                         CJUS 3630 Drugs Crime & Society 
Instructor: Francheska Brinkley, M.S.			Term: Spring 2026
Class meeting: Tues/Thurs 2:30-3:50	   		Classroom: Gate 131
Instructor’s Contact Info E-mail (preferred): Francheska.Brinkley@unt.edu  	         
Office hours: By Appointment, send me an email and we can meet in Chilton Hall 
Feel free to reach out to me via email. If my inbox gets crowded during busy periods, and you do not hear back from me within two business days, please send a follow-up email. A polite reminder is always welcome! Please know I can only discuss grades over email if it was sent through your Eagle Connect email account (username@my.unt.edu).
Course Description
CJUS 3630.300 – Drug Crime & Society
This course examines the complex relationship between drug use, drug policy, crime, and society in the United States. Students will explore how drugs have been socially constructed, criminalized, regulated, and responded to through law enforcement, public policy, and public health frameworks. Emphasis is placed on understanding how drug policies are formed, whose interests they serve, and their intended and unintended consequences for individuals, communities, and the criminal justice system.
Through critical analysis of historical and contemporary drug policies, media narratives, and empirical research, students will evaluate the effectiveness of punitive and harm-reduction approaches and consider alternative policy responses. This course encourages students to move beyond common assumptions about drugs and crime and to engage thoughtfully with evidence-based perspectives.
Course Structure
This course uses a structured, in-class active learning format that combines assigned readings, guided discussion, applied activities, documentary analysis, and short lectures. Students are expected to complete readings before class, as class time is designed for application, analysis, and discussion rather than passive review of material.
Group work is incorporated primarily for major course projects, while most in-class activities and assignments are completed individually. This structure ensures that students are both individually accountable for their learning and able to engage in collaborative, applied work when appropriate.
Class meetings will emphasize critical engagement with real-world drug policy issues, evidence-based reasoning, and thoughtful discussion. Active participation and preparation are essential to success in this course.
Course Objectives
Throughout the semester, students will examine how drug policies and societal responses to drugs are often shaped by fear, politics, and moral judgments rather than empirical evidence. By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Explain the historical and social foundations of drug laws and drug control policies in the United States.
2. Analyze the relationship between drugs, crime, and social inequality, including the differential impacts of drug enforcement across communities.
3. Evaluate drug policies and interventions using an evidence-based and critical perspective.
4. Assess competing frameworks for understanding drug use, including criminal justice, public health, and harm-reduction approaches.
5. Develop critical thinking skills through the analysis of scholarly readings, media portrayals, and real-world case examples.
6. Demonstrate effective communication skills through written assignments, group projects, and informed class participation.
Required Materials
	The following textbook is required for all students enrolled in this course. Reading assignments are listed in the Course Calendar. Students are expected to complete readings prior to class, as they form the foundation for in-class discussion and activities.
Mosher, C. J., Clayton, R., & Akins, S. (2021).
Drugs and Drug Policy: The Conscious Alteration of Social Reality (3rd ed.).
SAGE Publications.
ISBN-13: 978-1544351124
	Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Please note: If a student chooses to purchase an edition other than the required one, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure access to and familiarity with the most current course material.

Additional Materials
Additional readings, articles, reports, documentaries, and media sources will be assigned throughout the semester and made available via Canvas. These materials are intended to supplement the textbook and expose students to current debates and real-world applications related to drug crime and policy.
**Additional materials in the form of articles and/or book chapters will supplement this course. NOTE: If a student chooses to purchase anything other than the current edition of the assigned course text, it is their responsibility to ensure access to and familiarity with the most up-to-date course materials
Course Notes and Recommendations: Office hours offer you an opportunity to ask for clarification or find support with understanding class material. Email me! I encourage you to connect with me. Your success is our goal. 
Please make sure to have your official UNT email forwarded to your preferred email address (if different) to receive important updates, changes, announcements, class cancellations (if applicable), and generally, so I can reach you if necessary. The announcement board on Canvas, and email, will be used for primary communication to the class as a whole. I advise you to check the announcements section frequently. 
Important: It is your responsibility to utilize a computer system that works and is compatible with the UNT online system/Canvas. 

Course Requirements
	Your final grade will be determined based on your performance on several assignments, In Class Assignments and participation, Documentary Discussions, a Nexus Conference Group Project & Presentation, a Final Group PSA Project & Presentation, and a written reflection. There are a total of 750 points that can be earned in this class.
	Category
	Points

	Unit Quizzes (Best 5 of 6)
	125

	In-Class Assignments (Best 10 of 12)
	100

	Documentary Discussions (3 total)
	45

	Nexus Conference Group Project
	200

	Final Group PSA Project
	200

	Final Reflection Paper
	80

	Total Points Possible
	750






  


Grading Scale
· A: 675–750
· B: 600–674
· C: 525–599
· D: 450–524
· F: Below 450
	Unit Quizzes (Best 5 of 6) – 125 points
	Unit quizzes assess students’ understanding of assigned readings and key concepts for each course unit. Quizzes are designed to reinforce preparation and ensure students are keeping up with course material. At the end of the semester, the lowest quiz score will be dropped, and only the best five scores will count toward the final grade.
	In-Class Assignments (Best 10 of 12) – 100 points
	In-class assignments are short, low-stakes activities completed during class time. These assignments may include written reflections, applied exercises, or brief analyses connected to the day’s topic. They are designed to encourage attendance, engagement, and real-time application of course concepts. The lowest two scores will be dropped.
	Documentary Discussions (3 total) – 45 points
	Throughout the semester, students will engage with selected documentaries related to drugs, drug policy, and society. Each documentary discussion requires students to critically reflect on the film and connect it to course concepts, readings, and class discussions. These assignments emphasize thoughtful engagement rather than summary.
NEXUS Conference Project (200 Points Total)
(Components completed throughout the semester)
· Group Topic Selection (individual submission)
· In-Class Mini-Proposal Worksheet (graded research deliverable)
· Group Abstract & NEXUS Submission
· Poster Draft Check (“Clear to Print”)
· Conference Presentation  
· Details, deadlines, and rubrics for each component are provided in Canvas.
	Final Group PSA Project – (200 points total)
	The Final Group Public Service Announcement (PSA) Project requires students to collaboratively design a prevention- or awareness-focused message related to drugs and society. This project emphasizes research-based content, clarity of communication, and real-world applicability. Additional details, timelines, and grading criteria will be provided in Canvas.
	Final Reflection Paper – 80 points
The Final Reflection Paper asks students to thoughtfully reflect on their learning over the course of the semester. Students will connect course concepts, readings, and activities to broader questions about drug policy, crime, and society. This assignment emphasizes critical thinking, synthesis, and personal insight rather than new research.
Extra Credit: If an opportunity for extra credit presents itself, it will be discussed in class and available to the entire class at the discretion of the instructor. There will be no individual opportunities for extra credit. 
Make-Up Policy: There will be no opportunities to make up any missed coursework with the exception of authorized absences according to university policies prescribing authorized absences in certain situations. I reserve the right to consider extreme circumstances and modify this rule. Students should notify me prior to missing an assignment, if possible. Those in athletics, those who are absent for religious holidays, and/or those involved in other school supported activities that require being absent from class will be allowed to make up assignments if proper procedures are followed in requesting an excused absence. I must have written documentation in advance that you will be away from class for the absence to be excused. 
Course Policies: I value the many perspectives students bring to our campus. Please work with me to create a classroom culture of open communication, mutual respect, and inclusion. All discussions should be respectful and civil. Although disagreements and debates are encouraged, personal attacks are unacceptable. Together, we can ensure a safe and welcoming classroom for all. If you ever feel like this is not the case, please stop by my office and let me know. We are all learning together. 
To be successful at learning and understanding the material in this class, it is essential that you read and complete the assigned material and engage in thoughtful discussions both in class and online. Your active participation, along with your willingness to engage in thoughtful discussions will be considered at all times during the semester. A classroom, especially during times of discussion, is a place to express ideas, opinions, and engage in thoughtful discussions. Students will respect the views and opinions of others at all times or their status in the course will be examined.  In sum, simply be appropriate during all interactions. Each student brings unique insight and perspectives, and that can make for an interesting and lively discussion forum, but just please be appropriate and respectful of others.  Please review the undergraduate catalog concerning conduct which adversely affects the university community. 
Attendance Policy: Because this course involves collaboration, participation is essential to learning. Our group-based activities require you to be actively engaged in discussions and group work. I understand tardiness and absences may occur. If you are late to class, please drop me an email to let me know the circumstances. If you must miss class, please let me know prior to your absence. 
Absences are authorized only in cases of participation in school sponsored activities and/or religious holidays. For an excused absence due to a school sponsored activity, students must be approved in advance by the department chair and academic dean. Within three days after the absence, students must obtain authorized absence cards from the Dean of Students for presentation to instructor. Students who wish to request an excused absence for religious holidays can do so and will be excused from class as long as they make a request within the required time set by the University (see the most recent undergraduate catalog). Notification must be in writing so that I may have it for my records. You must arrange to make up any work missed during the excused religious absence or school sponsored activity. 
Students that have fallen behind, are failing, and/or choose to not complete the coursework for the semester are responsible for officially withdrawing themselves from the course; failure to do so will result in a performance grade of “F.” Last day to withdraw with a grade of “W” April 10, 2026.
Syllabus Change Policy: I reserve the right and have the discretion to change this syllabus. While every effort will be made to follow this syllabus as closely as possible, it is sometimes the case that the syllabus must be modified. In the case that the syllabus needs to be adjusted, I will announce such adjustments to the class. I will make every effort to ensure that any changes to the syllabus benefit the class as a whole. It is the student’s responsibility to check announcements/email so that any and all syllabus changes are documented. Failure to obtain syllabus changes because of failure to check and read announcements does not constitute a defense against missed assignments, test dates, and other applicable changes. 
UNT Policies
Academic Integrity Policy: Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University
ADA Policy: UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodation at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website (https://disability.unt.edu/).
Emergency Notification & Procedures: UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Blackboard for contingency plans for covering course materials.
Retention of Student Records: Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. Students have the right to view their individual record; however, information about student’s records will not be divulged to other individuals without proper written consent. Students are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the University’s policy. See UNT Policy 10.10, Records Management and Retention for additional information. 
Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr
Additionally, disruptive behaviors such as arriving late, having a conversation while someone else is talking, profanity, sleeping, text messaging, using laptops/tablets for anything other than course related activities, cell phones going off during class, etc. are not acceptable. Students repeatedly engaging in any of these behaviors may be asked to leave the classroom.
Additional policies:
· Recording devices are not allowed in the classroom unless specifically approved by the instructor.
· Tobacco products of any kind (including e-cigs) are not allowed in the classroom.
· Due to liability concerns and the content of course discussions, children are not permitted in the classroom at any time.
· Laptops and similar devices can be used during class as long as they are used for taking notes and/or other related classroom functions. If used for surfing the web, instant messaging, sending emails or otherwise, they will not be allowed in the classroom.
Sexual Assault Prevention: UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal laws (Title IX and the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex and therefore prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been impacted by violence by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change where appropriate, and connecting students to other resources available both on and off campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565- 2648. Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially reported to the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565 2759.
Course Evaluation: Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) is the student evaluation system for UNT and allows students the ability to confidentially provide constructive feedback to their instructor and department to improve the quality of student experiences in the course. This brief survey will be made available at the end of the semester to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught.
Miscellaneous: The material posted online is my personal intellectual property or that of the University of North Texas. You may not utilize the material for other than class purposes. 
A variety of resources services are available to students in the Academic Support tab in Canvas.
[NOTE: Read the assigned reading for each day prior to coming to class; additional readings may be added, and these will be announced in class and on Canvas]
            Spring 2026 Academic Course Schedule: Drug Crime and Society  
	Date
	Topic, Assignments, Due Dates

	1/13
	Review Syllabus and Course Format-Readings: None

	1/15
	Unit 1: Foundations of Drug Crime & Society 
Public Perceptions of Drugs & Harm Assessment-Readings: None

	1/20
	Unit 1: Foundations of Drug Crime & Society 
Perception to Policy: How Drug Problems are Defined-Readings: None


	1/22
	Unit 1 Quiz (Ch. 1-2)
Unit 1: Drug Controversies and Demonization-Readings: Ch. 1-2

	1/27
	Unit 1 (Continued): Theories of Drug Use 

	1/29
	Guided Discussion: The House I Live In: Americas War on Drugs

	2/3
	Nexus Conference Topic Workshop
Topic Selection Due (Canvas)


	2/5
	Unit 2 Quiz (Ch. 3–4)
Unit 2: Drug Effects and Pharmacology-Readings: Ch 3-4


	2/10
	Unit 2: Drug Effects and Pharmacology

	2/12
	Documentary & Guided Discussion: TBA

	2/17
	In-Class Mini-Proposal Worksheet

	2/19
	Unit 3 Quiz: (Ch. 5-6)
Unit 3: Patterns of Drug Use-Readings: Ch. 5-6

	2/24
	Unit 3 (Continued): Patterns of Drug Use

	2/26
	Abstract Worksheet and Submission due to NEXUS

	3/3
	Unit 4 Quiz (Ch 7-8)
Unit 4: Prevention and Treatment-Readings: Ch. 7-8

	3/5
	Unit 4 Continued: Prevention and Treatment

	3/9-3/13
	Spring Break-No class

	3/17
	In Class Project Workday

	3/19
	In Class Project Workday
Poster Draft Screenshot Check (Due in Canvas)

	3/24
	Unit 5 Quiz (Ch 9-11)
Unit 5: Drug Policy in the United States-Readings: Ch 9-11

	3/26
	Unit 5 Continued: Drug Policy in the United States

	3/31
	Conference Preparation Workshop 

	4/2
	Nexus Cybercrime and Social Behavior Research Conference

	4/7
	Documentary & Guided Discussion: Heroin(e)

	4/9
	Unit 6 Quiz (Ch 12) 
Unit 6: Drug Policies in Other Countries -Readings: Ch 12

	4/14
	Unit 6 Continued: Comparative Drug Policy & Global Lessons

	4/16
	Applying Drug Policy to Prevention & Public Messaging
(Translating Your NEXUS Research for the Public)

	4/21
	In Class Group PSA Project Workday

	4/23
	In Class Group PSA Project Workday 

	4/28
	Final Group PSA Projects Due

	4/30
	Final Group PSA Projects Due

	
	

	05/05
	Final Class Reflection Due in Canvas 11:59 PM



