
ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIOLOGY 
SOCI 4260.001 

Fall 2009 
 

Instructor: Dr. Rodeheaver 
Class Location/Period: TH 120  Tue/Thu 11:00 AM – 12:20 PM 
Course Website: Blackboard (www.ecampus.unt.edu) 
Course E-mail: Use the internal email exclusive to the Blackboard site. 
Office & Hours: Chilton Hall 397-E; Tuesdays & Thursdays, beginning at 1:30 PM 
On-line Office Hours: Fridays 8:00 – 11:00 AM 
Office Telephone: (940) 565-2285 (Note: email is the preferred means of contact.) 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS 

 
Bell, Michael Mayerfeld. 2009. An Invitation to Environmental Sociology. (3rd edition) New York: Pine Forge. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
 
Within the framework of human evolution and history, humans have "successfully" adapted to their environments, 
specifically by means of their cultures. In turn, this adaptation pattern has played an important role in the socio-
cultural evolution of human societies. In other words, there is clearly a crucial linkage between the environment 
and society. However, the nature of that link is not so clear. Environmental Sociology tries to make sense of this 
process. 
 
In the most generic (and popular) sense, environment is defined in terms of physical objects and/or conditions. 
Ecology, on the other hand, has come to be considered the domain of the field of biology, in which this term refers 
to the relationship among organisms and to their surroundings, including the environment. Since at least the 
1920's, human ecology – the predominant subfield in American sociology at the time – has referred to the study of 
the interaction between people and their environments. However, these definitions and conceptions of 
environment and ecology may be much too general for any real application. 
 
Bell (p. 2), the author of one of your texts poses the question: "What does sociology have to do with the 
environment?" Then, he states: "Environmental sociology is the study of community in the largest sense. People, 
other animals, land, water, air - all of these are closely interconnected. Together they form a kind of solidarity, 
what we have come to call ecology." This reflects a series of assumptions about the nature of the relationship 
between human societies and their environments. However, should we necessarily accept his assumptions or, at 
least, question them as a means of determining their relevance? 
 
One of the purposes of this course is to consider the nature of the relationship between humans, their societies 
and their environments. Another is to introduce the student to and provide an overview of environmental 
sociology. Some of the general objectives of this course include: 
 

1. To increase the student’s awareness and understanding of the society in which we live, the social 
phenomena which we observe, and the world in which we live; 

2. To come closer to clarity in what the terms, environment and ecology, mean; 
3. To introduce the student to the field of and some of the theories and methods employed in sociology, 

particularly environmental sociology; 
4. To generate an appreciation for and critical analysis of the interaction between humans and their 

environments; and, 
5. To develop a deeper understanding of the environment and what it has to do with us. 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES 

 
Although much of this course will be conducted in a lecture format, you will be expected to respond to and discuss 
verbal, in-class questions from me. Therefore, three factors are considered vital to your success in this course: 1) 
regular and prompt attendance, 2) preparation, and 3) participation. Attendance is mandatory. Please refer to the 
UNT Student Handbook for university policy on absences and related consequences. If you are absent from this 
class during all of the first week, and you do not have an "official" excuse from the University, then you may be 
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withdrawn from the class. As for preparation and participation, I expect you to read the assigned materials and be 
prepared to discuss them before you come to each class session. Also, you must participate in the weekly 
discussions over the readings, etc., connecting them to current events, etc. Although there is no grade for this 
exercise, your participation in discussions may be used in determining any “benefit of doubt” with regards to your 
final course grade. Finally, you must check the website for this course on a regular basis. Throughout the 
semester, I will post important information and topics as a means of prompting discussions. I strongly encourage 
each of you to use the chat system for this course for material and topic discussions. With the exception of 
weekends and holidays, I usually check my course email regularly and respond within 24 hours. 
 

GRADES AND GRADING STRUCTURE 
 
The final grade for this class will be based on: 1) two midterm exams, and 2) the final exam. 
 
Exams: There will be two three exams, which will – most likely - be administered via Blackboard. You will need 
your EUID and password to get access to this site. Each exam will be worth 100 points. These exams will cover 
the assigned readings and lectures. These must be taken during the scheduled time periods, as makeup exams 
will not be given. They will be timed (and may vary in length and/or time. When taking these, you are not allowed 
to use books, notes, etc. Usually, grades will be posted on the course website as soon as possible. Prior to each 
exam, please check your "Announcements" for more details. Although the final exam will be comprehensive, it will 
give special attention to the readings, lectures and discussions covered since the second midterm. It is scheduled 
for December 15, Tuesday, beginning at 10:30 AM. Failure to show up on time may result in a zero for the final 
exam and an F for the course. 
 
Extra Credit: If you wish to receive extra credit in this course, you may write a paper that critically evaluates one of 
the following books (upon my approval): 
 

Diamond, Jared. 2005. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed. New York: Viking. 
Friedman, Thomas L. 2008. Hot, Flat, and Crowded. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

 
You must connect it to the reading in Bell and material from lectures. This paper will be worth up to 10 percent of 
your final grade (i.e., one letter grade or 30 points). Excluding the title and reference pages, this paper should be 
about 10 pages in length, with one inch margins on all sides, using a font size of 12. It will be due December 10 
(Thursday) at the beginning of class. 
 
 

GRADES-RELATED INFORMATION 
 

Final Grading Scale  Final Grade Range 
Midterm Exam I =  100 pts.  A = 270 - 300 
Midterm Exam II =  100 pts.  B = 240 - 269 
Final Exam =  100 pts.  C = 210 - 239 

Total =  300 pts.  D = 180 - 209 
   F = 0 - 179 

 
 

EXAM SCHEDULE 
 

Exam Day Date Materials to be Covered 
Midterm I THU Oct 1 Weeks 1 – 5 
Midterm II THU Nov 5 Weeks 6 – 10 
Final TUE Dec 15 Comprehensive, esp. Weeks 11-15 
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TOPICS & READING SCHEDULE 

 
Week  THU Topic Reading 

1 August 27 Course Introduction Bell, Preface& Chapter 1 
2 September 3 As a Field of Inquiry Bell, Part I & Chapter 2 
3 September 10 Theoretical Approaches Bell, Chapter 3 
4 September 17 Discourse Bell, Chapter 4 
5 September 24 Power and Ecology Bell, Chapter 5 
6 October 1 Review & Midterm Exam I no assigned reading 
7 October 8 Social Construction Bell, Part II & Chapter 6 
8 October 15 The Media Bell, Chapter 7 
9 October 22 Science and Scientists Bell, Chapter 8 

10 October 29 Risk and Disaster Bell, Chapter 9 
11 November 5 Review & Midterm Exam II no assigned reading 
12 November 12 Biodiversity Bell, Part III 
13 November 19 Environment and Society Bell, Chapter 10 
14 November 26 Globalization Bell, Chapter 11 
15 December 3 Course Conclusion & Review no assigned reading 

 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

 
Student Conferences: I encourage in and out of classroom input and welcome the opportunity to assist students. 
The quickest and most efficient means for contacting me and privately discussing issues or problems is by e-mail. 
For purposes of the course, please use the mail system found in the Blackboard site for this course. 
 
Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty (e.g., cheating and plagiarism) will not be tolerated at any time. Any 
person suspected of academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the policies and procedures set 
forth by the University of North Texas and the Department of Sociology. You will find the complete provisions of 
the code in the student handbook. Please note that I take academic dishonesty very seriously and its 
consequences will be very harsh. 

Plagiarism is one of the most serious offenses in the academic world, yet one of the most easily avoided. 
Plagiarism not only includes using material directly lifted from the original sources without properly citing 
them, but also paraphrasing ideas (and materials, etc.) without proper citation. 

 
Disabilities Accommodations:  The University of North Texas seeks to provide appropriate academic adjustments 
for all individuals with disabilities. This University will comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, 
regulations and guidelines, specifically Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), with respect to providing appropriate academic adjustments to afford equal educational 
opportunity. However, it is the responsibility of the student to register with and provide medical verification and 
academic schedules to Disability Support Services (DSS) at the beginning of each semester and no later than the 
second week of school unless otherwise determined by the coordinator. You also must contact me in a timely 
manner to arrange for appropriate academic adjustments. Appropriate adjustments and auxiliary aid are available 
for persons with disabilities. Call 565-2456 (TDD access 1-800-735-2989). 
 
Religious Obligations and Holidays: If you intend to miss class sessions for religious reasons sometime during the 
semester, you must notify me in writing by the second week of classes. 
 
Additional Notes: Unauthorized absence from an exam will automatically result in the grade of “F” for both the 
examination and course. Also, please note that I will determine what constitutes an “authorized absence.” It is 
your responsibility to provide those excuses promptly. Make sure that you acquire the correct edition of the Bell 
text. Also, I recommend buying the Diamonds and Friedman books at Costco, Sam’s, Wal-Mart’s, etc. They run 
about $12 to $14 for hardback copies (the paperback versions are cheaper still). Turning in work late will result in 
point deductions. Also, unauthorized absence from an exam will automatically result in the grade of “F” for both 
the examination and course. Also, please note that I will determine what constitutes an “authorized absence.” It is 
your responsibility to provide those excuses promptly. Finally, I reserve the right to change or make adjustments 
to this syllabus as I see fit. 


