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	University of North Texas
Department of Rehabilitation and Health Services
Environmental Health: PUBH 3025
3 Credit Hours
FALL 2024



Instructor Name: Dr. Jody Terrell		
Instructor Email: jody.terrell@unt.edu
This is an Internet course; please email to make an appointment. 

Course Description: Environmental health is a branch of public health concerned with how both the natural and built environmentsaffect human health. It looks at the impacts of physical, chemical and biologicalfactors on humans.Thisonline course is designed to teach public health undergraduate students the fundamental concepts of environmental health including topics on environmental justice, air and water pollution, solid waste, built environment and occupational health. This course will alsoexamine the sources, exposure routes, regulation and healthoutcomes associated with biological, chemical, and physical agents in the environment, bothnaturally occurring and man‐made.

Learning Objectives

· Discuss the history and definitions of environmental health
· Describe concepts related to environmental justice and unique environmental issues affecting communities 
· Describe and illustrate through case examples ways in which environmental factors in community, occupational, and residential settings impact public health.
· Describe methods used in epidemiology and toxicology to assess environmental exposures and hazards
· Recognize and describe the breadth of environmental agents and hazards that impact public health
· Describe specific applications of environmental health concepts to fields such aswater quality control, food safety, and occupational health
· Examine personal contributions to environmental degradations and the challenges that humanity faces.
Course Pre-requisites: None

About the Professor / Instructor 
Welcome toPUBH 3025(Environmental Health).  My name is Dr. Jody Terrell. I will be your instructor for PUBH 3025 for this semester.  I am an adjunct faculty in the Department of Rehabilitation and Health Services.
My teaching philosophy is to help students achieve 100% of their learning capacity.  I will teach to all of the students in their own learning style which includes Auditory, Visual and Kinesthetic. Now each student probably has all three, but most students have a dominate style and two others. Stressed out learners usually don’t succeed.
I am looking forward to interacting with you all in this online class format. Moreover, I encourage you to take advantage of the discussion boards to also interact with your peers. To get started with this course, I recommend reading the syllabus, rubrics, and other course details from the Course Overview.
You can contact me with any questions or comments about this course via email through EagleConnect not through the Canvas portal.  I will try my best to respond to your emails within 24 hours.  Also, if you need to meet in person, I can meet you on campus.  Just make sure you have an appointment first.
If you are experiencing technical difficulties with this course, at any time, the UNT resources available will be the staff at the student helpdesk. 
What I hope you learn the most in this course is the ability to transfer information from theory to application.  It is one thing to learn about something, but it is another to understand it enough to apply it.I encourage you to give 100% effort and I will do the same.  When you succeed, we both succeed. 
This course is 100% online.  I will be available to entertain students’ questions. Email me (through Eagle Connect) whenever you have a question.  This class is 100% online and is asynchronous. We can meet through Zoom if that will be easier for you. I do come into the office periodically if that would be even more convenient.  Times and dates will be available if needed. 
Assigned Text and Supplemental Text
Required text: Friis, R. H. (2019). Essentials of environmental health (3rd ed.).
Burlington, MA: Jones & Bartlett Learning. ISBN: 978-1-284-12397-5

Supplemental text: Howard Frumkin. Environmental Health: From Global to Local (Public
Health/ Environmental Health) 3rd Edition ISBN-13: 978-1118984765.

READINGS and ASSIGNMENTS
Assignments are available in CANVAS for a week.  Please make note of the dues dates.  No late assignments will be accepted.
1. Journal Entries/Self-Reflection Assignments (4 @ 50 points each for a total of 20%): To incorporate active learning and application of course objectives to real‐world analyses, journal assignments will be given during the semester.  Please see dates below.  Your journal should be reflective of what you have learned in each module and readings.  It must provide your personal thoughtful analysis of the concepts, theories, and challenges that humanity faces withenvironmental problems.You may also reflect on the experiences of the people described in the text and videos.  Self-appraisal and personal reflection are significant part of writing a journal.  Hence, you need to make a connection between what you have learned in the modules to what you have learned in the readings as well as how all of these reflect some of the experiences that you have had prior to taking this course. For example, analyze how the changes in theenvironment have impacted the lives of people and perhaps of your own.  Also, keep in mind the overall learning objectives of this course and be certain you address whether or not you are achieving them.  The journal entry must be 200 words at least. It is my philosophy that “More is better” and your grade will reflect the substance of your writings.  Submissions will turn on Sunday’s at 11:59 pm.

2. Quizzes (6 @ 25 points each for a total of 150 points): To help ensure that students have reviewed and understood the online materials, quizzes (six total) will be assigned as shown in the schedule below.These quizzes are meant to be learning opportunities, giving you the chance to see how muchof the material you understand, and where you may need to spend more time. All materials in lectures, videos and assigned readings are fair game.The quizzes are designed to test your knowledge and help you study for the exams.  You will decide on the score that you want to earn on each quiz because you have multiple attempts until you earn a perfect score if that is what you want.The quiz will be open on Monday morning at 12:00 am and be available for a week.
3. Discussions (15each @ 20 points each for a total of 30%): Sixdiscussion question sets will be posted. These discussions should enable students apply a broad-picture perspective to environmental health. Students are required to integrate lecture materials with specific current or historical issues. This will include ethical considerations, critical appraisals of specific issues, and integration with other public health disciplines. The specific discussion question(s) will be released at the start of the relevant module. You are required to first POST in your comments, read all of the posts of your classmates, and reply to at least two of the posts that you read. NOTE: You have to post your discussion FIRST before you see the posts of your classmates. Discussions are available on Monday at 12:00 am for a week. More instructions for the discussion including a rubric will be provided on canvas. Again, responding to your peers with “I agree” is not enough.  “More is better”.  Please see the Discussion Rubric. 

4. Environmental Video Evaluation (3@50 points each for a total of15%): Students will submit video evaluations ofthree separate videos in this class. Students are required to submit at least a one-page typed-written (font size =12) reaction paper of the video (500 words). More instructions for the movie evaluation including a rubric will be provided on canvas. Due dates for the movie review are listed on the course schedule (Sundays at 11:59pm on assigned dates). 

5. [bookmark: _Hlk48994544]Exams (2 @ 100 points each for a total of 20%): To provide students with opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge of the course material, two non-cumulative exams will be given. For all two exams, students are responsible for material covered during the lectures and theircorresponding reading assignments. You will have a certain amount of time to take the exam once you begin. Also, you will have only ONE attempt once you begin the exam you must continue until the exam is complete.Lock-down browser may be used for all exams. Once you open the exam you must complete it, NO second chances.  See due dates in the Schedule below.

Grading Scale: Your final grade will be based on the following point scale
A:   900 -1000
B:   800 - 899
C:   700 - 799
D:   600 - 699
F:   < 599
Reminder:  There is NO round ups:  for example an 89.99999 is a B.  Please do not ask. 

You have 7 days from the day your exam, quiz or assignment including discussion boards 
were posted to question, challenge or request a reason for the grade.  After 7 days that grade (points) stands and you will not be able to challenge it at another time.

Assignment Breakdown: 
Journal Entries/Self-Reflection Assignments (4% each for a total of 20%):
Quizzes (2.5% each for a total of 15%):
Discussions (5% each for a total of 30%)
Environmental Video Evaluation (5% each for a total of15%)
Exams (10% each for a total of 20%)
                                  Total Percentage:  100%

Please review the following Schedule.
[bookmark: _Hlk174803102]Schedule(The instructor reserves the right to amend this schedule as needed)
	Week
	Readings
	Lecture topics

	Activities/Due Dates/
Module Dates

	1
	Friis Chapter 1

	Introduction and history of environmental health
	August 19-25
Syllabus quiz (all or none)

	2
	Friis Chapter 2

	Environmental epidemiology 
	August 26-September 1
Journal entry #1

	3
	Friis Chapter 3 


	Environmental toxicology 
	September 3-8
Discussion #1
Quiz #1

	4
	Frumkin Chapter 10, 11


	Ethics and environmental justice and vulnerable populations
	September 9-15
Journal entry #2
Video evaluation #1 


	5
	Friis Chapter 6

	Toxic metals and elements
	September 16 - 22
Discussion #2
Quiz #2

	6
	Friis Chapter 7
	Pesticides and other chemicals
	September 23 - 29
Journal entry #3
Discussion #3
Quiz #3

	7
	Friis Chapter 8
	Radiation
	September 30-Oct. 6


	8
	Exam #1

	Oct. 7 – Oct. 13


	9
	Friis Chapter 9
	Water quality
	October 14 - 20
Journal entry #4
Video evaluation #2

	10
	Friis Chapter 10
	Air quality
	October 21-27
Discussion #4
Quiz #4

	11
	Friis Chapter 11
	Food safety
	October 28- Nov. 3
Journal entry #5
Discussion #5
Quiz #5


	12
	Friis Chapter 12
	Solid and liquid wastes
	November 4 - 10
Discussion #6
Quiz #6
Video evaluation #3


	13
	Friis Chapter 13
	Occupational health  
	November 11 - 17


	14

15

	No Class   

FriisChapter 14

	THANKSGIVING BREAK
Please be safe
Injuries/Unintentional injuries
	November 18 - 24

November 25 – Dec. 1


	16
	Friis Chapter 4
	Environmental policies and regulations 
	December 2 - 7

	
17
	
Exam #2 Posted December 9th at 12:00 AM
	
Due: December 11th at 11:59 PM



Time Requirements/Commitment: In order to be a successful online student, you should plan to log in to the course daily, possess excellent time managementand organization skills, and avoid procrastination (risk of technology failure increases as thedeadline for an assignment approaches).No late assignments will be accepted for internet issues.

*Technology/Internet issues is not an excuse for missed assignment.
There are weekly readings that you need to keep up with in order to do well in this class. Make note of due dates for the quizzes, journal entries, discussions, video evaluations, and exams.

Submitting Assignments: Assignments should be submitted through Canvas by the specified due date. Each assignmentwill have a submission link/drop box. Video evaluation papers will be checked by Turnitin, and lockdown browser may be used for the exams, all within the Canvas system.The times used in this syllabus are all Central Standard Time. Modules open every Monday at 12:00 am and close on Sunday at 11:59 pm. 

Late Assignments: Late assignments are NOT accepted.Please do not email me your late assignments.  I will NOT grade them.

NOTE: Missed assignments. There are no make-up quizzes, exams or assignments unless it is a university excuse, i.e. sports event you are involved with a university trip, etc. Also, a death the immediate family and a doctor’s note for the days the event describes. This is up to my discretion. A death the immediate family and a doctor’s note for the days the event describes.   
Please Do Not Ask for extra work at the end of the semester.  Also, keep in mind that your online presence can be tracked.
Online Course Technology Requirements & Skills
Technology Requirements: Please familiarize yourself with the technical requirements to complete this online course:
Canvas
Please familiarize yourself with the technical requirements to complete this course:
1. Hardware and Software requirements for Canvas
2. Canvas Browser Check

Technology Competencies/Skills
Students enrolled in the course must be prepared to perform the basic tasks below.  
1. Send and receive email
2. Attach files to an email message
3. Use of basic Microsoft Office programs
4. Save files to an external device (e.g. flash drive, CD, or DVD)
5. Post and reply to discussion forums 

Student Support Services: Also known at the University of North Texas campus as SSS. All activities and services provided by SSS are intended to help students progress through their degree to an on-time graduation.  Please refer to the student support services website (https://trio.unt.edu/sss) for detailed list of services. More student support information is also available on Canvas.
Communication with the Instructor:Personalized communication between instructor and student is important in enhancing the learning experience. The primary means to contact me will be via Eagle Connect e-mail: jody.terrell@unt.edu only, Not by the Canvas in box.  I will not open them.
Instructor Response Time:
· Questions via email will be answered within 24 hours during the work week. In case you do not receive a response to your email, please email me back after 72 hours.
· Feedback/grades will be posted within 7 days after the item’s submission due date.  If you have a question about your grade, you have 7 days to question or comment on the grade.  I do make mistakes and will evaluate the grade and if changes are warranted, they will be changes.  After 7 days of the grade posting the grade stands.  No excuses. 
· Final grades will be posted by the due date listed in the Academic Calendar
Grades Incomplete:In general, students will not be allowed to take an Incomplete in the course. If you find you have a legitimate reason for needing to take an Incomplete (refer to UNT policy on requesting incompletes), please discuss with me as soon as possible.
Academic Integrity:All works submitted for credit must be original works created by the scholar uniquely for the class. It is considered inappropriate and unethical, to make duplicate submissions of a single work for credit in multiple classes, unless specifically requested by the instructor. You are encouraged to become familiar with the university's Student Standards of Academic Integrity policy:(https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf)
Students will receive no credit for the assignment or assessment on which the student engaged in academic misconduct.
[bookmark: UNTPolicies]Syllabus Revision: The course instructor reserves the right to modify any portion of this syllabus. Students are expected to be aware of any presented changes. A best effort will be made to provide an opportunity for students to comment on a proposed change before the change takes place.	
UNT POLICIES
Student Conduct and Discipline:  Student Handbook. 
Please refer to the UNT Faculty Handbook or your department regarding the Student Code of Conduct Policy.
Academic Honesty Policy
Please refer to the UNT Faculty Handbook or your department regarding the Academic Policy. 
You are encouraged to become familiar with the University's Policy of Academic dishonesty found in the Student Handbook. The content of the Handbook applies to this course. Additionally, the following specific requirements will be expected in this class: (enter specific requirements). If you are in doubt regarding the requirements, please consult with me before you complete any requirements of the course.
ADA Policy
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://disability.unt.edu/. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
Add/Drop Policy
Please refer to the UNT Faculty Handbook or your department regarding the Add/Drop Policy.
Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses: 
Federal Regulation
To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking online courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website athttp://www.oea.gov/index.php/links/electronic-code-of-federal-regulations. The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at "Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph (f) (6) (i) (G)” and can be found buried within this document:  http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2012-title8-vol1/xml/CFR-2012-title8-vol1-sec214-2.xml
The paragraph reads: 
(G) For F–1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not require the student's physical attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F–1 student's course of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student's full course of study requirement.
University of North Texas Compliance 
To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the completion of this course.
If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following:
(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within one week of the start of the course.
(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office.  ISSS has a form available that you may use for this purpose.
Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he should contact the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline.
Please read this page, you will see it again on future tests, quizzes etc. 
Review of Rules to succeed in this class:
1. I only accept emails through EagleConnect all other emails will not be recognized and dismissed. 
2. When you receive a grade you have 7 consecutive days to question or dispute the grade.  After 7 days, it is permanent in the grade book. 
3. No late work accepted unless you have a university excuse backed up by documentation.  Excuses that are absolutely not accepted are the following:  My dog ate my paper, I forgot, I had internet problems, I was out of town, I didn’t see the announcement about the assignment, I didn’t know it was the assignment or test was due, etc.  
4. Do not take screen shots of test, quiz or exam questions.  This is considered cheating and I will check into it.  
5. Do not send me screen shots of your questions unless I ask for them.  I do have the student view on my computer and will be able to see it for myself.  Just explain the problem and let me know.  
6. All tests, quizzes and exams are rechecked after all students have taken the test, quizzes and exam and I run a question analysis.  If more than half of the students miss that question, I will evaluate everyone’s grade.  For the students that got it right, their grade will not go down.  If students missed it and it should have been their answer, their grade will reflect the change. 
7. About the chain of command:  If you have a question, problem, or concern, please come and talk to me first.  If we can resolve it all is well.  If we can’t resolve it, we both will take it to Dr. Rachita Sharma, the department chair, and she will find the solution.  Do not go to the president, dean or governor of Texas.  This doesn’t help  your case and there is no value to this action.  
8. Do not send me any assignments through email.  Regardless of the reason, unless I specifically request it.  There will be a drop box for “excused assignments”, and you can drop it there if you have a university excuse.  If you email it to me, it will go in my trash bucket without opening it.  
9. If you are going to miss an assignment and you have a university excuse, please notify me ASAP before the absence if possible.  
10. You will have a chance for one “Extra Credit” assignments at the start of the semester, you will not have anymore “Extra Credit” assignments, so don’t ask.  The two extra credit assignments will have a due date on them and will not be accepted after the due date expires.  
11. I do not “round up” points, so you will get the grade that the points fall at the end of the semester.  For example: an 89.999 is a B, a 79.999 is a C and so on.  Please do not ask for me to round it to the next grade.  
12. I must treat all students the same, and I will do everything in my power to make it fair to all students.  Please don’t ask me to do something, I can’t do for all students.  

Let’s have a great semester, and please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. We need to work together.  

Thank you,
Dr. Terrell 
 


The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus, and all other course materials as deemed necessary.
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