History 2610:  The United States to 1865
Instructor:
Name: Diana Reinhard
Pronouns:  she/her
Office Location: Denton campus (Wooten 234)
Office Hours: (Frisco campus) Tuesdays 10:50 - 11:30
                          Zoom office hours: Mondays 5:30 - 6:00 pm
 
Email:  diana.reinhard@unt.edu
 
Welcome to UNT!
As members of the UNT community, we have all made a commitment to be part of an institution that respects and values the identities of the students and employees with whom we interact. UNT does not tolerate identity-based discrimination, harassment, and retaliation. UNT’s full Non-Discrimination Policy can be found in the UNT Policies section of the syllabus.
Land Acknowledgment
Acknowledging the land is an Indigenous protocol, and it is important to note that the University of North Texas is located on the unceded territory of the Wichita and Caddo Affiliated Tribes. It is important to study the long processes that have brought us all to reside on this land, and to seek to better understand our places within these histories.
Why History?
History is the sum total of human experience in all its complexity. It is also the only guide we have to the decisions that will shape our future. The study of history allows us to see parallels, analogies, and recurrent patterns, detect long-term trends and forces, and understand what is really different about the present. History shows us how past decisions shape and limit future options and how every facet of life is socially and culturally constructed. Equally important, history exposes us to the full richness of human experience and introduces us to fascinating individuals and events and to long-term processes that gradually transform our lives.
Course Information
Course Description
This course covers Early America as one of the most exciting and dramatic periods in the history of the Western world. These first two centuries brought political, social, and ideological revolutions. Yet, Early American history also hosted some of the darkest chapters in world history– the rise of imperialism, the exploitation of native peoples, systematized enslavement, and the subjugation of various groups. In some ways, the course will be a broad survey of the social, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual history of the United States from British Colonization to the Civil War.  We will also investigate more specific themes such as: American settlement and pluralism, the evolution of identity, American culture, religion, civil and human rights, technological changes, economic change, immigration and migration, and the creation of federal government.
 
Course Structure
This course follows a "flipped classroom" structure, meaning you will learn new course content remotely and asynchronously on Canvas, and then you will attend a one-a-week in-person class ready to apply what you've learned to activities and discussions with your instructor and classmates. Your remote class content will be delivered through weekly lecture videos and primary source readings. Attendance in your weekly class meeting is required in this course, and your presence and preparedness to participate in the weekly activity will count towards your grade.
Course Prerequisites or Other Restrictions
No prerequisites for the course.
Course Learning Objectives
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the major themes of United States History to 1865.
2. Utilize the techniques and skills of historical methodology.
3. Evaluate and assess contextually relevant evidence from qualitative and quantitative sources. 
4. Identify meaningful connections between various perspectives and interpretations. 
5. Develop informed and persuasive arguments based on significant information. 
Communication Expectations 
I will response to emails sent Monday through Thursday within 24 hours.  Messages sent on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday will receive replies within 48 hours.  If an urgent issues arsies, please phone me between the hours of 9:00 am and 9;00 pm.
 
Materials 
Required Texts
1.  The American Yawp (www.americanyawp.com)Links to an external site.
2.  Containing Multitudes: A Documentary Reader of US History Volume I:  To 1877. Edited by Wesley G. Phelps and Jennifer Jensen Wallach. This is a collection of primary sources that contains weekly required readings to be incorporated in various assignments (The list of readings is provided in each module). Purchase through AmazonLinks to an external site.Links to an external site., or access through UNT LibraryLinks to an external site..
 
Course Technology & Skills
Minimum Technology Requirements
· Computer
· Reliable internet access
· Speakers
· Microphone
· Plug-ins
· Microsoft Office Suite
Computer Skills & Digital Literacy
· Using Canvas
· Using email with attachments
· Downloading and installing software
· Using spreadsheet programs
· Using presentation and graphics programs
Technical Assistance
Part of working in the online environment involves dealing with the inconveniences and frustration that can arise when technology breaks down or does not perform as expected. Here at UNT we have a Student Help Desk that you can contact for help with Canvas or other technology issues.
UIT Help Desk: UIT Student Help Desk siteLinks to an external site. (http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm)
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu    
Phone: 940-565-2324
In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130
Walk-In Availability: 8am-9pm
Telephone Availability:
· Sunday: noon-midnight
· Monday-Thursday: 8am-midnight
· Friday: 8am-8pm
· Saturday: 9am-5pm
Laptop Checkout: 8am-7pm
Rules of Engagement
Rules of engagement refer to the way students are expected to interact with each other and with their instructors. Here are some general guidelines:
· While the freedom to express yourself is a fundamental human right, any communication that utilizes cruel and derogatory language on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal or state law will not be tolerated.
· Treat your instructor and classmates with respect in any communication online or face-to-face, even when their opinion differs from your own.
· Ask for and use the correct name and pronouns for your instructor and classmates.
· Speak from personal experiences. Use “I” statements to share thoughts and feelings. Try not to speak on behalf of groups or other individual’s experiences.
· Use your critical thinking skills to challenge other people’s ideas, instead of attacking individuals.
· Avoid using all caps while communicating digitally. This may be interpreted as “YELLING!”
· Proofread and fact-check your sources.
· Keep in mind that online posts can be permanent, so think first before you type.
See these Engagement GuidelinesLinks to an external site. (https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips) for more information.
Course Assignments and Policies
	Course Assignments

	Assignment
	Percentage of Final Grade

	Discussion Responses
	10%

	Signature Assignment
	15%

	Historical Impact Reflection
	5%

	Quizzes
· 13 Lecture Quizzes
	10%

	Recitation Activities
· 10 activities will be included in your final grade.
	30%

	Exams
· 2 Exams 
	30%

	Total
	100%


Grading         
A student’s overall letter grade for this course will be based on a standard ten-point percentage scale:
A = 90-100
B = 80-89
C = 70-79
D = 60-69
F = 50-59
To receive an A in this course, it is imperative for you to submit assignments on time, participate in recitation sections, engage with all components in each module, prepare well for exams and quizzes, and bring deeply engaged, critical thought to your discussion responses and historical reflection project.
Course Evaluation
Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) is the student evaluation system for UNT and allows students the ability to confidentially provide constructive feedback to their instructor and department to improve the quality of student experiences in the course. I will alert you to when SPOT evaluations will be opening.
Assignment Policy
Most assignments will be submitted through our online course platform, except for assignments completed in our in-person class time. You can find all assignment due dates in the syllabus. You can also find the due dates and instructions when clicking on each assignment for details in Canvas. Any written assignments should be submitted as either .DOC or .PDF.
Technical Difficulties
The University is committed to providing a reliable online course system to all users. However, in the event of any unexpected server outage or any unusual technical difficulty which prevents students from completing a time sensitive assessment activity, the instructor will extend the time windows and provide an appropriate accommodation based on the situation. Students should immediately report any problems to the instructor and contact the UNT Student Help Desk: helpdesk@unt.edu or 940.565.2324 and obtain a ticket number. The instructor and the UNT Student Help Desk will work with the student to resolve any issues at the earliest possible time.
Examination Policy
There will be 2 exams in this class.  You will be responsible for lecture, textbook, and primary source material for each exam.  Each exam will be given during a recitation meeting.  You will be allowed to utilize notes during the exam but no outside resources or tools. The format of major tests and the final examination will be discussed in our weekly meeting befire the exam day.  
Instructor Responsibilities and Feedback
· For my part in this course, I am here to facilitate a deeper level in understanding American history and to help you spark a personal relevance to history in general. To accomplish this, I work to provide clear instructions on assignments but also stress the significance of why we have these assignments. I also make myself available for any student questions or concerns throughout the course. I regularly review and update my course content as historical study is a living organism that is constantly changing. Additionally, I try to identify resources and encourage students to further study the subject of this course after it ends.
· I reply to student emails as soon as I can, mostly within a 24-hour period.
· Students can expect grades and feedback on assignments no later than 1 week after it is due.
Makeup Exams
In order to make up a quiz or exam, you must provide valid documentation for why you could not complete it on the assigned day. If allowed, students have 3 calendar days to make up the exam or they get a zero for that test score. The makeup exams may be different in structure and content than the regularly scheduled exams.  Please note that makeup quizzes and exams are not guaranteed.  Valid documentation is required and arrangements must be made with the instructor.
Late Work
If an assignment is turned in after the due date, it will lose 10% of the possible points each day. To not lose any late points on assignments or exams, students must provide the instructor with a documented university-excused absenceLinks to an external site. within 48 hours of the due date. As long as you communicate with me, I am willing to work with you depending on the circumstances.  Die to time constraints at the end of the semester, signature assignments and final exams may not be submitted after the deadline unless the instructor approves an exception dueto valid extenuating circumstabces.
Attendance Policy
Though this course is partially online, it’s important to iterate that your success in this course will directly correlate with your engagement, which includes attendance and participation in our scheduled in-person class time. The activities we complete in the recitation sections cannot be completed outside of class time, so missing multiple recitation meetings will affect this portion of your grade,  Challenge yourself to engage in all course components to get the education you deserve.
Class Participation Policy
A vital element of every class will be discussion and participation. Healthy discussion is only possible if everyone keeps up with the reading assignments. It is also expected that you give your undivided attention and support to your classmates during discussions. You can learn a great deal from listening to others. Conversations that take place in this class, or topics that we discuss may be uncomfortable to some. My hope is that you will approach this course with a sense of intellectual wonder and adventure. In this way, perhaps this course will expand what you know and understand about U.S. history. Please keep in mind that academic investigation need not be either tiresome or dull. This requires, however, that you take as much responsibility for your own education as I do in creating an environment where learning can occur for everyone. The class will be as enlightening and exciting as you help make it. I approach this work as a mutual exchange of ideas, theories, hypotheses, and propositions about historical investigation. I am not here to merely to feed you information just as you are not here to accept all that I say without thinking critically.
Syllabus Change Policy
This syllabus is subject to change at the professor’s discretion. However, any changes I make will not be substantial, and I will communicate fully with you and give you ample time to prepare.

