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Syllabus HDFS 4353: Current Research in Family Science - Fall 2026
Instructor: Dr. Dana Booker, PhD
Email: Dana.Booker@unt.edu (preferred contact)
Office: Matthews 322-E
Office Phone: (940) 369-8369
Office Hours: Mondays 11:00AM -1:00PM; Wednesdays 1:00PM- 4:00PM; Thursdays 1:00PM- 2:00PM; or by appointment.
Class Meeting Time: Tuesday and Thursday, 11:10AM – 12:30PM
Class Meeting Place: Matt 102

Required Textbook:
No required textbook; all required readings will be posted on Canvas.

Course Description:
Exploration of current research and theory as it applies to all family systems in social contexts; includes analyzing literature regarding issues that impact families. Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior standing.

Course Objective
After completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Recognize and apply concepts from family theories to family functioning and well-being.
· Identify inherent complexities related to studying families which are embedded in dynamic social contexts.
· Explain and discuss how aspects of families mediate relations between society and individuals.
· Explain how social changes influence the construction and content of family systems.
· Compare and contrast the different family interactional patterns and forms for addressing diverse needs of families in diverse populations.
· Evaluate peer-reviewed, empirically based, information about families.

Course Requirements:
1. Students are expected to attend class as scheduled. If you think you will need to miss a lot of classes or you are just not interested in attending class, it is suggested that you drop this class as soon as possible (Last day to drop and receive a W is November 6, 2026). If you think you may need to come late or leave early, it is also suggested that you drop this class. Class time runs for an hour and twenty minutes, and the expectation is that you will attend class in its entirety during that time.

	
	
	



2. Students are expected to keep up with the readings and participate in class. Research has shown that students who attend class are more likely to be successful. You should attend every class unless you have a university excused absence such as active military service, a religious holy day, or an official university function as stated in the Student Attendance and Authorized Absences Policy (PDF) (https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.039_StudAttnandAuthAbsence.Pub2_.19.pdf). If you cannot attend a class due to an emergency, please let me know. Your safety and well-being are important to me. Since there is no required textbook for the class, it is imperative that you are keeping up with the required, provided readings available to you on Canvas. Over some weeks or topics, there are up to four readings posted on Canvas. For each week/topic, you will be asked to read a minimum of TWO required readings; this means that you get to pick the two that are most relevant to your interests. Detailed information for each week/topic will be posted on Canvas. Also, if you do not regularly
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check Canvas, you will miss important information such as handouts, announcements, and other relevant course materials.

3. In-Class Analysis (ICA): During the semester, 10 reflective analyses will be completed after class (due same day by 11:59PM) OR sometimes during our class session. The goal of these assignments is to apply course reading to different family topics and discussions. These assignments will not be announced in advance, and you must be in class on the day the ICA is assigned to earn full credit. If you miss class on the day of an ICA, there are no make-up opportunities available if the ICA is not completed in class; however, if the ICA is due outside of class time and you missed class, you can still complete, with in the allotted time, for a 25% point deduction. Your grade will be based on your integration of required reading to the discussion topic, and your active participation in the activity. Appropriate participation consists of engaging in class discussions and activities, exhibiting a positive attitude, including attentive, civil, and respectful behavior at all times. Students who are not participating (i.e., sleeping, texting, working on unrelated course work, talking to their peers, reading outside materials) will not receive points for the ICA. If you come in late or leave early (right after completing an attendance), you will not receive points for the day. In-class assignments will each be worth 15pts (Total 150pts).

4. Online Journaling for TV Family Analysis: Students will be expected to select a current TV show. Student will then watch, review, and analyze and respond through online journaling. The selected TV show must have episodes that are a minimum of 30 minutes in length and must be fictional (NO reality tv shows); shows can be accessed through a variety of formats (i.e., Netflix, Hulu, nightly programming). The TV show you select must focus on a family or specific family form, type, issue, or challenge (i.e., Modern Family focuses on a “modern” family).

Students will keep an online journal through the provided Canvas discussion board to reflect on given prompts and questions related to your TV family. Each post will include specific responses to provided prompts; more information for each journal prompt will be provided on Canvas. You will be expected to post five times throughout the semester and initial entries are due no later than the given Thursday evening deadline (by 11:59 pm; specific dates listed in the syllabus schedule). You will also be required to provide a minimum of one response post to a classmate for each journal entry and response posts are due no later than the similar given Saturday evening by 11:59 pm deadline. Late posts will not be accepted for grading. Online journaling for the TV family analysis will be worth 100pts.

5. Discussion Lead: You will each individually be expected to lead and engage your peers in a 25min. class discussion based on the reading for a selected week. You can choose any strategy to lead and engage the class e.g. a picture, questions, applied example, games, quizzes etc. This assignment will be worth 100pts.

6. Group Theory Cheat Sheet: In small groups, students will be asked to create a 2-page theory “cheat sheet” in class. These cheat sheets will be posted on Canvas to utilize as a resource throughout the class. The Theory Cheat Sheet is worth 35pts; no late papers will be accepted.

7. Family Merit Reflection: You will be asked to reflect on the meaning/value of families, the importance of families, and the impact of family members on one another. More information and a grading rubric will be posted on Canvas. The Family Merit Reflection is worth 50pts and no late papers will be accepted.

8. RefWorks Project: Each student will be responsible for creating five RefWorks journal entries. This is a three-part assignment with due dates throughout the semester. Each student will register for RefWorks at the beginning of the semester and will select five peer-reviewed articles from the course reading to include throughout the semester. The RefWorks project is worth 100pts.

Success in this course on all the aforementioned requirements is your choice! If you choose to be successful, I will be happy to help you. If you do not choose to be successful, I will honor your choice. Every student has the potential to succeed in this class.
Course Evaluation:
	In short, final grades will be based on the following:
	

	Attendance
	20

	Introduction Post
	10

	In-Class Assignments
	150

	Discussion Lead
	100

	Online Journaling for TV Family Analysis
	100

	RefWorks Project (all three parts)
	                100

	Group Theory Cheat Sheet
	35

	Family Merit Reflection
	50

	Total
	565



The following grading scale will be used:

90-100%	A
80-89%	B
70-79%	C
60-69%	D
Below 59%	F

Academic Integrity: It is the responsibility of each student to be familiar with UNT’s Policy on Academic Integrity. Plagiarism, copying, cheating, or giving assistance to other students during examinations is a violation of academic integrity. Cases of suspected cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of Students office. All work submitted to meet the requirements of this course must be originally created for this course. You may not turn in anything submitted for another course and/or section of this course you have previously taken.

University Policy 06.003 states, “UNT promotes the integrity of learning processed and embraces the core values of trust and honesty. Academic integrity is based on educational principles and procedures that protect the rights of all participants in the educational process and validate the legitimacy of degrees awarded by the university. In the investigation and resolution of allegations of student academic dishonesty, the university’s actions are intended to be corrective, educationally sound, fundamentally fair, and based on reliable
evidence.” Here is the link to additional information on this policy: https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.pdf

For more information on what constitutes plagiarism, as well as tips on citing your resources, visit www.plagiarism.org and check out this article: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5122250/

**If you require clarification on what counts as academic dishonesty, it is your responsibility to ask the instructor of the course. Ignorance is not an excuse for academic dishonesty.

Artificial Intelligence:
Understanding how artificial intelligence (e.g., Grammarly, ChatGPT) works is important for your educational journey and future occupational success. However, the assignments in this class are meant to challenge you, to inspire critical and creative thinking, and to produce original work. As a result, you need to use AI responsibly. I have provided guidelines/tips below for how to do that; failure to follow these will
result in the filing of a report of academic misconduct to the Dean of Students’ Office.

While students are encouraged to utilize AI tools for studying, homework, and researching, any work submitted must reflect the student's own understanding and knowledge. Students should not represent AI-generated content as their own original work. All submitted work should be a result of the student’s own intellectual efforts. Do not submit AI-created essays or reflections. Warning: Generative Al programs often produce text that is plagiarized and/or interpreted incorrectly. When reading AI generated content, make sure that you still consider that information through a critical lens.

· Brainstorming ideas for topics, presentation title names, or approaches to an assignment
· Generating examples or scenarios to help understand complex concepts
· Clarifying instructions or terminology by asking for simplified explanations
· Creating outlines or study guides to organize your own thoughts before writing
· Checking grammar, spelling, and clarity in drafts you have written yourself
· Summarizing readings or lectures to support review and studying (but not as a substitute for completing the work)
· Practicing problem-solving by walking through family case examples
· Asking for feedback on structure or logic while ensuring all ideas and conclusions remain your own
· Learning how to cite sources properly and improve academic writing skills

Technology Use (in the classroom):
Using electronic recording or any other communications devices (such as MP3 players, cell phones, pagers, recording devices, etc.) in the classroom to record lectures or take notes via artificial intelligence software without the explicit permission of the instructor is strictly prohibited. If you are caught doing so, you will be asked to leave the classroom and will not be granted points for any assignments or exams that are associated with that day. Exceptions will be made for students that have a note from the Office of Disability Access and consult with the instructor ahead of time. If this policy is violated by more than one student, the use of computers and phones will be prohibited in the classroom altogether.

Acceptable Student Behavior:
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for students apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at http://deanofstudents.unt.edu.

Course Conduct:
In class your peers often share their personal experiences with oppression and discrimination, and we encourage this openness in the spirit of trust and safety. DO NOT take pictures, video, or audio record during class/discussions. If you do, I consider it a violation of the student code of conduct and possibly academic dishonesty. I will ask you to leave class and you will be referred to the Dean of Students.
Violations may result in failure of the course.
From the University: Class recordings are the intellectual property of the university or instructor and are reserved for use only by students in this class and only for educational purposes. Students may not post or otherwise share the recordings outside the class, or outside the Canvas Learning Management System, in any form. Failing to follow this restriction is a violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and could lead to disciplinary action.

ADA Statement:
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding
your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Access website at http://disability.unt.edu. You may also contact them by phone at (940) 565‐4323.

Attendance:
You can find the attendance policy in the Student Attendance and Authorized Absences Policy (PDF) (https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.039_StudAttnandAuthAbsence.Pub2_.19.pdf).
An absence may be excused for the following reasons:
1. religious holy day, including travel for that purpose;
2. active military service, including travel for that purpose;
3. participation in an official university function;
4. illness or other extenuating circumstances;
5. pregnancy and parenting under Title IX; and
6. when the University is officially closed.

If you cannot attend a class due to an emergency, please let me know at the earliest convenience. Your safety and well-being are important to me. Please inform the professor and instructional team if you are unable to attend class meetings because you are ill, in mindfulness of the health and safety of everyone in our community.

Attendance Points (does not include university excused absences that do not exceed 6 classes):
· Students who miss 3 or less classes will earn 20pts
· Students who miss 4 to 5 classes will earn 15pts
· Students who miss 6 to 7 classes will earn 10pts
· Students who miss 8 classes will earn 5pts
· Students who miss 9+ classes will earn 0pts

	
	
	




	HDFS 4353: Advanced Family Science
(Topics and dates are subject to change)

	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Assignment due

	Aug 18
	Introduction to the Course
	Syllabus
All provided assignment guidelines
	Introduction Post
due Sat, 8/22 by 11:59pm

	
Aug 20
	Understanding Families Through Research Perspectives
	*Giele (1996)
Letiecq (2019)
Nauck (2021)
	AI Acknowledgement Quiz
due Sat, 8/22 by 11:59pm

	
Aug 25
	Understanding Families Through Research Perspectives
	*Daly (2003)
Allen & Henderson (2017; p. 6-10)
	

	
Aug 27
	
Family Theories
	Discussion Lead Overview/Preparation
Cook (2014)
	RefWorks – Part 1 
due Sun, 8/30 by 11:59pm


	
Sept 1
	Family Theories
*Theory Group In-Class Work Time*
	
	Group Cheat Sheet
due Tues, 9/1 by 11:59 pm

	

Sept 3
	

Demographic Changes in the Family
	
Smock & Schwartz (2020)
Alburez-Gutierrez et al. (2023)
Clark et al. (2024)
	
Journal 1 (initial) due Thurs, 9/3 by 11:59pm 
Journal 1 (response) due Sat, 9/5 by 11:59pm
* Discussion Lead

	Sept 8
	Family Formation and Dissolution
	   Sassler & Lichter (2020) 
Garriga & Pennon (2022)
	

	
Sept 10
	Family Formation and Dissolution
	
	
Family Merit Reflection
due Sat, 9/12 by 11:59 pm
* Discussion Lead

	
Sept 15
	Media Devaluation of the Family
	Feasey (2017)
Aviram and Nadan (2022)
Tahir et al. (2025)
	

	
Sept 17
	Media Devaluation of the Family

Childlessness
	Rybinska (2021)
Uecker et al. (2022)
Hays – Pew Research (2025)
	
* Discussion Lead

	

Sept 22
	Childlessness 
Foster Care and Adoption
	Sidebotham (2019)
Font & Gershoff (2020) 
Fuentes-Pelaez et al. (2021) 
Barnea et al. (2023)
	


* Discussion Lead

	

Sept 24
	

Foster Care and Adoption
	
	Journal 2 (initial)
due Thurs, 9/24 
by 11:59 pm
Journal 2 (response)
due Sat, 9/26 by 11:59 pm

* Discussion Lead

	
Sept 29
	
Gender and Sexuality in the Family
	Silva et al (2021) 
Pain (2020)
Russell et al. (2020) Haines et al. (2018)
	

	Oct 1
	Gender and Sexuality in the Family
	
	* Discussion Lead


	
	
	




	
Oct 6
	
Health and Wellness
	Kuschick et al. (2023) Nguyen et al. (2018)
Lindow et al. (2020)
	

	

Oct 8
	
Health and Wellness Substance Use and Abuse
	Yule et al (2018) 
Hanson et al. (2019)
Rahimi et al. (2024)  
Pbert et al. (2024)
	


* Discussion Lead

	
Oct 13
	
Substance Use and Abuse
	
	
* Discussion Lead

	

Oct 15
	

First Responders’ Families
	Sharp et al. (2022)
Strader & Smith (2022)
Park et al. (2023)

	Journal 3 (initial) due Thurs, 10/15 by 11:59 pm Journal 3 (response) due Sat, 10/17 by 11:59 pm
* Discussion Lead

	
Oct 20
	
Religion & Spirituality in Families
	Min et al. (2018)
Westerfield & Doolittle (2021)
Humala et al. (2024)
	

	Oct 22
	Religion & Spirituality in Families
	
	* Discussion Lead

	
Oct 27
	
Poverty, Homelessness, and Incarceration
	Najman et al. (2018)
Stargel & Easterbrooks (2022)
Benninger et al. (2023)
Rai (2025)
	

	

Oct 29
	
Poverty, Homelessness, and Incarceration
	
	Journal 4 (initial) due Thurs, 10/29 by 11:59 pm Journal 4 (response) due Sat, 10/31 by 11:59 pm

* Discussion Lead

	
Nov 3
	
Immigration and Refugee Families
	Hook & Glick (2020) 
Andrews & Khayar-Camara (2022)
Abrego & Leon (2025)
	

	Nov 5
	Immigration and Refugee Families
	
	
* Discussion Lead

	
Nov 10
	
Human Trafficking and the Family
	Latzman (2019)
Sprang & Cole (2018) 
Barner et al. (2018)
Bowman (2024)
	

	Nov 12
	Human Trafficking and the Family
	
	RefWorks – Part 2 
due Sun, 11/15 11:59pm

* Discussion Lead

	Nov 17
	Death, Grief, & Loss
	Hillis et al (2021)
Sheehy & Baird (2022) 
Barboza & Seedall (2025)
	

	

Nov 19
	

Death, Grief, & Loss
	
	
Journal 5 (initial) due Thurs, 11/19 by 11:59 pm Journal 5 (response) due Sat, 11/21 by 11:59 pm

* Discussion Lead

	Nov
23-27
	
UNT Fall Break
	
No Class This Week

	Dec 1
	Supporting Families
	Maurović, Liebenberg, & Ferić (2020)
Perry-Jenkins & Gerstel (2020)
	

	Dec 3
	Supporting Families
	
	RefWorks – Part 3 
due Thurs. 12/3 by 11:59pm
* Discussion Lead

	Dec
7-11
	Finals Week
	No Final; No Class Meeting
	Enjoy Your
Summer Break!


	
	
	




*** It is up to YOU to keep up with your readings, online journaling, and photo project each week! ***
*** Some weeks only require 2 or 3 out of 4 readings; please check Canvas for more information! Reading will be based on course discussion, please read before class.***

Syllabus Addendum

The following are important tips/guidelines/requirements that will ensure your success in this class:

1. DO read the syllabus and the assignment guidelines carefully. I do my best to lay everything out for you all in those documents. If you read and follow them carefully, you will successfully complete all the major requirements for the course.

2. If you ever have any questions about anything in the assignment guidelines or other course documents, ASK! I want to help you do well in this class and providing clarification to you all is one way for me to do that.

3. DO check your UNT email. I will send class emails to your UNT account so you either need to access that email account regularly or forward your email to another account that you use. You will miss extremely important information if you do not check the emails I send.

4. At the end of the semester, do NOT ask me to change your grade. That would be unethical and unfair to every student that has earned his/her given grade.

5. Deadlines are deadlines for a reason. I will NOT accept late papers and your paper will be considered late the first minute after class is scheduled to end. For example, if class ends at 12:00 pm, that means that if you try to give me your paper at 12:15 pm, I will NOT accept it. I must have your paper in my hands by the end of class when the specific assignment is due.

6. Do NOT email me your paper. There is a canvas submission portal where you will upload your work. If there is an extenuating circumstance, I will consider accepting an electronic copy of your paper via email. However, whether or not I accept your paper that way is completely up to my discretion and do not simply assume that I will accept it. You need to explain the situation and ask me first.

7. I will provide feedback on why you received that specific grade. Make sure to look at that feedback before asking me what you did wrong. If I deducted points, I will tell you where and why on the rubric. Use that feedback to make improvements on future papers so that you do not get points counted off again for a similar mistake.
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