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CRIMINOLOGY
CJUS 3600: CRIMINOLOGY
Fall 2026 •  University of North Texas
	Instructor
	Francheska Brinkley

	Class Meetings
	Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12:45–2:05 p.m.  | Location: ENV 130 

	Office & Hours
	Chilton Hall 273L | Office hours Tuesdays 10:00-11:00 am by appointment only

	Contact
	Francheska.Brinkley@unt.edu | Preferred contact: Canvas Inbox or email

	COURSE PROMISE This is an application-focused course. Together, we will move beyond memorizing theories to using criminological theory to explain crime, evaluate evidence, and analyze real-world problems.



Course Overview
This course provides an overview of major criminological perspectives and examines the social, political, and intellectual contexts in which they developed. Emphasis is placed on the multidisciplinary nature of criminological thought and on applying criminological theory to contemporary crime, justice, and public policy issues.
Prerequisites: There are no required prerequisites for this course. However, to be successful, students should be prepared to:
· Read assigned course materials before class and actively participate in discussions and application activities. 
· Work respectfully with classmates and engage thoughtfully with differing perspectives. 
· Use and properly acknowledge sources when completing course assignments. 
· Commit approximately 8–10 hours per week to reading, studying, and completing course assignments. 
Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 
1. Evaluate the nature, extent, and measurement of crime.
1. Describe the study of victimology and theories of crime victimization.
1. Explain that there are several different theories that offer us a wide variety of perspectives for why people offend. 
1. Describe and compare criminological theories. 
1. Determine theories’ policy implications and explain why some are more realistic than others. 
1. Differentiate between the different crime typologies. 
Communication: How to Email Me About This Course
Before emailing, please check the syllabus and Canvas to see if your question has already been answered. If you miss class, please review Canvas and obtain missed notes or class information from a classmate. The instructor does not provide individual summaries of missed class meetings. Due to FERPA requirements, course-related email communication must be sent from your UNT email account. When contacting me by Canvas Inbox or UNT email, please include CJUS 3600 in the subject line and clearly identify the reason for your message. Because I teach multiple courses and sections, including the course number helps me respond more efficiently. You can expect a response from me within 2 business days. Emails after 5pm and on weekends will be answered the next business day. 
Required Course Materials
Issue 1: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2016). CrimComics Issue 1: Origins of criminology [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press.
Issue 2: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2017). CrimComics Issue 2: Biology and criminality [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press.
Issue 3: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2018). CrimComics Issue 3: Classical and neoclassical criminology [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press.
Issue 4: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2017). CrimComics Issue 4: Social disorganization theory [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press.
Issue 5: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2018). CrimComics Issue 5: Anomie and strain theories [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press.
Issue 6: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2018). CrimComics Issue 6: Subcultural theories [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press.
Issue 7: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2019). CrimComics Issue 7: Social control theories [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press.
Issue 8: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2020). CrimComics Issue 8: Social learning theories [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press.
Issue 9: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2021). CrimComics Issue 9: Psychosocial theories [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press.
Issue 10: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2021). CrimComics Issue 10: Developmental and life-course theories [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press.
Issue 11: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2022). CrimComics Issue 11: Labeling theory [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press. 
Issue 12: Gehring, K. S., & Batista, M. R. (2023). CrimComics Issue 12: Conflict and critical theories [Cartoon]. Oxford University Press. 

Recommended Reading
Siegel, L.J. (2018). Criminology: The Core (7th ed.). Boston, MA: Cengage. 
Reading Expectations: CrimComics is the required course text. Assigned CrimComics issues and any required readings or materials posted within the weekly Canvas module should be completed before the class meeting in which they will be discussed or applied. Criminology: The Core by Siegel is recommended and will be used as a supplemental resource throughout the course; students are not required to purchase it.
Course readings, slides, videos, and handouts are for enrolled students’ educational use only and may not be redistributed. 






How the Course Works
Class Meetings: Learn, Discuss, Apply  
Class meetings combine lecture, discussion, real-world examples, and opportunities to apply criminological concepts. Some applications will be informal and completed through class discussion, small-group consultation, case analysis, media examples, or other activities designed to help you practice thinking like a criminologist. These activities are part of the learning process and are not always graded. At designated points during the semester, students will also complete graded experiences such as quizzes, Criminology Labs, documentary analyses, guest-speaker activities, and other course applications. Students should come to class having completed the assigned CrimComics issue and any other required materials for that week.
Canvas: Prepare, Organize, and Submit
Canvas contains weekly module materials, required readings and resources, due dates, assignment directions, grade updates, and announcements. Students are responsible for reviewing each weekly module and checking Canvas and UNT email regularly. 
Assignments and Grading
	Course Component
	Offered
	Counted
	Points

	Criminology Labs (10 pts each)
	7
	5
	50

	Quizzes (75 pts each)
	3
	3
	225

	Documentary Application Packets (50 pts each)
	2
	2
	100

	Guest Speaker(s)
	2
	2
	80

	Movie Theory Infographic
	1
	1
	75

	Professional Engagement
	1
	1
	10

	Final Theory Application
	1
	1
	75

	TOTAL
	
	
	615


Grading Scale
	A 554-615
	B 492-553
	C 431-491
	D 369-430
	F 368 and below

	90–100%
	80–89%
	70–79%
	60–69%
	Below 60%



Final grades are determined by points earned, not by the percentage shown in Canvas if Canvas settings differ. Grades are not rounded beyond the stated point boundaries.
Major Course Components
Criminology Labs — 50 points
Throughout the semester, several 10-point Criminology Labs will be offered periodically during regularly scheduled class meetings. Labs provide opportunities to apply course concepts and theories to cases, media, crime problems, and other real-world examples through individual work, small-group consultation, class discussion or share-outs, brief Canvas submissions, or other application activities.
With the exception of the scheduled Spider-Man Lab, Crim mini labs may not be announced in advance or individually listed on the course schedule. Students may earn a maximum of 50 points from Criminology Labs during the semester. More than 50 points of lab opportunities will be offered, allowing students flexibility if they miss an individual mini lab. Once a student has earned 50 Criminology Lab points, additional lab participation will not increase the course grade.
Because more lab opportunities are offered than are required to earn the maximum 50 points, individual mini labs generally cannot be made up due to routine absences. University-authorized absences and approved accommodations will be handled in accordance with university policy.
Quizzes — 3 @75 pts each
Three Canvas quizzes worth 75 points each assess students’ understanding and application of criminological concepts and theories covered in the preceding course modules. Quizzes include a combination of multiple-choice, true/false, scenario-based application questions, and a short written application response. Students should be prepared to identify key concepts and elements of theories, distinguish between theoretical perspectives, and apply course material to new examples and scenarios.
Each quiz replaces the regular face-to-face class meeting for that day and must be completed independently in Canvas during the designated quiz period. Quizzes are timed, and the use of notes, course materials, websites, generative AI, or other outside assistance is not permitted unless specifically authorized. Students are responsible for completing each quiz by the posted deadline. Approved accommodation will be provided in accordance with university policy.
Documentary Application Packets — 100 points
Students will complete one 50-point guided application packet for each of the two documentaries. Credit is based on accurate observation, theory application, and completion during the scheduled experience.	
Guest Speaker — 2 @40 pts each
Students will complete two guest-speaker activities worth 40 points each. Requirements may include submitting questions, attending and participating in the session, completing a brief reflection, or another related activity. Specific instructions will be provided before each guest-speaker session. If a speaker is unavailable, the activity may be modified or replaced.
Movie Theory Infographic — 85 points
The signature project. Students select an approved movie and create an original infographic that accurately applies criminological theory to characters, behavior, context, and policy implications. The Movie and Theory Choice is due in Canvas October 29 by 11:59 p.m. The infographic is Due in Canvas Sunday, Nov. 22 by 11:59 p.m. The instructor will display infographics during Dec. 3 as a Movie Theory showcase.
Movie and Theory Choice: 15 points
Movie Theory Infographic: 60 points 
Professional Engagement: 10 points
Professional Engagement (10 points): Students are expected to be present on December 3 and earn these points by actively participating in the Movie Theory Showcase. Participation includes engaging with classmates' infographics, providing thoughtful feedback, voting for the Top 10 presentations, and remaining actively involved for the duration of the showcase.
Final Theory Application — 75 points
An individual, cumulative application assessment during the official final period on Tuesday, Dec. 8, 1:00–3:00 p.m. Students will compare and apply theories to scenarios or prompts. Format and permitted materials will be announced in advance.
	EXTRA CREDIT: A short About You activity may earn up to 10 extra-credit points. Extra credit cannot replace required work and does not raise the 615-point denominator. Individual extra-credit opportunities will not be provided. Any additional extra-credit opportunity, if offered, will be available to the class as a whole


Course Policies
Attendance and Participation
Students are expected to attend class regularly and promptly. Attendance is recorded but does not earn separate points. Regular attendance is essential because many graded applications occur in class. Students are responsible for material, announcements, and work missed during an absence. Because more Criminology Lab opportunities are offered than are required, missed mini labs due to routine absences cannot be made up. Make-up work or alternative arrangements will be provided when required for a university-authorized absence or approved accommodations. Students with a university-authorized absence should notify the instructor as soon as reasonably possible and provide documentation when required. Authorized absences, including university-sponsored activities and other absences recognized under UNT Policy 06.039, will be handled in accordance with university policy. Students whose attendance patterns jeopardize their academic success may be referred through appropriate university student-support procedures consistent with UNT Policy 06.039.
Religious Holy Days
Students who plan to miss class because of the observance of a religious holy day should notify the instructor in writing as early as possible, preferably during the first two weeks of the semester or as soon as the need becomes known. Reasonable accommodations will be provided consistently with UNT Policy 06.039.
Late and Missed Work
Assignments are due on the dates listed in the course schedule and Canvas. Late work is not accepted unless required by university policy, approved accommodations, or an authorized absence under UNT Policy 06.039. Requests for extensions should be made before the assignment deadline whenever possible. After a deadline has passed, extensions will be granted only when required by university policy, approved accommodations, or a documented emergency. Criminology Labs, documentary application packets, guest-speaker activities, quizzes, and the Final Theory Application are tied to scheduled class meetings or assessment periods and cannot be made up. Students with a university-authorized absence must notify the instructor as soon as reasonably possible so that an appropriate alternative may be arranged, consistent with university policy.
Technology
Phones, laptops, tablets, headphones, and smart watches should be put away unless the instructor invites their use for a course activity or an accommodation requires them. Unauthorized use of devices, websites, applications, or other resources during an assessment may be treated as academic misconduct.
Artificial Intelligence
Generative AI may not be used to write, rewrite, summarize, brainstorm, design, or answer any graded work in this course, including documentary packets, quizzes, Crime Labs, guest speaker activities, the Movie Theory Infographic, and the Final Theory Application, unless written directions for a specific assignment explicitly permit it. Spelling and basic grammar tools that do not generate or substantially rewrite content are allowed. Students may be asked to explain their work or provide process evidence. Undisclosed or prohibited AI use may receive zero and be referred to under UNT Policy 06.003.
Academic Integrity
Students must submit their own work and accurately acknowledge sources. Cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, unauthorized collaboration, sharing assessment content, and facilitating another student’s misconduct are prohibited. Consequences may include a reduced or zero grade and referral through UNT’s academic-integrity process under Policy 06.003.
Respectful Learning Environment
Criminology involves violence, victimization, inequality, mental health, and other difficult topics. We will critique ideas and evidence while treating classmates, guests, victims, and communities with dignity. Students should not record classmates or guest speakers without explicit permission.
Syllabus Changes
The instructor may revise the schedule or course procedures when needed. Reasonable notice will be provided in class and through Canvas Announcements. Canvas is the controlling source for updates.
UNT Student Support and Required Statements
Disability Accommodations
The University of North Texas makes reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. To request accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) by completing an application for services and providing documentation to verify your eligibility each semester. Once your eligibility is confirmed, you may request your letter of accommodations. ODA will then email your faculty a letter of reasonable accommodation, initiating a private discussion about your specific needs in the course. 
You can request accommodations at any time, but it’s important to provide ODA notice to your faculty as early as possible in the semester to avoid delays in implementation. Keep in mind that you must obtain a new letter of accommodation for each semester and meet with each faculty member before accommodations can be provided in each class. You are strongly encouraged to meet with faculty regarding your accommodations during office hours or by appointment. Faculty have the authority to ask you to discuss your letter during their designated office hours to protect your privacy. For more information and to access resources that can support your needs, refer to the Office of Disability Access website (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access).
Emergency Notification and Procedures
Students are responsible for maintaining current contact information in UNT’s emergency notification system and following official university instructions during severe weather, evacuation, shelter-in-place, or other emergencies. In an emergency, prioritize safety and then communicate with the instructor when able.
Student Support
UNT offers academic, health, counseling, accessibility, food-security, and technology support. Current service information is available through studentaffairs.unt.edu, the UNT Libraries, the Learning Center, and the UNT Writing Center. If circumstances are interfering with your work, please reach out early so we can identify appropriate options.
Academic Integrity and Attendance Policies
This syllabus incorporates UNT Policy 06.003 (Student Academic Integrity), Policy 06.039 (Student Attendance and Authorized Absences), Policy 16.001 (Disability Accommodations), and Policy 06.049 (Course Syllabi Requirements). University policy controls if any statement here conflicts with an updated policy.
Fall 2026 Course Schedule
Students should complete the assigned CrimComics/ and weekly module reading before the corresponding class meeting. Documentary titles and guest participation may change if availability requires an equivalent substitution.
	Dates
	Module / Topic
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	Aug. 18 & 20
	Course Introduction
	Welcome, Course Overview, & Syllabus; About You 
	Crime and Criminology

	Aug. 25 & 27
	Crime, Law & Criminology
	Crime & Criminology; Origins of Criminology CrimComics Issue1 
	Public Order & Economic Crime 

	Sept. 1 & 3
	Victimology 
	Victimology 
	Tentative Guest Speaker: Denton CAC

	Sept. 8 & 10
	Measuring Crime
	Measuring Crime
	Spider-Man Crime Lab

	Sept. 15 & 17
	Individual & Situational Explanations of Crime
	Biology & Criminality CrimComics Issue 2
	Routine Activities Theory

	Sept. 22 & 24
	Classical & Neoclassical Theory
	Classical & Neoclassical Theory CrimComics Issue 3 
	Quiz 1 

	Sept. 29 & Oct. 1
	Social Structure Theories
	Social Disorganization Theory CrimComics Issue 4 
	Anomie & Strain Theory CrimComics Issu. 5

	Oct. 6 & 8
	Theories in Context
	Rock and a Hard Place
	Rock and a Hard Place

	Oct. 13 & 15
	Subcultural Theories
	Subcultural Theories CrimComics Issue 6
	Quiz 2 

	Oct. 20 & 22
	Social Process Theories
	Social Control Theory CrimComics Issue 7 
	Social Learning Theory CrimComics Issue 8

	Oct. 27 & 29
	Theory & Contemporary Crime
	Labeling Theory CrimComics Issue 11 
	Evolution of Cybercrime

	Nov. 3 & 5
	Theory in Action
	Psychosocial Theories CrimComics Issue 9
	Tentative Guest Speaker: Durst Case

	Nov. 10 & 12
	Developmental & Life Course Theory
	Developmental & Life Course Theory CrimComics Issue 10
	Quiz 3

	Nov. 17 & 19
	Theory Comparisons
	Central Park 5 
	Central Park 5 

	Sunday, Nov. 22
	Major Assignment Due
	Movie Theory Infographic Due in Canvas by 11:59 p.m. 
	—

	Nov. 23–27
	Thanksgiving Break
	No Classes
	No Classes

	Dec. 1 & 3
	Conflict & Critical Theory
	Conflict & Critical Theory CrimComics Issue 12 
	Movie Theory Infographic Showcase & Course Wrap-Up

	Tuesday, Dec. 8
	Final Examination 
	Final Examination (1:00–3:00 p.m.)
	—


         Schedule Note: Bolded items identify important schedule changes, guest speakers, major due dates, and assessments. 
	FINAL EXAM Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2026, 1:00–3:00 p.m. in the regular classroom unless UNT posts a different official location.


Version date: August 6, 2026. Keep this syllabus for reference and consult Canvas for announced updates.
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