[bookmark: page1]Ornithology Lab (BIOL 4056/5005.501) Syllabus
Spring 2024, Mondays 8:00-10:50 am

TA: Victoria Langham
Email: Victorialangham@my.unt.edu
Office Hours: By appointment in my office or via zoom (email me to set up a time)

Professor: Dr. Jim Bednarz
Email: James.Bednarz@unt.edu
Office: Life Sciences A128C

Course Materials

Field guide (one field guide strongly recommended):

Sibley, D. A. (2016). The Sibley field guide to birds of Eastern North America: Second
Edition. New York: 1-433. (ISBN: 978-0307957917)

National Geographic Field Guide to the Birds of North America, 7th edition (2017). National Geographic. (ISBN: 978-1426218354)

Phone field guides (optional): 
eBird (not optional—you will need this)
iBird and iBird Pro
Merlin Bird ID
Audubon Bird Guide
iNaturalist
Raptor ID
	
Binoculars:
Binoculars will be available for checkout. If you have a pair that are a bit hefty, you may still want to consider checking out a pair.
Finding the Best Binoculars for Birding
6 Steps to Choosing a Pair of Binoculars You’ll Love 
Best Binoculars: The Cornell Lab Review 2013
The Audubon Guide to Binoculars
(*Those interested in a career in ornithology may want to consider investing in either Nikon Monarch m5’s or Vortex Diamondbacks, costing about $300. The optics truly can’t compare and they have a lifetime warranty.)

Course Objective
This course focuses on learning how to identify birds by sight and sound.

A comprehensive list of avian species (~200) will be covered over the course of the semester. Before coming to class, students should review the predetermined weekly list of birds using the links on Canvas and a field guide. Students are expected to know several facts for each species including: 1) scientific Order & Family; 2) general characteristics for Orders and Families; 3) common name; and 4) morphological characteristics. In addition, students must learn the song/call for a subset of species. This information will be available during lab, on Canvas, or in a field guide. Additional species information will be given in class. Students should be able to properly spell all Order, Family, and common names correctly; incorrect spelling on a quiz or exam may result in the loss of points.

Course Assessment

Exams

There will be 2 exams during the semester that will include visual and auditory identification of birds in the lab using museum specimens, photos, and sound recordings. Students are required to know the scientific Order, Family, natural history, and common name of each species on the “Bird List” up to and including the date of the exam. The exams may also cover basic avian biology and anatomy. The midterm and final are currently planned to be in-person, though this is subject to change. Both exams are cumulative.

Quizzes

Over the course of the semester, there will be four quizzes in the lab. The quizzes may cover bird ID; Order, Family, and/or common names; characteristics; calls/songs; etc.
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Exam/quiz make-ups will only be allowed for valid reasons (i.e., official school or medical conflicts). A verifiable document is required. Students must prearrange an alternative date for the missed exam/quiz prior to the exam/quiz date; failure to do so in advance will result in a score of zero. The format and questions of the missed exam/quiz is subject to change. There will be no other make-ups.

Presentations

Each student will present information on several species during the semester. The presentation must include all required species as instructed by the TA. Every student must meet with the TA one week prior to giving the presentation to ensure correctness and proper time management. See rubric posted on Canvas for further details.

Independent Observations /eBird

Becoming proficient at the skills required for birding requires practice. These skills include using binoculars to observe birds, song recognition, the use of a field guide, and listening patiently and quietly. Over the course of the semester, we expect students to spend time birding outside of class at a spot appropriate to see birds behaving in their natural habitat (i.e. parks, forests, reserves- not neighborhoods or streets). Students should avoid areas heavily visited by people and traffic. Observations should be a minimum of 60 minutes in length and at least five species must be recorded; the sole purpose during the observation should be to see and hear birds. Pets should not accompany you, as they alter avian behavior. A minimum of five (for undergrads) or ten (for grad students) independent observations should be entered into eBird and a copy of the eBird report needs to be emailed to the TA. Note: these points (50 for undergrads, 100 for grads) are included with the lecture portion of the course. For further instructions, see rubric posted on Canvas.
Participation

There will be seven labs during the semester. Students are expected to attend all labs and will receive points based upon class participation (e.g., engaged during presentations, asking questions, camera on, etc.) Failure to attend lab will result in complete loss of points for that day (unless one provides proper documentation for an excused absence). There will be no make-ups for missing labs. Point discernment will be decided by the TA during each lab.

[bookmark: page3]There will be five field trips during the semester; you are required to attend all five of them, unless you have an excused absence. Four field trips will occur during lab time; one will occur on a Saturday and will take the place of the scheduled lab for the week. We will also have one field trip that takes place over the weekend at High Island on the Texas coast that is optional. Please use the sign-up sheet to indicate you are going to participate in a particular trip. 

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.

Any student caught cheating in any form will be punished to the full extent of University regulations, including but not limited to receiving a zero for the exam and an F for the course. Your exams may be copied before they are returned; therefore, any changed answers will be recognized and a zero will be given for the exam if one is dishonestly attempting to get more points.
There will be one written assignment during this course which will be submitted through TurnItIn. Detection of use of artificial intelligence (such as ChatGPT) to generate this assignment will be treated as plagiarism and the student will be subject to identical consequences. 

Americans with Disabilities Act

We cooperate with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA, http://www.unt.edu/oda) to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students (cf. Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504, Rehabilitation Act) with disabilities. If you have a disability for which you require accommodation, please first register with the ODA, then discuss your needs with the instructor or submit a written Accommodation Request on or before the second class day.

Release of Grades

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA, 1974), does not permit faculty or staff to report grades by phone or email. Please discuss all grade matters with the TA during office hours.300 points total:
270-300 = A
240–269 = B
210–239 = C
180–209 = D

	Grade
	Points
	Percent

	Exams
	
	

	
	Midterm
	45
	15%

	
	Final
	45
	15%

	Quizzes 
	45
	15%

	Presentation
	30
	10%

	Participation
	
	

	
	Labs 
	30
	10%

	
	Field Trips 
	60
	20%

	
	ABA Naming Assignment
	45
	15%



[bookmark: page4]BIOL4056/5056.501 Tentative Course Schedule:
Spring 2025, Mondays 8:00-10:50 am

	12
	January
	Lab 1- Intro to Lab

	19
	January
	Martin Luther King Day – No lab

	26
	January
	Lab 2- Local birds 

	2
	February
	Field Trip 1- South Lakes Park 

	9
	February
	Lab 3- Quiz 1, Local Birds Continued

	17
	February
	Lab 4- Quiz 2, Student Presentations 1

	23 
	February
	Field Trip 2- Clear Creek Natural Heritage Center

	2
	March
	Midterm Exam

	9
	March
	SPRING BREAK

	16
	March
	Lab 5- Quiz 3, Student Presentations 2

	24
	March
	 No Class –Lab will be on Saturday!

	23
	March
	Field Trip 3- Saturday (28th) LLELA Bird Banding

	30
	March
	Lab 6- Quiz 4, Student Presentations 3

	6
	April
	Field Trip 4- Village Creek Drying Beds or other location

	13
	April
	No Class, Optional Skinning Session

	17-19
	April
	High Island Field Trip (optional)

	20
	April
	Lab 7- Review

	27
	April
	Field Trip 5- LLELA Birding

	30

	April
	Final Exam, 9:30 – 10:50 (during lecture time)

	
	
	


 
