’s okay to take on a smaller chunk—like several poems. 
· Do you enjoy film? Create a YouTube video analyzing an adaptation of a work we’ve read this semester. 
· Do you like to write creatively? Write a fan fic or an adaptation of one of the works we’ve read.
· Design costumes for a film version of one of the works we’ve read. 
· Create a PowerPoint presentation on some historical or interpretive aspect of one of the works we’ve read (that I didn’t cover) that you might give to a college class.
· Record a podcast discussing a work’s influence on a current popular culture work (song, film, tv series, etc.)
· You may, with advance permission, team up with one to two other students to do a group project, but the requirements would double (or triple). Talk to Dr. Kraemer well in advance of the semester’s end to clear your idea.
· Etc. etc. etc. I really want you to have fun with this project while synthesizing the knowledge you’ve gained this semester.
See Canvas for more details and for project examples.
This project is worth 200 points, or 20% of your final grade.




Grading 
[bookmark: _Toc76025895][bookmark: _Toc79682583][bookmark: _Toc100662735]Final Grade Elements / Grade Breakdown

	Quizzes 
In-class essays reflecting on reading or class discussion
Seven @ 25 points each
I will drop one of these assignments.
	15% (150 points)

	Engagement
In-class activities, discussions, comprehension checks, quiz preps.
30 @ 10 points each
I will drop five of these assignments. I will collect engagement assignments at specified times throughout the semester (see Canvas), so do not throw anything away until I have passed it back to you after grading it.
	25% (250 points)

	Midterm Exam
The assignment has several parts:
· Essay Portion (50 pts)—in class
· Objective Portion (100 pts)—on Canvas
	15% (150 points)

	Mini Projects
There will be five mini-projects. Each is worth 50 points. 
	25% (250 points)

	Signature Project*
This project will serve as your final exam for the course. It will include a Proposal (25 pts) and a Project (175 pts).
	20% (200 points)

	TOTAL
	100% (1000 points)                       



Grading Scale
	Grade
	Score
	Grade
	Score

	A
	900-1000 points
	C
	700-799 points

	B
	800-899 points
	D
	600-699 points

	
	
	F
	599 points or below


*Note that I do not round grades. You may want to ensure you have slight more than the minimum points. 
[bookmark: _Toc76025899][bookmark: _Toc79682587][bookmark: _Toc100662739]Late Work
· Due dates on the calendar are firm. You have the dates in advance. Please use your time wisely and plan if you have scheduling challenges that coincide with assignment due dates. See note about Tokens below.
· At the beginning of the course, you will receive three Tokens that you may use for the following purposes:
· A 24-hour extension on an assignment
· A re-do on an assignment for a re-consideration of a grade (you will need to have the revision ready to go before activating the Token)
· Any un-used Tokens will be applied as extra credit to the midterm or final exam at the end of the semester.
· If you have frequent absences due to illness or school-sponsored activities, please contact me so that we can arrange makeup work.
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Please approach me with grade concerns. This is best done in office hours. Note that I have “by appointment” office hours in addition to regularly scheduled ones.
Reading Expectations 
Come to class each day having prepared the assigned reading for that day. This means doing the actual reading, of course, but also annotating your texts for compelling or troubling passages, jotting down questions or comments for discussion, responding to any written prompts assigned for that day. You will probably spend 3-6 hours per week outside of class on homework for this course. Be aware of upcoming assignments and plan your time accordingly. You may need to read ahead.
Please bring the appropriate book to class with you for class discussions, activities, and quizzes (most are open book, open note!). For instance, if you were supposed to read from The Odyssey for that day, be sure to bring your copy of the book with you to class.
[bookmark: _Toc76025901][bookmark: _Toc79682589][bookmark: _Toc100662741]Attendance
From UNT Policy 06.039: The first point of contact for all students should be the instructor. Absences that do not fall under Title IX, Required Military Service, and Official University Functions, are deemed a matter between the student and their faculty member. If the absence is due to an extenuating circumstance that exceeds 5 consecutive days, the faculty member may request for the student to provide documentation through the Dean of Students’ office. 
An absence will be excused by the university for: 
a. religious holy day, including travel for that purpose; 
b. participation in an official university function; 
c. required military service, including travel for that purpose; 
d. pregnancy and parenting under Title IX; and 
e. when the University is officially closed. 
Please note that I do not grade attendance per se (though I do take it as a matter of record keeping). However, we do work in class every day that will count towards your Engagement grade. If you miss more than five assignments in that category, your grade will begin to suffer. It is your responsibility to communicate with me if you are experiencing circumstances that affect your attendance. Note that I am not under obligation to excuse absences outside the parameters listed above.


UNT Policies and Student Resources
Academic Integrity Policy
Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity,
academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication,
facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in
a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University.

ADA Policy
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation
must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is
verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private
discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however,
ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must
meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA
website.

Prohibition of Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (Policy 16.004)
The University of North Texas (UNT) prohibits discrimination and harassment because of race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information,
veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal or state law in its application and
admission processes; educational programs and activities; employment policies, procedures, and processes; and
university facilities. The University takes active measures to prevent such conduct and investigates and takes
remedial action when appropriate.

Emergency Notification & Procedures
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an
emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills,
fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering
course materials.

Retention of Student Records
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All
records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course
are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online
system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year.
Students have the right to view their individual record; however, information about student’s records will not be
divulged to other individuals without proper written consent. Students are encouraged to review the Public
Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the University’s policy. See
UNT Policy 10.10, Records Management and Retention for additional information.

Acceptable Student Behavior
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to
learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students
engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the
student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.
The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including University and
electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. Visit UNT’s Code of Student Conduct to learn more.

Access to Information: Eagle Connect
Students’ access point for business and academic services at UNT is located at my.unt.edu. All official
communication from the University will be delivered to a student’s Eagle Connect account. For more information,
please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect and how to forward e-mail Eagle Connect.

Student Evaluation Administration Dates
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student evaluation of
instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The survey will be made available during weeks 13-16
of the long semesters to provide students with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. Students will
receive an email from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" with the survey link. Students should look for the email in their UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and complete the survey. Once students complete the survey, they will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted. For additional information, please visit the SPOT website or email spot@unt.edu.

Sexual Assault Prevention
UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, including
sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal laws (Title IX and the
Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, and therefore prohibit
sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship violence, stalking,
and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. UNT’s Survivor
Advocates can assist a student who has been impacted by violence by filing protective orders, completing crime
victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with
housing to facilitate a room change where appropriate, and connecting students to other resources available both
on and off campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean
of Students Office at 940-565- 2648. Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially reported to
the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565 2759.

Support for Survivors of Sexual Assault
If you are a survivor of relational or sexual violence, there is support for you. There are on- and off-campus
resources available to survivors at no cost. Counseling and Testing Services can provide confidential mental health
counseling. They are in Chestnut Hall 311. You may also call (940) 565-2741 to schedule an appointment. Denton
County Friends of the Family is a community agency that offers free counseling and 24/7 crisis hotline services
to survivors. Contact them at (940) 387-5131. The UNT Survivor advocate can assist in reporting options, arrange
for academic and housing accommodations, schedule appointments and help connect students to UNT and other
community resources. They are in Union 409 and can be contacted at (940) 565-2648. To report sexual
misconduct to Equal Opportunity & Title IX, visit report.unt.edu. The UNT Police Department can be contacted at
(940) 565-3000.

Use of Student Work
A student owns the copyright for all work (e.g. software, photographs, reports, presentations, and email postings)
he or she creates within a class, and the University is not entitled to use any student work without the student’s
permission unless all of the following criteria are met:

• The work is used only once.
• The work is not used in its entirety.
• Use of the work does not affect any potential profits from the work.
• The student is not identified.
• The work is identified as student work.

If the use of the work does not meet all of the above criteria, then the University office or department using the
work must obtain the student’s written permission.

Class Recordings 
Do not record this class either via audio or video without express prior permission from the instructor.

Student Support Services
Mental Health
UNT provides mental health resources to students to help ensure there are numerous outlets to turn to that
wholeheartedly care for and are there for students in need, regardless of the nature of an issue or its severity.
Listed below are several resources on campus that can support your academic success and mental well-being:
• Student Health and Wellness Center 
• Counseling and Testing Services 
• UNT Care Team 
• UNT Psychiatric Services 
• Individual Counseling 
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Additional Student Support Services
• Registrar 
• Financial Aid 
• Student Legal Services 
• Career Center 
• Multicultural Center 
• Counseling and Testing Services 
• UNT Food Pantry

Academic Support Services
• Academic Resource Center 
• Academic Success Center 
• UNT Libraries 
• Writing Lab 
• MathLab
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