
  

 INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

 ECONOMICS 4850/5850 

 Spring 2011 
 

Professor:       David J. Molina 

Phone:  940-565-4543 

E-mail: david.molina@unt.edu 

Office:   220 K Hickory Hall 

Office Hrs.    Wednesday 10:30-12:00, Friday 1-3, or by appointment 

Teaching Assistant:  Taylor Bon  

TA-Office Hours: Monday and Thursday 2-5 in Hickory Hall #152.  

  

 Course Purpose and Objectives 

 

This course will examine both the theoretical basis and some current problems of 

trade between nations.  Many of the major factors that separate International Trade from 

courses focusing on trade within a nation are related to cultural differences between the 

nations.  These cultural differences will impact marketing of products and even government 

policies toward different nations.  A major section of the course is devoted to multinational 

corporations.  This section will examine the costs and benefits of direct foreign investment, 

location decisions, and the need for cross-cultural training and awareness for successful 

operations in a foreign economy.  While a solid theoretical grounding is necessary to discuss 

trade among nations, a majority of the course will be devoted to trade patterns, trade 

policies, and the obstacles created by interactions between nations that are economically and 

culturally diverse. 

 

The class will meet from 6:30 p.m. to 9:20 on Wednesdays in Chemistry 103.  Your 

class grade will be determined by your grades on three exams and homework (and a short 

paper if you are a graduate student)  

 

Grading Policy for Eco 4850 

 

Grades will be based on the student's performance on homework, two midterm 

examinations and a final. These examinations will be partly multiple choice and 

partly short answer and essay.  The final grade will be weighted as follows: 

 

Homework     15% 

Midterm I     25% 

Midterm II     25% 

Final Exam     35% 
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 Grading Policy for Eco 5850 

   

  Homework     15% 

  Midterm I     20% 

  Midterm II     20% 

  Short Paper     10% 

  Final Exam     35% 

 

 Required Texts  

 

This course will use two books: the seventh (Primis) edition of International 

Economics: Trade Theory and Policy by Appleyard, Field, and Cobb, and 

the third edition of The Choice by Roberts. Earlier editions of these texts are 

acceptable. Students should be aware that both of these books will be used 

extensively.  In addition, the course will cover materials distributed in class. 

 Finally, the text has an excellent web page that includes practice quizzes 

and other helpful items.  It can be found at http://highered.mcgraw-

hill.com/sites/007351134x/information_center_view0/ 

  

 Additional text for Graduate Students 

 

Rivoli, Travels of a T-Shirt in Global Economy,  2009 edition, Publisher: Willey 

. 

Examination Policy 

 

There will be two exams in this course; a midterm and a final.  There will be no 

make-up exams.  Students missing an exam must have a university excused absence.  

The missed points will be made up on the final exam. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE 

EXAM SCHEDULED OUTLINED BELOW IS TENTATIVE AND COULD 

CHANGE,  EXCEPT FOR THE FINAL 

 

Attendance Policy 

Class attendance will significantly increase your chances for a better understanding 

of international economics and a better grade in the course.  Class participation may 

increase your grade by getting bonus points at the end of the semester.   

 

Cell Phones, Laptops, I-pads, etc. 

Please make sure that your cell phone is turned off or in mute.  I will extend 

to you the same courtesy. It is unspeakably rude for any student’s phone or 

pager to go off during class. Similarly, texting or working online during 

class is misguided and rude. For your own sake and for the sake of your 

classmates and professor, save yourself this embarrassment. 

 

 

http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/007351134x/information_center_view0/
http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/007351134x/information_center_view0/
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 COURSE OUTLINE 

I.   Introduction 

 

 Background 

 

II. The Pure Theory of International Trade 

 

  A. Comparative Advantage 

 

  A & F Chapters 2-4 

 

  B.      Neoclassical 

 A & F Chapters 5-7 

 

  C. Factor-Proportions Theory 

A & F Chapters 8-9 

  D.     Alternative Theories and Extensions 

A & F Chapter 10 

 

III. Trade Policy 

  A. Tariff & Non-Tariff Barriers 

A & F Chapters 13-14 

 

  B.      Protectionism 

A & F Chapter 15 

The Choice 

 

  C. U. S. Commercial Policy 

A & F Chapter 16 

 

  D. Economic Integration 

A & F Chapter 17 

 

  E. International Factor Movements and Multinational Corporations 

A & F Chapter 12 

 

  F. Trade Problems of Developing Nations 

A & F Chapter 18 

 

  G. Conclusion (new issues in international trade) 

Additional readings may be assigned in class as necessary. 
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Class dates and tentative assignments: 

August 31    sections I 

September 7   sections IIA 

September 14   section IIA,B 

September 21  section IIB   

September 28  First Midterm 

October 5  section IIC  

October 12  section IID 

October 19  section IIIA  

October 26  section IIIB  

November 2  Second Midterm  

November 9  section IIID  

November 16  section IIIF  

November 30  section IIIG  

December 7  Review  

December 14    Final Exam  
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Cheating and Plagiarism 
 

The UNT Department of Economics adheres to the University’s Policy on 

Cheating and Plagiarism.  To view the complete policy go to 

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-

Academic_Integrity.pdf 

 

Cheating:  The use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise, 

including but not limited to: 

 

1. use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes or other 

assessments; 

2. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the 

instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems or 

carrying out other assignments; 

3. acquisition, without permission, of tests, notes or other academic 

materials belonging to a faculty or staff member of the University; 

4. dual submission of a paper or project, or re-submission of a paper or 

project to a different class without express permission from the 

instructor; 

5. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage on an 

academic assignment. 

 

Plagiarism:  Use of another’s thoughts or words without proper attribution in 

any academic exercise, regardless of the student’s intent, including but not 

limited to: 

 

1. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the 

published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 

acknowledgement or citation. 

2. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by 

another person or by an agency engaged in selling term papers or other 

academic materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
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*************************************************************** 

 Disability Accommodation 
 

If you have a disability for which you will require accommodation under the 

terms of the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, please discuss your needs with me after class or at 

office hours. 

 

The Economics Department cooperates with the Office of Disability 

Accommodation (ODA) to make reasonable accommodations for qualified 

students with disabilities.  If you have not registered with ODA, we encourage 

you to do so.  Please present your written accommodation request on or before 

the 4th class day. 
 


