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PHIL 3450.401 Philosophy of Technology INT 

Office: ENV 225F              
Hours: Monday and Wednesday 10am-12pm   
Email: dkaplan@unt.edu 
 
The philosophy of technology examines of the nature of technology as well as the effects of 
technologies on knowledge, acHviHes, socieHes, and environments.  The aim of philosophy of 
technology is to understand, evaluate, and criHcize the ways in which technologies reflect as 
well as change human life, both individually and socially.  It also examines the transformaHons 
effected by technologies on the natural world and broader ecospheres.  The assumpHon 
underlying the philosophy of technology is that devices and arHfacts transform our experience 
in ways that are philosophically relevant.  That is to say, technology not only extends our 
capaciHes and changes the world, but it does so in ways that are interesHng with respect to 
fundamental areas of philosophy.  This class will examine several important theories of 
technology and then consider the relaHonships between technology and percepHon, ethics, 
poliHcs, human nature, science, and the environment. 
 
Text: David M. Kaplan, Readings in the Philosophy of Technology, 2nd ed. (Rowman & LiTlefield)  

Requirements: First, you are expected to read every assignment. Second, you are expected to 
participate in every discussion. Every discussion is required to receive a passing grade. Third, 
you are expected to turn in every response paper. Every response paper is required to receive a 
passing grade. Fourth, you are expected to be respectful and polite to others in class. 

Grading: Your grade will be based on class discussions and eight response papers. The 
response papers are one-two page, single-spaced, commentaries, graded on a scale of 1-5. They 
should analyze (i.e., assess, criticize, and question) the readings in response to the prompt. You 
will be asked to explain an author’s position on an issue, and then evaluate, compare, or 
criticize the author’s position.  

Grading      Discussion posts  20%     Must contribute to each one for a passing grade 

                     Eight response papers 80%     All eight are required for a passing grade 

You may not use GeneraHve AI (GenAI) tools for any graded or non-graded assignments. 
 
In accordance with the UNT Honor Code, unauthorized use of GenAI tools is 
prohibited. Using GenAI content without proper credit or subsHtuHng your own work 
with GenAI undermines the learning process and violates UNT academic integrity 
policy. If you're unsure whether something is allowed, please ask. 
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Reading Schedule 
 
 

Week 1  Philosophical PerspecNves on Technology  
Heilbroner, “Do Machines Make History?” pp. 1-9  
Borgmann, “Focal Things and PracHces,” pp. 56-75 

Week 2  Heidegger, “The QuesHon Concerning Technology,” pp. 10-24 
Dreyfus, “Heidegger on Gaining a Free RelaHon to Technology,” pp. 25-33 
Ihde, “Phenomenology of Technics,” pp. 76-97   

Week 3  Technology and Ethics  
Jonas, “Technology and Responsibility,” pp. 174-184   
McGinn, “Technology, Demography, and Rights,” pp. 185-197   
Michelfelder, “Technological Ethics in a Different Voice,” pp. 198-207 

Week 4  Technology and PoliNcs 
Winner, “Do ArHfacts Have PoliHcs?” pp. 251-263 
Sclove, “Strong Democracy and Technology, pp. 278-292  
Tribe, “The ConsHtuHon in Cyberspace,” pp. 309-320 

Week 5  Technology and Human Nature 
Bostrom, “The Transhumanist FAQ,” pp. 345-360 
Kurzweil, “21st Century Bodies,” pp. 361-374 

Week 6  Dreyfus, “Why Computers May Never Think like Humans,” pp. 375-390 
Leslie, “From Future Shock to the Vico Effect,” pp. 391-416 

Week 7  
 
 

Savulesco, “GeneHc IntervenHons and the Ethics of Enhancements,” pp. 
417-430  
Elliot, “What’s Wrong with Enhancement Technology?” pp. 431-442 

Week 8  Technology and Nature 
Katz, “The Big Lie: Human RestoraHon of Nature,” pp. 443-451 
Light, “Ecological RestoraHon and the Culture of Nature,” pp. 452-467 

 

UNT Policies 

Academic Integrity Policy 

Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student 
Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, 
but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, 
and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or 
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sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. [Insert specific sanction or 
academic penalty for specific academic integrity violation.] 

ADA Policy 

UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 
seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) 
to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an 
accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s 
specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 
delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for 
every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 
class. For additional information see the ODA website (https://disability.unt.edu/). 

Prohibition of Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (Policy 16.004) 

The University of North Texas (UNT) prohibits discrimination and harassment because of race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, 
disability, genetic information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under 
applicable federal or state law in its application and admission processes; educational programs 
and activities; employment policies, procedures, and processes; and university facilities. The 
University takes active measures to prevent such conduct and investigates and takes remedial 
action when appropriate. 

Emergency Notification & Procedures 

UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the 
event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety 
emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please 
refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials. 

Retention of Student Records 

Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor 
of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted 
during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course 
completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading 
information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. 
Students have the right to view their individual record; however, information about student’s 
records will not be divulged to other individuals without proper written consent. Students are 
encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the University’s policy. See UNT Policy 10.10, Records 
Management and Retention for additional information. 

https://disability.unt.edu/
https://disability.unt.edu/
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Acceptable Student Behavior 

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any 
instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to 
leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to 
consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's 
expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including University and 
electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. Visit UNT’s Code of Student 
Conduct (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct) to learn more. 

Access to Information - Eagle Connect 

Students’ access point for business and academic services at UNT is located at: my.unt.edu. All 
official communication from the University will be delivered to a student’s Eagle Connect 
account. For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect and how to 
forward e-mail Eagle Connect (https://it.unt.edu/eagleconnect). 

Student Evaluation Administration Dates 

Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student 
evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The survey will be 
made available during weeks 13, 14 and 15 2021 of the long semesters to provide students with 
an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. Students will receive an email from "UNT 
SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey 
link. Students should look for the email in their UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and 
complete the survey. Once students complete the survey they will receive a confirmation email 
that the survey has been submitted. For additional information, please visit the SPOT website 
(http://spot.unt.edu/) or email spot@unt.edu. 

Survivor Advocacy 

UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual 
misconduct. Federal laws and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex as well as 
sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship 
violence, stalking and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide 
support and assistance. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu 
or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-5652648. 

Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses 

Federal Regulation 

https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
https://my.unt.edu/
https://it.unt.edu/eagleconnect
http://spot.unt.edu/
mailto:SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu
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To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking 
online courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website 
(http://www.ecfr.gov/). The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located 
at Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph (f)(6)(i)(G). 

The paragraph reads: 

(G) For F-1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the 
equivalent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may 
be counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through 
distance education and does not require the student's physical attendance for classes, 
examination or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance 
education course is a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or 
computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, 
audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F-1 student's course of study is in a 
language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count 
toward a student's full course of study requirement. 

University of North Texas Compliance  

To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need 
to engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which 
must be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-
campus exam, participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus 
experience integral to the completion of this course. 

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following: 

(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within 
one week of the start of the course. 

(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing 
with a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office.  ISSS has a form 
available that you may use for this purpose. 

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure 
about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, 
s/he should contact the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-
565-2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week 
deadline. 

 Student Verification 

http://www.ecfr.gov/
mailto:internationaladvising@unt.edu
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UNT takes measures to protect the integrity of educational credentials awarded to students 
enrolled in distance education courses by verifying student identity, protecting student privacy, 
and notifying students of any special meeting times/locations or additional charges associated 
with student identity verification in distance education courses. 

See UNT Policy 07-002 Student Identity Verification, Privacy, and Notification and Distance 
Education Courses (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-002). 

Use of Student Work 

A student owns the copyright for all work (e.g. software, photographs, reports, presentations, 
and email postings) he or she creates within a class and the University is not entitled to use any 
student work without the student’s permission unless all of the following criteria are met: 

• The work is used only once. 
• The work is not used in its entirety. 
• Use of the work does not affect any potential profits from the work. 
• The student is not identified. 
• The work is identified as student work. 

If the use of the work does not meet all of the above criteria, then the University office or 
department using the work must obtain the student’s written permission. 

Mental Health 

UNT provides mental health resources to students to help ensure there are numerous outlets 
to turn to that wholeheartedly care for and are there for students in need, regardless of the 
nature of an issue or its severity. Listed below are several resources on campus that can 
support your academic success and mental well-being: 

• Student Health and Wellness Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-
and-wellness-center) 

• Counseling and Testing Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-
services) 

• UNT Care Team (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care) 
• UNT Psychiatric Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-

center/services/psychiatry) 
• Individual Counseling (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-

services/services/individual-counseling) 

Additional Student Support Services 

• Registrar (https://registrar.unt.edu/registration) 
• Financial Aid (https://financialaid.unt.edu/) 

https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-002
https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-002
https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-002
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-center
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-center/services/psychiatry
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services/services/individual-counseling
https://financialaid.unt.edu/
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• Student Legal Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-legal-services) 
• Career Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/career-center) 
• Multicultural Center (https://edo.unt.edu/multicultural-center) 
• Counseling and Testing Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-

services) 
• Pride Alliance (https://edo.unt.edu/pridealliance) 
• UNT Food Pantry (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/food-pantry) 

Academic Support Services 

• Academic Resource Center (https://clear.unt.edu/canvas/student-resources) 
• Academic Success Center (https://success.unt.edu/asc) 
• UNT Libraries (https://library.unt.edu/) 
• Writing Lab (http://writingcenter.unt.edu/) 

 

https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-legal-services
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/career-center
https://edo.unt.edu/multicultural-center
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services
https://edo.unt.edu/pridealliance
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/food-pantry
https://clear.unt.edu/canvas/student-resources
https://success.unt.edu/asc
https://library.unt.edu/
http://writingcenter.unt.edu/
http://writingcenter.unt.edu/

