Political Science 2306 
Course Instructor: Gloria Cox, Ph.D  
Wooten Hall 163, Gloria.Cox@unt.edu
Other Information: Ph.D. University of South Carolina. University Distinguished Teaching Professor. Founding Dean of UNT’s Honors College, Associate Department Chair, Associate Professor.
A Message from your professor: I am honored to be your professor and I look forward to a great semester. I want you to have a great semester, too, one in which you learn a great deal, one that you enjoy, and in which you are successful. Even though I will come to you as a recording, I am actually a real person and you are welcome to connect with me if I can be of help to you. My email address is Gloria.Cox@unt.edu, and I look forward to your messages. 
Course Description, Structure, and Objectives 
Course Structure
This course is divided between the online lectures and other lessons provided each week and a recitation section. I will provide a lesson for each week that you will be able to access at the time of your choosing. You will also be required to attend a recitation session each week to discuss the topics being covered.  There are fifteen weeks in the semester, and I will open a new module for you each week. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO F-1 VISA HOLDERS
Federal regulations state that students may apply only 3 fully-online semester credit hours (SCH) to the hours required for full-time status for F-1 Visa (DOC) holders. Full-time status for F-1 Visa students is 12 hours for undergraduates and 9 hours for graduate students. You should check with your academic advisor if you have questions.

Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, learners will be able to (numbered in order of presentation):
1. Identify reliable sources for acquiring accurate information about government and use that information to make decisions about ideas and policies.
2. Explain in writing and orally the foundations of U.S. and Texas governments, including important ideas like the social contract, rule of law, and republican government; included will be basic facts about the threat of authoritarianism.
3. Gain understanding of the important principles and details of the U.S. and Texas Constitutions;
4. Learn about civil liberties and the development of individual rights over time through legislation and court action;
5. Explore the concept of equality and its progression for groups in American society; and
6. Identify the institutions of government—legislative, executive, and judicial—along with the bureaucracy, for both federal and state government.
7. Recognize the ideals of citizenship and how to be a good citizen;
8. Learn in a supportive environment in which we demonstrate respect for one another, and a healthy dose of kindness, too.
How to Be Successful in this Course 
You are my student and I am committed to your success in this class. Moreover, I am hoping you love this class and learn a great deal about American and Texas government as the semester goes along. You will have a professor for your recitation section, too. They will do a great job for you and help you succeed.
Please read the following reminders about my availability and how to contact me.
1. I hold office hours each week. This semester I plan to be in the office on Tuesday mornings from 9 until Noon and on Wednesday afternoon from 3 until 4. You do not need an appointment or an urgent issue to stop by the office and introduce yourself and chat. I will be able to answer questions about the online materials, and your recitation professor will provide support for your assignments in that section.

2. Please try to keep up in the class. Getting behind is the enemy of success. In this class, that means checking the schedule for each week and seeing all the things listed under the Read, Watch & Listen section and all those under the Complete These section. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can be successful at UNT, go to unt.edu/success and explore unt.edu/wellness. To get all your enrollment and student financial-related questions answered, go to scrappysays.unt.edu.

3. It is possible that you may feel overwhelmed as the semester goes along. Perhaps you will find that you are taking too many hours or working too many hours. Perhaps you have a bout of illness. Whatever the cause, please be sure to seek help. We have counselors on campus available to you at no cost and there are other services as well. Remember that we have a food bank, too, so you need not go hungry. For additional information, check out policies at Student Support Services & Policies page (https://clear.unt.edu/student-support-services-policies).

4. We also have the Office of Disability Access (ODA), and here is the ADA Statement: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access). You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.
Supporting Your Success and Creating an Inclusive Learning Environment  
Although this is a hybrid online-recitation course, I want you to know that I value the many perspectives students bring to our campus. I hope you will feel engaged in the class in the knowledge that we are all members of various government communities, from the national to the local, and therefore we have responsibilities and privileges as residents. 
Required/Recommended Materials 
The required materials for this course are available in electronic form only. Here are the details:
Political Institutions Workbook + Central Ideas in American Government + Texas Politics ISBN: 978-1-963859-42-3. The materials are not available from Amazon or other alternate outlets. The cost is approximately $70. 

You may obtain the materials in one of two ways:

1. From the UNT Bookstore: upon purchase, you will receive a code which you will need to enter in the first webtext assignment in Canvas for access, or
2. From the Soomo company directly; to do this, log in to Canvas and click on the first of the webtext assignments. You will see a page that allows you to purchase access with a credit card. Please do not go directly to Soomo, as access is not available except through Canvas.

· Technology requirements for this online course:
This course has digital components. To fully participate in this class, students will need internet access to reference content on the Canvas Learning Management System (https://unt.structure.com). Information on how to be successful in a digital learning environment can be found at Learn Anywhere (https://online.unt.edu/learn). 
Course Requirements/Schedule 
	Date
	Topic
	Assignment 

	08/23
	Syllabus / Getting Started
	Post Test Quiz 1

	08/30
	The US Constitution
	Post Test Quiz 2

	09/06
	The Texas Constitution
	Post Test Quiz 3
Webtext Workbook: The Constitution

	09/13
	Federalism
	Post Test Quiz 4 &
Webtext Workbook: Federalism

	09/20
	Civil Liberties: Freedom of Religion
	Post Test Quiz 5

	09/27
	Civil Liberties: First Amendment Rights
	Post Test Quiz 6 &
Webtext Workbook: Civil Liberties

	10/04
	Civil Rights: Race Discrimination
	Post Test Quiz 7

	10/11
	Equality of Women
	Post Test Quiz 8 &
Webtext Workbook: Civil Rights

	10/12-10/16
	Midterm Exam
	Midterm Exam

	10/25
	The Legislative Branch
	Post Test Quiz 10

	11/01
	The Texas Legislature
	Post Test Quiz 11 &
Webtext Workbook: Legislatures

	11/08
	The Executive Branch
	Post Test Quiz 12 &
Webtext Workbook: The Presidency

	11/15
	The Texas Governor and Government Bureaucracy
	Post Test Quiz 13 &
Webtext Workbook:Texas Executive and
Bureaucracy

	11/22
	The Federal Judiciary
	Post Test Quiz 14

	12/03
	The Texas Judiciary
	Post Test Quiz 15 &
Webtext Workbook: Courts

	12/7-12/11
	Final Exam
	Final Exam


If there is a campus closing that will affect your assignments, you will be notified by Eagle Alert. You may also want to consult the Campus Closures Policy (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/15-006). 
Assessing Your Work 
We will use the following Grading Scale:
A = 100-90 
B = 89-80 
C = 79-70 
D = 69-60 
F = 59-zero 

Components of Your Grade
1. One Mid-term Exam		15% of your course grade
2. One Final Exam		15% of your course grade
3. Workbook Assignments	15% of your course grade
4. Post-tests for each Module	15% of your course grade
5. Recitation Assignments*	40% of your course grade

*Recitation assignments will be made by your recitation professor. They may include attendance and participation grades, as well as course content exploration, development, engagement, discussions, and check-ups.

Academic Integrity
Please remember that your work should be your own. It is a violation of UNT’s policies to use the work of others as if it is your own. Students who use other people’s work without citations will be violating UNT’s Academic Integrity Policy.  Please read and follow this important set of guidelines for your academic success (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003).  If you have questions about this, or any UNT policy, please email me or come discuss this with me during my office hours.
Attendance and Participation  
This portion of your course is completely online and attendance will not be taken. Your recitation professor will set the attendance requirements for that part of your course.
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