	UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS
	Department of Sociology
	SOC 4260:  Environmental Sociology:
Sustainable Community Development
	Fall, 2020, T/TR 11:00-12:20, Cury, Room 103
Dale E. Yeatts, Ph.D.								Sycamore Hall, Suite 288J
Office Hours: by appointment					Phone:  940-565-2238
(we can meet in-person or						email:	yeatts@unt.edu    
by appt)								http://www.yeatts.us

I. Learning Objectives

	A. to gain knowledge regarding factors that improve or decrease the sustainability of communities over time, focusing on the importance of the environment, social conditions, and economic vitality.  Communities range from neighborhoods and cities, to regions of the U.S., to cities and regions found in other countries.  Sustainability refers to a community’s ability to maintain a healthy physical, social, and economic environment.  
	B.	to understand the historical development of the sustainability (environmental) movement
	C.	to gain knowledge of research methods for studying communities/neighborhoods and, more specifically, how to determine what neighborhood characteristics affect the health of its residents and consequently the sustainability of the neighborhood.
	D.	to gain knowledge of the public policies and community organizations nationally and internationally that influence the environment and community development either positively or negatively

II. Learning Components

A.  Readings: To help meet the objectives, the following books are required reading (available on Amazon.com and at UNT bookstore):

Required:
Mazmanian, Daniel A. and Kraft, Stephen A. (2009).  Toward Sustainable Communities, 2nd Edition.  Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT Press. 

Duncan, Dustin T. and Kawachi, Ichiro (2018).  Neighborhoods and Health 2nd Edition.  London:  Oxford University Press. 

			B.	Class time:  will be focused on the objectives through class lectures, discussions, videos, and when it can be arranged professionals speaking to the class

III.	Course Policies

A.	Class Attendance:  regular and punctual class attendance is expected.  It will be difficult to master all the material if class is missed. While students will not be penalized for missing class they will be penalized for coming to class late or leaving class early since these disrupt the class. If you need to come late or leave early, please let Dr. Yeatts know beforehand.  Students can gain extra credit points by attending class (see below).  Students who miss a lot of class will be given no leeway in grading while students who miss no or only a few classes will be given much leeway in grading.

B.	Academic integrity:  as the student guidebook points out, academic integrity is required.  Plagiarism and cheating will result in failure and a report to the Dean.

	C.	Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior (including continual texting during class) will not receive extra credit for class attendance and may be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr

D.	Special Needs:  UNT’s counseling center provides free career and personal counseling to UNT students (up to 8 sessions per year).  Appointments can be made by calling 940-565-2741.  I strongly encourage you to use this service particularly if you are struggling through a difficult time in your life.  It certainly can’t hurt and it may help a great deal (the Dept of Psychology also offers counseling services).  For our class, appropriate adjustments and auxiliary aid are available for persons with disabilities.  See Dr. Yeatts and/or call 817-565-2456 (TDD access 1-800-735-2989).

E.	Cell Phones, texting, and not giving attention: you should know that many professors and instructors find it insulting when a student in class is constantly texting or using his/her phone or otherwise focused on other things than class.  Consequently, if the time comes that the student wants some “leeway” in her/his grade, and the student has constantly not paid attention during class, no leeway will be given and points could be removed.

F.	Laptops may not be used in class unless the student sits in the front row.  Unfortunately, past experience shows that some students with laptops use them for purposes other than the class and this, in turn, distracts students around them.

G.	Grading:  final grades will be based on the following:

1.	Four (4) tests will be given worth 25% each of your final grade.  The tests are cumulative only to the extent that it will be difficult to understand one chapter without having read and understood the previous chapters. The format is expected to include multiple choice, true/false questions and discussion questions.  Grades will be posted on Dr. Yeatts’ web page. (go to www.yeatts.us, click on 4260: Sustainable Community Development, click on grades).

You are responsible for using the restroom prior to the beginning of a test so do not ask to use the restroom in the middle of a test (unfortunately a few of us would use this as an opportunity to review our notes in the middle of taking the test).

		2.	Test Dates:

			Sept. 22 (Tuesday)	Test 1								25%
			Oct. 15 (Thursday)	Test 2								25%
			Nov. 10 (Tuesday)	Test 3								25%
			Dec. 8 (Tuesday)	Test 4 (during exam week, on-line through Canvas)	25%
			
3.	Make-up Tests:  may be allowed within one week from the original exam day.  The test score will be reduced by one letter grade unless there is documentation or other means of verifying an illness or other serious situation.

4.	Class Participation: Those who contribute meaningful, thoughtful, and knowledgeable comments/ideas will receive extra points added to their final grade if their final grade is close to the next higher grade (unless the student has missed a lot of class). For example, an 88 could be raised to a 90. Similarly, those who attend all (or almost all) classes will receive extra points.

5.	Extra Credit Opportunities:  There are two ways to obtain extra credit.  Please see the “Opportunities for Extra Credit” below for details.

H.	How to Study for Tests:  

1.	Read carefully and give thought to the assigned chapters to be covered on the test (ideally keep up weekly; there are not a lot of pages to read but there is a lot of information and thought provoking ideas within the pages).  
2.	Learn the major concepts and ideas presented in the chapters.
3.	Learn the information provided during class and on Power Point slides provided on Dr. Yeatts’ webpage (www.yeatts.us).
4.	Study guide questions will be placed on Dr. Yeatts’ web page (www.yeatts.us) a few days before the test is given (the study guide will not be created until after the test has been created which is a few days before the test is given). The study guide questions will be developed from the test questions.  The study guide will provide a good “practice test.”  If you can answer the study guide questions you will increase your chances of knowing the answers to the test questions.  On the other hand, only using the study guide questions to study for the test would make it difficult to obtain a high grade.






IV.	Schedule of Class Topics and Reading Assignments

Week 1 (August 25): 
	Overview of class
	What is Sustainable Development?

Weeks 2 (September 1):  
	Mazmanian and Kraft: Forward and Preface
	Mazmanian and Kraft: Chapter 1: “The Three Epochs of the Environmental Movement” 

Weeks 3 (September 8):
Mazmanian and Kraft:  Chapter 2: “Conceptual and Analytical Challenges in Building Sustainable Communities”

Week 4 (September 15):
Mazmanian and Kraft: Chapter 3: “Regulating for the Future: A New Approach for Environmental governance
		

Test 1 on Mazmanian and Kraft Chapters 1-3, (September 22, Tuesday)

(all PowerPoint slides shown in class will be provided before the test on Dr. Yeatts’ webpage; films listed in the syllabus may or may not be shown depending on time available)

Week 5 (September 24): 
Mazmanian and Kraft: Chapter 8: “Climate Change and Multilevel Governance: The Evolving State and Local Roles”

Week 6 (October 1):	
Mazmanian and Kraft: Chapter 9: “Sustainability in American Cities:  A Comprehensive Look at What Cities Are Doing and Why”

Week 7 (October 8): 
Duncan and Kawachi: Forward
	Duncan and Kawachi: Chapter 1:  “Neighborhoods and Health: A Progress Report”


Test 2 on Mazmanian and Kraft Chapters 8 and 9; Duncan and Kawachi: Forward and Chapter 1 (October 15, Thursday)

(all PowerPoint slides shown in class will be provided before the test on Dr. Yeatts’ webpage; films listed in the syllabus may or may not be shown depending on time available)


Week 8 (October 20)
Duncan and Kawachi: Chapter 3: “Quantitative Methods for Measuring Neighborhood Characteristics in Neighborhood Health Research”

Week 9 (October 27):  
Duncan and Kawachi Chapter 7: “Qualitative Methods and Neighborhood Health Research”

Week 10 (November 3): 
Duncan and Kawachi Chapter 8: “Designing Healthier Built Environments”

Test 3 on Duncan and Kawachi chapters 3, 7, and 8 (November 10, Tuesday)

(all PowerPoint slides shown in class will be provided before the test on Dr. Yeatts’ webpage; films listed in the syllabus may or may not be shown depending on time available)

Week 11 (November 12): 
	Duncan and Kawachi Chapter 10: “Neighborhoods, Spatial Stigma, and Health”  
Yeatts, Auden, Cooksey, Chen (2017) paper handed out in class titled:  A Systematic Review of Strategies for Overcoming the Barriers to Energy-Efficient Technologies in Buildings”

Week 12 (November 19): 
 Mazmanian and Kraft Chapter 11: “Sustainability in a Regional Context: The Case of the Great Lakes Basin”
                                                                                                                                    
Week 13 (December 1):  
Mazmanian and Kraft Part IV: “Overview and Implications for a Sustainable Future”
	Mazmanian and Kraft Chapter 12: “Conclusions: Toward Sustainable Communities”


[bookmark: _GoBack]***Test 4 on Duncan and Kawachi Chapter 10; Mazmanian and Kraft Chapters 11 and 12 taken on Exam Day, December 8 (Tuesday, on-line with canvas).  

***Taken on-line via Campus. You will be able to log in any time from 12:00am to 11:59pm (but you should log in with enough time left to answer the questions, say no later than 10:00pm).  You will have two hours to take the test.  Once you begin the test, it will close two hours later.  The test will be all discussion questions.  








Opportunities for Extra Credit

1.  Library Research Paper

	Collect cartoons and comic strips that focus on a “sustainable community development” topic (e.g., effects of traffic on health; effects of toxic industry on communities; public policy’s effects on a community). At the same time, do a library search on the topic to identify scholarly, peer-reviewed research articles on the topic (you can use popular magazines such as Time or “internet” sources but these should be no more than 10% of your citations/references).  Write a 5 - 10 page paper, double spaced, and use comic sans font size 12 with one inch margins except for the left side which should be 1 ½ inches. You will receive up to 3 extra points added to your final grade depending on the apparent effort put into the paper (wasn’t written the night before) its organization, and how well it is researched and written.  

	For the paper do the following: (1) present copies of the cartoons and strips in color where possible (these do not count as part of the 5 – 10 typed, double-spaced pages), (2) discuss the topic using peer reviewed journal articles and citing them in the paper and providing the full citation at the end of the paper, and (3) for a fourth extra-credit point you can present your project to the class (but not necessary), if approved by the professor. The paper must be turned in two weeks before the end of the semester.  If you present your paper, use PowerPoint or some other way of displaying some of the most interesting cartoons/comic strips.  You will need to provide the PowerPoints to the professor several days before the presentation.  If you wait until the last few days before deciding to do this, it will show in what you turn in and the number of points received will be less (or possibly none at all).  

2.	In-Class Assignments

	Students will be given the opportunity to obtain extra credit points during class. For example, students may be asked to work in groups during class to solve one or more problems and then each student will turn in her/his own answer(s) before the end of class and one or more extra points will be added to the student’s next test grade. Students who are absent, or come to class late, or leave class early will not be eligible for these extra points.	A student who does not miss class may accumulate as many as 8 points to be added to his/her next test grade. 


Covid Related Information

Email message that Dr. Yeatts sent to students prior to the beginning of classes:

1. The professor and students must wear a face covering during class.  I will wear a face shield because it is easier to talk with it and you can see my whole face (of course you are welcome to use one as well).
2. When we first get to class, they suggest that we wipe down our seat.  I’ve been told that they will have sanitation wipes for this.
3. UNTs Student Health Center does Covid testing if you would like to get tested.
4. UNT has scheduled classes so that there will be fewer students on campus at any one time.  So, don’t be surprised when you notice there are fewer students than usual walking around.
5. At our second class period I will create a seating chart.  UNT wants students to sit in the same seat each class period.  The reason is so that UNT can know who is sitting relatively near who.  If someone does get the virus, UNT can track who that student sat near.
6. In my classes I encourage participation so I’m sure it will take a while for us to figure out how to make this as easy as possible.
7. In my classes, I do not take off for not attending class.  However, I do give extra points for attending class and these points are added to your test grade.  So, if you attended six class sessions prior to a test, then you will have six points added to your test grade (for example, if you get an 88 on the test, plus 6 points = 94 final test grade).  If you can’t come to class for a Covid related reason email me and I’ll consider giving you the extra points missed even though you can’t be in class.

If you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider PRIOR to coming to campus. UNT also requires you to contact the UNT COVID Hotline at 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take due to symptoms, pending or positive test results, or potential exposure.  While attendance is an important part of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others in the community, is more important.

Face coverings are required in all UNT facilities.  Students are expected to wear face coverings during this class.  If you are unable to wear a face covering due to a disability, please contact the Office of Disability Access to request an accommodation. 

