
ASTU 4460
ADVANCED NEW MEDIA 

Curry 316 
T/TH 2:00-4:50 

Office: Curry 312 
Office Hours: W 9-11:00  

Contact:Liss.lafleur@unt.edu  

http://unt.edu


“…the real voyage of discovery consists 
not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.” 

Marcel Proust  

“I'm really interested in the repetition, the discipline, and what 
happens to me psychologically when I put my body to that 

extreme place.” 

Janine Antoni



description

The Advanced New Media Art studio art course, 
taken in the New Media Art student’s last two 
semesters, is driven by independent video, 
digital, and/or performance based projects. The 
course aims to give students a critical 
awareness and conceptual understanding of 
their practice and research; provide the 
necessary support to execute a successful BFA 
show; and to develop a sustainable art practice 
after graduation. In order to explore the 
application of these ideas, the class will be 
focused on faculty mentoring, community 
engagement, guest artists, and different 
modes of distribution.



MISSION
The mission of the New Media Art program at the University of North Texas is to cultivate new 
methods of performance and media art practices in contemporary art. Through creative and 
critical inquiry, we emphasize artistic excellence, interdisciplinary learning, socially engaged 
practices, and welcome collaboration.  

We see our mission as the study and practice of visual culture, past and present, in order to 
understand how the convergence of performance, storytelling, and media can illuminate and 
expand, or conceal and limit the worlds they represent. Finally, we recognize that example is 
the best teacher and strive through our own creative research to embody the values we wish 
to impart. Pursuing research and creative opportunities, both locally and internationally, we 
draw upon and engage with the current critical discourse around Media and Performance Art 

This mission is fulfilled:  

✴ Through innovative active learning curricula that contributes toward and engages with 
current practices and theoretical structures 

✴ By continually investigating emerging media and technologies, as well as traditional 
approaches, as a way to open new channels of research and practice 

✴ Through a belief that diversity—in background, status, culture, and viewpoint—is essential 
to a vital and creative community 

✴ By expecting academic excellence as a fundamental part of a professional education in the 
visual arts 

✴ Through a commitment toward rich engagement within our communities through 
community based learning experiences and service related activities 

✴ By fostering an intellectual community within which experimentation is key



MATERIALS 

✴ Texts as assigned (Readings will be assigned either by a web link, or as a PDF via email and blackboard)
✴ A sketchbook/ journal
✴ Whatever supplies your projects dictate (we can provide some but not all, ex: if you need to work with a 

Kinect we can give you one to use— but always ask and never assume) 
✴ UNT Email (This is how we will communicate outside of class)
✴ Shop cards- you must go through proper training & protocol to acquire shop cards for both the Sculpture 

Studio (required) and the Fab Lab (optional). (Yes these are two different cards)
✴ External Hard Drive (at least 500 GB, 7200rpm) Seagate, LaCie, Western Digital, etc. Expect to pay around 

$120.00 for these, and I recommend the LaCie Rugged USB drive. (it is your responsibility to save your 
work. DO NOT SAVE ON COMPUTERS IN CLASSROOM) 
 
Recommended (some available for check out through NM and the Factory):

✴ DSLR camera capable of both HD photography and video
✴ Tripod!!! 
✴ Audio recorder and microphones

OBJECTIVES
✴ Develop and articulate a conceptual direction for your body of work 
✴ Position your work in a contemporary art context
✴ Develop a relationship to the broader art community 
✴ Develop critique skills
✴ Develop public and extemporaneous speaking skills
✴ Participate in critical readings and discussions 
✴ Participate in exploratory and performative workshops
✴ Cultivate an ongoing dialogue about your work through advising with Instructor    
✴ Develop iterative interplay of conceptual, formal and material development in work 
✴ Develop the capacity to empathize with unfamiliar modes of creative production    
✴

OUTCOMES
✴ Complete 3 studio projects
✴ Lead 1 experimental workshop
✴ Present progress on works at least twice
✴ Engage with visiting artists on campus and on field trips
✴ Develop self assessment strategies through critique, reflection and writing  

MENTORING
You will have two one-on-one appointments with your Instructor and one small group meeting. These meetings 
are twenty minutes long and are designed to help foster the development of  your work and your direction of 



study. Meetings will take place in twenty minute slots on open studio days. You are required to sign up for two 
individual meetings over the course of the semester. 

ASSIGNMENTS
I. Critique 1: REMAKE 

Choose one project that you wish you would’ve completed differently, or that you loved or hated. Spend a 
significant amount of time revisiting, reimagining, and remaking it. Deliverables will vary based on each 
project, but should show a substantial amount of growth/ difference. For stills, you should have 8- 15 prints, 
for video or a projection project (or other lens-based media) 2-5:00 of edited content, for 3D work/ or 
sculptural forms, one large or 3 smaller works, and a 100- 300 word project statement.  
 
*** For each project you must write a 100-300 word project statement. The work should be well thought out 
and crafted. The project statement should concisely describe the subject matter and working methods (how 
and why did you start the project, why are you using the tools and medium selected for the project). This is 
not an artist statement. It will be used to help me understand what you are thinking and doing for each 
critique.

II. Critique 2: OPEN INDEPENDENT PROJECT 
Deliverables will vary based on each project, but should show a substantial amount of project development 
and completion. For stills, you should have 8- 15 prints, for video or a projection project (or other lens--
based media) 2-5:00 of edited content, for 3D work/ or sculptural forms, one large or 3 smaller works, and 
a 100- 300 word project statement.  

III. Critique 3: OPEN INDEPENDENT PROJECT 
Deliverables will vary based on each project, but should show a substantial amount of project development 
and completion. For stills, you should have 8- 15 prints, for video or a projection project (or other lens--
based media) 2-5:00 of edited content, for 3D work/ or sculptural forms, one large or 3 smaller works, and 
a 100- 300 word project statement. 

IV. Exhibition: As the Advanced New Media course, your cohort is wholly responsible for the New Media 
exhibition this semester. This exhibition is: November 16-19, 2016 in Cora Stafford Gallery. You should 
think of this as a group exhibition that showcases your best work, and the best work of others in this 
course. You may choose to include work from the Topics course as well, although this is up to your 
discretion.  
 
As a cohort you must: decide on a theme, a title, write an exhibition description, produce a floor plan/ 
layout, produce a detailed list of all supplies needed (EX: speakers, monitors, projectors, pedestals), 
produce a Facebook event and advertise for the exhibition, and plan the install/ reception/ and uninstall. I 
am here to support you as your mentor, but just as if this was not at a UNT gallery — this needs to be 
produced in a professional and democratic manner with your cohort taking the wheel. You might choose to 
delegate tasks, blindly vote on things - like titles/ themes, and/or brainstorm together. 

V. Tool Kit: Due on the last class day  
As a professional artist you will need relevant tools to promote and share your work. Each student will 
create a tool kit including the following:

1. Resume/CV 
2. Biography (500 words or less) 



3. Public Website with images and contextual information (titles, project statements, prints sizes, 
duration, etc. This can very based on different projects so please ask if you have questions). 
4. Artist statement (500 words or less) 

We will look at examples, review each other’s documents, and talk about where and when to use 
the tool kit. It is recommended that you send at least one ‘application’ for a show/job/internship this 
semester. 

EXPECTATIONS
Class Preparation: Bring your laptop, journal, drawing/sketching media, camera, and the completed 
assignments and materials requested the week before to every class. Please also come fed, rested and 
ready to go! Your participation is important to the success of the overall class.

Class Assignments: You must complete all assignments.  Weekly writing, studio, research,  and reading 
assignments will ALL be accounted for. Preparation for in class work is considered in your assignments. 

Class Participation:  Be an active part of the class, ready to participate and provide  constructive and 
respectful feedback to your peers. Class participation in discussions, critiques and field trips is a large part of 
your grade. If you are challenged by speaking in class, meet with the Instructor to find an alternate way to 
participate and share your  voice.

Class Communication: We will be communicating through our class Blackboard site, as well as your UNT.edu 
email address. You are expected to check both of these platforms on a regular basis for class communication.

Technology: Students are expected to have the technical skills necessary to produce work in the new media 
forms that they choose for their project, or at least be fluent enough to solve problems independently. 
Additional technical training will not be included in the content of the course nor will we work as a group to 
develop such skills during class time. Students are responsible for developing necessary remedial technical 
skills independently, although one-on-one help will be provided as time allows.

You are encouraged to use lynda.com for hands on tutorials, and/or identify and purchase, if necessary, 
additional software training materials based on your specific needs. 

GRADES
Critique 1: 20 points 
Critique 2: 20 points 
Critique 3: 20 points 
Tool Kit: 15 points 
Exhibition: 15 points 
Attendance & Participation: 10 points
 
Your grade for individual projects will be evaluated on creativity AND craftsmanship. Creativity is your individual 
and unique approach to the assignment. Craftsmanship is your level of mastery of the technical aspects, 
including presentation. While active participation in class can raise your grade, the converse is true. 

http://lynda.com


Technical: Did the project achieve or exceed the technical requirements stated in the project proposal?
Conceptual: Does the work represent critical, creative and original thinking? Did it address and demonstrate 
understanding of the concepts being discussed in New Media?
Aesthetic: Does the work appeal to sensory or sensori-emotional values? Is the completed work polished and 
professional?

Projects turned in without a project statement will receive the grade of 0 (F). 

If you have questions about these requirements please ask before the day of your critique. 
 
A = 90 -100            B= 80 - 89           C = 70 - 79           D = 60 - 69           F = 0 - 59  
 
A = Superior – The grade A indicates that work is superlative and surpasses expectations for the assignment, 
that critique participation is exceptional, often leading discussions with full interest in other students’ ideas and 
work.
B = Above Average – The grade B indicates that work is extraordinary and goes beyond the minimal 
requirements of an assignment, that critique participation is exemplary and fully respectful of other students’ 
ideas. 
C = Average – The grade C indicates that work is completed as assigned, that participation in the critique is 
regular and fully respectful of other students’ ideas. 
D = Below Average – The grade D indicates that work is completed, but is not completed as assigned, that 
participation in critique is sporadic or minimal.
F = Fail – The grade F indicates that work is not completed as assigned and that there is minimal or no 
participation in the assignment critique.

ATTENDANCE
More than three absences (for whatever reason) will result in a NO CREDIT for this course.  This includes 
illness, so plan to use your absences ONLY for emergencies.  Do not plan conflicts during this class time for 
any reason. If you need to miss class for an extended period of time for an emergency or an illness please 
contact your instructor immediately for options.  
 
*If you must miss a class you are required to contact the Instructor the same day regarding your absence. It is 
your responsibility to find out what you have missed first from Blackboard or a peer. Please contact someone in 
the class first, and then email me with follow up questions. Come prepared for the next class.  
 
Tardies 3 tardies is considered an absence. I will take attendance and mark tardies promptly at the beginning 
of class.

ACCOMMODATIONS 
 
UNT 15.2.5 - Student Attendance and Authorized Absences Policy Statement. The University of North Texas 
recognizes that student success is promoted by regular attendance and participation in class. It is the 
responsibility of the faculty member to notify students in writing of any special attendance requirements for the 
class. This policy applies to all modes of course delivery.

16.001 Disability Accommodation for Students and Academic Units Policy Statement. The University of North 
Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable 
accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If 



a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to 
faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as 
early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new 
letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class.  
 
Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or 
by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their 
designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.   
 
For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You 
may also contact them by phone at  940.565.4323.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
18.1.16 Student Standards of Academic Integrity Policy Statement. Academic integrity emanates from a culture 
that embraces the core values of trust and honesty necessary for full learning to occur. As a student-centered 
public research university, the University of North Texas promotes the integrity of the learning process by 
establishing and enforcing academic standards. Academic dishonesty breaches the mutual trust necessary in 
an academic environment and undermines all scholarship. The Student Standards of Academic Integrity are 
based on educational principles and procedures that protect the rights of all participants in the educational 
process and validate the legitimacy of degrees awarded by the University. In the investigation and resolution of 
all allegations of student academic dishonesty, the University’s actions are intended be corrective, 
educationally sound, fundamentally fair, and based on reliable evidence. Publication of academic standards is 
an essential feature of the University’s efforts to advance academic ideals and to protect the rights of the 
University community.  
 
The University of North Texas prohibits academic dishonesty, which includes both plagiarism and cheating, and 
may consist of: the submission of the work of another as one’s own; unauthorized assistance on a test or 
assignment; submission of the same work for more than one class without the knowledge and consent of all 
instructors; or the failure to properly cite texts or ideas from other sources. Plagiarism is a form of intellectual 
theft. One can plagiarize even if one does not intend to. The penalty for plagiarizing may range from failure on 
the specific plagiarized assignment to failure in the class. 
RESOURCES

RESOURCES
UNT  WRITING LAB!  
Sage Hall, Room 152  
Trained tutors help undergraduate students with structure, grammar, punctuation, citation styles and more. 
They can teach you strategies and techniques to improve your writing for the long term. Call 940.565.2563 to 
schedule your appointment, or check out https://writinglab.unt.edu/ for more information. 

LYNDA.com  
You have full access to Lynda tutorials after our 12th class day— SHE IS YOUR BEST FRIEND! 
 
Sculpture Studio & FAB Lab 
You have access to both the sculpture studio (including hand and power tools), and the FAB Lab (including 3D 

http://www.unt.edu/oda
https://writinglab.unt.edu/


printers, laser cutters, and CNC machines). You must successfully schedule a safety training for both spaces 
and pay proper shop fees to obtain access. 

THE FACTORY/ Willis Library  
The Factory is a space that promotes the cooperative and creative use of technology. It offers UNT students, 
faculty and staff access to equipment and software that promotes innovative learning. You can also follow us 
on Twitter @TheFactoryUNT and our Facebook Page! If you have a specific question or inquiry about The 
Factory, please send us an email at thefactory@unt.edu.  Cameras, tripods, and equipment are free for 
students to check out!!! 

CAREER CENTER
Within the Career Center, Student Employment (SE) assists students in their job search by providing 
employment opportunities both on and off campus year round. Students who have been accepted to UNT and 
are currently enrolled or who have been enrolled within the previous year are eligible to access services.
Students may learn about on- and off-campus job opportunities through the Eagle Network by 
visiting careercenter.unt.edu. Job fairs are conducted in early fall and spring for students seeking off-campus 
employment. Once a student is hired for an on-campus position, the student is eligible to sign up for customer 
service training in the C.A.S.A. (Creating a Service Attitude) program.
Students may receive more information or learn how to register with the Eagle Network Monday through 
Friday, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. in the Career Center office, Chestnut Hall, Room 103, or by calling 
940-565-2105.

Career Services (CS) provides the following services to students in all degree programs and at every degree 
level: undergraduate, master’s and doctoral.
In-class presentations and guest lectures are offered on career-related topics, including “Resume Writing,” 
“Job Search Strategies,” “Interviewing Skills” and “What Can I Do With a Major In …?”

Distinguished Lecture Series
The UNT Distinguished Lecture Series was organized and chartered as a universitywide program in 2004 with 
the assistance of the UNT Student Government and the Division of Student Development. The series is 
administered by a committee composed of students, faculty and staff, with a student member serving as 
chairperson. The objective of the series is to provide the university and greater communities with a variety of 
distinguished, world-class lecturers and speakers who will bring significant interest, visibility and added 
prestige to the University of North Texas. The series is dedicated to complement the educational process and 
to add significantly to the quality of life for the university community and communities of the Dallas–Fort Worth 
region. Recent programs have featured financial planner Suze Orman, author Eric Schlosser, activist Cornel 
West, former Mexican President Vicente Fox, TV scientist Bill Nye, and environmentalist Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

Fine Arts Series
The UNT Fine Arts Series began as the Lyceum Series in 1924 during the Normal College era. The series has 
continued to provide a wide variety of the visual, performing and literary arts for the university and the greater 
Dallas–Fort Worth community. Coordinated by a committee composed of students, faculty and staff, the Fine 
Arts Series provides students with leadership opportunities, arts management skills, participation in the 
selection of artists and their works, and evaluation skills to discern among various artists.
UNT students may receive free tickets to non-food performances by presenting a current UNT ID to the ticket 
seller. Faculty and staff are admitted at a discounted price. For information, call 940-565-3805 or 
visitwww.unt.edu/fas.

mailto:thefactory@unt.edu
http://careercenter.unt.edu./%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.unt.edu/fas%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


SCHEDULE 
Tuesday 
August 30

Intro. to course
Critique groups
Brainstorm for senior show ideas/ begin making a plan
——— 
Begin reading: Creative Capitol Tool Kit! — keep as resource
Read: http://www.artnews.com/2014/04/07/art-of-social-practice-is-
changing-the-world-one-row-house-at-a-time/ 
Read: http://www.mnn.com/health/fitness-well-being/stories/what-is-
synesthesia-and-whats-it-like-to-have-it 
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKOqq21S4Nw 

Thursday  
September 1

What is Synesthesia?
What is Social Practice? 
- Observation Chart! 
- Tool kit/ exhibition brainstorm/ workshop prep

Tuesday 
September 6 

See
- Lecture: Optics, out of bounds (location based), and eyeballs (Antoni, 
Mendieta, 
- Make: eye masks 

Thursday
September 8

TOPICS: SEE (Exercise) 
* Blind field tour
———
Read: http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/07/education/edlife/social-practice-
degrees-take-art-to-a-communal-level.html?_r=1 

Tuesday
September 13

PITCH: Exhibition ideas to class
CHECK IN: Bring journals, tool-kits, and questions to class
EXHIBITION PREP: Setting up google docs and drives
———
Explore: http://www.mudismud.com/ 

Thursday
September 15

See  
(Workshop- Blake) + OPEN STUDIO second half 

Friday 
September 16

MANDATORY WITHOUT PERMISSION OTHERWISE 
New Media FIELD-TRIP to WAREHOUSE (DALLAS)
Meet there @ 11:00 

Saturday September 17, 2016 MUD IS MUD @ MAC  
(+3 points for any critique as extra credit if you attend)

Tuesday
September 20

Hear (Discuss)
Lecture: sound, space, & listening devices 
———
Watch: https://www.ted.com/talks/neil_harbisson_i_listen_to_color?
language=en 
Read: http://www.dezeen.com/2016/04/27/pablo-bronstein-historical-
dances-antique-setting-tate-britain-duveen-galleries-commission-
performance-installation/ 

http://www.artnews.com/2014/04/07/art-of-social-practice-is-changing-the-world-one-row-house-at-a-time/
http://www.mnn.com/health/fitness-well-being/stories/what-is-synesthesia-and-whats-it-like-to-have-it
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKOqq21S4Nw
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/07/education/edlife/social-practice-degrees-take-art-to-a-communal-level.html?_r=1
http://www.mudismud.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks/neil_harbisson_i_listen_to_color?language=en
http://www.dezeen.com/2016/04/27/pablo-bronstein-historical-dances-antique-setting-tate-britain-duveen-galleries-commission-performance-installation/


Thursday 
September 22

PROFESSOR IN NYC - Independent Work Day
Exhibition: title, description, and info (opening/ roles/ floorplan)  
DUE via Google Drive 

Tuesday 
September 27

CRIT #1 Group A 

Thursday
September 29 

CRIT #1 Group B

Tuesday
October 4

Hear  
(Exercise) 
* Gesticulation 

Thursday
October 6

Hear  
(1 Workshops)
Exhibition PREP/ Open Studio second half of class

Tuesday
October 11

Smell (Discuss)

Thursday
October 13

Smell (Exercise)
* Graphic garden scores

Monday 
October 17

ROOM FULL OF TEETH (free) @ Voertman Hall 
https://www.evensi.us/guest-artist-recital-roomful-of-teeth-unt-college-of-
music/183891897  
(+1 point on any project grade if you attend entirety of performance)

Tuesday
October 18

Smell  
( 1 on 1 & Open Studio)

Thursday
October 20

Smell
(1 Workshops)  
Exhibition PREP/ Open Studio second half of class

Tuesday
October 25

Taste (Discuss)
(Exercise) 
* Color wheel picnic 

Thursday 
October 27

Taste 
( 1 on 1 & Open Studio)

Tuesday 
November 1

CRIT #2 Group A

Thursday
November 3

CRIT #2 Group B

Tuesday
November 8

Taste
(1 Workshops)
Exhibition PREP/ open studio second half of class

Thursday
November 10

Touch (Discuss)
Lecture: texture, furries, sign language, and body art // David Balula 

https://www.evensi.us/guest-artist-recital-roomful-of-teeth-unt-college-of-music/183891897


Monday November 14 INSTALL EXHIBITION in Cora Stafford 

Tuesday
November 15

Install continues if needed- independently  
———
Cora Gallery visit and OPEN STUDIO 

Wednesday November 16 Exhibition OPENS

Thursday
November 17

Touch (Exercise)
* Sculptural mimes — wear all white! 

Saturday November 19 Exhibition closes/ UNINSTALL WORK

Tuesday
November 22

INDEPENDENT WORK DAY

Thursday
November 24

NO CLASS - HAPPY HOLIDAY! 

Tuesday
November 29

Touch 
(1 Workshops)
Tool Kits/ Open studio 

Thursday 
December 1

OPEN STUDIO - final chance to get feed-back from me and your peers 

Tuesday 
December 6

CRIT #3

Thursday
December 8

CRIT #3
TOOL KITS DUE!!! 
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