Rhetoric and Clothing/Comm 4849/001 
Dr. Erin O’Connor, GAB 316, erin.oconnor@unt.edu 
Office hours: Zoom hours Tuesdays 11-1 PM and by appointment
Course Description, Structure, and Objectives 
This class will examine material goods, specifically clothing, as a dimension of communication. We all rely on objects and materials as persuasive things doing work for us and with us. We will study both the theoretical underpinnings of seeing material goods as rhetorical and the practical methods of studying clothing and style in the field of Communication Studies.

This course takes place 100% online. Your interaction with me and with your fellow students will take place in Canvas and email. There are 5 weeks of content that you will move through. I will open up a new module each week.
Federal regulations state that students may apply only 3 fully-online semester credit hours (SCH) to the hours required for full-time status for F-1 Visa (DOC) holders. Full-time status for F-1 Visa students is 12 hours for undergraduates and 9 hours for graduate students.  

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
1. Observe and infer the importance of material goods in the study of communication.
2. Apply a lens of rhetorical study to everyday objects.
3. Interact with archives and documents in a respectful, insightful manner.
4. Synthesize communication research to better explain the circulation of meaning material goods carry.
5. Facilitate focused, deep discussion with peers regarding produced research.
6. Produce edited, thoughtfully researched collections.

How to Succeed in this Course 
Communication majors must have completed Comm 1010, Comm 2020, Comm 2140, Comm 2060, and Comm 3010 to enroll in this class. Communication minors or students in other majors must have completed Comm 2140 or received permission from the department to enroll.

While I want to make myself as available as possible to each of you, I do have to place some limitations on when I can be contacted. I would prefer that most general questions go through the Q & A forum in the Discussion Board area. If you have a general question about the course or assignments, please post it there. Either I will answer it, or, one of your classmates will. This way we can all benefit from questions asked, and they can be answered in a venue that the whole class can see. You may also want to find someone in class to be a "buddy" with. This will give you at least one other person who you can email with questions.
If you have a private question, please contact me via email and I will respond within 24 hours on weekdays (usually sooner). Please do not expect a response over the weekend.
Normally, I will return feedback on all written assignments within 1 week of the due date. However, if I see that I will be unable to return your feedback that quickly I will post an Announcement to let everyone know when it can be expected. You can expect to see me participate in the discussion board after all student original posts have been posted - usually on the Friday of the first week of the module.

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access). You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.

Supporting Your Success and Creating an Inclusive Learning Environment  
Every student in this class should have the right to learn and engage within an environment of respect and courtesy from others.  We will discuss our classroom’s habits of engagement and I also encourage you to review UNT’s student code of conduct so that we can all start with the same baseline civility understanding (Code of Student Conduct) (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012).  

Required/Recommended Materials 
· Postrel, V. (2013). The Power of Glamour. Bloomsbury.
· Canvas reading posted as needed.
· This course has digital components. To fully participate in this class, students will need internet access to reference content on the Canvas Learning Management System and [faculty member to include other required equipment or software such as a webcam, microphone, Adobe Photoshop, etc.]. If circumstances change, you will be informed of other technical needs to access course content.  Information on how to be successful in a digital learning environment can be found at Learn Anywhere (https://online.unt.edu/learn). 
Course Requirements/Schedule 


	Date
	Topic
	Assignment 
	Points Possible
	% of Final Grade

	Week 1
	Postrel Reading
	Quiz
	100 points
	10%

	
	Postrel Discussion
	Discussion Post
	100 points
	10%

	Week 2
	Theory Readings
	Quiz
	100 points
	10%

	
	Show and Tell
	Discussion Post
	100 points
	10%

	Week 3
	Method Readings
	Quiz
	100 points
	10%

	
	Closet O-R-I
	Discussion Post
	100 points
	10%

	Week 4
	Research Readings
	Quiz
	100 points
	10%

	
	Archives Case Study
	Discussion Post
	100 points
	10%

	Week 5
	Final Project
	Written Assignment
	200 points
	20%



Students will be notified by Eagle Alert if there is a campus closing that will impact a class and the calendar is subject to change, see the Campus Closures Policy (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/15-006). 
Assessing Your Work 
Our class grading scale is:
A = 900-1000 
B = 800-899 
C = 700-799 
D = 600-699 
F = 0-599 

You can access these policies on the Student Support Services & Policies page (https://clear.unt.edu/student-support-services-policies). 

The final grade for each student in this class is based on what you have earned out of a maximum of 1000 points. 

Tentative Class Schedule (subject to change):

Start Here Module (first 2 days of class)
Introduces students to course, the professor, Canvas, course policies, etc.

Module 1: Style Argues
Postrel, V. (2013). The Power of Glamour. Bloomsbury.

Postrel Reading Quiz (100)
Postrel Discussion Post (100)

Module 2: Clothing and Style Persuade
Benjamin, W. "The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction" in Popular Culture
Lascity, E. “Ch. 1: Communicating Fashion” and “Ch. 8: Digital Communication, Social Media, and Mediatization” in Communicating Fashion: Clothing, Culture and Media. Bloomsbury.

Benjamin and Lascity reading quiz (100)
Show and tell vlog post (100)

Module 3: Communication is Material – Form and Content (method)
Brummett, B. (2010). “Ch. 3: Using Form for Close Reading”. Techniques of Close Reading. Sage.
Mida, I., & Kim, A. (2015). Ch. 2-4 (questions esp. 3 and 4). Dress Detective. Bloomsbury.

Brummett and Mida & Kim reading quiz (100)
Closet O-R-I blog post (100)

Module 4: Culture is Material (studies)
Mida, I., & Kim, A. (2015). Case Studies. Dress Detective. Bloomsbury.
Kaiser, S. B. ()2006. “Identity, postmodernity, and the global apparel marketplace.” In M. Damhorst, K. A. Miller-Spillman, & S. O. Michelman The meaning of dress. Fairchild.
Dick Hebdige, Subculture in Popular Culture.

Hebdige, Case Studies, and Kaiser readings quiz (100)
Archives Case Study blog post (100)

Module 5: Communicating with Clothing
Final Projects (200)

Assignment Details:

Postrel Discussion Posts (100)
I will post a few initial questions to get you started; you may respond to my initial prompt, respond to a classmate’s prompt, or start your own thread. Posts and responses should be substantive and thoughtful – simply posting an "I agree" will not be considered substantive and AI written work is not acceptable. Support all statements with examples, experiences, or class materials from the week’s reading. Keep in mind that fellow learners will be reading and responding to you, too. Posts should be within a range of 150-300 words. Make certain that all posts and responses address the question, problem, or situation as presented for discussion (start a new thread if you prefer but stay on topic and build upon the posts and responses of other learners to create dialogue that matches the rest of the discussion). Make sure to revisit the discussion forum and respond (if necessary) to what other learners have posted to your initial responses. Contributions to the discussions (posts and responses) should be full sentences and free of grammatical or structural errors.

Show and Tell (100)
For this assignment you will choose an object and choose one key concept/idea we’ve covered in class. You will “show” your classmates this object (present it digitally) and “tell” us about this and how it intersects with our class materials (cite the reading you are using). This will be done in video presentation (3-5 minutes) which will be graded by the professor. Part of your assignment grade will include making substantive comments on 2 of your classmates’ show and tell presentations.

Closet Observation, Reflection, and Interpretation blog (100)
For this assignment you will practice writing a rich description of an item (or collection) of clothing/style of your choice – this can be from your own personal closet or from another person in your life, but you must have access to the clothing or object(s) of style.
1) Choose a collection of items you have or an outfit/ensemble (this can be yours or something belonging to someone else). What do I mean "collection"? Here are some ideas to see if you already have curated a collection:
· You have a favorite kind of sock you've stocked your drawer with? Get them out and start looking at them as a grouping.
· You keep buying the same gray sweater (or other kinds of clothing) in different versions over and over.
· Your closet has a stack of tote bags you've picked up over time.
· Every morning you blot your lipstick on a cloth and you now have a pile of differently colored lipstick kisses on tissue paper.
· There is a bag of nail polish options you add to every month.
· Your guitar needs a strap, and you keep receiving different ones for Christmas bc your family does not know what else to get you! :) 
· Every time you get a new shirt, you get a stain on it right away. So you have a drawer full of stained shirts. Those stains are a collection of sorts, right?
2) Using our materials from class guiding you through researching a piece, write a 200-300 word description with a photo or quick video scan of your chosen items then post this in our class blog that describes the item(s) and gives context to their importance. Follow the questions/prompts from our chapters from Dress Detective with questions guiding you through Observation and Reflection (chapters 2 and 3 list out questions you can use. You DO NOT need to answer all the questions for all the items! But see what applies and use those to get yourself going). Make sure you include:
· Clear, concise descriptions of the item/collection (What is it that makes this a grouping?)
· Enough context of how it is in relationship to other items in your closet or that people may wear for the reader to place it in social/cultural meaning.

Archives Case Study (using a videos from CVAD) (100)
Using one of this week’s videos from the Texas Fashion Collective archive, write a 300-400 word reflection post on our class discussion. Optional: if you are in DFW, you may opt to go see the pieces in person in our TFC archive on campus. Otherwise, you can work from the provided videos from the digital archive. Under your chosen video thread on our class blog, you will reflect on how this archival item raises key questions or illustrates key issues that correspond with our class materials. Part of your assignment grade will include making substantive comments on one of your classmate’s blog posts to create dialogue.


Final Project (200)
Option 1: DIY or Archival Case Study
1) Choose a set of style-related items in your life and record how you communicate and make meaning through those items. Alternatively, locate an archive you have access to (can use CVAD’s fashion archive which is in person in Denton or online, but you may also curate an archival collection yourself from pieces you may have from family or antique shopping, etc.).
2) Integrate theory and readings from this class as you Observe, Reflect, and Interpret a grouping (more than 3, less than 25) of pieces grounded with images or recordings from your curated, personal collection. For Interpretation, you will follow our Ch. 2 guidelines and case studies from Dress Detective and include the ideas you have with theoretical support found in your own research (overall 6+ references needed for the piece).
3) As clothing is deeply person, personal reflection is part of this process. You may already be doing this throughout your observation, reflection, and interpretation, but if not, for your final part of the paper, include a reflection on how this reading of clothing and materials changes (or not) your way of thinking about everyday clothing. For example, how are you looking at the story you are telling with your own clothing? Or your parents way of dressing? Connect this to your own experiences with clothing or fashion in texts in some way.
Formatting:
For this Case Study, you will submit a final project with an APA title page, images or descriptions of your chosen pieces, and writing about the collection you have created. These will follow the format of an Observation section, a Reflection section, and an Interpretation section. The whole document should be titled, double-spaced, 12-point font, Times New romans. A references page with at least 6 references is required following APA reference formatting.

Option 2: Close Reading for Form
1) Choose a text that includes or focuses on fashion, every day clothing, style, or something in this family of ideas. This could be a film, a book... any text you'd like to focus on. Remember, you are looking for patterns and forms, so choose a rich enough text that offers multiple ways to understand patterns and content.
2) Using the Techniques of Close Reading chapter from Brummett, do a close reading of the form or patterns you see in your text. There are options you can follow including Narrative, Genre, Persona, or Form and Politics and choosing one (maybe two) will guide your close reading as you interpret your text. This forms the bulk of your writing as you describe and interpret the form and content connecting to the larger importance or significance of what you see. Connect to any theories you find helpful to better understanding your text and interpretation.
3) As clothing is deeply person, personal reflection is part of this process, so for your final part of the paper, include a reflection on how this close reading changes (or not) your way of reading similar texts. For example, if you are looking at the clothing of a character in a particular movie, how is this exercise helping you watch other movies differently? Or how are you looking at the story you are telling with your own clothing? Or your parents way of dressing? Connect this to your own experiences with clothing or fashion in texts in some way.
Formatting:
For this Close Reading for Form in your text, you will submit a final project with a title page, images or descriptions of your chosen pieces (as is appropriate), and writing about your close reading. The final piece will be about 6 pages long, which should be titled, double-spaced, 12-point font, Times New romans. A references page is required as well where you include reference for your text, the Brummett book, and additional research and studies you've found to support your argument/close reading - at least 3 additional sources from these). These should all be in APA formatting.

Option 3: Focused Content Creation
1) Choose a set of style-related items in your life and record how you communicate and make meaning through those items. Alternatively, locate an archive you have access to (can use CVAD’s fashion archive which is in person in Denton or online, but you may also curate an archival collection yourself from pieces you may have from family or antique shopping, etc.).
2) Create content that includes 4-10 individual pieces in your collection that is available digitally covering the whole curated collection. Content can look like but is not limited to: TikTok-style video(s) or still photo series with clearly cited and explained captions, YouTube video (short) with clearly cited notes, Podcast (short) with clearly cited information, Instagram and/or Facebook series post(s) with citations and explanations, digital art that can be posted on various platforms such as blogs or journalism outlets accessible with a QR code.
3) This content must include and explore Kaiser's ideas about choice, confusion, and creativity. You can connect this to other key thinkers we covered in class - any of the readings will work - but you can simply let Kaiser's concepts guide your own exploration. Because this is for a wider audience, you must explain the ideas of the reading as if someone had never done the reading themselves. Then, make clear in your content how the ideas intersect with the material goods you've curated.
4) While this is a video/digital format, it is not intended to read as a quick post like you would maybe do for a discussion board. The final product should be something you could show to a future employer or post for strangers on the internet to see. This does not mean it must be uncreative or bland! But it should feel intentional, organized, and practiced. Find a way to include 4-5 references, at least once of which should be from Kaiser's chapter. Please upload videos here or provide links where I can view your content.

Attendance and Participation  
Research has shown that students participate in class are more likely to be successful. While we do not have attendance as an asynchronous online class, participation is required through discussions, reading feedback on assignments, and presentations. Because this course involves collaboration, participation is essential to learning. Our project-based activities require you to be actively engaged in discussions and group work. AI writing is not acceptable in this course and will result in a zero grade (as if you had not participated).
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