Webonomics ECON 3300
Spring 2026

Course Syllabus
The internet shapes nearly every aspect of modern economic life—from how markets form and firms compete to how data is collected, risks emerge, and public policy is designed. This course examines the internet not as a technical artifact, but as an economic system.
We begin with familiar digital platforms such as ride-sharing, online marketplaces, and social media to understand how network effects, scale, and pricing strategies create value and market power. The course then introduces core internet mechanics—such as packets, protocols, congestion, and latency—at a conceptual level to explain why digital markets behave differently from traditional ones.
Building on this foundation, we examine how data, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and the Internet of Things amplify both benefits and risks. Topics include externalities, privacy and security tradeoffs, automation, and unintended consequences of scale. The course concludes with legal, regulatory, and infrastructure challenges, including broadband access, governance, and policy design.
Throughout the semester, students develop tools to evaluate real-world internet issues using economic reasoning, with emphasis on tradeoffs rather than simple solutions.
Course Structure & Contact Information
Meeting Time & Location
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00am–12:20pm
Language Building, Room 214
Instructor
Dr. Janice Hauge (Professor Hauge)
Office: Wooten Hall, Room 348
Office Hours: Mondays 9:00am–1:00pm and by appointment
Email: Janice.Hauge@unt.edu
General course questions should be posted to the appropriate Canvas discussion board so all students can benefit. Questions not suited for discussion boards may be emailed directly. I respond within 24 hours on weekdays (typically sooner).
Feedback on assignments will be returned within one week of the due date, usually by the next class meeting.
This course includes 13 weeks of content, with modules released at least one week in advance. Exams occur in Weeks 6 and 12, with the final exam in Week 16.
Course Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
Digital Markets & Platforms (Exam 1)
· Analyze digital platforms as economic markets
· Explain how two-sided platforms create value through network effects and scale
· Evaluate pricing strategies, market power, and switching costs
Internet Mechanics & Market Behavior (Exam 1)
· Describe how packets, protocols, latency, and congestion shape digital markets
· Apply simplified internet mechanics to explain differences between digital and traditional markets
Data, AI, and Automation (Exam 2)
· Analyze data as an economic input
· Evaluate tradeoffs related to efficiency, bias, and opacity in algorithmic systems
Risk, Externalities, and Security (Exam 2)
· Explain why cybersecurity, privacy, and safety risks emerge in networked environments
· Analyze who bears the costs and benefits of digital externalities
Emerging Technologies (Exam 2)
· Evaluate economic implications of the Internet of Things
· Apply incentive, information, and liability frameworks to new technologies
Law, Policy, and Infrastructure (Final Exam)
· Interpret major legal cases affecting digital platforms and infrastructure
· Evaluate regulatory approaches using economic reasoning
· Assess broadband access challenges and infrastructure tradeoffs
Integration & Synthesis (Final Exam)
· Integrate economic, technical, and policy perspectives
· Formulate and defend policy-relevant arguments grounded in economic reasoning
Canvas Course Areas
· Announcements – Official course communication
· Syllabus – Policies, expectations, and schedules
· Modules – All course content, readings, activities, and assessments
· Grades – Assignment scores and feedback
Getting Started
By the end of the first week, students should review the syllabus and Modules page to understand course organization and expectations.
Course Policies
Preparation & Attendance
Students are expected to complete assigned readings before class. Regular attendance is essential. If you miss class, you are responsible for obtaining notes and assignments from classmates.
Late Work & Exams
Late work is not accepted. Assignments submitted after the deadline receive a zero.
Make-up exams are not given.
If an emergency prevents you from taking an exam, you must contact me before the exam begins. Approval is not guaranteed. Medical exceptions require documentation.
Attendance & Punctuality
Arriving late is disruptive. Repeated tardiness may result in referral to the Dean of Students or removal from class.
Technology Policy
In-Class Device Use
· Cell phones: Not permitted. Use will result in dismissal for the remainder of the class period.
· Laptops: Not permitted unless designed specifically for handwritten note-taking and able to lie flat on the desk. Approved accommodations apply.
Rationale
This course emphasizes active engagement, diagramming, decision trees, and real-time modeling. Research shows handwritten notes improve focus, comprehension, and retention. Limiting devices reduces distractions and supports a focused learning environment.
Required Materials
Students must bring handwritten note-taking supplies to every class session.
Academic Integrity
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating results in a zero and may result in failure of the course. Students are responsible for knowing UNT’s Academic Integrity Policy and Code of Student Conduct.
Classroom Conduct
Disruptive behavior is unacceptable and may result in removal from class or referral to university offices. Students are expected to engage respectfully and verify factual claims during discussions.
Accommodations
Students requiring accommodations should notify me as early as possible.
Extra Credit
There are no extra credit opportunities in this course.
Technology Requirements & Support
· Microsoft Word
· Infographic software of your choice
For technical support, contact the UIT Student Help Desk
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu | Phone: 940-565-2324
Sage Hall, Room 130
Assignments & Grading
	Assessment
	Purpose
	Weight

	Exam 1
	Market foundations
	20%

	Exam 2
	Data & risk
	20%

	Final Exam
	Synthesis & judgment
	30%

	Micro-Memos (5)
	Ongoing reasoning
	15%

	Case Write-Ups (2)
	Application
	10%

	Exam Wrappers
	Metacognition
	5%


Grading Policies
Grades are returned within one week, typically by the next class meeting.
Grade disputes must wait 24 hours, be submitted in writing, and include the original graded assignment. Appeals must be submitted no later than the next class meeting. Grades are not discussed via email.
Generative AI Policy (Summary)
Use of GenAI is extremely limited, requires explicit permission, and must be cited. Unauthorized use constitutes academic dishonesty. If you feel you must hide AI use, it is prohibited. When in doubt, ask first.
Summary
Weeks 1–3: Module 1 — Two-Sided Platforms & Digital Markets
Week 1
· Tue Jan 13 — Course introduction; platforms as markets
· Thu Jan 15 — Network effects (direct & indirect)
Week 2
· Tue Jan 20 — Two-sided pricing & cross-subsidization
· Thu Jan 22 — Market power, entry barriers, lock-in
Week 3
· Tue Jan 27 — Data, reputation, and trust in platforms
· Thu Jan 29 — Micro-Memo 1: Network effects & unintended consequences
Weeks 4–5: Module 2 — Just Enough Internet
Week 4
· Tue Feb 3 — Packets, routing, and shared networks (conceptual)
· Thu Feb 5 — Latency, congestion, and tradeoffs
Week 5
· Tue Feb 10 — Protocols as coordination devices
· Thu Feb 12 — Micro-Memo 2: Congestion & platform responses
Week 6: Exam 1
· Tue Feb 17 — Review & synthesis (Modules 1–2)
· Thu Feb 19 — EXAM 1 (+ short exam wrapper if desired)
Weeks 7–8: Module 3 — Data at Scale: AI & ML
Week 7
· Tue Feb 24 — Data as an economic input
· Thu Feb 26 — Prediction vs judgment; falling prediction costs
Week 8
· Tue Mar 3 — Automation, labor, and incentives
· Thu Mar 5 — Micro-Memo 3: Prediction, decisions, and new risks
Week 9: SPRING BREAK
· Mar 9–13 — No classes
Weeks 10–11: Module 4 — Security, Privacy, and Risk
Week 10 (Before break concepts applied)
· Tue Mar 17 — Externalities & underinvestment in security
· Thu Mar 19 — Case Write-Up 1 (Cybersecurity / Privacy)
Week 11
· Tue Mar 24 — Privacy, asymmetric information, trust
· Thu Mar 26 — Micro-Memo 4: Externalities & incentive misalignment
Week 12: Module 5 — IoT & Exam 2
Week 12
· Tue Mar 31 — IoT: embedded connectivity & data exhaust
· Thu Apr 2 — EXAM 2 (+ short exam wrapper)
Weeks 13–14: Governance, Policy, and Architecture
Week 13 — Module 6: Law & Governance
· Tue Apr 7 — Courts, liability, antitrust, institutional lag
· (Optional Case Write-Up 2)
· Thu Apr 9 — Limits of legal solutions; governance tradeoffs
Week 14 — Module 7: Infrastructure & Policy
· Tue Apr 14 — Broadband access, investment, equity
· Thu Apr 16 — Political economy of internet policy
Week 15: Module 8 — Internet Fundamentals (Capstone)
Week 15
· Tue Apr 21 — Internet structure, TCP/IP, standards, ISPs
· Thu Apr 23 — Micro-Memo 5: Identifying binding constraints
Finals Week
· Tue May 5 — FINAL EXAM
Governing the Internet: Law, Policy, and Architecture
 
At-a-Glance Assessment Checklist
· Micro-Memos (5):
· Jan 29
· Feb 12
· Mar 5
· Mar 26
· Apr 23
· Case Write-Ups:
· Mar 19 (Cybersecurity)
· Apr 7 (optional — Law & Governance)
· Exams:
· Exam 1: Feb 19
· Exam 2: Apr 2
· Final: May 5

