Instructor: Professor Wilson	                     Wed/Fri 12:20PM - 1:10PM
Classroom Location: MU 320 	      Office Hours by appointment	
Email: carol.wilson2@unt.edu 	Professor’s Studio: MU 223	


COURSE OBJECTIVES 
· Learn basic building blocks of the German language to provide a systematic approach to pronouncing German.
· Provide students with a phonetic shorthand, with exercises in transcribing German songs and arias in the IPA system. 
· Students will learn how words connect within a phrase to achieve greater word flow and expressivity.
· By the end of the course, students will have gained greater proficiency, facility and confidence when pronouncing and singing German.


REQUIRED TEXT
· Diction for Singers: A concise reference for English, Italian, Latin, German, French, and Spanish Pronunciation, 2nd Edition, by Joan Wall
· Supplemental materials (see complete list below)

· GRADING POLICY 
· Attendance and participation						        Expected
· Written homework								                  10%
· Quizzes (4 @ 5% each)	20%
· In-class song/aria presentations & IPA	25%
· Written Final Exam	25%
· Oral Final Exam 	20%
· TOTAL 	100%
GRADING RUBRIC   A = 90% and above; B = 80% to 89%; C = 70% to 79%; D = 65% to 69%
CLASS PARTICIPATION: In class, I expect you to be fully engaged in the lecture, discussion and individual song presentations. A large part of the learning process is through active observation, listening, and discussion.
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS:  homework assignments, TBA and also indicated in the weekly calendar in the course syllabus--content specific to topic need. Assignments are due (in person or by email) by the start of the next class. Late submissions will receive partial credit. Homework assignments are meant to help you process the information presented during class. 

QUIZZES: 4 short written exams during class time will test and solidify students’ knowledge of concepts covered in previous class meetings.

EXAMS: In addition to quizzes, will be three exams over the course of the semester—a written midterm, a final written exam and an oral exam. Exams will cover cumulative material covered in class. Written exams may include fill-in-the-blank, short-answer, true/false questions, and IPA transcriptions. In the oral component of the final exam, students will read from both unprepared and prepared text. These will be one-on-one with the instructor.

INDIVIDUAL IN-CLASS SONG PRESENTATIONS: Students will choose 2 German songs or arias to perform in-class (schedule TBA). Students’ song choices should be in consultation with Prof. Wilson and with the approval of the student’s voice teacher. On the day of a student’s scheduled presentation, the student will provide: an overview of the song with a brief spoken synopsis of the text, and information about the composer and poet; a recitation of the text/poem, and a prepared digital document with the original text with a word-for-word translation and IPA transcription which will be projected during the presentation. Students’ presentations will have feedback in a masterclass format with constructive feedback from Prof. Wilson and class members.  No later than one week before a student’s presentation, a digital document of the song’s IPA transcription and translation must be emailed to Prof. Wilson. ‘Coaching’ or recitation sessions on song selections will be available either in-person or virtually with Prof. Wilson or our TA Bea Kim. 

ORAL FINAL EXAM: Students will read the text of one of their song presentation selections and an unprepared text. These sessions will be individually scheduled with Prof. Wilson during the scheduled final exam (Mon., Dec. 7, 10:30 – 12:30).

WRITTEN FINAL EXAM: this will be a comprehensive exam on the final day of classes (Wed., Dec. 2) and include all aspects of German lyric diction covered throughout the semester. 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE: Be sure to check Canvas modules and announcements under MUAG1907 for assignments or changes in the week-by-week schedule of topics, quizzes and exams. 

ATTENDANCE: the stated policy for The University of North Texas recognizes that student success is promoted by regular attendance and participation in class. The student is responsible for regular and punctual attendance. Absences may lower a student’s grade, particularly where class attendance and class participation are deemed essential by the faculty member. Regarding university-wide attendance policies, please refer to the detailed link  06.039 Student Attendance and Authorized Absences.pdf. 

The attendance policy for this German Diction class will be as follows: your grade will be lowered as much as 5 points after two absences. You are responsible for your absence decisions. For absences that exceed two, consideration will be given to those that involve illness, family or personal emergencies, professional opportunities, military responsibilities, and official university functions. Please communicate with me prior to your absence, when possible, so that I can make a decision about accommodating your request. Student absences due to participation in an official university function should be approved in advance by the Dean of Students Office which in turn are communicated to the instructor. Those students will be permitted to make up missed work when practicable or will be given special consideration so they are not penalized for their absence. 

Absences due to personal illness are a matter between the student and the instructor. If the absence is an illness or extenuating circumstance that exceeds 2 or more classes, the faculty member may request for the student to provide documentation through the Dean of Students’ office. Health-related issues can be directed to the Student Health and Wellness Center at 940-565-2333.


SUPPLMENTAL SOURCES in Willis Music Library 
· German Lyric Diction Workbook, 5th Edition, by Cheri Montgomery
· Pronunciation Guide for The Lieder Anthology by Margo Gerhart and Irene Spiegelman: translations of 65 German Lieder, with IPA, and CDs of recorded diction lessons  
· An online German dictionary and App: www.pons.eu with German words and phrases, translations, IPA symbols, + audio clips
· Deutsche Aussprache by Theodor Siebs. This is a definitive reference with IPA transcriptions of  German words (frequently used and less frequently encountered) for the stage.
· German for Singers: A Textbook of Diction and Phonetics by Odom and Schollum. A comprehensive text on the rules of German pronunciation and IPA. 

ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS - RESOURCES (on Reserve in Willis Music Library)
· Pronunciation Guide for the Lieder Anthology
· Accompaniments for the Lieder Anthology for high voice
· Accompaniments for the Lieder Anthology for low voice 
· The Lieder Anthology for High Voice 
· The Lieder Anthology for Low Voice 
· The Fischer-Dieskau Book of Lieder (on reserve in Music Library)
· Line by Line Translations of Songs and Arias by Berton Coffin (Music Library reserve)
· www.lieder.net (an online resource for translations)

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
· www.germanpod101.com – online signup is free with daily emails sent for a word of the day 
· www.deutschekurse.dw.com - an online German course (good for basic grammar)
· www.ipa.typeit.org: Online resource for transcribing texts in IPA:  choose IPA Full from the left-hand menu

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  Link:  https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 

STUDENT BEHAVIOR  Link:  https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. (Also see below, UNT Care Team).  

ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT  LINK: eagleconnect.unt.edu/   
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect.  

ODA STATEMENT  Link: disability.unt.edu
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation. (Phone: (940) 565-4323)

HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION
Students can access information about health and safety at:  https://music.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS: Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/students

ACADEMIC CALENDAR, Fall 2026: Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html

FINANCIAL AID AND SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS:
LINK:  http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
Undergraduates: A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.
Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses. If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing so.  

RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS  Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Blackboard online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates.  


COUNSELING AND TESTING  https://speakout.unt.edu/mental-health-resources
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor whose position includes 16 hours per week of dedicated service to students in the College of Music and the College of Visual Arts and Design.  Please visit the Center’s website for further information:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.  

ADD/DROP POLICY  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for financial aid.  In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment, you may be required to begin paying back your student loans.  See Academic Calendar (listed above) for additional add/drop Information.  
Dropping a course information:  

STUDENT RESOURCES
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students.  For a complete list, go to: https://success.unt.edu/aa-sa-resources

RESPONDING TO STUDENTS IN DISTRESS (UNT CARE TEAM):  
Link:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care-team. Please visit the CARE Team website to tips to recognize students in distress and what you need to do in cases of extreme behavior or references to suicide.  

