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This course provides an introduction to classical and modern sociological theory.  

Requirements 

Two mid-term exams: 25 and 30% each 

Final exam: 35%  

In special cases a student may substitute an 8-page final paper for the final exam. However, consent of the instructor is required, and 

students must discuss the paper topic with the instructor at least several weeks before handing it in. 

 Quizzes and participation: 10% 

 Attendance Policy 

Attendance is mandatory, and active participation in class discussion is encouraged. 

Attendance will not be taken, but absence will be noted. I will give between 4 and 7 

pop quizzes during the semester, worth two points each. There will be no make-up pop 

quizzes, but if you take all of them, you can be awarded as many as 3 extra-credit 

points. 

 

Course Readings 

Sociological Theory in the Classical Era, Laura Desfor Edles and Scott Appelrouth 

(this is the “Reader”) 

mailto:ignatow@%20unt.edu
http://www.ignatow.blogspot.com/


`Syllabus 
 

1) Introduction 

 Reader, all of Chapter 1 

 What is sociological theory? 

  C. W. Mills 

  Marx on false consciousness,  pp. 138-141 

  Weber on Verstehen 

 Social theory and social change 

 Theory in action: Durkheim’s Suicide 

 pp. 79-97, pp. 105-121 

 

2) Functionalism and Social Darwinism 

 p. 83 (Auguste Comte), p. 84 (Spencer) 
Saint-Simone 

Auguste Comte 

Thomas Malthus 

Herbert Spencer 

Davis and Moore on social stratification 

 

3) Capitalism and Urbanization 

 

The Transition to Modernity 

 

Toennies on Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft 

all of chapter 6 

Simmel on the city 

pp. 97-105 

Durkheim and mechanical and organic solidarity 

 

4) Conflict Theory 

 pp. 17-78 

Marx on the proletariat, bourgeosie, and 

capitalists 

 pp. 135-146, 161-191 

Weber on Class, Stande 

Thorstein Veblen on the leisure class (p. 25) 

Pierre Bourdieu on forms of capital 

 

1st Mid-term Exam, Feb. 21, in class 

 

5) Cultural Theory 

Marx on religion and false consciousness 

 pp. 147-160 

Weber on Calvinism and capitalism 

pp. 121-134 

Durkheim on aboriginal religion and modernity 

 

6) Major American Theorists 

 W.E.B. DuBois (all of ch. 7) 

C. Wright Mills 

Robert Merton 

 Talcott Parsons 

 George Herbert Mead (all of ch. 8) 

 

2nd Mid-term Exam, Mar. 27, in class 

 

7) Feminist Theory 

 (all of chapter 5) 

 Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

 

8) Social Constructionism 

Berger and Luckmann 

 

 Final Exam 

 

 

*Students with disabilities are invited to meet 

during office hours, or to email, to discuss any 

special needs for this class. 

*As for all classes at UNT, academic dishonesty, 

plagiarism, collusion and falsification of 

academic records or the attempt to do these 

things constitute academic dishonesty, as per the 

UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline. 

All exams for this course are closed-book and 

closed-notes unless otherwise specified by the 

instructor. 

 


