Geoffrey W. Dennis

Congregation Kol Ami

Rabbi

2104 Margie Ct.

Flower Mound, TX. 75028

972-874-8026 (home)
972-849-8947 (mobile)

E-mail: rabbi@kolami-tx.org

Areas of Research: Folklore, Mythology, Textual Interpretation, Ritual Studies

_____________________________________________________________________
Education and Training_________________________________________________
Rabbinical Ordination, 1996, Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati OH.

Rabbinical thesis awarded the Harry Slonimsky Prize in Midrash.

Recipient, the Morris H. Youngerman Prize (1996).

Master of Hebrew Literature, 1994, Hebrew Union College.

Bachelor of Arts in Education, 1981, University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque, NM. Graduated with honors.

Associate Degree in Nursing, 1989, Albuquerque Technical-Vocation Institute.


Albuquerque, NM.

Postgraduate Fellow, Schusterman Israel Fellowship, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA. 2014. 
Brickner Fellow, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, Washington D.C., 2016. 
_____________________________________________________________________
Professional Positions__________________________________________________
Congregation Kol Ami (1999-present). Rabbi.
University of North Texas, Denton, TX. 

Adjunct Instructor in Jewish and Israel Studies (1999 – Present).

University of Haifa, Israel (2015-2020). Affiliated Professor. 

University of Texas Southwest Medical School, Dallas TX. 

Instructor in Faith and Medicine Senior Seminar (2000 - 2002).

Indiana University - Purdue University Indianapolis (1997 - 1999) 

Adjunct Instructor in Religion and Philosophy.

University of Indianapolis (1997 - 98). Adjunct Professor in Religion.

Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation (1996-1999). Assistant Rabbi.
____________________________________________________________________
Course Offerings (1997-present):________________________________________
Current University course rotation: 
Phil. 3553: Kabbalah: Jewish Mysticism, Myth, and Magic; 
Engl. 4960: Hebrew Bible as Literature; 
Sociology 4260: Israeli Society, Israeli Identities; 
Phil. 4961: Israelite Iron Age Monarchy.

Phil 4260: From David, to Jesus, to Today: Jewish Messianism in Thought and History. 
Past: Rabbinic Literature; Jewish Civilization.

___________________________________________________________________

Publications:________________________________________________________
Books:

The Encyclopedia of Jewish Myth, Magic, and Mysticism,
(Llewellyn Worldwide Ltd., 2007; Revised and Expanded, 2016).
Sefer Ha-Bahir: Selections from the Book of Brilliance, Annotated and Interpreted. (Llewellyn Worldwide, publication pending, 2017).

Articles:

“Ravissante Jeune Fille d’Israel: Au croisement de la Torah, de l’etude et de l’erotisme,”


Tenoua Magazine. Mars, 2016.
“Vampires and Witches and Commandos, Oy Vey: Appropriations of Lilith in 

American Comic Books,” Shofar: The Journal of Jewish Interdisciplinary Studies. 32:3 (Spring, 2014). 

"Purity and Transformation: The Mimetic Performance of Scripture in the Jewish Ritual of Taharah,” Journal of Ritual Studies, vol. 26, no. 1 (Spring, 2012).
“A Song of Desire: The Yearnings of Israel’s God,” Parabola: The Magazine of Myth and Tradition, (Summer 2010).
“Water as a Medium for Altered States of Consciousness in Early Jewish Mysticism,” Anthropology of Consciousness, vol. 19, no. 1, (Spring, 2008).

“Harmonizing the Passions,” Parabola: The Magazine of Myth and Tradition, 
(Summer 2004).
“The Congregational Nurse: A New Ally in Making the Synagogue a Center for Healing,” CCAR Journal, (Fall 2003).

“This too is Torah: The Rationale in Judaism for the Practice of Medicine,”

Healing Ministries, (April 2003).

“Nish’ma,” Sh’ma: The Journal of Jewish Responsibility (January, 2003).

“Building the Sanctuary: How Silence Speaks to the Heart,” 
Parabola: The Magazine of Myth and Tradition, (Winter 2001).

“Torah L’chayyim: An Incentive Model for Adult Education,” 

CCAR Journal, (Spring 2001).

“Love is Stronger than Death: Meeting the Needs of Jewish Hospice Patients,” American 
Journal of Hospice and Palliative Care, (July, 1999).
Encyclopedia Entries:
· “Eden, Medieval and Modern”

· “Evil Inclination, Judaism”

· “Fall of Man, Medieval” 

· “Fallen Angels, Medieval” 

· “Freedom, Judaism” 

· “Gehinnom, Modern”

· “Glory, Judaism”

· “Golem, Judaism”

· “Good, the, Medieval and Modern”

· “Hope, Judaism”

· “Holy Spirit, Medieval” 

· “Humor and Wit, Medieval and Modern" 

· “Imitation of God, Judaism”

· “Impulse, the Good and Evil, Judaism”

Michael Wechsler, ed. The Encyclopedia of the Bible and its Reception,

De Gruyter (2011-2016).
· “Judaism”

· “Shekhinah”

· Translations of sample possession and exorcism texts from Hebrew.

Joseph Laycock, ed. Spirit Possession Around the World. ABC-CLIO (2014). 

· “Judaism”
· “Jerusalem and Israel”

Patrick Hayes, ed. Miracles: An Encyclopedia of People, Places, and Events. ABC-CLIO (2015).
Contributions to Anthologies:
“Analogy, Allegory, and Myth: Reform Approaches to Our Sacred Texts,” in A Life of Meaning:  Embracing Reform Judaism’s Sacred Path, Dana Kaplan, ed., CCAR Press (2017).

Linear prayer commentary, Siddur Kol Ami, (2016). 
“Your Kisses are Sweeter than Wine: Erotic Theology in Jewish Tradition,” in The Sacred Encounter: Jewish Perspectives on Human Sexuality, Lisa Grushow, ed. New York: CCAR Press (2013).
“Harmonizing the Passions,” and “Building the Sanctuary: How Silence Speaks to the Heart,” reprinted by request in The Inner Journey: Views from the Jewish Tradition, Jack Bemporad, ed. New York: Summit (2008).
“The Bride of God: Jewish Erotic Theology,” in Jews and Sex, Nathan 
Abrams, ed. London: Five Leaves (2008).
“Love is Stronger than Death: Meeting the Needs of Jewish Hospice Patients,” Reprinted by request in Healing Ministry. (January 2000).

Book Reviews:

“Debates in Contemporary Reform Judaism,” in CCAR Journal (Spring, 2004).

"Introducing the Holocaust," in CCAR Journal (Fall 1998).

"Safed Spirituality," in Cincinnati Judaica Review (1994).

