PHIL 3100.001 Aesthetics
Spring 2026
03/17/2026 - 05/06/2026

	Professor Irene J. Klaver
	
	Class Location: GAB 114                       

	Email: klaver@unt.edu
Office: ENV 310 T 
  TA: Neelu Kumari     NeeluKumariNeelu@my.unt.edu
	
	Meeting time: T/R 3.30-4.50 
Office Hours Klaver: Thu 2.00 -3.00 & by appointment



Course Description 
PHIL 3100.001 Aesthetics
An examination of modern and contemporary approaches to the place of art and aesthetics in a world in disarray, on a damaged planet. We will deal with many manifestations of artistic expression: painting, sculpture, architecture, music, literature, film to understand the place of aesthetic experience/practice and its relation to a larger cultural imagination around nature, climate change, race relations, colonization, technology, and gender. The course will provide students with a new vocabulary, new ideas, in order to deepen their own understanding of their place in a complex world.

Class Structure
Lectures, Reading Sessions, Discussions, Films/Documentaries, Presentations, Reflections, Quizzes, In Class writing

Reading Materials:  
Available on CANVAS. Following articles, book chapters, essays
· Art in the Anthropocene: Encounters Among Aesthetics, Politics, Environments and Epistemologies (2015), edited by Heather Davis and Etienne Turpin Open Humanities Press 2015 Freely available online at
http://openhumanitiespress.org/books/art-in-the-anthropocene
· Berger, John. 1977. Ways Of Seeing,  New York: Penguin Books.
Based on the BBC television series with John Berger (1972)
· Böhme, Gernot. 1993. “Atmosphere as the Fundamental Concept of a New Aesthetics. Thesis Eleven, 36(1), 113-126, 1993. https://doi.org/10.1177/072551369303600107
· Khader Deama. 2025 “Cultivating lost gardens.” Antennae: The Journal of Nature in Visual Culture, 67. 39-49
· Klaver, Irene J. 2017. “Water, Mud, and Sand: Dutch Re-scaping the Land.” Hypernatural Landscapes in the Anthropocene. Edited by Sabine Flach and Gary Sherman. Oxford, Bern, Berlin, Bruxelles, Frankfurt am Main, New York, Wien: Peter Lang International Academic Publishers. 101-122
· Townsend, Melissa. 2024. “Embodying Patañjali in a Visual Art Practice: Vibhūti Pāda” Journal of Dharma Studies (2025) 8:119–154 https://doi.org/10.1007/s42240-024-00190-z

Requirements:
1. Class attendance, participation 
2. Regular CANVAS Assignments
3. 20 minutes Presentation about an artist/artist collective (painter, sculptor, dancer, musician, new media, writer, film maker, etc.) 
5. Final Research paper:  double-spaced.  Approximately 10 pages (3000 words).  
Evaluation:
	A = 90%+
B = 80-89%
C = 70-79%
D = 60-69%
F = 0-59%
50 % Class attendance & participation, In-Class Quizzes and written assignments

	20% Group presentation 

	30% Final paper


CLASS SCHEDULE
WEEK I: 
Tue, Class 1 3/17/26 Introduction and Overview of Course:  What is Aesthetics?
     Look at John Berger BBC series Part 2 the Male Gaze https://vimeo.com/512480976
Thu, Class 2 3/19/26 
· Townsend, Melissa. 2024. “Embodying Patañjali in a Visual Art Practice: Vibhūti Pāda” Journal of Dharma Studies (2025) 8:119–154 https://doi.org/10.1007/s42240-024-00190-z
Guest speaker: Artist Melissa Townsend

WEEK II: 	 
Tue, Class 3 3/24/26
John Berger BBC series Part 1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-4LwAuTw7k
Seeing comes before words…
Thu, Class 4 3/26/26 
	Class about dualisms.
	Presentation about artist Titus Kaphar: “Can Art Amend History?”
https://www.ted.com/talks/titus_kaphar_can_art_amend_history?language=en

WEEK III: 
Tue, Class 5 3/31/26
· Klaver, Irene J. 2017. “Water, Mud, and Sand: Dutch Re-scaping the Land.” Hypernatural Landscapes in the Anthropocene. Edited by Sabine Flach and Gary Sherman. Oxford, Bern, Berlin, Bruxelles, Frankfurt am Main, New York, Wien: Peter Lang International Academic Publishers. 101-122
Thu, Class 6 4/2/26 
· Klaver, Irene J. 2017. “Water, Mud, and Sand: Dutch Re-scaping the Land.” 
In class Quiz 1

WEEK IV: 
Tue, Class 7 4/7/26 
· Böhme, Gernot. 1993. “Atmosphere as the Fundamental Concept of a New Aesthetics. Thesis Eleven, 	36(1), 113-126, 1993. https://doi.org/10.1177/072551369303600107
Thu, Class 8 4/9/26
· Gernot Böhme, “Atmosphere as the Fundamental Concept of a New Aesthetics”

WEEK V: 	 
Tue, Class 9 4/14/26
Guest Speaker: Deama Khader: Ephemeral Intafada; Street Art Palestinian Borderland
 [image: ]Street Art, Tatreez, and Social Media.pptx

Thu, Class 10 4/16/26
· Khader, Deama. 2025 “Cultivating lost gardens.” Antennae: The Journal of Nature in Visual Culture, 67. 39-49
In class Quiz 2
	In Class Collaboration on Research Presentations
5.15 -7.15 GAB 104 Film: Mishima A Life in Four Chapters (1985) Director: Paul Schrader; Music by Philip Glass. Japanese author Yukio Mishima’s  ritual suicide in 1970 was the culmination of a life-long fascination and glorification of the Japanese emperor tradition—he was steeped in martial arts and samurai aspirations. A renowned 20th century literary person, Mishima was nominated several times for the Nobel Prize in literature. He was also inspirational for the rise of ethnic nationalism of the New Right in Japan. His art and life exemplify Walter Benjamin’s warning about the dangers of aestheticizing of politics.

WEEK VI:  
Tue, Class 11 4/21/26 
· Art & Death: Lives Between the Fifth Assessment & the Sixth Extinction introduction by Heather Davis & Etienne Turpin, in Art in the Anthropocene: Encounters Among Aesthetics, Politics, Environments and Epistemologies (2015), edited by Heather Davis and Etienne Turpin. 3-31 http://openhumanitiespress.org/books/art-in-the-anthropocene
Vernacular Architecture Research Presentations: Group I Bamboo 
Group II Mud
Thu, Class 12 4/23/26  
· Art & Death: Lives Between the Fifth Assessment & the Sixth Extinction http://openhumanitiespress.org/books/art-in-the-anthropocene
Vernacular Architecture Research Presentations: Group III Living with Water
			   			Group IV Bamboo

WEEK VII: LAST WEEK
Tue, Class 13 4/28/26
Vernacular Architecture Research Presentations: Group V Mud 
			   		Group VI Living with Water
Thu, Class 14 4/30/26 Last class: What is aesthetics?

WEEK VIII: OFFICIAL EXAM WEEK 
No Final Exam  but Final Paper
Th, 5/9/26: 
PAPER DUE ELECTRONICALLY  Submit to CANVAS   NO Official Exam 

Classroom Courtesy: 
(1) Turn off cell phones before arriving.
(2) Do not arrive late or leave early.
(3) Do not sleep during class.
(4) Do not work on other assignments during class.
(5) Do not talk or whisper to neighbors (except for formal class interaction).
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom. Code of Student Conduct: http://www.unt.edu/csrr/student_conduct/index.html.
Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or exams; dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor, the acquisition of tests or other material belonging to a faculty member, dual submission of a paper or project, resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructors, or any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. Plagiarism includes the paraphrase or direct quotation of published or unpublished works without full and clear acknowledgment of the author/source.
Academic dishonesty will bring about disciplinary action, which may include expulsion from the university. See UNT Student Handbook. www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm

Drop/Add Information www.essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html

ODA Statement: 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course.. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
image1.png




