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Overview

Senior Recital Capstone (MUAG 4710-4712)
Thursdays - 8:30 am to 9:20 am (MUSI 322) Recital Hall
Fall 2025
Instructor: Gilbert DeWitte (He/Him)
Teaching Fellow
GilbertDewitte@my.unt.edu
Office Hours: By Appointment Only

The senior recital class meetings are one requirement of the Senior Recital Capstone (MUAG 4710/4711/4712; MUCP 4195) course. This course marks the culmination of students’ academic, musical, and artistic growth over the course of their undergraduate career. The class assignments are designed to help students build career-development skills that will support their senior recitals as well as their future musical careers. Students are required to attend weekly class meetings, selected music business departmentals, individual lessons with the applied/composition professor, and complete the associated lesson and recital performance requirements (see “grading” below for details). Note that the course numbers listed on this syllabus count toward the “UNT Core” as “Capstone.” IMPORTANT: the above-listed course numbers include lessons, recital, and academic requirements for a single 3-credit course. Do not register for MUAM, MUAC, or MUCP lessons or MUAG 4700 in the same semester as the above-listed course numbers.

Prerequisites
Successful completion of all College of Music Proﬁciency exams are required by your major, including the Theory Proﬁciency Exam (TPE), Upper Division Exam (UDE), Piano Proﬁciency Exam, and at least two semesters of upper-level MUAM or MUAC lessons, as required by your major. Completion of the “application for capstone” with consent from your applied/major professor.

Materials Needed:
-Laptop (If you do not have a personal laptop, you can use your student ID to sign out a daily use laptop in the CoM computer lab.)
Required Attendance - Music Business Departmentals
Students enrolled in this class are required to attend two music business departmental meetings. A list of departmental speakers will be given at the beginning of the semester (subject to change) and it is the responsibility of the student to pick which meetings pertain to their interests the most. If you are unable to attend the meetings in person, the departmentals will be recorded, and a makeup assignment will be available. Makeup assignments are due in Canvas on December 5th, 2025 @11:59 pm

These meetings will occur throughout the semester from 11:00-11:50 am in the Recital Hall (MUSI 301) on select Wednesdays of the month. Students who need to watch the make-up video should self-enroll in the Music Entrepreneurship Canvas Group by following the link HERE. All videos will be posted in this Canvas group.

Course Projects
All components of the Senior Recital Capstone, including lessons, recital performance, and assignments must be completed during the registered semester in order to receive a passing grade for the course. The course required projects are as follows:
1. Recital Performance
· The senior recital performance is to be given at the College of Music or an off-campus approved location. Public performance of music is an important component of a vital community. The arts exist for the common good of the people of any culture and the senior recital is a perfect example of an artistic experience to be shared by the community at large.

2. -Program Notes
· Students will prepare program notes for their senior recital, including their own personal insights into the performance process. Students will give a mini masterclass presentation over their program notes. Before you present your recital, you should go over your notes with your primary professor.

3. -Recital Marketing/Poster Preparation
· Students will prepare a plan to promote their recitals and build audience engagement.

4. -CV/Resume
· Students will create a CV that can be used to apply for jobs in the professional world.

Grading Evaluation
Grading will be completed in consultation with your major/applied professor. Your grade will be a combination of the following elements within the class.
-Participation/Attendance	100 points
-Departmental Attendance	35 points
-Recital performance	375 points
· Includes: lesson preparation, studio class/departmental attendance
· This portion is graded by major/applied professor
-Program Notes	75 points
-Recital Poster/Marketing Presentation                                                                                     200 points
-CV/Resume                                                                                                                      75 points
-Biography	65 points
- Electronic Press Kit (EPK)	75 points

Your grade is based on the following standard percentage of points earned: 900 - 1000 points = A
840 - 899 points = B
760 - 839 points = C
680 - 759 points = D
0 - 679	= F

Presentations
Students will present once throughout the semester. Students will write and receive comments from other students in the class through in-class commentary and web submission. Students must be present for their presentation - given that this class only occurs once a week, presentations cannot be made up.

Late Submissions:
Any assignment submitted after the required canvas due date/time will be considered late and will not receive full credit. A 15 points deduction will be applied to your grade each day the assignment is late.

Grades of Incomplete (I)
Grades of Incomplete (I) are only given during the last few weeks of the semester to students in the most select of circumstances (such as sudden illness or family emergency) to students who are passing in the course at that time. Please see me if you have questions.

Course policy for attendance, participation, and absences:
Attendance and participation are mandatory and imperative for you to reap the full beneﬁts of this class and to receive a grade. This class is intended to prepare you for the professional workplace. Therefore, you must demonstrate diligence and a proactive attitude that positively reﬂects your work ethic. You are expected to be on time and to come prepared for each class meeting. It is your responsibility to complete all assignments according to the weekly schedule.  If you are absent, assignments are still due on the date announced in class and it is your responsibility to make up the work that you missed during that particular class period.

Two unexcused absences are permitted without penalty. Any more than two unexcused absences will automatically result in a reduction to your grade; -25 pts (participation/attendance) per additional absence. Note that 3 tardies is equal to 1 unexcused absence. Certain class meetings with guest speakers will be required when determined by the professor. 

You will receive a “tardy” if you are more than 5 minutes late to class.
You will receive an unexcused absence if you are more than 10 minutes late to class.

Artiﬁcial Intelligence
All work submitted by students should be generated by the student. Students will not use artiﬁcial intelligence tools such as ChatGPT to complete assignments. In the event that AI is allowed on an assignment, the instructor will make this clear, and the student will cite ChatGPT within their work.

Fall Term Schedule 2024
*Syllabus is subject to modiﬁcation but not without notiﬁcation*

	Week/Date
	Topics
	Work Due (See Canvas)

	Week 1
August 21st
	Introductions/Syllabus Overview Recital Requirements - Instructions

	

	Week 2
August 29th
	Creating a Musician’s Biography
	

	Week 3
September 4th
	Creating Program Notes
	

	Week 4
September 11th
	Guest Speaker: Dr. Dolores August

	Musician’s Biography Due on 
September 12th

	Week 5
September 18th
	Interview Preparation and Advice
	Program Notes Due on September 19th

	Week 6
September 25th
	Marketing for your Senior Recital - Creating promotional materials
	

	Week 7
October 2nd
	Electronic Press Kit
	

	Week 8
October 9th
	CV/Resumes

	



	Week 9
October 16th
	Music Leadership
Guest Speaker Dr. Peter Folliard 
Required Online Attendance
	Electronic Press Kit
 Due October 17th

	Week 10
October 23rd
	Know Your Worth 
Guest speaker Prof. Collado

	

	Week 11
October 30th
	Collaboration
Guest Speaker: Dr. Joseph Klein
	CV/Resume Due 
October 31st 

	Week 12
November 6th
	Music Branding, and Marketing 

	

	Week 13
November 13th
	Music Business: Beyond Performance
	Upload Recital Poster by November 14th

	Week 14
November 20th
	Recital Marketing/Poster Presentations
	

	Week 15
December 4th
(No Classes on November 27th)
	Recital Marketing/Poster Presentations cont...

	

	Week 16
December 11th
	No Final
	Recital Performance Sheet Due by December 11th 


Assignments Due:

-Your recital poster/marketing materials are due no later than 3 weeks before your recital.

-Your program notes are due no later than 3 weeks before your recital.

  ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.
See: Academic Integrity
LINK: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003

STUDENT BEHAVIOR
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, ﬁeld trips, etc.
See: Student Code of Conduct
Link: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct

ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect.
See: Eagle Connect
LINK: eagleconnect.unt.edu/ ODA STATEMENT

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must ﬁrst register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is veriﬁed, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter. You can now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. You may wish to begin a private discussion with your professors regarding your speciﬁc needs in a course. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester. For additional information see the Office of Disability Access.
See: ODA
LINK: disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323)

Health and Safety Information
Students can access information about health and safety at:
https://music.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness

Registration Information for Students See: Registration Information
Link: https://registrar.unt.edu/students

Academic Calendar, Fall 2025 See: Fall 2025 Calendar

Final Exam Schedule, Fall 2025 See above
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress Undergraduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive ﬁnancial aid.
Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total hours registered. Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan. If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their ﬁnancial aid eligibility.

Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses.

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future ﬁnancial aid eligibility. It is

recommended that you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course before doing so.
See: Financial Aid
LINK: http://ﬁnancialaid.unt.edu/sap

Graduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive ﬁnancial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA. Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program. If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their ﬁnancial aid eligibility.

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future ﬁnancial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course.
See: Financial Aid
LINK: http://ﬁnancialaid.unt.edu/sap

RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates.
See: FERPA
Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/

COUNSELING AND TESTING
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor for students in need. Please visit the Center’s website for further information:
See: Counseling and Testing
Link: http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services. For more information on mental health resources, please visit:

See:  Mental Health Resources
Link:  https://disparities.unt.edu/mental-health-resources

ADD/DROP POLICY
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for ﬁnancial aid. In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required to begin paying back your student loans. See Academic Calendar (listed above) for additional add/drop Information.
Drop Information: https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html STUDENT RESOURCES
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students. For a complete list, go to:
See: Student Resources
Link: https://success.unt.edu/aa-sa-resources

CARE TEAM
The Care Team is a collaborative interdisciplinary committee of university officials that meets regularly to provide a response to student, staff, and faculty whose behavior could be harmful to themselves or others.
See: Care Team
Link: https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care-team
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