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The purpose of this course is to provide you with a good overview of the key ideas and major issues in the study of social movements. We will review the literature on both movement emergence and growth: In situations of extreme deprivation or significant discontent, why might there be no protest movements? Why do some emergent movements stay weak, only obtaining the support of small numbers of people? What dynamics affect a growing protest movement, risking its vitality? Who tends to join social movements? These questions will be approached in a general manner and throughout the course also will be applied to specific social movements.
The first task will be to cover the leading theories within the field of social movements. We will examine the major tenets of the three major contemporary perspectives: Resource Mobilization, the Political Process, and the Framing Perspectives. We will then use these perspectives to explore a variety of social movements. The ultimate goal of the course is for students to become proficient at analyzing social movements from a sociological point of view that takes both culture and social structure into account. 

Disability Statement: UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to instructors to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class.  While students may request accommodations at any time, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid a delay in implementation. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu.
Classroom Civility: I strive to create an atmosphere of mutual respect and civility within the classroom. While students may disagree with comments made by others in the class, they must do so in a civil manner.  Disrespectful and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated, and students engaging in such behavior will be asked to leave the classroom. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 

Academic Integrity: The University is built upon a foundation of integrity, respect and trust. All members of the university community have a responsibility to be honest and the right to expect honesty from others. Any exam on which a student cheats and/or assists another student in cheating will earn a zero.

Required books: can be purchased at the bookstore or online
Hall, Simon. American Patriotism, American Protest. University of Pennsylvania Press. 

ISBN: 9780812242959.
McAdam, Doug. Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, 1930-1970. 
University of Chicago Press. 2nd edition. ISBN: 0-226-55553-4
Roberts, J. Timmons & M. Toffolon-Weiss. Chronicles from the Environmental Justice Frontline. 

Cambridge University Press. ISBN: 0-521-66900-6

Attendance & Participation: Students are expected to attend class regularly. While there is no direct penalty for non-attendance, there is usually a close correlation between attendance and exam grades. Typically, students who chronically skip class earn poor grades on the exams. 

     Any official notification of class cancellation or changes to the course syllabus will be delivered to your student Eagle Connect account. It is your responsibility to regularly check that email account.

Determination of course grade:  All three exams are equally weighted in the calculation of your final course grade. Each exam will be worth 100 points. The exam format will be eclectic, with a mix of multiple-choice, true/false, fill-in-the blank, definitions, and/or short essay questions. 
    Grades will be assigned as follows: A= 90-100; B= 80-89; C = 70-79; D = 60-69; F= below 60. An e-gradebook will be available in the CANVAS course shell, which is how your grades will be posted. 
     If you find yourself struggling in the class, please touch base with me or the TA to discuss note-taking skills, study skills, and test-taking strategies. We want you to do well in this course, but of course you need to do your part by coming to class regularly, doing the readings, and taking good notes. 
Make-up policy: No make-ups will be scheduled without an official school-excused absence or documentation of illness. All make-ups must be taken within one week of the regular exam date. 


COURSE SCHEDULE/READING ASSIGNMENTS
SECTION 1:  Social Movement Theory & the US Civil Rights Movement 
T, 8/28

Distribution/discussion of syllabus

Th, 8/30
Topic: Classical Perspectives on Social Movements (pre-1970s)
Reading: McAdam, Political Process…, ch 1: 1-19
Print copy of Classical Perspectives handout in course shell/module 1; bring to class



T, 9/4

Topic: The Resource Mobilization Perspective


Reading: McAdam, ch 2: 20-35


Print copy of Resource Mobilization handout in module 1; bring to class

Th, 9/6

Topic: The Political Process Perspective


Reading: McAdam, ch 3: 36-59


Print copy of Political Process handout in module 1; bring to class
T, 9/11 
Topic: The Framing Perspective



Reading:  “Frame Resonance…”  article  (course shell/module 1)    


Print  copy of Framing Perspective handout in module 1; bring to class    
Case Study: U.S.  Civil Rights Movement [all documentaries can be streamed from Youtube.com]
Th, 9/13
Topic:  U.S. Civil Rights Movement (CRM): Historical context 




Reading:  McAdam, ch 5: 65-116 
T, 9/18 
Topic: CRM—Emergence, 1955-1960; legal challenges to educ. segregation 
  

Reading:  McAdam, ch 6: 117-137|
Multimedia: Stream Fighting Back, 1957-1962 (Eyes on the Prize series) 
Th, 9/20
Topic: CRM—Early insurgency & city bus boycotts of the 1950s




Reading:  McAdam, ch 7: 138- 145

T, 9/25

Topic:  Heyday: Sit-ins; Freedom rides; Albany & Birmingham Campaigns


Reading: McAdam, ch. 7: 146-180
Multimedia: Stream Ain’t Scared of Your Jails 1960 (Eyes on the Prize series) 


Th, 9/27
Topic: CRM—Insurgency & responses to insurgency, 1961-1965 

Reading: McAdam, ch. 7: 163-180
Multimedia: Stream Mississippi: Is This America? (Eyes on the Prize series) 
T, 10/2

Topic: U.S. CRM—Decline, 1966-1970
Reading: McAdam, ch 8: 181-229
Multimedia: Stream documentary Two Societies (Eyes on the Prize series)
Th, 10/4
EXAM #1 [scantron sheet provided]
SECTION 2: 
Exploring Other Social Movements 

T, 10/9

Topic: The Historical Women’s Movement 

Reading:  Module 2, “History of the Women’s Rights Movement”  
   
Th, 10/11  
Topic: The Rise of the Modern Women’s Movement

Reading:   Hall, American Patriotism, American Protest, ch 3: 51-76                       
Multimedia: stream “Makers: Women Who Make America (Part I)” from  
    Youtube.com


T, 10/16
Topic:  The Third Wave of the Women’s Movement



Reading: Module 2, “Parental Leave Policies in 21 Countries”



Th, 10/18
Topic: The Labor Movement in the U.S. 
Reading: Module 2, “Who Rules America: The Rise & /fall of Labor Unions” [FYI: You do not need to read the entire document; you will assigned to 1 of 5 different reading groups]
T, 10/23
Topic: Market Wage vs. Living Wage Movement
Reading: Module 2, “The Growing Movement for $15”
Multimedia: stream Nike Sweatshops: Behind the Swoosh,”at Youtube.com
Th, 10/25
Topic: The Environmental Movement 



Reading: Module 2, “How ‘Silent Spring’ Ignited the Environmental Movement” 

T, 10/30
Topic: The Environmental Justice (EJ) Movement 



Reading: Roberts & Toffolon-Weiss, ch 1: 1-28
Multimedia: stream “Love Canal: An Environmental Disaster” on Youtube.com
Th, 11/1
The EJ Movement in Louisiana: Uranium Enrichment & PVC plants


Reading: Either Roberts & Toffolon-Weiss, ch.3: 65-99 OR ch. 4: 103-135

T, 11/6

The EJ Movement in Louisiana: Oilfield Waste & Municipal Landfills



Reading: Either Roberts & Toffolon-Weiss, ch. 5: 139-163 OR ch. 6: 167-188
Th, 11/8
EXAM #2
SECTION 3:  Movements/Countermovements 
T, 11/13
Topic: Gay Rights/Anti-Gay Rights Movement
  

Reading: Hall, American Patriotism, American Protest, ch. 2: 26-50




Multimedia: view short trailer of cineman Ballot Measure 9 on Youtube
Th, 11/15
Topic: Anti-Busing Movement

Reading: Hall, American Patriotism, American Protest, ch 4: 77-94 

Multimedia: stream Eyes on the Prize: Boston Busing Desegregation (YouTube.com)


T, 11/20
Topic:  Anti-Affirmative Action Campaigns


Reading: Module 3, “Anti-Affirmative Action Ballot Initiatives”


Th, 11/22
Thanksgiving—University closed
T, 11/27
Topic: Anti-Feminist Movement 
Reading: Module 3, “Equal rights for women: Wrong then, wrong now” 
Multimedia: After reading, browse womenagainstfeminism.com website & bring     your notes and be prepared to discuss
Th, 11/29
Topic: The Anti-Abortion Movement 
Reading: Hall, American Patriotism, American Protest, ch. 6: 117-139


Multimedia: stream Inside Mississippi’s Lone Abortion Clinic (Youtube.com)

T, 12/4

Topic: Challenging the Environmental Movement & the EPA

Assignment: Using the internet, scope out challenges to passing &/or enforcing environmental regulation relating to one of the following: quality of drinking water; water quality of rivers and lakes; forest/wilderness protection; air quality; endangered species; and global climate change. 
Th, 12/6
Topic: Tax Revolt



Reading: Hall, American Patriotism, American Protest, ch. 5: 96-116

EXAM #3: Allotted time slot during Finals Week: Th, December 13, 8 – 10 AM
This is not a cumulative final; exam will cover Section 3 material only.

NOTE: I do not select the final exam schedule. This is the domain of the Registrar. Please take note of the day/time of the final exam because it is your responsibility to take this information into account when making flight arrangements or other plans.  I will not grant any requests for changes in the day/time of the final exam, unless the request comes from the Registrar. 
