
MUED 2310

Principles of Music Study

Monday, Wednesday 11:00 – 11:50

Room 321

Dr. Donna T. Emmanuel

e-mail – donna.emmanuel@unt.edu
Office phone – 369-7973

Office - #306

Office hours – 

Monday: 
10:00 – 10:45



Tuesday: 
1:00 – 2:00



Thursday:
1:00 – 2:00


 
Friday

by appointment




Or any day by appointment

Required Texts

No texts are required. You will access information for the most part on Blackboard.
Course Description

This course will provide an introductory overview of the teaching and decision-making skills needed by music teachers. Through readings, discussions, observations, and assignments, students will become more aware of their developing identities as future music educators and their place within school culture. Students will also work to develop their musicianship skills in the context of their role as a future music educator.
Students are strongly encouraged to join North Texas Student Music Educators (NTSME)

Course Objectives

( To begin to make the transition from member of the ensemble to the 

person in front of the ensemble


( To begin to develop the musicianship skills specific for teaching music at 

any level in any setting


( To begin to develop independent, critical thinking skills


( To assist you in making the decision if teaching music is for you

Course Activities


Class Participation – Attendance is required, and class participation is necessary. We will be learning from each other via group discussions and teaching segments, therefore regular attendance and participation is mandatory.

Written Assignments – There will be several short (1-3 pages) writing assignments to be submitted to me via Blackboard.  Some assignments will be responses to specific readings, others will be “open.” Assignments will be written using a word processor and submitted to Blackboard as attachments unless otherwise notified. I will NOT ACCEPT hand written work and I will NOT ACCEPT late assignments. Assignments not received on time will be given a zero. Back up all your work on disk. 


Observations – We will be visiting school districts over the semester. These observations in the field are required by the State of Texas and provide opportunities to observe music instructors at different levels and in different settings. Observation dates have not been scheduled yet, but will be in lieu of regular class meeting time. Because you may miss other classes in order to visit these schools, the University will excuse those absences; however, it is up to individual faculty and instructors if they will honor the University excused absence. These observations are mandatory.


Teaching Segments – Because MUED 2310 is your first music education course, you will be given the opportunity to participate in brief teaching segments. These might include leading choral warm-ups, teaching rhythm and/or tonal patterns, and leading sight-singing. The segments will typically last 2-3 minutes.


Developing Musicianship – You will need to have excellent musicianship skills as a music educator. During this course we will work on tonal pattern singing. You will be tested on these patterns, which will count 10% of your grade. You will also take sight singing and error detection tests. You will be required to PASS these tests in order to receive a grade in this course. If you do not pass these tests, you will receive an Incomplete in these courses. These tests, as well as tests in fingering, transposition, and piano in later classes, are a portion of the Music Education Student Review. 
You will have three attempts to pass each student review and/or tonal pattern test. You must take your FIRST attempt by October 1, the SECOND attempt by November 5, and the THIRD (and final) attempt by December 9. If you fail to complete your attempts by the assigned dates, you will lose that particular attempt. For example, if you wait until December 9 to take your first test and do not pass it, you would receive an Incomplete because you would have lost your previous two attempts. IMPORTANT: You can come in to take your Error Detection test any time that MU 307 is open. However, when you want to take your Sight-Singing and/or Tonal Pattern tests, YOU MUST SIGN UP FOR A TIME on the sign-up sheets that are posted on the wall outside MU 307.
Discussion and reflection - We will be using Blackboard discussion and assignment tools to supplement our class.  These are both vital parts of this course and participation is required.
Course Overview

This is a tentative schedule for our class meetings as we will be observing in the field. The dates for these observations have not been set. They will be in lieu of our regular meeting time. This overview is meant to serve as a guide for potential topics we will address in class. 
8/30
Introductions; Course overview; Syllabus overview; Assumptions


Assignment – List of Assumptions; Answers to 5 questions

9/1
What makes a master teacher?


Assignment – List of master teacher characteristics; Reading and reflection - 

9/6
Labor Day – No Class

9/8
Master teacher discussion; Introduction of Teaching Segment I


Assignment – Teaching Segment I
9/13
Teaching segment I; Creating an environment for teaching and learning


Assignment – Reading and reflection – Handout from Becoming a Teacher - reflections

9/15
Teaching segment I continued; Discussion of classroom environment; Exploration of self


Assignment – “I am…” poem

9/16 THURSDAY MUED Departmental, 9-9:50AM, Murchison PAC

Dr. André Thomas, The Florida State University
Attendance is mandatory, and attendance will be taken
9/20
Discussion of poems; Student centered instruction vs. Teacher centered

Assignment – Reading - 

9/22
Video observation I; small group discussion and reflection; Discussion on teacher characteristics


Assignment – Visual representation

9/27
Share visual representations; discussion


Assignment – questions to ask practicing teacher

9/29
Presentation from practicing teacher

10/4
Discussion from practicing teacher visit

10/6
What makes us who we are? Small group discussion


Assignment – Vignette #1

10/11
Possible observation

10/13
Discuss observation; Discuss vignette #1

10/18
Student centered instruction

10/20
MUED Departmental, 10 – 11 am. Murchison. Dr. Roy Ernst. Attendance is mandatory and attendance will be taken.

10/25
Possible observation 

10/27
Discuss observation


Assignment - Autobiography

11/1
Discuss autobiography; Introduce Teaching Segment II

11/3
Teaching segment II

11/8
Circles of self; Multicultural Quiz; Discussion of difference


11/10
Teaching segment II continued

11/15
Basics of planning for instruction

11/17
Basics of planning for instruction

11/22 
Introduce vignette #3

11/24    Vignette #3

11/29
Case studies; group discussion

12/1  Round table discussion – diversity, special needs

12/6
Overview of Music Education degree plan
12/8 
Course wrap-up
There is no mid-term or final exam for this course
Course Evaluation

Teaching Segments
 
 30%

Writing Assignments
 
 30%

Reflection and Discussion 
 20%

Tonal Patterns
in class

 10%
Tonal Patterns in 307

 10%
Keep in mind that an A is a result of EXCELLENT work, a B is a result of GOOD work, and a C is a result of AVERAGE work.

Professional Expectations

I will expect you to view yourselves as professionals, and therefore act as 

professionals. Just as you will expect your students to attend class regularly and 

arrive on time, I will expect the same of you. This is an interactive class and we 

will be learning from each other. At this point you should prepare yourself for the 

professional world. I would not expect a professional to skip work: I do not expect 

you to skip class.

Division of Music Education Attendance Policy
Regular attendance with promptness and with assignments completed reflects a positive, accepting attitude in university education.  With the responsibility of being a music education student comes a conscious decision to act professionally at all times.

More than 3 unexcused absences* will result in a failing grade

Three tardies will be counted as one absence

*Only university excused absences will be accepted.  You must present notification to your professor, which may be obtained from the Office of the Dean of Students.

Cheating and Academic Honesty


If you engage in academic dishonesty related to this course, you will 

receive a failing grade for the course. In addition, the case will be referred to the 

Dean of Students for appropriate disciplinary action.


Academic dishonesty includes cheating and plagiarism. The term 

“cheating” includes, but is not limited to, 1) use of any unauthorized assistance in 

taking quizzes, tests or examinations: 2) dependence upon the aid of sources 

beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing 

reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments: or 3) the acquisition 

without permission, of tests or other academic materials belonging to a faculty 

member or staff of the University. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not 

limited to, the use by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or 

unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement. It 

also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person 

or agency engaged in selling of term papers or other academic material (Code of 

Conduct and Discipline at the University of North Texas).

Americans with Disabilities Act


The College of Music complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in 

making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disability. If you 

have an established disability as defined in the Americans with Disabilities Act 

and would like to request accommodation, please see me as soon as possible.

Plan Ahead!

In order to Student Teach, you must have the following in place:

1.
A current grade point average (GPA) of 2.75 in all UNT coursework and an overall GPA of 2.75.

2.
An overall GPA of 2.75 in all MUXX courses.

3.
A minimum of a C in all your music education courses and all EDXX courses.

4.
An overall GPA of 2.75 in your professional development classes. See your Student Handbook for a list of these courses.
5.
Completed successfully ALL proficiency examinations BEFORE you apply for student teaching. This includes your piano proficiency, concentration proficiency, music education student review, and the TASP.



The Division of Music Education is dedicated to empowering students through learning opportunities that are contextual and relevant to a career in teaching.  To become an effective music educator, each student must commit to excellence in both teaching and musicianship.














