University of North Texas Deparment of Dance and Theatre
Choreography lll & Laboratory | DANC 3250.001 | DANC 3250.01 |
Spring 2025

Instructor: Daniel Garcia,MFA ( He/Him/His)
Email: Daniel.garcia3@unt.edu
Office Hours: MW 10:30-12:00 or by appointment DATH 103G
You may email me at any time. | will respond within 48 hours (except over the weekends)

Lab: 4hrs/week
M-F 7am- 10 pm | S-SU 7am-10pm
DATH 110

Course Description & Overview:

The purpose of this course is to address creativity, vision, and craft in making dances. To improve
choreographic ability and understanding, we delve into exercises and sources for movement
investigation, shape solos and group work from the source material, uncover structures that fit the
various content, and heighten each dance composition via conscious attention to the
moment-to-moment unfolding of a dance. As artists, self-assessment and peer reviews with
constructive feedback are also part of the content of this course. Through numerous physical
experiences, readings, and viewings, students will engage with observation skills, movement learning,
contextual and comparative analysis, and descriptive and critical communication about dance.

Each student creates (3) choreographic studies in response to various exercises. Students will
complete solo and group works, some of which will be presented as part of the final project in an
informal performance setting for an audience.



Lab/Studio Credit:

This course meets weekly on Monday and Wednesday. In addition to normal class meetings, this
course requires students to also participate in 4 hours of Independent Lab work per week in a UNT
dance studio within the times of: 7 am - 10 pm. This time will be used for self-studies and group
rehearsals throughout the semester. You are accountable and responsible for your time and out of
class studio assignments. STUDENT MUST ENROLL IN LAB HOURS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS
COURSE.

Requests must be submitted AND approved before the studio is confirmed. UNT Dance and Theatre
Room Reservation Link: https://dathrooms.bookedscheduler.com. You will need to register an
account if this is your first time reserving a room with this system. Change the notification settings on
your account so that you receive emails when your reservation has been approved/denied/moved.

Course Prerequisites:
DANC 1250, DANC 2250, DANC 2060
Concurrent enroliment in Contemporary Technique Level IV or higher

Learning Outcomes:

This course will tap into multiple modes of learning, incorporated through movement, physical
experimenting, written responses, readings, visual observation, verbal responses and giving &
applying constructive feedback.

Upon successful completion of this course students will:

1. Increase the palette of creative approaches to dance making and identify critical frameworks
useful for evaluating the impact of one’s work

2. Demonstrate an ability to observe and perceive choreography and apply strategies for critical
reading and observing dances

3. Heighten verbal and written language, which describes and responds to dances 4.

Demonstrate an ability to facilitate, coach, and rehearse dances with others 5.

Design and execute varied production tasks in the mounting of a dance production 6.

Demonstrate an ability to work with modern and postmodern music compositions

Exemplary Objectives for Visual and Performing Arts:
1. To demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts.

2. To understand those works as expressions of individual and human values within diverse
historical, social and cultural contexts.

3. To engage in a creative process or interpretive act in order to comprehend the physical and
intellectual demands required of the author or visual/performing artist.

4. To develop an appreciation for the aesthetic principles that guide or govern the

arts.



UNT Core Objectives:
1. Gain an awareness of fundamental areas of knowledge and the interrelationships among them.
2. Gain the skills required to explore and test ideas.

3. Have the ability to read intelligently, write clearly and speak well.
4. Value different ideas, perspectives, cultures and viewpoints.

5. Demonstrate personal and social responsibility.

Course Materials and Supplies:

Nagrin, Daniel. Choreography and the Specific Image: Nineteen Essays and a Workbook.
Pittsburgh, PA: U of Pittsburgh, 2001.
Additional articles and readings will be provided.

Major Course Assignments and Examinations:
Assignments may include viewing and listening to videotapes and online audio resources.

1. Daily In-Class Engagement: Discussions, Exercises & Choreographic Experiments: Students
demonstrate
e ability to make connections between the various concepts discussed throughout the semester,
their interaction with the readings, and other viewing materials assigned.
e clear ability to understand and articulate the concepts presented in class, both cognitively and
physically.
e prompt arrival, not only by being on time, but by preparing their body to move, by asking
questions, and by exploring daily movement studies fully.
e contribution to creating a better environment for the class through observation of their peers,
constructive criticism, and bringing a supportive attitude to class.

2. Reading Responses and Discussion: Each week students are expected to bring two reflections,
comments, and/or questions, grounded in the assigned reading. These responses will guide our class
discussion. The responses will be submitted to the instructor through Canvas and a copy brought to
class.

You are asked to engage and interact with the text in order to assert your own agency in our class
discussions and in the field of dance. | charge you to be an active participant and learner in class.

2. Journals:

Suggest a blank page (no lines) bound/artist sketchbook. Bring to class everyday.

Writing in journals for note taking is encouraged during class!

There will be 5 minutes given for journaling at the end or during class.

Journaling will also include outside musings and observations from rehearsals & “dailyness”
that applies to your creative process.

e Video Journals will also be taken during lab hours.



3. Each student creates (3) choreographic studies in response to a variety of exercises. Students will
complete solo and group works, some of which will be presented as part of the final project in an
informal performance setting for an audience. Peer, instructor, and personal feedback will be included
in the showing process, in addition to evaluation of concepts presented, ability to use a range of
perspectives to generate material and creative choice-making to structure original ideas, evidence of
innovative vocabulary, and creative solutions. Analysis will reference, but is not limited to, videos of
the dance works, strengths and opportunities of process and product, the required and supplemental
text for the course, and relevant insights from journal entries, which shed light on the student’s
process and product for the dance work(s).

4. Students will present adjudicated work in concert and be evaluated on presentation of adjudicated
work, production value, work ethic, and professionalism. Students will support production efforts via
audition, casting, production roles, bio/photo, media release, set-up, and strike.

Activities, Assignments, and Grading Policy:

25% Daily In-Class Engagement: Discussions, Exercises & Choreographic Experiments
20% Reading Responses

30% Completion & Evaluation of Studies 1-3

15% Journals: Written & Video

10% Concert Event/Production

**Students Must Attend to one of the Black Label Movement Performances [Thursday January 30
1:00 or 7:00 pm at the University Theatre Tickets are free for UNT students (If thereis a
conflict communicate with Professor as soon as possible)

Grading Scale:
90-100: A; 89-80: B; 79-70: C; 69-60: D; 59 and below: F

How to Keep Track of Your Grade Throughout the Semester

Canvas allows you two ways to keep a running or continual track of where your grade is with the
graded record of each assignment. If you scroll all the way to the right in your gradebook screen, you
will see a "Running Total" and a "Running Weighted Total." The Running Total adds up your points in
relation to the total points possible to accumulate throughout the entire course.

The Running Weighted Total keeps track of how your points are calculated in relation to the assigned
percentage for each assignment. In this class, the easiest way to keep track of your grade is
through the percentage level you receive through the Running Weighted Total. It will tell you
where you are in terms of your grade scale with each assignment.

EVALUATION METHODS:
e Creative work is evaluated on the basis of originality, evidence of preparedness, growth in
solving creative problems, application of the concepts presented, and efforts towards




revision/editing of the dance work when necessary.

e Written work and course assignments are graded on fulfillment of the assigned parameters, as
well as content, attention to detail, organization, language & grammar, analytical processing,
insights, imagination, and presentation.

e Engagement and contribution in class discussions and movement investigations are expected.

e Preparation for class includes completion of and reflection on assigned readings, as well as

prepared ideas for discussion. Class participation will reflect student demonstration of the

following:
1. arrive ready
2. ability to articulate and engage the concepts presented in class
3. contribution to creating a better environment for all

Additional Information:

Students must have access to UNT’s Canvas platform and UNT outlook (email). Very
Important: Lack of access to a computer or technical problems with a computer is not
an acceptable excuse for missing assignments or meeting deadlines. Plan ahead and
develop a backup plan.

» Students must also save a copy of the important course documents and course
assignments on their computers or memory stick in the event that Canvas or the

UNT web site becomes unavailable.

« Students should use only their UNT e-mail account when communicating with the
instructor, classmates, and completing online coursework.

+ Students must make a consistent practice of sending a carbon copy to themselves of any
email they send out in order to document their work and to keep these in a designated
electronic computer folder on their own computer or external drive.

ATTENDANCE AND ENGAGEMENT:

This class is concerned with the intellectual and physical development of the choreographic process.
Evaluations are based on development from class to class, week to week, and the course of the
semester. Therefore, it is imperative to be present and working through class discussions, studies,
and activities during all class meetings.

More than 2 absences from class will result in dropping a letter grade. Beyond 5 absences, you will be
asked to drop the course, in accordance with the UNT Attendance Policy. There are no excused
absences beyond UNT’s Student Attendance and Authorized Absences Policy. Students are
responsible for requesting an excused absence in writing, providing satisfactory evidence to
substantiate the request (including COVID iliness/quarantine). A reasonable deadline will be agreed
upon between faculty of record and student. A student needing assistance verifying absences due to
illness or extenuating circumstances for all courses should contact the Dean of Students office. The
Dean of Students office will verify the student’s documentation and advocate on the student’s behalf,
as appropriate, to instructors.

In the event of an absence, students are responsible for notifying the instructor, prior to the absence if
possible, as well as the material or content covered, in addition to completing the journal requirements
including video and/or written responses.

It is expected that you should not arrive late to class or ask to leave early. Please plan to arrive 5-10
minutes early to prepare yourself for practice. Late arrivals will be reflected in daily professional
engagement. Students arriving more than 5 minutes late may not be allowed to fully participate in the
class.



LATE WORK:

Late work is not permitted in this class after 24 hours from the deadline (10% immediately deducted
from late submissions after deadline). Exceptions to this policy will only be considered for extreme
extenuating circumstances. Students must speak with the instructor immediately if they foresee a
problem in submitting their work on time.

If the student has not amassed at least 30% of their 100 % grade by mid-term, the student will
receive an unsatisfactory progress notice. If the student continues making unsatisfactory
progress he or she will be asked to drop the course.

All required assignments in this course may be checked for plagiarism using Turnitin.com

CLASSROOM POLICIES:

It is expected that you will be respectful, supportive, and tolerant of each of your colleagues in this
class. A multitude of topics and images will be presented in class that may cause discomfort and may
reflect one’s life, familial, or cultural experiences. When engaging in critical discussions, it is important
to be mindful of how our words and body language can impact others. This is also a general life skill
that will serve you outside of the academic setting.

No food or drinks in the classroom, besides water in a closed container. Please dress in comfortable,
but not baggy clothing. Socks are permitted for warm-up only, but not suggested. Turn cell phone
sound OFF when entering the classroom. Phones may be utilized for documenting choreographic
experiments and studies.

Class Recordings & Student Likenesses

In-class performances of movement material in this course may be recorded for students enrolled in
this class section to refer to throughout the semester. Class recordings are the intellectual property of
the university or instructor and are reserved for use only by students in this class and only for
educational purposes. Students may not post or otherwise share the recordings outside the class, or
outside the Canvas Learning Management System, in any form. Failing to follow this restriction is a
violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and could lead to disciplinary action.

Technical Assistance

Part of working in the online environment involves dealing with the inconveniences and frustration
that can arise when technology breaks down or does not perform as expected. Here at UNT we
have a Student Help Desk that you can contact for help with Canvas or other technology issues.
UIT Help Desk: UIT Student Help Desk site (http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm)

Email: helpdesk@unt.edu
Phone: 940-565-2324
In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130
Walk-In Availability: 8am-9pm
Telephone Availability:
e Sunday: noon-midnight
e Monday-Thursday: 8am-midnight
e Friday: 8am-8pm




e Saturday: 9am-5pm
Laptop Checkout: 8am-7pm

For additional support, visit Canvas Technical Help (https://community.canvasims.com/docs/DOC
10554-4212710328)

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:

UNT'’s Policy of Academic Dishonesty found in the Student Handbook applies to this course. If caught
plagiarizing (meaning copying) published sources or another student you will be referred to the Office
of Student Rights and Responsibilities and you will also fail this course. This policy also applies if you
are caught falsifying your attendance or misrepresenting your work in any way. For your own sake,
please be sure that you are familiar with the rules and regulations regarding Academic Dishonesty.
“The term ‘plagiarism’ includes, but is not limited to: 1. The knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or
direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear
acknowledgement [or citation] and/or 2. The knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials
prepared by another person or by an agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic
materials.”

-http://www.unt.edu/csrr/student_conduct/misconduct.html

STUDENT BEHAVIOR IN THE CLASSROOM:

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students'
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum
at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the
instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider
whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations
for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom,
labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at
www.unt.edu/csrr

STUDENT OBLIGATIONS TO ACADEMIC/PRODUCTION WORK:

DT students are expected to budget and organize their time and efforts in order to meet both their
academic and production commitments satisfactorily and on time. The faculty and staff recognize that
the academic and production assignments within the Department, as well as outside employment,
athletics, and other obligations, sometimes impose conflicting pressures on DT students. One of the
principal responsibilities of each student is to carefully identify and monitor the commitments that
comprise his/her production work and outside obligations do not constitute an excused absence from
DT classes or from the completion of any required class assignments.

DISABILITIES STATEMENT-MOVEMENT:

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with
disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of
Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide



you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion
regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time,
however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the
semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of
reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to
implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable
accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to
ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the
student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at
http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Course Communication:
General Guidelines

e Remember that college communication is still professional communication. Use correct spelling
and grammar and always double-check your response before hitting send or reply. Do not use
slang and limit the use of emoticons.

e Use standard, readable fonts, sizes, and colors and avoid writing in all caps. e Use your
instructor’s title of “Dr.” or “Professor,” or if you don’t know use “Mr.” or “Ms.” Do not use “Mrs.”
to address female instructors unless told otherwise by said instructor. ¢ Be mindful of tone in
online communication as it lacks the nonverbal cues of face-to-face communication that provide
clarity and context to conversations.

e Respect the personal identities of others based on gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, class,
and/or culture.

e Respect the privacy of yourself, your instructor, and your peers. Keep in mind what you reveal
and do not reveal, particularly if this information involves personal health and/or classroom
performance, such as grades.

e Give people the benefit of the doubt. Though there may be a computer between you, there are
people on the other side of the screen.

e Do not make assumptions about others’ technological skills. Technological skills vary across a
variety of factors, including experience, age, culture, etc.

Communicating via Email

e Check the syllabus before asking a question about the course and let the instructor know you
checked the syllabus before asking. Instructors put a lot of time into making syllabi as
comprehensive as possible for students.

e Use a descriptive subject line to get the instructor’s attention. Instructors receive a lot of emails
and a descriptive subject line helps them identify student inquiries more efficiently. @ Be concise
and to the point.

Discussion Board Communication

e Treat your posts like the professional communication that they are. Use correct spelling and
grammar and always double-check a response before hitting send or reply. Do not use slang
and limit the use of emoticons.

e Read all the messages in a thread before replying so you do not repeat something one of your
peers may have already said.

e Avoid replies such as “l agree” and instead explain why you agree or do not agree.
e Show your work by sharing resources and utilizing citations.



e When disagreeing, do not make personal attacks or use language that discriminates based on
gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, class, and/or culture.

Academic Support & Student Services
Mental Health
UNT provides mental health resources to students to help ensure there are numerous outlets to turn to that
wholeheartedly care for and are there for students in need, regardless of the nature of an issue or its severity.
Listed below are several resources on campus that can support your academic success and mental well-being:
e Student Health and Wellness Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness
center)
e Counseling and Testing Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services)
e UNT Care Team (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care)
e UNT Psychiatric Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness
center/services/psychiatry)
e Individual Counseling (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing
services/services/individual-counseling)
Chosen Names
A chosen name is a name that a person goes by that may or may not match their legal name. If you have a
chosen name that is different from your legal name and would like that to be used in class, please let the
instructor know. Below is a list of resources for updating your chosen name at UNT. ® UNT Records
e UNTID Card
e UNT Email Address
e Legal Name
*UNT eulDs cannot be changed at this time. The collaborating offices are working on a process to make this
option accessible to UNT community members.
Pronouns
Pronouns (she/her, they/them, he/him, etc.) are a public way for people to address you, much like your name,
and can be shared with a name when making an introduction, both virtually and in-person. Just as we ask and
don’t assume someone’s name, we should also ask and not assume someone’s pronouns. You can add your
pronouns to your Canvas account so that they follow your name when posting to discussion boards,
submitting assignments, etc.
Below is a list of additional resources regarding pronouns and their usage:
o What are pronouns and why are they important?
o0 How do | use pronouns?
© How do | share my pronouns?
© How do | ask for another person’s pronouns?
o How do | correct myself or others when the wrong pronoun is used?

Additional Student Support Services
e Registrar (https://registrar.unt.edu/registration)
e Financial Aid (https://financialaid.unt.edu/)
e Student Legal Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-legal-services)
e Career Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/career-center)
e Multicultural Center (https://edo.unt.edu/multicultural-center)
e Counseling and Testing Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services)
e Pride Alliance (https://edo.unt.edu/pridealliance)
e UNT Food Pantry (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/food-pantry)
Academic Support Services
e Academic Resource Center (https://clear.unt.edu/canvas/student-resources)
e Academic Success Center (https://success.unt.edu/asc)
e UNT Libraries (https://library.unt.edu/)

e Writing Lab (http://writingcenter.unt.edu/)




*To graduate, students majoring in dance and theatre must maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of
2.5 in dance courses, make a B in dance technique courses and at least a C in all other dance
courses comprising their major.

*Students who miss the first day of class without consent of the instructor are subject to be
administratively dropped from the course so that other students may be added. Students who must
miss the first day of class because of illness or some other acceptable excuse must notify the
instructor on record the day of the absence.

***The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus as necessary.



