PSCI 3320.001 (Fall 2026) 

Class Meets: Wooten Hall 217; Mon. / Wed. 2:20-3:40 PM
  
Prof. David Mennie

Office: Wooten Hall 173b                       
Office Hours: Mon. / Wed. 11:00 AM - 1:30 PM (and over zoom by appointment)

Zoom: https://unt.zoom.us/j/7654464999?pwd=ayt1Wk5QK0dVcVJVN0RFSC8vcjhwQT09 
e-mail: DavidMennie@my.unt.edu 




             
(I do not respond on Friday nights/Saturdays; please identify yourself and the subject clearly) 

POLITICAL THEORY: The State and Its Critics
Required Texts:
Aristotle, The Politics. Trans. Carnes Lord (University of Chicago Press) 

Hobbes, Thomas, Leviathan. Ed. Edwin Curley (Hackett)

Locke, John, Two Treatises of Government. C. B. Macpherson (Hackett Classics)

Nietzsche, Friedrich, The Portable Nietzsche. Tr. Walter Kaufmann (Viking/Penguin)

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, The Discourses and Other Writings. Trans. V. Gourevitch (Cambridge)

All other reading materials will be provided via Canvas
Course Goals: 

In this course, you will learn to develop your skills of: 

· Critical Thinking—by learning to decipher how it was done by the masters, and how they enable us to analyze and evaluate our situation;  

· Communication—by learning how to write interpretive essays that present complex and subtle arguments in clear and persuasive fashion;

· Personal Responsibility—by learning through political philosophy how to liberate your heart and mind from the compelling pressure of the “today”; 

· Social Responsibility—by coming to recognize resources for living well that transcend how “we” (and all other cultures) have done it.  

Course Goals and Objectives: 
Modern political philosophy, unlike its ancient cousin, attempted, in Marx’s words, to change or re-make the world rather than merely to understand it. The great question of political philosophy, then, is: is Nature to be understood as a helpful guide to happiness and human fulfillment or as a miserable, chaotic state from which we must escape and create order and goals? And are human beings “social animals” (as Aristotle thought) who naturally desire to engage on friendly terms with one another or are they naturally selfish beings who must be taught to acquire what they need “rationally” and not (in so doing) to dominate over or exploit others (as Locke thought)?  

We begin (and end!) by turning to Nietzsche, who called out everyone, both ancient and modern.  The Western experiment, he declared, was ending: “God is dead.” By this momentous statement, Nietzsche meant several things. God had died because “we” (modern Europeans) could no longer believe in Him. Moreover, we could no longer believe in anything as True or Higher than us, neither God, nor community, nor “timeless truths.” This was because modern political philosophy had (knowingly) destroyed all “ends” (they become just “matters of personal opinion”) and because we had become so small-souled, so incapable of exercising strength of will, that we couldn’t generate any “values” to live by. Nietzsche thus ushered in the two powerful anti-rational (and contradictory) forces of our time: postmodernism and the rebirth of powerful religious sentiments (perhaps most chiefly in the Islamic world that modernity had somewhat bypassed: Nietzsche’s first serious readers were in 1920s Persia, now Iran).  

We will then examine the ways in which Hobbes and Locke (among others in the 17th century), on the basis of reason and science, created the modern, liberal nation-state and the increasingly secular, tolerant, and materialistic life that goes along with it. Next, we turn all the way back to Aristotle (4th century BCE), who viewed the naturally evolving “city” as far more conformable to human nature than the necessarily dehumanizing State. We will then turn to Rousseau (18th century), the first great thinker to criticize the liberal way of life in the name of “virtue” or morality. Rousseau saw liberalism making human beings smaller, largely because they become such disassociated individuals, so concerned with creature comforts and “fitting in,” that their greatest fear becomes being “judgmental.” As a result, Rousseau sought to change the world again. He (a philosopher!) condemned reason as harmful to social and political life (too cold, too efficient) and thereby promoted strangely twin attacks on liberalism: calls for “community” on the Left and for “the nation” on the Right (think of our concern with “roots”). We conclude by returning to 
Nietzsche and his all-out attack on the State as the destroyer of humanity.  
Even if some political philosophers may be the source of our troubles, only political philosophy can help us out of this massive confusion. Why? Political philosophy treats our identity and understanding of justice as riddles to be solved rather than as things already established by the time we arrive in college. And only political philosophy tries to rank and relate the various moral and political goods we seek to each other: should self-fulfillment or dedication to others (family, friends, community) take priority? Is science or reason itself good for life—or is it a tool for oppression (on the basis of either class or race)? Can we have progress without destroying even the good things in our tradition? To tackle this project, we will learn how to read great books with care, and how to make, analyze, and criticize arguments.
Course Format and Requirements: 
The course consists of a careful reading of a few classic texts of political philosophy. The number of pages to read is kept small, so please read—and reread—each text thoroughly. Classes will be a combination of lecture and discussion. Since discussion can clarify important matters for both you AND your colleagues, it is crucial both that you attend classes and that you read the assigned texts carefully before each class. 
NOTE: Because of the benefits to everyone involved, your class participation can be used to improve your grade. In-person class attendance is mandatory for this course. Unexcused absences (more than TWO) WILL be used to lower your grade so do not use them up for anything other than a dire emergency (e.g., illness, death in immediate family). You must supply valid evidence (e.g., a doctor's note) for an absence to be excused. Students with a third or fourth absence will have their final grade reduced by one-third of a grade for each absence (an A-will become a B+). I will assign a "WF" or "F" grade to students with more than four absences. 

· Unforeseen events may require changes to scheduled tests and/or classes.

· If you are having any difficulties in class, please see me AT ONCE. Only then can I help you succeed in the course. 

Your course grade will be calculated as follows: 
1) Class attendance and participation

 
15 %

2) Quizzes (12 in-class quizzes)





30 %

3) Writing assignments (2 in-class analysis papers) 

30 %

4) Final examination (in class) (Dec. 5, 2026)


25 %  

There will be twelve quizzes throughout the semester over the readings and what we cover in class (see dates below). Each Quiz will be administered in class and will take approximately 15-20 minutes. Quizzes will be open-book and open-note, but only physical paper copies may be used (no computers or mobile devices). Quiz questions will be a combination of short-answer, multiple-choice, and true/false questions. If you complete all 12 quizzes, I will drop your two lowest quiz scores. 
There will be two In-Class Writing Assignments; the first will take place on Monday, October 5, 2026, and the second will take place on Wednesday, November 11, 2026. The in-class papers should respond to a prompt provided to you a week before the assignment. You may write your response by hand in a "blue book,” or you may bring a laptop to class to type your answers through Canvas (note: laptops may ONLY be used for writing your response and no other reason).

· Laptop Access: If you need to borrow a device, laptops can be checked out from the UNT Libraries. For more information, please consult the UNT Libraries Laptop Checkout page.

· Open Book Policy: These assignments are open book. You are permitted to bring handwritten or typed pages of direct quotes and their citations from the assigned readings. However, no other written notes or outlines are permitted.

We will discuss these writing assignments at greater length as the date of each assignment approaches.
The final examination will be administered on Saturday, December 5, from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM in Wooten Hall room 217, and it will consist of multiple-choice questions and a short essay question. For the official UNT final exam schedule, see the Fall Final Exam Schedule | University of North Texas.
Tentative Schedule:

	Dates
	Readings Assignments / Quizzes / Tests
	Page #s for Reading Assignments

	Mon. 8/17/26
	Introduction: What is Political Philosophy
	No Reading Assignment


A. Nietzsche on the Crisis of Our Times
	Dates
	Readings Assignments / Quizzes / Tests
	Page #s

	Wed. 8/19/26
	The Portable Nietzsche: From Beyond Good and Evil # 212

The Portable Nietzsche: The Gay Science: Book V #s 343-344

The Portable Nietzsche: Twilight of the Idols #s 14, 25, 35, 37

*Syllabus Quiz (in class)*  (Quiz #1)
	443-446

447-450

522-523, 530, 535-536, 538-541 
Quiz 1

	Mon. 8/24/26
	The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, Zarathustra's Prologue

*Nietzsche Quiz I (in class)*  (Quiz #2)
	121-137
Quiz 2


B. Early Modern Political Philosophy

1) Hobbes Leviathan and the Proto-liberal Politics of Comfort, Safety, and Privacy
	Dates
	Readings Assignments / Quizzes / Tests
	Page #s

	Wed. 8/26/26
	Hobbes Leviathan: Dedicatory Letter, Introduction; Part IV, ch. 46
	1-5, 453-468

	Mon. 8/31/26
	Hobbes Leviathan: Part I, ch. 6, 10-12
	27-35, 50-74

	Wed. 9/2/26
	Hobbes Leviathan: chs. 13-17

*Hobbes Quiz I (in class)*  (Quiz #3)
	74-110
Quiz 3

	Mon. 9/7/26
	No Classes - Labor Day (University Closed)

	

	Wed. 9/9/26
	Hobbes Leviathan: Part I, chs. 18, 21, 26 (174-181)
	110-118, 136-145, 172-189

	Mon. 9/14/26
	Hobbes Leviathan: Part II, chs. 29, 30 (219-231), 
*Hobbes Quiz II (in class)*  (Quiz #4)
	219-233
Quiz 4


2) Locke and the Liberal Politics of Individual Rights

	Dates
	Readings
	Page #s

	Wed. 9/16/26
	Locke's First Treatise: Title page, Preface, chs. 1, 2, 6 (¶50-60) & 9
	 135-151, 176-184, 202-216

	Mon. 9/21/26
	Locke's Second Treatise: chs. 1-5 
	 267-302

	Wed. 9/23/26
	Locke's Second Treatise, chs. 6-10

*Locke Quiz I (in class)*  (Quiz #5)
	 303-355

Quiz 5

	Mon. 9/28/26
	Locke's Second Treatise, chs. 11-15
	 355-384

	Wed. 9/30/26
	Locke's Second Treatise, chs. 16-19 (Review and Conclusion)

*Locke Quiz II (in class)*  (Quiz #6)
	 384-428 

Quiz 6


*** First In-Class Writing Assignment: Monday, October 5, 2026 ***
C. First Crisis: The Critique of the Enlightenment

	Dates
	Readings
	Page #s

	Wed. 10/7/26
	Rousseau's First Discourse: Title, Preface, Discourse, Part I
	1-28

	Mon. 10/12/26
	Rousseau's Second Discourse: Title Dedicatory Letter, Preface, Intro
	114-136

	Wed. 10/14/26
	Rousseau's Second Discourse, Part One
	137-164 (and Notes)

	Mon. 10/19/26
	Rousseau's Second Discourse, Part One 

*Rousseau Quiz I (in class)*  (Quiz #7)
	137-164 (and Notes)

Quiz 7

	Wed. 10/21/26
	Rousseau's Second Discourse, Part Two
	165-193 (and Notes)

	Mon. 10/26/26
	Rousseau's Second Discourse, Part Two

*Rousseau Quiz II (in class)*  (Quiz #8)
	165-193 (and Notes)

Quiz 8


D. Second Crisis: The Critique of Reason and Morals

	Dates
	Readings
	Page #s

	Wed. 10/28/26
	The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On the Pale Criminal

The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On Reading and Writing

The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On the Preachers of Death
	149-152

152-153

156-158

	Mon. 11/2/26
	The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On War and Warriors

The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On The New Idol

The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On The Thousand and One Goals

*Nietzsche Quiz II (in class)*  (Quiz #9)
	158-160

160-163

170-172

Quiz 9

	Wed. 11/4/26
	The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On The Thousand and One Goals

The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On Love of the Neighbor

The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On Pitying
	170-172

172-174

200-202

	Mon. 11/9/26
	The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On the Virtuous

The Portable Nietzsche: Thus Spoke Zarathustra, On the Tarantulas

*Nietzsche Quiz III (in class)*  (Quiz #10)
	205-208

211-214

Quiz 10


*** Second In-Class Writing Assignment: Wednesday, November 11, 2026 (in class) ***

E. The Classical Alternative: Aristotle’s Politics 

	Dates
	Readings
	Page #s

	Mon. 11/16/26
	Aristotle’s Politics: Bk. I, chs. 1-2
	1-5

	Wed. 11/18/26
	Aristotle’s Politics: Bk. I, chs. 4-7
*Aristotle Quiz I (in Class)*  (Quiz #11)
	6-12
Quiz 11

	Mon. 11/23/26
	Thanksgiving Break
	No Assignment

	Wed. 11/25/26
	Thanksgiving Break
	No Assignment

	Mon. 11/30/26
	Aristotle’s Politics: Bk. II,  chs. 7-8


	38-45



	Wed. 12/2/26
	Aristotle’s Politics: Bk. III, chs. 1-7
*Aristotle Quiz II (in Class)*  (Quiz #12)
	62-74
Quiz 12


*** FINAL EXAM Saturday, December 5, 2026, (1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. WH 217) ***
https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall.html 
===========================================================================

*You can drop classes until the deadline on  November 6, 2026) for a grade of W: further information is available on the UNT website at Fall Academic Calendar & Key Dates | University of North Texas and Dropping a Class | University of North Texas. Please discuss with an Advisor or me prior to dropping—and be aware that there is a 6-class drop limit overall. 

UNT Policies

Course drop information: Last day for a student to drop a course or all courses with a grade of W: November 6, 2026. First day to request a grade of Incomplete: November 7, 2026. Again, for more information, visit the UNT website at https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html and https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/dropping-class.
Academic Integrity, Plagiarism, and Generative AI/Chatbots: All work turned in for this course must be your own original work. Such actions as plagiarizing by using a source without giving it proper credit, or using material written by somebody else or by generative AI/chatbots like (e.g., ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, Grok, etc.) and presenting it as your own, represent violations of academic integrity. According to the UNT Academic Integrity Policy (UNT Policy 6.003), any form of "unauthorized assistance" constitutes cheating. As a result, use of any artificial intelligence is not authorized for completion of assignments or exams in this course, unless specifically authorized by the instructor.  

Violations will not be tolerated and will be handled in accordance with UNT’s academic integrity policies. Please note that penalties will apply even if you did not knowingly intend to plagiarize or cheat – you must be familiar with the rules of academic integrity and doing your own original work, whether this is at UNT or later in your career, and ignorance is no excuse. 

Academic integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity: (UNT Policy 6.003). This policy indicates the following constitute violations of academic honesty: a student has another person/entity do the work of any substantive portion of a graded assignment for them, which includes purchasing work from a company, hiring a person or company to complete an assignment or exam, and/or using generative AI tools (such as ChatGPT) and others (for a list see UNT Policy 6.003).
Any suspected case of academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with current University policy and procedures, as described here. If this is your first academic integrity violation, you can expect a failing grade on the assignment, and you will be reported to the university’s Academic Integrity office; repeat violations will lead to stronger sanctions up to and including expulsion from UNT. 

ADA Accommodation Statement. UNT makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information, see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu.
Emergency Notification & Procedures. UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Blackboard for contingency plans for covering course materials.

Acceptable Student Behavior. Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.
Survivor Advocacy.
UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal laws (Title IX and the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, and therefore prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been impacted by violence by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change where appropriate, and connecting students to other resources available both on and off campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at: SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565-2648. Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially reported to the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565-2759. 
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