[bookmark: _Hlk187447967]Introduction to Printmaking
ASTU 2300.501
Meeting Days/Time: T/TH 5 pm – 7:50 pm

Instructor: Emily Albritton
Office Hours: Friday 9 am – 10 am ART 275
Email: Emily.Albritton@unt.edu

COURSE BASICS:

Communications 
During the semester, I will contact you directly through your unt email or through course announcements. For questions, please direct them to me via email as I do not regularly check my Canvas inbox. 

Course Description
Survey of traditional and non-traditional printmaking techniques, introducing students to a variety of basic printmaking processes including the fundamentals of paper, inks, presses, printing and editioning.

Course Structure 
This course is designed to be delivered in a face-to-face format, with classes meeting twice a week (Tuesday and Thursday from 5:00 PM to 7:50 PM). Attendance is essential for success in this course.

Throughout the semester, students will learn to use basic printmaking techniques to create a series of independent projects with conceptual rigor. The course will cover relief printing, reduction relief printing, and monotype, with a strong emphasis on traditional printmaking methods. We will examine limited edition prints and variable editions in detail. Over the course of the semester, you will complete four distinct projects, each exploring a different aspect of printmaking. These projects will include presentations, technical demonstrations, studio time, printing sessions, and formal critiques. Students are expected to take detailed notes during demonstrations and lectures, as these notes will be essential for planning and executing their work outside of class time. The projects will focus on key printmaking concepts and properties, such as layered image-making, duplication, translation, technical processes, and exploration. Additional time for conceptual guidance and technical questions is available by appointment during Office Hours, either via Zoom or in person.

Canvas will be used to disseminate information about the course, its content, and weekly announcements. It will also serve as the platform for submitting your projects.

Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, students will have a beginning-level command of creative research with the ability to:
• Form creative research questions related to the content of their artwork.
• Technically manipulate materials through an array of print processes.
• Create a unified portfolio of artworks resulting from the prior objectives.
• Engage in critical dialog related to this portfolio and portfolios of peers. 
• Apply standards for formal documentation of the artist’s creative practice.

Prerequisites: ART 1600, ART 1700, ART 1800, and ART 1900

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:
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	Projects
	Worth %

	Project #1:  Single Layer Linocut
	20%

	Project #2: Reductive Linocut
	20%

	Project #3: Drypoint
	20%

	Project #4: Monotype
	25%

	Attendance
	10%

	Participation
	5%

	TOTAL 
	100%



Project #1: Single Layer Linocut 
[bookmark: _Hlk187508388]100 points possible 
• 1 limited edition of 4 identical prints (proper digital documentation submitted via Canvas)
[bookmark: _Hlk187509910]• 100–150-word Project/Artist Statement 
• Participation during project critique and course

Project #2: Reductive Linocut - color 
100 points possible 
• 1 limited edition of 4 identical prints with 3 layers (proper digital documentation submitted via Canvas)
• 100–150-word Project/Artist Statement 
• Participation during project critique and course

Project #3: Drypoint
100 points possible 
• 1 limited edition of 5 variable prints (3 black and white, 2 color) (proper digital documentation submitted via Canvas)
• 100–150-word Project/Artist Statement
• Participation during project critique and course

Project #4: Montotype-
100 points possible 
• 1 varied edition of 5 prints combining multiple learned technical processes with each variation incorporating 2 monotype techniques (proper digital documentation submitted via Canvas)
• 100–150-word Project/Artist Statement 
• Participation during project critique and course

*(All Projects are graded on mastery of technical craft (imaging + printing), conceptual investment, compositional strength, along with contributing to critique discussions.) Each assignment will be posted in canvas where there will be specific requirements.
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Grades will be posted in canvas along with comments to help direct your progress.
A (90-100 points) Excellent work that exceeds objectives, is very high in originality, and extremely well-conceived and executed.
B (80-89 points) Good work that meets the objectives, is high in originality, and well-conceived and executed.
C (70-79 points) Average acceptable work that meets the objectives, is well-conceived and executed.
D (60-69 points) Inferior work that is minimally complete but falls short of the objective of the project.
F (0-59 points) Failing work. Significantly incomplete, does not meet the objectives, and is poorly executed and/or conceived. 

Total Point Scale for End of Semester Grades 
UNT only allows whole-letter grades for the semester grade.
A = Excellent (100-90%) 
B = Above Average (89-80%) 
C = Average (79-70%) 
D = Inferior (69-60%) [passing but not necessarily satisfying degree requirements] 
F = Failure (59% or below)

Late Work Policy 
If you find yourself unable to complete your project by the deadline, please submit it in its current state. You may request permission to resubmit later. In such cases, the critique provided will be brief. Please be advised that presenting an incomplete project will result in a participation grade no higher than a C. Failure to present during the critique session will lead to an F for the project grade.

Submitting Projects and Assignments on Canvas 
Projects will be submitted in person during critique sessions and on Canvas for grading. It is crucial that the quality of your digital images is high quality for evaluation. Inadequate documentation may lead to a lower grade. There are resources on campus for great documentation, use them to your advantage. Please ensure you read and adhere to the submission requirements carefully when preparing your digital images.

**I reserve the right to modify the syllabus as necessary, with any changes being posted on Canvas Announcements in response to course needs.
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Attendance Policy 
Regular attendance is crucial for success in this course. Attending class provides you with real-time access to class discussions, demonstrations, critiques, and project assistance. Learning from your peers is as valuable as learning from your instructor, and being present is the first step in fostering a sense of community and collaborative learning. Due to scheduling, I will not repeat demonstrations. I will take attendance at the beginning of each class. If you arrive late, please inform me immediately so that you are marked tardy instead of absent. You should be actively working during class time. Idle time during class will significantly lower your “participation” grade.
· Regular and punctual attendance is expected.
· Each absence will reduce your final attendance 
· Your cumulative attendance (based on the percentage of classes you were present in) is 10% of your final grade.
· More than three absences will require a note from a doctor or a note from the art office excusing the absence for a reason covered under UNT policy 06.039 (Student Attendance and Authorized Absences) to be counted as excused.
· A fourth absence will result in an additional full letter grade deduction from your final semester course grade.
· Every tardy will reduce your participation by 10% for that module.
· Leaving early will result in a tardy.
· Most lectures, demonstrations, and assignments will occur at the beginning of class periods and will not be repeated for those who come in late. If you are late to class, you will need to notify me at the end of the class period to replace an absence with a tardy. Three tardies will constitute an absence.
· A tardy is considered to be arrival 5 minutes after the beginning of class.
· Critiques missed may not be made up and grades will reflect the student’s failure to participate in the critique discussions.


If you must be absent, please email me before class. In case of an emergency, please email me at your earliest convenience. Arrange for a classmate to take notes on your behalf so you can stay up-to-date and be prepared to return to class.
See the Undergraduate Course Catalog for university policy regarding absences due to sponsored activities (such as sports) and religious holidays.  Students involved in such activities are encouraged to have absences approved in advance or as early in the semester as possible.
I may excuse up to three absences due to serious health issues during the semester. ALL excusable absences require contacting the instructor prior to each absence, so we can discuss and mitigate the impact of the absence on your attainment of course learning goals.
Please do not come to class if you are at risk of spreading a contagious illness, in consideration of the health and safety of everyone in our academic community.
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Academic Integrity * 
According to UNT Policy 18.1.16, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage.  A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. 
Disability Accommodation *
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.
Health & Safety Program *
Students are required to follow the Department of Studio Art Health and Safety guidelines and are required to complete training for each studio course. The goal of the Studio Art Health and Safety Program is to protect the health and welfare of all faculty, staff, and students and to cooperate with the University of North Texas’ Office of Risk Management.   Please visit the website for details and the departmental handbook:  https://art.unt.edu/healthandsafety. 
Health & Safety Best Practices for Printmaking Studios 
Please read the appendixes of the H&S manual for the Printmaking Program at (Links to an external site.) https://art.unt.edu/healthandsafety

Emergency Notification & Procedures *
UNT Emergency Guide: https://emergency.unt.edu/about-us
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence).  In the event of a university closure, please refer to the course management system for contingency plans for covering course materials.
Acceptable Student Behavior
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.
Student Evaluation Administration Dates
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The survey will be made available during weeks 13 and 14 [insert administration dates] of the long semesters to provide students with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. Students will receive an email from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Students should look for the email in their UNT email inbox.  Simply click on the link and complete the survey.  Once students complete the survey they will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted.  For additional information, please visit the spot website at www.spot.unt.edu or email spot@unt.edu. 
Incomplete Grades
An Incomplete Grade ("I") is a non-punitive grade given only during the last one-fourth of a term/semester and only if a student (1) is passing the course and (2) has a justifiable and documented reason, beyond the control of the student (such as serious illness or military service), for not completing the work on schedule. 
In consultation with the instructor, complete a request for an Incomplete Grade. This form can be found on the department website and must be turned into the department chair prior to the last day of classes (not the exam date). Note: A grade of Incomplete is not automatically assigned to students
Sexual Discrimination, Harassment & Assault
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0. UNT’s Student Advocate can be reached through e-mail at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students’ office at 940-565-2648.  You are not alone.  We are here to help.
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CVAD Photo Documentation 
https://cvad.unt.edu/cvad-it-services/it-services-photo-documentation.html 
The CVAD Photo Documentation Service is located on the third floor on the west side of the Art Building in Room 316. This service provides photographing and documentation artwork at no cost. This is a wonderful resource to get high quality images of your work. 

CVAD Computer Lab
https://itservices.cvad.unt.edu/labs/cvad-scl  
CVAD Computer Lab has computers with software available during open hours. They also have laptops, cameras, camera equipment and other equipment available for short-term check-out.

UNT Willis Library Computer Lab
https://library.unt.edu/services/computer-labs/
 UNT Willis Library Computer Lab has computers with software available during open hours. They also have laptops and other equipment available for short-term check-out.
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See project outlines for items you will need for each project. 

Everyday essentials:
· Paper
· Gloves
· Pencils/pens
· Sketchbook!

- 2 (9” x 12”) Linoleum Blocks: (Provided by Instructor)
-1 (6x6) Woodblock (provided by Instructor)
- Monotype Plate (provided by Instructor)
- Speedball Linoleum Cutter (provided by Instructor)
- 7 Sheets (minimum) Rives Lightweight 115G 19x26
- 5 Sheets (minimum) Rives BFK White 250G 22x30 
- Assortment of Differently Sized Sharpies
- 1 inch foam paint brush (provided by Instructor)
- India Ink (provided by Instructor)
- Utility Knife/Xacto Knife
- Masking Tape

Optional (but helpful):
· Apron- printing can get messy, so I suggest you bring an apron each day or wear clothes that you are comfortable printing in 

*All printmaking paper can be bought from Voertman’s
*Most if not all other supplies can be bought from Voertman’s or other art stores

Takach Paper order due August 22nd at 5 PM. See canvas for order instructions.

Other supplies may be added to these lists as the course progresses.

Required Readings:

There are no required readings

Health and Safety

· Follow all CVAD Health and Safety handbook guidelines.
· Follow the CVAD Waste Management Chart in the classroom and other health & safety guidelines posted 
· In case of emergency, call campus police at (940) 565-3000 or call 911 
· Do not prop classroom doors. Doors are to remain closed to ensure the building HVAC and ventilation work properly 
· No food or drink in the studio 
· Wear appropriate gloves when using any type of solvent, acid or chemical (gloves should be considered used with inks) 
· Familiarize yourself with the closest eyewash unit and chemical shower 
· Closed toed shoes must be worn in the Print shop, no sandals or flip-flops allowed. 
· Emulsion and ink should be cleaned from under fingernails immediately 
· Turn off hot plates immediately after use 
· Always use cutting tools away from your hands and body. 
· Special care needs to be taken in the studio if you are pregnant to avoid certain materials.  
· Cutting tools should be sharp and in good condition. Care should be taken to insure safety of the individual using the tool(s) and other students when tool(s) are being used.  
· Store all flammables in the flammable cabinet. Keep flammable cabinet closed at all times.  
· First aid kits are found in each studio.  Notify your instructor if supplies are low.   
· Report any safety issues IMMEDIATELY to your instructor or area technician. 
· All courses must engage in an end of the semester clean up. 

Health and Safety Area Specific Information: Printmaking
[image: ]Students are allowed to use the shop during their scheduled class times, but not while other classes are in session. If you arrive early, wait in the hallway until your class starts. Do not enter the room until the preceding class is over. Do not interrupt the class in session. Gather your belongings and clean your workspace by the end of your class so the next group can use their space. Do not disrupt the next class session. If you want to work in the shop while another class is in session, ask the instructor for permission before class begins. Due to high enrollment, it is usually not possible to work in the shop while another class is in session. If you are given permission to work during another class, be aware of how your activities impact the learning environment. You will be asked to leave immediately if your activities detract from the learning environment of enrolled students.

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	WEEK 1
	August 19
Introductions
Go over Syllabus
· UNT/CVAD Policies 
· Studio Access
· Supplies/Space
· Shop Etiquette
Presentation on Relief
Introduction to Project 1: Single Layer Linocut- Repeating Patterns
	August 21
Introduction to Project 1: Single Layer linocut continued
Work on drawing sketches for project 1
Discussion on Brainstorming

Homework:
Finalize concept for project 1 and have a final sketch ready.
Paper Order due AUGUST 22 @ 5 PM- see canvas



	WEEK 2
	August 26
Sketches due by start of class.

Demonstrations:
Transferring image
Carving demo and safety
Test carving

Homework:
You should be prepared to start carving next class.


	August 28

Looking closely at prints

Demonstration: 
Tearing and preparing paper

Studio Workday:
Continue carving.

Homework:
Catch up if you are behind schedule

	WEEK 3
	September 2
Demonstration: 
Printing and clean up.
· Pressure and hand printing methods
· Registration
· Pulling test prints

Homework:
You should be ready to print by Thursday
	September 4

Looking closely at prints

Studio Workday:
Continue working on Project 1

Homework: 
Catch up if you are behind schedule

	WEEK 4
	September 9
Discussion on Annotations and documentation expectations

Studio Workday:
Continue working. You should be at the point of refining and finalizing your project.

	September 11
CRITIQUE
Documentation and artist statement must be submitted on canvas by 11:59 PM on Sunday, September 14th

	WEEK 5
	September 16
Introduction to Project 2:
Reductive Linocut

Presentation on reductive multi-layer prints


Homework:
Brainstorm ideas on imagery for Project 2


	September 18
Work on drawing sketches and planning for project 2, start carving

Demonstration:
· Drawing tips for registration and planning 
· Color mixing

Homework: 
Continue working

	WEEK 6
	September 23
Sketches due by start of class.

Demonstrations:
Printing Layer 1

Homework:
You should be prepared to print your first layer.
Catch up if behind schedule.

	September 25
Demonstrations:
Printing Layer 2
Rainbow roll

Studio Workday:
Working on Project 2

Homework:
You should have 2 layers printed by next class for in progress critique

	WEEK 7
	September 30
In progress critique (small group format)
Studio workday:
Continue working on Project 2
	October 2
Studio Workday:
Continue working.
Homework:
 By next class have layer 3 printed at the minimum

	WEEK 8
	October 7
Studio Workday: 
You should be printing layer 3, finalizing annotations.

Homework: Finalize project 2 and come prepared to critique
	October 9
CRITIQUE
Documentation and artist statement due Sunday, October 12th at 11:59 pm

	WEEK 9
	October 14
Presentation on Drypoint
Introduction to Project 3: Drypoint

Demonstration:
Beveling
Transferring image

Homework:
Start sketching 

	October 16
Studio workday:

Have some sketching done
Be ready to talk about your ideas in small groups and 1x1’s

Demonstration: mark making techniques

Homework: begin transferring image to plate

	WEEK 10
	October 21

Studio workday:

Work on transferring sketches and catching up  

	October 23

Demonstration: 
Preparing paper, soaking, and blotting
Inking and wiping
Setting pressure
Pulling prints

Homework: start printing


	WEEK 11
	October 28
Discussion on experimenting with line and tone.

Studio Workday: 
Continue printing



	October 30
Studio Workday:
Continue printing, troubleshooting

Brief check-in 1x1’s


	WEEK 12
	November 4
Studio Workday:
Continue working on Project 3

Homework: Finalize all 5 prints of the suite, annotated, and flattened, ready to discuss in critique
	November 6

CRITIQUE
Documentation and artist statement due November 9th at 11:59 PM


	WEEK 13
	November 11

Introduction to Project 4: 
Monotype

Looking closely at prints

Homework:
Start brainstorming ideas for imagery and conceptual direction
Bring a small item no larger than 4x4

	November 13

Discuss ideas and sketches in small groups.

Demonstrations:
Preparing paper
Trace
Masking/stencil techniques
Painterly approach

Homework:
Start printing


	WEEK 14
	November 18
Studio Workday: 
Continue printing 

Discussion: experimentation and unexpected results

	November 20
Come to class with at least 1 print to talk about in small groups
Studio Workday:
Continue printing


	WEEK 15
	Thanksgiving
	Thanksgiving


	WEEK 16
	December 2
Studio Workday:

Finalizing project and be ready for critique next class
	December 4
CRITIQUE
Documentation and artist statement due December 7th at 11:59 pm

	EXAM WEEK
	December 9
Mandatory Shop Cleanup
	




*The course schedule is subject to change at the Course Instructors discretion
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FALL 2025 Printmaking Classroom Schedule
Open studio hours subject to change for PANTS meetings and events
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11lam-1:50pm OPEN STUDIO

2pm-4:50pm Beginning Print: Screen Print, ASTU 2602.503, DeCaen
Spm-10pm OPEN STUDIO

8am-10:50am 275 OPEN STUDIO

11am-1:50pm 275 Grad Seminar, 5000.501, Gibbons
-- Intermediate Print: Intaglio, ASTU 3602, Gibbons

- 8am-10:50am - Monotype/BFA Sr Print Studio, ASTU 3604/4600, DeCaen

11am-1:50pm Intermediate Print: Lithography, ASTU 3603, Gonzalez

2pm-4:50pm Beginning Print: Relief Print, ASTU 2602.501, Boyer

- S5pm-7:50pm - Intro to Print, ASTU 2300, Albritton
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