
  SYLLABUS FOR JOUR 4210 & JOUR 5350 
  Literary and Visual Storytelling Seminar in Denton and Mexico 

“The Heart of Mexico” Storytelling Project, Summer 2013 
 

Instructors 
 
Thorne Anderson     Tom Huang 
Thorne.Anderson@UNT.edu   thuang@dallasnews.com 
 
 
Course Description 
 
This course is open to a select group of journalism students, half of whom will 
specialize in written narrative and half of whom specialize in multimedia visual 
narrative. It is a five-week intensive course, including three weeks in Mexico. 
 
This class is about stepping outside of your own culture and delving deeply into the 
art of factual narration, and in the process discovering yourself as a non-fiction 
writer or multimedia producer. 
 
Working with an interdisciplinary team of students and professors from the 
Universidad del Estado de Mexico (UAEM), this seminar will provide a forum for an 
exchange of expertise between the fields of journalism, linguistics and 
communication. UNT students will receive knowledge of history and culture about 
Mexico and the Mazahua indigenous people, the last speakers of their vanishing 
language. UAEM students will receive training in documentary techniques.  
 
Through immersion, students will draw out personal stories from within the culture 
and community of villages in the vicinity of Tenancingo, one hour south of Mexico 
City. Working together, mixed teams will produce written or multimedia nonfiction 
narratives from the lives of ordinary people. 
 
Texts 

• The True Tales from another Mexico – by Sam, Quiñones 
• Telling True Stories: A Nonfiction Writers' Guide from the Nieman Foundation 

at Harvard University – Edited by Mark Kramer & Wendy Call 
• Visual Storytelling: The Digital Video Documentary – by Nancy Kalow        Free 

online publication: http://tinyurl.com/dvdocbook 
• “Breakable Rules of Literary Journalism,” 

http://www.niemanstoryboard.org/1995/01/01/breakable-rules-for-literary-journalists/  



UNT-UAEM Mexico Narrative Project Summer 2013 Schedule 
 
There will be three intensive phases: 

1. Orientation and Training – Mexico City and Tenancingo 
2. Immersion – Teams of 3 or 4 students will work in local villages near Tenancingo 
3. Production & Editing – Tenancingo and Denton/Dallas (UNT) Toluca (UAEM) 

 
Phase 1 – Orientation and Training 
 
End of May - Pre-Trip Orientation in Denton, Texas 
 
June 3 - Flight to Mexico (Stay in hotel in Mexico City) 
 
June 4 - Visit to the Museum of Anthropology, Travel to Tenancingo  
 
June 5-8  - Culture and Technical Training at the Tenancingo Campus of UAEM 

Mornings: UAEM leads training in local history and culture  
Afternoons: UNT leads training in narrative documentary and multimedia 
storytelling 

 
June 9 - Day Trip to the convent and the pyramids of Malinalco 
 
Phase 2 - Immersion 
 
June 10-13  - Immersion in small student teams in local villages: 
  Documentary Field Work and Story Research Begins  
 
June 14-15 - All groups return to Tenancingo for mid-project review and submission of 

outlines, completion plans, and rough materials. 
 
June 16 - Day Trip to the pyramids of Teotihuacán 
 
June 17-20 - Immersion in small student teams in local villages: 
  Documentary Field Work and Story Research Completes 
 
 
Phase 3 – Production & Editing 
 
June 21-24 - All groups return to Tenancingo for Editing and Rewriting 
 
June 23  - Day Trip to Taxco, the Silver City  
 
June 25  - Final Presentations and Survivor’s Dinner (possibly in Mexico City) 
 
June 26  - Flight to DFW 
 
June 26 - July 3  - Editing and Rewriting: Writers meet once as a group with Tom Huang for a 

group critique in Dallas. Multimedia producers may meet with Thorne 
Anderson for revisions by appointment in Denton or Dallas. 

 
July 2 - Final Project Due 



 
Overview of Class 
 
Among other things, writing students will learn how to: 
 

1. Think imaginatively about a story idea and devise an innovative approach 
for telling it. 

2. Employ imagery, scene-setting, dialogue, sensory detail, and conflict in 
literary nonfiction pieces. 

3. Create "round" or multi-dimensional characters. 
4. Transform landscape and place into a dramatic character. 
5. Structure a literary nonfiction piece, with a beginning, middle and end tied 

together with a narrative thread. 
6. Pick up tips and techniques for collaboration with visual storytellers and 

interpreters. 
 
Visual students will learn how to: 
 

1. Think imaginatively about a story idea and devise an innovative approach 
for telling it. 

2. Employ creative imagery, graphic composition, audio dialogue, interviews, 
and a narrative arc in web documentary pieces. 

3. Create “round” or multidimensional characters. 
4. Use visuals and audio to create a sense of place. 
5. Structure a web documentary piece, with a beginning, middle and end tied 

together with a narrative thread. 
6. Pick up tips and techniques for collaboration with writers and interpreters. 

 
 
In short, the Literary and Visual Storytelling Seminar is intended to elevate each 
student's nonfiction to an art form.  
 
 
  



Class Requirements 
 
 

1. A journal: Journaling is an important part of the creative production process. 
Keep your journal electronically and make a daily entry.  Submit your 
accumulated journal entries to Thorne.Anderson@UNT.edu and 
thuang@dallasnews.com on the following dates: 
June 9 
June 13 
June 16 
June 20  
June 24 

 
This will account for 5% of your grade. 

 

2. Training assignments:  During the Training Phase you will be asked to 
complete daily writing or photography exercises aimed at learning how to 
employ narrative techniques in your nonfiction.  

Collectively these will account for 20% of your grade. 

 

3. Mid-story Update: During the first half of the Production Phase of your field 
project you will need to complete an outline for your story or multimedia 
piece and a completion plan. Writers and visual journalists will also have to 
meet a minimum (to be specified) production standard. 

This will collectively account for 25% of your grade. 

 

4. First Draft: The first draft of your narrative nonfiction field project will be due at 
the end of Production in Mexico, on June 25.   

This will be worth 30% of your grade. 

 

5. Final Draft: The final draft (revision) of your field project is due July 2. 

This will be worth 20%. 

 
 
  



Statement of Student Learning Outcomes 
 
Since 1969, the UNT Department of Journalism (Mayborn School of Journalism 
effective September 1, 2009) has been accredited by the Accrediting Council on 
Education in Journalism and Mass Communication.  This national accreditation also 
extends to the Mayborn Graduate Institute of Journalism, the only accredited 
professional master’s program in Texas.  About one-fourth of all journalism and mass 
communication programs in the United States are accredited by ACEJMC.  
National accreditation enhances your education here, because it certifies that the 
department and graduate institute adhere to many standards established by the 
council.  Among these standards are student learning outcomes, covered by 
journalism courses in all sequences. 
 
This course will help to meet the following student learning outcomes. 
 
Each graduate must: 

1. demonstrate an understanding of the diversity of groups in a global society 
in relationship to communications;  

2. understand concepts and apply theories in the use and presentation of 
images and information;  

3. work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity;  
4. think critically, creatively and independently;  
5. conduct research and evaluate information by methods appropriate to the 

communications professions in which they work;  
6. write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the 

communications professions, audiences and purposes they serve;  
7. critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and 

fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness;  
8. apply tools and technologies appropriate for the communications 

professions in which they work.  



Syllabus Agreement and Class Contact Form 
 
By signing this form, I agree that I have read and understood the policies laid out in this 
syllabus for Journalism 4210/5350 during the summer semester 5W1, 2013. I agree to follow 
these policies. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________  ___________________ 
Signature       Date 
 
 
 
_________________________________________  ___________________ 
Neatly Printed Name     EUID 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________  
Email Address where you are most readily contacted 
	  

 


