COURSE SYLLABUS

MUAC 1526/3526/5526 

JAZZ GUITAR LESSONS

MUAC 1526- freshman and sophomore lower division lessons (four semesters)


The Improvisation Continuation Exam (ICE) must be passed in order to 
progress to upper division lessons.

MUAC 3526-Junior and senior upper division lessons (four semesters)

The Final Improvisation Proficiency Exam (FIPE) must be passed in order 
to perform a senior recital.

MUAC 5526- Graduate students (3 semesters and one recital advising semester)

Private Study Objectives: 

1) To improve individual technique and musicality

2) To improve reading skills through the use of etudes in the jazz and classical tradition  

3) Expand repertoire 

Criteria for Grading Private Lessons:


The student must demonstrate good weekly preparation of materials, a 
willingness and desire to dig into the music and show self-motivation in 
order to succeed in receiving an A or B.  Less than that will result in a C or 
lower.

At the end of each semester, the student will perform a jury, which will include solo performance of repertoire studied during the semester and may include a transcription performance.

Each week’s lessons will be given a grade and averaged at the end of the semester and will comprise 80% of the final grade.  The jury will count for the remaining 20%.

Continuation in Jazz Guitar Lessons:

If you receive less than a B in lessons, you will be asked to schedule a time to meet with Fred for counseling

Attendance Policy: 

It is up to the student to make it to all lessons and studio departmental classes unless illness or unavoidable conflicts occur.  Speak to the instructor in advance if possible.  If the instructor must miss a lesson a makeup will be scheduled.  There will be no makeup lessons for unexcused student absences.  Try to change times with another student if you cannot make your scheduled lesson time.

2 unexcused absences will lower the grade 25%. Drop the lesson if you go beyond that amount prior to the last drop date.

Recommended texts:



Violin Studies




Kreutzer 42 Studies or Caprices




J.S. Bach Solo Violin Sonatas and Partitas



Jazz and/or Saxophone Studies




Easy Jazz Conception, Jim Snidero




The Jazz Conception, Jim Snidero 


12 Contemporary Jazz Etudes, Bob Mintzer

Guitar Studies




Melodic Studies & Compositions for Guitar, Fred Hamilton, 




Mel Bay Publications




Chords Galore, Jack Petersen, Mel Bay Publications


Modern Chords, Vic Juris, Mel Bay


The Advancing Guitarist, Mick Goodrick


A Chordal Concept for Jazz Guitar, Peter O’Mara




Joe Pass Chord Solos 




The Barry Galbraith Series:

Book 1- The Fingerboard Workbook

Book 2-Daily Exercises in the Melodic and Harmonic Minor Modes 

Book 3-Guitar Comping 

Book 4-J.S. Bach Two Part Inventions for Two Guitars

Transcriptions
Two major jazz solos each semester at midterm and the final.  It is recommended that students bring in smaller projects of transcribed phrases or heads each week.

Repertoire  

Standards and bebop should be studied, memorized and played and is the bulk of the required repertoire.

I recommend the European Real Book, published by Sher Music, which contains many great compositions by European jazz artists. 

Current and recent compositions should be learned from the recordings.

Original compositions are encouraged for lessons as assignments.

The following list contains great jazz standards. Always try to find a good recording of the tunes being studied. 
Medium Tempo Standards
All of Me

All of You

All the Things You Are

Alone Together

Along Came Betty

April in Paris

Bessie’s Blues

Billie’s Bounce

Blue Monk

Blue Train

But Not for Me

Bye Bye Blackbird

Come Rain or Come Shine

Cousin Mary

Days of Wine and Roses

Dolphin Dance

Don’t Get Around Much 

Anymore

East of the Sun

Epistrophy

Everything I Love

Falling Grace

Falling in Love With Love

Fee Fi Fo Fum

A Foggy Day

Freddie the Freeloader

Four

Gloria’s Step

Gone With the Wind

(On) Green Dolphin Street

Have You Met Miss Jones?

How Deep is the Ocean

How High the Moon

If I Were a Bell

I Got Rhythm

I Hear a Rhapsody

I Love You

I Mean You

I Remember You

I Should Care

In a Mellotone

In Love in Vain

In Walked Bud

In Your Own Sweet Way

Invitation

Isfahan

It Could Happen to You

Joy Spring

Just Friends

Killer Joe

Lester Leaps In

Like Someone in Love

Love Walked In

Monk’s Dream

My Romance

Nardis

Night and Day

Now’s the Time

Our Love is Here to Stay

Out of Nowhere

Rhythm-A-Ning

Satin Doll

So What

Softly, as in a Morning 

Sunrise

Some Other Blues

Sonneymoon for Two

Speak No Evil

Star Eyes

Stella by Starlight

Stolen Moments

Stompin’ at the Savoy

Strollin’

Sweet and Lovely

Sugar

Summertime

Take the A Train

Take the Coltrane

Tangerine

Tenor Madness

The More I See You

There is No Greater Love

There Will Never Be Another You

Time Remembered

Tones for Joan’s Bones

Turnaround

Very Early

Village Blues

Well You Needn’t

West Coast Blues

Whisper Not

Witchhunt

Without a Song

Yardbird Suite

Yesterdays

You’d Be So Nice to Come     

Home To
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Airegin

Anthropology

Cherokee

Confirmation

Countdown

Daahoud

Dig

Donna Lee

Easy to Love

Eiderdown

ESP

Giant Steps

Hot House

I Remember April

Impressions

Inner Urge

It’s You or No One

Lady Be Good

Lazybird

Locomotion

Long Ago and Far Away

Lover

Lover, Come Back to Me

Minority

Moment’s Notice

Moose the Mooche

Move

A Night in Tunisia

Nutville

Oleo

Ornithology

Scrapple from the Apple

Secret Love

Seven Steps to Heaven

Solar

Soon

Stablemates

Sweet Georgia Brown

Tune Up

The Song is You

The Way You Look 

Tonight

UMMG

Unit 7

What is This Thing Called 

Love?

Woody ‘N’ You

Yes or No

You and the Night and the Music

Latin & Straight 8th Note Standards
Black Orpheus

Blue Bossa

Ceora

Con Alma

Desafinado

Dindi

Eighty One

El Gaucho

Forest Flower

Freedom Jazz Dance

Gentle Rain

Girl from Ipanema

Gregory is Here

How Insensitive

Little Sunflower

Maiden Voyage

Meditation

Nica’s Dream

Once I Loved

Pensativa

Quiet Nights (Corcovado)

Recordame

Spain

St. Thomas

Sea Journey

Song for My Father

Triste

Watch What Happens

Wave

Standard Ballads
Angel Eyes

Ask Me Now

Autumn in New York

Blue ‘N’ Green

Body and Soul

But Beautiful

Chelsea Bridge

Darn That Dream

Easy Living

Embraceable You

Everything Happens to 

Me

Goodbye Porkpie Hat

Here’s That Rainy Day

I Can’t Get Started

I Fall in Love Too Easily

In a Sentimental Mood

I Should Care

I Thought About You

Infant Eyes

Laura

Lover Man

Lush Life

Misty

Mood Indigo

Moonlight in Vermont

My Foolish Heart

My Funny Valentine

My Old Flame

My One and Only Love

Naima

Nancy

Old Folks

Over the Rainbow

Panonica

Peace

Prelude to a Kiss

Round Midnight

Ruby My Dear

Skylark

Some Other Time

Spring is Here

Spring Can Really Hang 

You Up

Stardust

Stars Fell on Alabama

The Nearness of You

What’s New

When I Fall in Love

When Sunny Gets Blue

Willow Weep for Me

Yesterdays

You Are too Beautiful

You Don’t Know What Love Is
You Go to My Head

You Know I Care
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