Jazz Guitar Fundamentals MUJS 1131.501 

Course Syllabus

Professor Fred Hamilton

Office #277

You must be a jazz studies guitar major to take this course. This means you have auditioned and been accepted to the degree program in jazz studies.

Required Textbooks for Class and Lessons:


Chords Galore, Jack Petersen, Mel Bay


Modern Chords (Advanced Harmony for Guitar), Vic Juris, Mel Bay


Jazz Guitar Standards, Warner Bros and Mel Bay


Melodic Studies & Compositions for Guitar, Fred Hamilton, Mel Bay


The books are available locally at the UNT Bookstore and Pender's Music

Required Course Materials:


Guitar and Metronome (bring your instrument to class every day)

Class Goals:


1. Improve technical skills


2. Learn systematic voicing principles


3. Apply voicing principles to repertoire through rhythm guitar (comping) and 
melodic harmonization 


4. Apply scales and arpeggios to improvisation


5. Develop increased knowledge and fluency in jazz style, tradition and history

Everyone in this class must be registered for jazz guitar lessons, MUAC 1526. The required books for this course will be used in private lessons. The teachers will help you with the transcription assignments and check on scale, arpeggio, voicing and reading progress. The transcription assignment for midterm and final must be played in entirety for your teacher on the lesson one week prior to the class performance.

Grades:


Tests and Artist Papers





50%


Midterm Transcription





25%


Final Transcription






25%


Attendance

Attendance Policy: Two absences allowed for this course. Three absences will lower the semester grade one letter. Four absences will lower it two letters. More than that will constitute a failing grade and the student is responsible to drop the class prior to the semester deadline.

Office of Disability Accommodation

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress (Undergraduates)

A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.

 

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. Please visit http://financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-progress-requirements for more information about financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be wise for you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing so.

 

