U.S.-Latin American Relations
PSCI 3704-001
Spring 2026

Dr. Glen Biglaiser				Office Hours: T, R: 12:30 - 1:30 p.m., & by appt.
glen.biglaiser@unt.edu				Wooten Hall 167, (940) 565‑2312

Domestic societal threats and contact mainly with the United States have characterized the international relations of Latin America in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. This course surveys the international relations of Latin America from independence to the end of the Cold War and the current period, with an emphasis on its relations with the United States. It begins by briefly examining colonial rule in Latin America under Spanish and Portuguese occupation. The course next reviews Latin America's experience from the early 1800s to World War II. It then focuses on political and economic changes in the 1950s - 1980s, and the impact of the Cold War on U.S. foreign policy making. Finally, the course examines the end of the Cold War, immigration, NAFTA/USMCA, and the spread of illicit drugs across borders.

Grades will be based on an in-class midterm (25%), term paper (25%), and final (35%). Class participation (including an oral debate) is strongly encouraged and is worth 15% of your final grade.

Grade Scale
A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69; F=less than 60%

Required Texts

Crandall, Russell. Driven by Drugs: U.S. Policy toward Colombia, 2nd ed. Lynne Rienner, 2008. 

Smith, Clint E. Inevitable Partnership: Understanding Mexico-U.S. Relations. Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2000. Available on e-reserve: https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/unt/detail.action?docID=4352988

Smith, Peter, H., and Ana Covarrubias.  Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States, and the World, 5th edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022.

[bookmark: _Hlk185409129]Required Additional Readings

Assigned readings not in the required texts are available on Canvas.

Attendance. Attendance is expected in the course. Attending class will help improve your course performance and participation grade. 

Canvas: Please check Canvas regularly, as I will provide important course information here.
[bookmark: _Hlk185409085]
Dropping Courses: It is your responsibility to determine when and what forms you need concerning drops, withdrawals, and other administrative actions. For more information, please visit: https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-academic-calendar.html

[bookmark: _Hlk92690305]ADA Accommodation Statement. UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu. 

Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. 

Use of Artificial Intelligence for Assignments. According to the UNT Academic Integrity Policy (UNT Policy 6.003), any form of "unauthorized assistance" constitutes cheating. As a result, use of any artificial intelligence is not authorized for assignments in this course.

Emergency Notification & Procedures. UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials. 

Acceptable Student Behavior. Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.

Class Schedule and Reading Assignments

Week 1: January 12 - 16
Introduction to Latin America; Course Overview
Skidmore, Smith, & Green, Modern Latin America, pp. 3-15, on Canvas.

Week 2: January 19 - 23
Independence in Latin America
Skidmore, Smith, & Green, Modern Latin America, pp. 16-44, on Canvas.
P. Smith and Covarrubias, chapter 1.

[bookmark: _Hlk185409266]Week 3: January 26 - 30
Mexican-American War; Mexico's Relations with France
C. Smith, pp. 1-33

[bookmark: _Hlk185409274]Week 4: February 2 - 6
U.S. Involvement in Latin America, 1870s - 1890s
Lipson, Standing Guard, pp. 37-64, on Canvas.
Skidmore, Smith, & Green, Modern Latin America, pp. 431-444, on Canvas.
Movie: “Burn”

[bookmark: _Hlk185409288]Week 5: February 9 - 13
Spanish-American War and Panama Canal
P. Smith and Covarrubias, chapter 2.


[bookmark: _Hlk185409297]Week 6: February 16 - 20
Mexican Revolution and Inter-War Years
C. Smith, pp. 35-57.
February 19: Handout Study Guide for Midterm
	
[bookmark: _Hlk185409316]Week 7: February 23 - 27
Great Depression and Good Neighbor Policy
P. Smith and Covarrubias, chapters 3, 4.
February 24th: Midterm Exam

[bookmark: _Hlk185409346]Week 8: March 2 - 6
World War II, Cold War, and Import Substitution Industrialization
P. Smith and Covarrubias, chapters 5, 8.

[bookmark: _Hlk185409356]SPRING BREAK: March 9 – 13

[bookmark: _Hlk185409368]Week 9: March  16 – 20
Cuban Revolution, Alliance for Progress, and USAID
P. Smith and Covarrubias, chapters 6, 7.
	
Contemporary Issues

[bookmark: _Hlk185409377]Week 10/11: March 23 – April 3
US-Cuban Relations
Skidmore, Smith, & Green, Modern Latin America, pp. 112-141, on Canvas.
P. Smith and Covarrubias, chapter 11 (281-285).
Video: “The Fidel Castro Tapes.”
	Debate 1: U.S. Sanctions on Cuba.

[bookmark: _Hlk185409471]Week 12: April 6 – 10
Migration and Immigration
C. Smith, pp. 117-132.
P. Smith and Covarrubias, chapter 13.
Video: “Zero Tolerance.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW4kQ4akZ1A
Debate 2: Immigration.

[bookmark: _Hlk185409488]Week 13/14: April 13 – 24
Illicit Drugs
Crandall, 1-81.
C. Smith, 133-144.
P. Smith and Covarrubias, chapter 14.
Video: “30 for 30 -- The Two Escobars.”
Debate 3: Drug Trafficking.
[bookmark: _Hlk185409733]Final Paper Due: Tuesday, April 14th. (submit using Turnitin on Canvas).
Handout Study Guide for Final: Tuesday, April 21st.


Week 15: April 27 –  30
NAFTA/USMCA, Texas, and Globalization
C. Smith, 191-206
P. Smith and Covarrubias, chapters 9, 12.
Video: “Commanding Heights.”
Debate 4: Globalization/USMCA.

Final Exam: Tuesday, May 5th, 10:00 am – 12:00 p.m. 
