History 4074

THE VIETNAM WAR

Wednesdays from 2:00 to 4:50pm, WH 312.

Prof. Geoffrey Wawro
University of North Texas, History Dept.

Office = WH 259

Office hours = Mondays, 5:30pm to 6:30pm

geoffrey.wawro@unt.edu
Always use email to contact me, not Canvas.

DISABILITY STATEMENT:  The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website at https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access. You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.

Required Reading

David Halberstam, Ho
Geoffrey Wawro, The Vietnam War
Michael Herr, Dispatches

Course Description

A thorough exploration of the Vietnam War and its origins, beginning with the French defeat and withdrawal in 1954 and the American decision to back the South Vietnamese regime against communist North Vietnam.  Was the United States sucked nobly and tragically into the conflict, or did a sequence of American presidents of both parties escalate the war to appear “tough” in the eyes of voters?  How important and relevant were the ideas of containment and the “domino theory”?  What was American strategy in the war?  What was the communist strategy?  Who created the strategies in Washington, Saigon, and Hanoi, and how effectively (or ineffectively) did they implement them?  Was it a mistake for the United States to rely so heavily on its military in Vietnam?  Did this have adverse effects on the strategy and conduct of the war?  Why did the war last so long, and how were victory, defeat, and peace finally achieved and experienced?  What has been the war’s impact on Asia, America, and the world?

Requirements

One midterm and one final exam based on lectures, readings and class Q&A and discussion.  Graduate students will fulfill the normal undergrad requirements but also write a 20-30 page research paper or bibliographic essay. Students are encouraged to read every week to keep current with the material.  Undergrads who would like a third grade may write a 10-15 page paper on some aspect of the war – check topic with me in advance -- in addition to the exams.

Weekly Schedule


Aug. 20, 2025 –  Hand out syllabus, discuss subject matter, books, methodology, course overview, and expectations.

Aug. 27, 2025  –  The Rise and Fall of French Indochina, 1862-1954

Halberstam, 9-78

Sept. 3, 2025 –   Vietnam’s 2-state solution:  North vs. South

Halberstam, 79-118

Sept. 10, 2025 –  JFK, Vietnam, and the Diem coup

Wawro, 1-30

Sept. 17, 2025 – LBJ’s “no-win war”:  the “graduated pressure” strategy

Wawro, 31-71

Sept. 24, 2025 –  Search and Destroy:  Westmoreland and “airmobile operations”

Wawro, 73-90

Oct. 1, 2025 – MIDTERM EXAM

Oct. 8, 2025 –  Early Doubts:  Ia Drang and the first uses of search & destroy

Wawro, 91-128

Oct. 15, 2025 –  1967:  “Year of Progress”?

Wawro, 129-245.  Herr, 3-69

Oct. 22, 2025 –  1968:  The Tet Offensive, Khe Sanh, and Mini-Tet

Wawro, 247-330.  Herr, 70-85

Oct. 29, 2025 –  1969:  A “Better War”?  Part I:  Hamburger Hill

Wawro, 331-364.  Herr, 86-166

Nov. 5, 2025--  1969:  A “Better War”?  Part II:  Operation Speedy Express, the Phoenix Program, and Vietnamization.

Wawro, 365-400.  Herr, 167-260

Nov. 12, 2025 – 1970-71: Cambodian Incursion, Crisis of Vietnamization, and operations in Laos.

Wawro, 401-465

Nov. 19, 2025– 1972-75:  The Easter Offensive, Linebacker I & II (1972), and the Paris Peace Accords (1973) to the Fall of Saigon (1975):  communist victory, the “boat people,” and the war’s legacy.

Wawro, 467-542

Nov. 26, 2025 -- THANKSGIVING 

Dec. 3, 2025 – Pre-finals day, no class

FINAL EXAM WILL BE GIVEN IN THE CLASSROOM FROM 2-4 PM ON WEDNESDAY DEC. 10, 2025.
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