| PHIL3120 Social and Political Philosophy 
Fall 2026 8W1
08/18/2026 - 10/02/2026

	Professor Irene J. Klaver
	
	Class Location: HKRY 252           

	Email: klaver@unt.edu
Office: ENV 310 T


	
	Meeting time: Tue/Thu 12.45-2.05 
Office Hours: Thu 2.30-3.30     
                     &by appointment



Course Description
An examination how ways of social and political thought have developed over time, how they are intertwined with material and environmental developments, and, most importantly, how they are always changing and up for change, that is, how we always have to imagine and enact potential alternative social and political possibilities.

Class Structure
Lectures, Documentary Films, Discussions.

Reading Materials (posted on Canvas).  Excerpts from: 
· Berman, Marshall. 1983 [1982]. All That Is Solid Melts into Air: The Experience of Modernity. London: Verso
· De Castro Eduardo Viveiros. 1998. “Cosmological Deixis And
Amerindian Perspectivism.”
· Ghosh, Amitav. 2016. The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable. Chicago: University of Chicago Press
· Graeber, David and David Wengrow. 2021. The Dawn of Everything: A New History of Humanity. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
· Klaver, Irene J. 2018. “Re-Claiming Rivers from Homogenization: Meandering and Riverspheres.” In From Biocultural Homogenization to Biocultural Conservation, eds. Ricardo Rozzi, May, R., Chapin, T. Gavin, M., Klaver, I., Massardo, F., Núñez, M., Pauchard, A., Simberloff, D., 49-69. Dordrecht, Netherlands: Springer Press. 
· Klaver, Irene J. 2021. “Radical Water” in: Hydrohumanities: Water Discourse and Environmental Futures. Eds. Kim De Wolff, Rina Faletti, and Ignacio López-Calvo. Berkeley: University of California Press 
· Puig de la Bellacasa, María. 2017. Matters of Care: Speculative Ethics in More than Human Worlds. University Of Minnesota Press. 
· Slobodian, Quinn. 2023. Crack-Up Capitalism: Market Radicals and the Dream of a World Without Democracy, Metropolitan, 2023.

Requirements: 
· Class attendance & participation. Notification required in case of absence. 
· Regular short Reading Responses about the assigned reading and documentaries. Either in-class or on-line quiz (or other kind of prompt).
· Three short papers: 3-4 pages each (approximately 2500 words), double-spaced.  
Evaluation:
	The course is graded according to the requirements specified and weighted below:
  40 % Class Presence/Participation & small assignments 

	  60% cumulative of the three papers (20% each)
A = 90%+.   B = 80-89%  C = 70-79%  D = 60-69%.  F = 0-59%



CLASS SCHEDULE
WEEK I: 	
Tue Aug 18: Welcome!  Introduction. Prompt: “What is politics/the political.” 
Th, Aug 20:  Film: Revolt in Anatolia  http://vimeo.com/21679494
		Theme: Maybe we should reconsider it all!

WEEK II: 	 
Tue Aug 25: 
· Graeber, David and David Wengrow. 2021. The Dawn of Everything: A New History of Humanity. Ch 1.
Th, Aug 27: 
· Graeber, David and David Wengrow. 2021. The Dawn of Everything: A New History of Humanity. Ch 2 (27-77)

WEEK III: 
Tue Sep 1: 
· Graeber, David and David Wengrow. 2021. The Dawn of Everything: A New History of Humanity. Ch 12 Conclusion (493-526)
Th, Sep 3: 
· Berman, Marshall. 1983 [1982]. All That Is Solid Melts into Air: The Experience of Modernity. Introduction: Modernity-Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow. 15-37
· FIRST PAPER DUE Canvas, midnight

WEEK IV: 
Tue, Sep 8:   
· Berman, Marshall. 1983 [1982]. All That Is Solid Melts into Air: The Experience of Modernity.  Part V. “In the Forest of Symbols: Some Notes on Modernism in New York” and Part V, Ch 1. “Robert Moses: The Expressway World.” (287-312).
· Klaver, Irene J. 2021. "Radical Water" De Wolff, K. e.a., (eds.) Hydrohumanities: Water Discourse and Environmental Futures. “Intro” (64-67) and “Made Land” (New York) (67-74) https://luminosoa.org/site/chapters/e/10.1525/luminos.115.f/
Th, Sep 10: 
· Klaver, Irene J. 2021. "Radical Water” in De Wolff, K. e.a., (eds.) Hydrohumanities: Swamp Land’ (New Orleans) ‘Mentality Shift’ and ‘Radical Relationality’ (74-86)
https://luminosoa.org/site/chapters/e/10.1525/luminos.115.f/
· Film:  Part of Sinking Cities Episode 1 New York  | 55m 1s

WEEK V: 
Tue Sep 15:  
· Ghosh, Amitav. 2016. The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable.
Th, Sep 17: 
· Ghosh, Amitav. 2016. The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable.
· SECOND PAPER DUE Canvas, midnight

WEEK VI: 
Tue, Sep 22:  
· Klaver, Irene J. 2021. "Radical Water" in Hydrohumanities: Water Discourse and Environmental Futures. “Mentality Shift” and “Radical Relationality” (78-86)
	https://luminosoa.org/site/chapters/e/10.1525/luminos.115.f/
Th Sep 24:  
· De Castro Eduardo Viveiros. 1998. “Cosmological Deixis and Amerindian Perspectivism.”
· Guest: Professor Karine Narahara, UNT Department of Anthropology, research in environmental public policy and with Black, Afro-Indigenous, and Native American communities in Brazil (including the Amazon) and Argentina. https://class.unt.edu/anthropology/people/karine-narahara.html

WEEK VII 
Tue, Sep 29 
· Puig de la Bellacasa, María. 2017. Matters of Care: Speculative Ethics in More than Human Worlds. Intro: “The Disruptive Thought of Care” (1-24).
Th, Oct 1 
· Puig de la Bellacasa,  Matters of Care. Ch 2 “Thinking with Care” (69-93).

WEEK VIII: 
Tue, Oct 6:    
· Slobodian, Quinn. 2023. Crack-Up Capitalism: Market Radicals and the Dream of a World Without Democracy,
Th, Oct 8: 
· Slobodian, Quinn. 2023. Crack-Up Capitalism
LAST PAPER DUE

Classroom Courtesy: Please follow these guidelines 
(1) Turn off cell phones before arriving.
(2) Do not arrive late or leave early.
(3) Do not sleep during class.
(4) Do not work on other assignments during class.
(5) Do not talk or whisper to neighbors (except for formal class interaction).
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom. Code of Student Conduct: http://www.unt.edu/csrr/student_conduct/index.html.

Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or exams; dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor, the acquisition of tests or other material belonging to a faculty member, dual submission of a paper or project, resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructors, or any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. Plagiarism includes the paraphrase or direct quotation of published or unpublished works without full and clear acknowledgment of the author/source.
Academic dishonesty will bring about disciplinary action, which may include expulsion from the university. This is explained in the UNT Student Handbook. www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm

Drop/Add Information 
If you wish to drop the class, please refer for scheduling and deadline information to: www.essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html

ODA Statement: 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

