PHIL 4700.001 Environmental Philosophy 
Fall 2025
10/13/2025 - 12/12/2025

	Professor Irene J. Klaver
	
	Class Location: HKRY  252                       

	Email: klaver@unt.edu
Office: ENV 310 T 
Tel: (940) 390 2182

	
	Meeting time: T/R 3.30-4.50 
Office Hours Klaver: Thu 2.00 -3.00 & by appointment




Course Description 
PHIL 4700.001 Environmental Philosophy 

Class Structure
Lectures, Reading Sessions, Discussions, Films/Documentaries, Presentations, Reflections

Reading Materials:  
Available on CANVAS. Articles, book chapters
· Klaver, Irene J. 2015. “Accidental Wildness on a Detention Pond,” Antennae, The Journal of Nature in Visual Culture, #33, Autumn 2015, 45-58. www.antennae.org.uk
· Hill, Kristina. 2022. Reciprocity and design for an era of compressed temporal and spatial scale. RI-VISTA: Research for Landscape Architecture, 20(2): 36-47.
· Klaver, Irene J. "Radical Water," in De Wolff, K et al. (eds.) 2021. Hydrohumanities: Water Discourse and Environmental Futures. Berkeley: University of California Press. Open Access: https://luminosoa.org/site/chapters/e/10.1525/luminos.115.f/
· Tsing, Anna, Heather Swanson, Elaine Gan, Nils Bubandt. Editors. 2017. Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet: Ghosts of the Anthropocene. “Introduction: Haunted Landscapes of the Anthropocene” G1-G14. Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota Press.
· Tsing, Anna, Heather Swanson, Elaine Gan, Nils Bubandt. Editors. 2017. Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet: Monsters of the Anthropocene. “Introduction: Bodies Tumbled into Bodies” M1-M15. Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota Press.
· Further articles on CANVAS

Requirements:
1. Class attendance, participation: You can miss two sessions (with notification towards the professor) without any consequences for your grade.
2. Regular CANVAS Assignments
3. Group presentation
4. Final Paper

Evaluation:
	A = 90%+
B = 80-89%
C = 70-79%
D = 60-69%
F = 0-59%
50 % Class attendance & participation, CANVAS assignments
25% Group Presentation
25% Final Paper


CLASS SCHEDULE
WEEK I: 
Tue, Class 1 10/14/25 Introduction and Overview of Course: What is Environment?
	  Whose Environment?
Thu, Class 2 10/16
· Klaver, Irene J. 2015. “Accidental Wildness on a Detention Pond,” Antennae, The Journal of Nature in Visual Culture, #33, Autumn 2015, 45-58. www.antennae.org.uk

WEEK II: 	 
Tue, Class 3 10/21/25
· Tsing, Anna, Heather Swanson, Elaine Gan, Nils Bubandt. Editors. 2017. Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet: Ghosts of the Anthropocene. “Introduction: Haunted Landscapes of the Anthropocene” G1-G14. Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota Press.
Thu, Class 4 10/23/25 
· Tsing, Anna, Heather Swanson, Elaine Gan, Nils Bubandt. Editors. 2017. Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet: Monsters of the Anthropocene. “Introduction: Bodies Tumbled into Bodies” M1-M15. Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota Press.
· Look at https://feralatlas.org/

WEEK III: 
Tue, Class 5 10/28/25
· Hill, Kristina. 2022. Reciprocity and design for an era of compressed temporal and spatial scale. RI-VISTA: Research for Landscape Architecture, 20(2): 36-47.

Thu, Class 6 10/30/25 
· Guest lecture Ben Larsen: Ike Dike
· Read the short intro “Designing with the Texas Coast” about process-based design (see Module Process-based design)

WEEK IV: 
Tue, Class 7 11/4/25 
· Read pp 64-74 of Klaver, Irene J. "Radical Water," in De Wolff, K et al. (eds.) 2021. Hydrohumanities: Water Discourse and Environmental Futures. Berkeley: University of California Press. Open Access: https://luminosoa.org/site/chapters/e/10.1525/luminos.115.f/ 

· Film:  start in-class documentary Sinking Cities Episode 1 New York  | 55m 1s  
https://discover.library.unt.edu/?utf8=%E2%9C%93&q=Sinking+Cities&f%5Bcollection_facet%5D%5B%5D=Media+Library
Has New York City – overwhelmed in 2012 by Superstorm Sandy –learned from that event?  Can it defend itself against rising seas and the next big storm? With 520 miles of shoreline and no coastal protection, will creative engineering be enough?
Sinking Cities PBS Arlington, Martin Pupp, director; Kim Bondi, Alex Bystream, Peter Emerson, Sherri Rufh, executive producers. VA: Public Broadcasting Service, 2018.  4-part documentary series on the threat of climate change, with global warming effecting sea level rise and more frequent and intense super-storms. How do cities like New York, London, Tokyo, and Miami prepare themselves?

Thu, Class 8 11/6/25
 Research Day: Work with your Water/Land groups: Wetlands, Toads, Bogs, Swamps

WEEK V: 	 
Tue, Class 9 11/11/25
Guest Lecture: Professor Jaime E. Jiménez, Department of Biological Sciences, UNT 
	Tardigrades!
Thu, Class 10 11/13/25
· J Klaver, Irene J. 2017. “Water, Mud, and Sand: Dutch Re-scaping the Land.” Hypernatural Landscapes in the Anthropocene. Edited by Sabine Flach and Gary Sherman. Oxford, Bern, Berlin, Bruxelles, Frankfurt am Main, New York, Wien: Peter Lang International Academic Publishers. 101-122

WEEK VI:  
Tue, Class 11 11/18/25
· Group Presentation 1: Wetlands I
· Group Presentation 2: Toads

Thu, Class 12 11/20/25  
· Group Presentation 3: Bogs
· Group Presentation 4: Swamp
· Group Presentation 5: Wetlands II

THANKSGIVING BREAK November 24th-30th

WEEK VII: 
Tue, Class 13 12/2/25
· New mentalities
Thu, Class 14 12/4/25 LAST CLASS
Final overview.

WEEK VIII: OFFICIAL EXAM WEEK
Th, 12/11/25: 
Project DUE ELECTRONICALLY 
Submit to CANVAS   NO Official Exam 

Classroom Courtesy: 
(1) Turn off cell phones before arriving.
(2) Do not arrive late or leave early.
(3) Do not sleep during class.
(4) Do not work on other assignments during class.
(5) Do not talk or whisper to neighbors (except for formal class interaction).
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom. Code of Student Conduct: http://www.unt.edu/csrr/student_conduct/index.html.

Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or exams; dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor, the acquisition of tests or other material belonging to a faculty member, dual submission of a paper or project, resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructors, or any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. Plagiarism includes the paraphrase or direct quotation of published or unpublished works without full and clear acknowledgment of the author/source.
Academic dishonesty will bring about disciplinary action, which may include expulsion from the university. This is explained in the UNT Student Handbook. www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm

Drop/Add Information 
If you wish to drop the class, please refer for scheduling and deadline information to: www.essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html

ODA Statement: 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.


