ADVANCED SPANISH COMPOSITION AND ORAL PRACTICE SPRING 2013
Spanish  3060.004     


MWF  9:00-9:50

             Lang. Building  212     

Instructor: Eric Fuentes


Office: Lang 220
Office Hours: M  8 a.m.-9 &  by appointment


E-Mail: eric.fuentes@unt.edu
ODA STATEMENT
The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.
Students must follow the Procedure for Requesting Special Accommodation, as indicated in the UNT Policy Manual, which can be found at the following URL: http://policy.unt.edu/policy/18-1-14 . According to these guidelines, "Within the first week of class, qualified students must notify the instructor or academic unit liaison for disability accommodation that options to standard methods of educational access will be needed."

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS AND OBJECTIVES
This is a composition and conversation course in which you will work on mastering practical/real-world written and spoken Spanish.  The focus will be on using language strategically, to accomplish objectives and resolve conflicts.  You will develop the ability to handle common situations/conversations in Spanish and to negotiate meaning without resorting to English.  At the same time, you will be learning about life in the Hispanic world and how to function in modern and culturally accurate circumstances.  You will also expand your vocabulary and improve your grammatical accuracy.  Please note that this is not a lecture class but rather more like a music or theater class in which students are expected to perform.  It is very important that you come well prepared to participate in class.  Class will be conducted in Spanish and you are expected to use Spanish at all times unless otherwise indicated by your instructor.
REQUIRED MATERIALS
●  Conversaciones creadoras, third edition, Brown, Martín Gaite, Houghton Mifflin 

    Company, 2006

●  Audio CDs that accompany Conversaciones creadoras
●  A good Spanish/English dictionary is recommended.
GRADE SPREAD
A
90%-100%

D
60%-69%

B
80%-89%

F
59%-less  


C
70%-79%

GRADE DISTRIBUTION
Weekly Presentations / Skits / Reports

20%

Attendance / In Class Activities / Participation
10%

In Class Writings




15%

Final Exam





15%

Group Project




            10%

Vocabulary Quizzes




10%

Homework





10%
Oral Interview





10%
Weekly Presentations / Skits / Reports

For each chapter you will have two presentations that you will perform for the class that will be done in pairs or small groups.  One presentation will be a sharing of “real world” research that you will do on the Internet (planning a vacation, exploring international restaurants, shopping centers, etc.).  The other will be a scenario that you will create based on your conclusions for ending the “conversación creadora”.  Evaluation will be based on five different categories: comprehensibility, fluency, accuracy, amount and cultural appropriateness of communicated content, and effort to communicate.  
Attendance / In Class Activities / Participation
Students are expected to attend all classes and attendance will be taken every class.  You are allowed three free absences this semester which you are encouraged to save for unavoidable circumstances.  After the third absence, 2 points will be deducted from your final grade for each absence.  Arriving late or leaving early will have a negative affect on your participation grade.

Absences due to religious holidays, illnesses, deaths in family, etc. must be documented within three days of the absence.  If you know in advance that you must miss a class in which you are expected to perform, you need to let your group members know.  Students must come to class well prepared and ready to actively participate.  This means that you must read the required materials and complete the homework assigned before coming to class.  You will often work in pairs/groups to discuss what you have read/investigated and to share your findings with the class.  You will also be working with others to create skits that you will perform for the class.  Activities, both oral and written, will vary from class to class and every one of them will count for a grade.  Keep in mind that arriving to the finished product (skit, oral report, etc.) is just as important as the final product itself.  In other words, you will be using only Spanish with your classmates while creating what will be shared or performed.  This is the best way for you to become more fluent as you will constantly be pushing yourself to communicate more effectively.  Please note that classroom disruptions or disrespect in any way shown towards your instructor or other students will not be tolerated.  You will receive a “0” for each day you cause disruptions; this includes getting off task during class (talking in English, texting, etc.)  If you finish an assignment early take advantage of that time to practice your Spanish with your group members!
In Class Writings
You will be writing frequently throughout the semester.  There will be classes in which you will do writing assignments that will be turned in by the end of class.  In addition, one movie will be shown this semester and an in class writing related to that movie will be assigned and completed in class.

Final Exam
The final exam will be comprehensive and will require you to demonstrate the abilities you will have developed throughout the semester.  It may include vocabulary, listening/reading comprehension, and writing.  Please note that the University specifically prohibits any deviation from the announced Final Exam Schedule.  No make ups for final exams.

Group Project
In groups of two’s or three’s, you and your partner(s) will choose one of the “escenas” from any chapter to create a ten minute scenario and perform it for the class.  You are encouraged to start reading through the possibilities as soon as possible.  You need to incorporate not only the general vocabulary from the chapter your “escena” comes from, but also the “vocabulario útil” at the end of the chapter.  You are encouraged to use props, costumes, music, etc. but you cannot read your skit.  Keep in mind that you will be creating and practicing your skit outside of class.   
Vocabulary Quizzes
Vocabulary quizzes will be given after covering the vocabulary sections of each chapter.  You must be present in class at the time they are administered in order to take them.  No make-ups will be given for unauthorized absences or late arrivals.

Homework
Homework will be assignments that you are to do outside of class.  Such assignments may include but are not limited to readings/listening activities and comprehension questions, vocabulary/grammar exercises, Internet research as well as preparing/rehearsing skits/reports to present to the class.  Assignments to be turned in will be typed in Times New Roman 12 pt. font.  No make-ups for unauthorized absences.  PLEASE DO NOT TURN IN HOMEWORK BY E-MAIL.
Oral Interview

Each student will have a one-on-one interview with the instructor.  The interview will consist of various questions of themes from the book.  The interview will be conducted in the instructor’s office and will be 3-5 minutes long.
Outside Help / Academic Integrity
All work for this class must be your own.  This means no help at all from humans or technology (i.e. translation programs).  Cheating, plagiarism, and other examples of academic misconduct will be pursued and sanctions will be levied.  Your work should reflect the level of proficiency that you are in.  Any attempt to submit work not done by you will result in a zero.  For any specific questions about your work, you should contact your instructor during his office hours or by e-mail.  (See Student Handbook for more information.)

Student Behavior in the Classroom

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr
A Note on Incompletes:

A grade of “I,” Incomplete, is a non-punitive grade given only during the last one-fourth of a semester and only if a student (1) is passing the course; (2) has justifiable reason why the work cannot be completed on schedule; and (3) arranges with the instructor to finish the course at a later date by completing specific requirements that the instructor must list on the grade sheet. All work in the course must be completed within the specified time (not to exceed one year after taking the course). This process must be initiated by the student. The official request form must be signed by the student, the instructor, and the dept./division chair. If all conditions are not met and all parties do not approve, no grade of Incomplete will be given. Please consult the appropriate UNT Catalog and an academic advisor for additional information.

***Course outline / syllabus subject to change at the instructor’s discretion***

Spanish 3060.001     Fall  2011
	WEEK/DATE
	TEXTBOOK / IN CLASS ACTIVITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS

	HOMEWORK – READINGS / ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE ON THE DAYS THEY ARE LISTED


	Week 1

Jan. 14/16/18 


	M: Introduction to the course 
W: Preliminary AcTivity A, page 7

F: Internet Conexión


	M: Read pages 1-9
W:Read pages 10-15

F: Vocabulary activities pages 18-20, A-D (turn in)

	Week 2
Jan. 21/23/25


	M: ¡No hay clase!
W: Presentations of Internet Research
F: Capítulo 1 “El turismo y los hotels” NotasCulturales / Comprensión y comparación, pages 15-16
	M/W: Prepare for presentations of Internet Research
F: Read pages 21-22, Comprensión A and B pages 23-24 (turn in)

	Week 3 Jan./Feb. 28/30/1

	M: Conversación creadora/ Conclusión (in class) / Presentations of Conclusion
W: Vocab Quiz 1

F: Capítulo 2 “Los aeropuertos y el transporte”  Notas Culturales / Comprensión y comparación. Pages 42-43 (in class) turn in by groups

	M:Study VocabularyPage 17
W: Read pages 38-42

F: Vocabulary activities 45-49, A-C (turn in)


	Week 4 Feb. 4/6/8
	M: Conexión Internet / Research
W: Presentations of Internet Research

F; Conversación creadora /Conclusión (in class) / Presentations of Conclusion

	 M: Prepare for Presentations
W:Read pages 50-52 / Comprensión A and B pages 52-53 (turn in)
F: Study Vocabulary pages 44-45


	Week 5 Feb. 11/13/15

	M: Vocabulary Quiz 2

W: Capítulo 3 “Los restaurantes y la vida social”  Notas Culturales / Comprensión y comparación, pages 70-71 (in class / turn in by groups)

F: ¡No hay clase!

	M: Read pages 66-70
W: Vocabulary activities pages 73-75 A-D (turn in)
F: TBA


	Week 6 Feb. 18/20/22
	M: Conexión Internet

W: Presentations of Internet Research
F: Conversación creadora / Conclusión (in class)/ Presentations of Conclusión.

	M: Prepare for Presentation of Internet Research
W: Read pages 76-78 Comprensión A and B pages 78-79

F: Study Vocabulary page 72


	Week 7 Feb./Mar. 25/27/1

	M: Vocabulary Quiz 3

W: Movie/Writing
F: Movie/Writing
	M: Assignment given in class

W: Assignment given in class
F: Assignment given in class



	Week 8 Mar. 4/6/8

	M: Movie/Writing

W: Entrevistas Orales
F: Entrevistas Orales

	M: Assignment given in class
W: Assignment given in class
F: Read pages 93-97


	Week 9 Mar. 11/13/15

Week 10 Mar. 18/20/22

	SPRING BREAK

M: Capítulo 4 “El comercio y la seguridad ciudadana”  Notas Culturales / Comprensión y comparación, page 97 (in class / turn in by groups)

W: Conexión Internet / Research

F: Presentations of Internet Research


	M: Vocabulary activities pages 99-101, A-D (turn in)
W: Prepare for Presentations of Internet Research
F: Read pages 102-103 / Comprensión A and B pages 104-105 (turn in)



	Week 11

Mar. 25/27/29
	M: Conversaci0≤n creadora / Conclusión (in class) / Presentations of Conclusion.

W: Vocabulary Quiz 4

Más actividades creadoras

F: Capítulo 5 “La familia y el entretenimiento en casa”  Notas Culturales / Comprensión y comparación, pages 123-124 (in class / turn in by groups)


	M: Study vocabulary pages 98-99

W: Read pages 119-123

F: Vocabulary activities pages 126-128, A-D (turn in)



	Week 12

Apr. 1/3/5
	M: Conexión Internet / Research

W: Presentations of Internet Research

F: Conversación creadora / Conclusión (in class) / Presentations of Conclusion

	M: Prepare for Presentations of Internet Research

W: Read pages 129-131 / Comprensión A and B pages 131-132 (turn in)

F: Study vocabulary page 125

	WeeK 13

Apr. 8/10/12
	M: Vocabulary Quiz 5 
W: Capítulo 6 “Los deportes….” Pp 148-149,  Comprensión y Comparación. (Turn in by groups.) 
F: Internet Conexión
	M: Read pages 144-148
W: Vocabulary activities pages 150-152, A-D (turn in)

F: Prepare presentations


	Week 14

Apr. 15/17/19
	M; Presentations of Internet Research

W: Work on Group Project
F: Work on Group Presentations

	M: None
W:  None
F: None



	Week 15
Apr. 22/24/26

	M: Group Presentation (Groupos 3,4, y 9)

W: Group Presentations (Grupos 2, 5, y 7) 
F: Group Presentations (Grupos 1, 6, y 8)

	

	Week 16

Apr./May 29/1/3
Week 17
May: 6-10
Final Exams

	M: Review for the Final
W: TBA
F: Study for the Final
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