
Nova Ensemble Fall 2020; MUEN 4585/5585 

Time: WF 9-10:50 am 
Location: MEIT (when renovation is complete) and others (Annex 113; MU 262); outdoors 
Instructor: Dr. Elizabeth McNutt 
Office: MU 2012 
E-mail: elizabeth.mcnutt@unt.edu  
Phone #: 940-565-3706 
Assistant:  Garrison Gerard garrisongerard@my.unt.edu cell phone (470) 216-3621 
 
Overview 

Nova is the contemporary music ensemble at the College of Music. Auditions are required for enrollment. 
Repertoire might include smaller chamber works as well as larger works, based on the instruments/voices 
available and the abilities of the players. The ensemble director will assign the groups of performers and 
the repertoire, though students are invited (and encouraged) to suggest works in which they are interested.  

Expectations-Pandemic Edition 

The only thing we can truly plan for is being flexible and adaptable. Class activities may be modified, to 
keep us all as safe as possible. 

I am staying informed of the latest research regarding Covid-19 and aerosol transmission. Current safety 
requirements/recommendations are: 

Rehearsals no longer than 30 minutes, with 30 minutes of room emptying for air cleaning.  
Everyone should wear masks when not playing. 
Musicians other than wind players and singers must stay masked, even when playing.  
Musicians with masks shall be at 6 feet distance. 
Non-masked musicians distanced 12 feet. 
UNT recommends PPE (bell covers) for winds as applicable (but they do not provide them for MUEN) 

Goals: To learn about and experience performing contemporary chamber and ensemble music. Our course 
activities will include: online meetings (including discussion with new music luminaries), meeting 
outdoors, score study, online listening, and online collaborations. I also expect us to meet in person, as 
safely as possible. In our virtual and in-person meetings outdoors, we will explore text pieces, graphic 
scores, and spatialized music. Depending on the interests of the ensemble members, duos/trios might also 
meet. 

All students are required to use their my.unt.edu email address for UNT communications. 

Equipment: When we are meeting outside, please bring a folding music stand, and clothespins (if you have 
them). For keyboardists, coordinate with Garrison regarding an electric keyboard or alternative. Technical 
recommendations/requirements for online meetings: decent external microphone and fairly recent laptop 
(can also use smart phone), and headphones or ear buds. I highly recommend getting an ethernet cable and 
using a wired connection to your modem. Please let me know if these will be problematic for you. (I’ve 
been using this ZINGYOU Condenser Microphone Bundle, ZY-007 Professional Cardioid Studio 
Condenser Mic Include Adjustable Suspension Scissor Arm Stand, Shock Mount and Pop Filter, Studio 
Recording & Broadcasting for $36 that I initially bought for a lark; it is surprisingly good, even better with 
Behringer U-Phoria UM2 USB Audio Interface, currently $49). 
Mic: 
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/product/B07HG8CG7W/ref=ox_sc_act_title_1?smid=AVM8BIH53RWJ1&p
sc=1  
Interface: https://www.americanmusical.com/behringer-u-phoria-um2-usb-audio-interface/p/BEH-UM2-
LIST?src=Y0802G00SRCHCAPN&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyuPWobyv6wIVGmKGCh2diQjqEAAYAiAA
EgJob_D_BwE 
 

Grading Policy 

Grades will be determined according to: 
 - effort 
 - attitude 
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 - attendance 
 - preparation 
 - performance 

It is your responsibility to notify your colleagues and instructor well in advance if you cannot attend a 
rehearsal or coaching. If you feel any symptoms of illness, stay home, but please let me know.  

Events:  
Outdoor performance, new work by Mark Vaughn, UNT campus, Oct. 7, noon (let me know if you have a 
conflict) 
Dress rehearsal for main concert: Nov. 15, 12-4 pm, VH  
Concert: November 16, 8:30 pm, VH (7:30 call) 
No in person classes after Thanksgiving Break, per UNT Policy 
 
Official Policies 
-ODA statement: disability.unt.edu 
-ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT  
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official 
communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. eagleconnect.unt.edu/  
-The Student Perception of Teaching (SPOT) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short 
survey will be made available to students at the end of the semester, providing a chance to evaluate this 
course; further instructions will be provided at that time.  You are strongly encouraged to complete this 
online survey. 
-Academic Integrity: https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf 
-Student Behavior:  https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 
-Diversity: https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/04.018_PolicyStateOnDiversity.pub 
8_.18.pdf 

- COVID-19 impact on attendance (this is the official UNT policy) 
While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the health and 
safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Please contact me if you 
are unable to attend class because you are ill, or unable to attend class due to a related issue regarding 
COVID-19. It is important that you communicate with me prior to being absent as to what may be 
preventing you from coming to class so I may make a decision about accommodating your request to be 
excused from class. 
 
If you are experiencing cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever, or any of the other possible 
symptoms of COVID-19 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) 
please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 
or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider. While attendance is an important part of succeeding 
in this class, your own health, and those of others in the community, is more important. 
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Is the student’s behavior an immediate threat to self and/or others? 

Does the student’s behavior threaten to disrupt authorized activities or damage property? 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Has the student allegedly broken a law? 

Is the student exhibiting unhealthy psychological behavior, showing apparent impaired 
behavior, or not acting like him/herself? 

Has the student allegedly violated institutional rule? 

Contact CARE Team 

CARE Chair will evaluate the situation, consult with other team members and 
determine what further steps are required. 

Does the situation involve more than one department? 

Appropriate members of CARE meet. 

CARE develops a coordinated strategy, assigns a situa-
tion contact, who implements the strategy 

Has the situation been successfully resolved? 

CARE representative documents action, decisions, and resolu-
tion in Associate VP office 

Is a coordinated plan of action needed? 

Is there a process within the department or office to resolve the situation? 

University of North Texas CARE Team General Process Flowchart 

Contact UNT Police 
940-565-3000 

Can refer to UNT CARE 

Contact Counseling and Testing  
940-565-2741 or  
CSRR 565-2039 

Can refer to UNT CARE 

Contact CSRR  940-565-2039 

Can refer to UNT CARE 

Contact appropriate internal personnel 

CARE provides department head/ 
faculty with suggested strategy or 

appropriate referral 

Situation is assigned to an 
individual to monitor or resolve 

CARE reconvenes to develop new 
strategy and repeat implementation 

process 
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