
world literature since 1700 
engl 2220.08, mw 12:00-1:20, audb 201 

Professor Deborah Needleman Armintor 
Contact: dna@unt.edu / 369-5018 * Office: Lang 409B * Office Hours: by Appointment 

 

         
 
 
required texts:  
Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Sections 1-3 (handout); Gateways to World Literature, Vol 2: The 17th-
Century to Today, ed. David Damrosch (Pearson, 2012); Zadie Smith, White Teeth (Vintage, 2008); Gene Luen Yang, 
American Born Chinese (Square Fish, 2008, reprint edition)  
 
writing assignments & grading: 
- Paper 1  (Due Week 10): (50% of course grade) 1 research or close-reading paper of around 7-10 pages, advancing an 
original argument (yours, of course) on any aspect of the relationship between nation and identity in any two of the texts 
we’ve read thus far in the course. Your paper must be structured around a clearly stated, thought-provoking, original 
thesis, and must demonstrate an understanding/awareness of all relevant topics and readings covered thus far in the 
course.  I will primarily be looking to see how you go beyond the obvious (and beyond what we’ve already discussed in 
class) in your arguments, analyses, and close readings of the texts you have chosen to write about.  All papers must be 
well written, and double-spaced, in a reasonable font (Times New Roman 11-12, for instance), with 1-inch margins all 
around.  Research papers must follow MLA Bibliography guidelines. Ask a UNT librarian for research and bibliography 
assistance if needed. A pre-writing conference with me is optional, to be scheduled at our mutual convenience. 
- Paper 2  (Due May 3rd): (50% of course grade); see instructions for Midterm Paper. You may choose to write about 
any two texts we’ve read in weeks 10-16. 

attendance policy: Attendance is mandatory and will be taken each class via sign-up sheet.  Your absence will be 
considered “excused” if you notify me by email before your absence or shortly thereafter. Any student responsible for 2 or 
more unexcused absences will be asked to withdraw from the course.  
disability accommodation: Students must follow the Procedure for Requesting Special Accommodation, as 
indicated in the UNT Policy Manual, Volume 3, 18.1.14, part II. According to these guidelines, “The University of North 
Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must 
first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the 
ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding 
your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation 
should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must 
obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 
http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.” 
 

http://policy.unt.edu/policy/18-1-14
http://www.unt.edu/oda


syllabus 
 
introduction: imagined communities 
Week 1 
M, 1/14: Introduction to the Course 
W, 1/16: Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities handout, Sections 1 & 2 
 
Week 2:  
M, 1/21: MLK DAY, NO CLASS 
W, 1/23: Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities handout, Section 3 
 
section 1: the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
Week 3  
M, 1/28: Voltaire, Candide, 117-156 
W, 1/30: Voltaire, Candide, 156-179 
 
Week 4: 
M, 2/4: Finish discussing Candide 
W, 2/6: Matsuo Basho, Selected Haiku, 100-103; Narrow Road to the Deep North, 103-116 
 
Week 5 
M, 2/11: Cao Xueqin, Story of the Stone, 198-236 
W, 2/13: Cao Xueqin, Story of the Stone, 236-272 
 
section 2: the nineteenth century 
Week 6 
M, 2/18: Leo Tolstoy, The Death of Ivan Ilych, 456-92 
W, 2/20: Ghalib, “Religious People Are Always Praising the Garden of Paradise” 419 
 
Week 7 
M, 2/25: Joaquim Maria Machado de Assis, The Psychiatrist, 493-520 
W, 2/27: Rabindranath Tagore, The Conclusion, 593-604 
 
section 3: the twentieth century to the present 
Week 8 
M, 3/4: Franz Kafka, “The Metamorphosis,” 750-81 
W, 3/6: T.S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” 734-6 
 
Week 9: SPRING BREAK 
 
Week 10: paper #1 due any day this week (in class or via email to dna@unt.edu) 
M, 3/18: Naguib Mahfouz, The Arabian Nights and Days, 852-66   
W, 3/20: W.B. Yeats, “The Second Coming” (printed on final page of syllabus) 
 
Week 11 
M, 3/18: Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart, 906-47 
W, 3/20: Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart, 947-89 
 
Week 12 
M, 3/25: Derek Walcott, “A Far Cry from Africa,” “Volcano,” “The Fortunate Traveller,” 898-905 



W, 3/27: Salman Rushdie, “Chekhov and Zulu,” 990-8 
 
Week 13 
M, 4/1: Murakami Haruki, “TV People,” 999-1012 
W, 4/3: Gish Jen, “Who’s Irish?” 1013-1020 
 
Week 14 
M, 4/8: Zadie Smith, White Teeth (first ¼ of novel) 
W, 4/10: Zadie Smith, White Teeth (second ¼ of novel) 
 
Week 15 
M, 4/15: Zadie Smith, White Teeth (third ¼ of novel) 
W, 4/170: Zadie Smith, White Teeth (finish the novel) 
 
Week 16 
M, 4/22: Gene Luen Yang, American Born Chinese (first half of graphic novel) 
W, 4/24: Gene Luen Yang, American Born Chinese (finish the graphic novel)  [NOTE: Today is the last day of 
class. There will be no class during Prefinals Week. There will be no final exam during Exam Week.] 
 
paper #2 due friday, may 3rd, via email (dna@unt.edu) 
 

The Second Coming (by W.B. Yeats)    
  Turning and turning in the widening gyre 
The falcon cannot hear the falconer; 
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere 
The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 
The best lack all conviction, while the worst 
Are full of passionate intensity. 
 
Surely some revelation is at hand; 
Surely the Second Coming is at hand. 
The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out 
When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi 
Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert 
A shape with lion body and the head of a man, 
A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,  
Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it 
Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds. 
The darkness drops again; but now I know 
That twenty centuries of stony sleep 
Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle, 
And what rough beast, its hour come round at last, 
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born? 

 

 
**********APPENDIX: ON PAPER PREPARATION AND PLAGIARISM POLICY*************** 

1. Preparation for your papers starts on the 1st day of class, so from day 1 be sure to: 
a) Keep up with the readings, enjoying them as much as you possibly can, while marking up your books and handouts with 
underlinings, questions (or simply question marks), ideas (whole or fragmented), connections, and potential paper topics. 
b)Take notes during class and participate in class discussion, sharing both your questions and ideas with your instructor and peers. 
 
2. Plagiarism policy for this course: Any student suspected of plagiarism will be asked to meet with me. If I determine that 
plagiarism has occurred, I will report the student to the office of academic integrity and will recommend the maximum penalty (failure 
of the course). All students have the right to appeal. for more on unt’s academic integrity policy & its definition of plagiarism: 
http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm 

http://www.amazon.com/Gene-Luen-Yang/e/B001JP26JI/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Gene-Luen-Yang/e/B001JP26JI/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
mailto:dna@unt.edu
http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm
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