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PSCI 3200: The American Legal System 

Spring 2026 

Instructor Informa on 
Instructor:  Dr. Chad M. King  
Contact: Chad.King@unt.edu (But please send emails through Canvas) 
Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 12:20 PM to 1:50 PM 
Office:   Wooten Hall 142 

Course Descrip on 

In this course, we will examine the historical, insƟtuƟonal, and poliƟcal nature of the American 
judiciary. In so doing, we will study the legal systems and judicial process of both the federal and 
state governments of the US. Furthermore, we will focus on judicial decision-making, the 
poliƟcal impact of court decisions, and the role of lawyers and judges within the judicial 
process. 
 
Required Course Materials 

Textbook informa on 

Required: 
Judicial Process in America, Thirteenth Edi on 
Authors: Robert A. Carp, Kenneth L. Manning, Lisa M. Holmes, & Jennifer Bowie 
Publisher: CQ Press 
ISBN-13: 9781071934425 
PublicaƟon: 2026  
 
Technology Requirements 

Students will need a compuƟng device and Internet connecƟon that allows them access to 
Canvas. This page will be used to make announcements, record grades, submit some 
assignments, and access some supplementary readings. Students will need a computer to 
complete the paper assignment as well. 

If circumstances change in any way, I will inform you, in a Ɵmely manner, of addiƟonal technical 
needs. InformaƟon on how be successful in a digital learning environment can be found at Learn 
Anywhere (hƩps://online.unt.edu/learn). 
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Course Format 

This is a synchronous, in-classroom course that combines in-class lectures, discussions, in-class 
group acƟviƟes (about once per week), in-class quizzes (about once per week), a wriƟng 
assignment that will be submiƩed online and a hard copy, and exams. You are expected to 
aƩend class regularly, having completed the assigned readings for the day, to listen to lectures, 
take notes and ask quesƟons, as well as be ready to parƟcipate in discussion and class acƟviƟes. 
While aƩendance will not be formally taken or graded, if you do not aƩend class, you will be 
unable to complete the graded in-class assessments which will adversely impact your course 
grade. Students should regularly check the course page on Canvas for reminders and important 
announcements. 

Course Assignments, Grades Weights, and Due Dates 

Below you will find a list of categories of graded assessments, their respecƟve quanƟƟes, and 
the percentages of the final course grade. 

Exams (60% of final course average) 

Students will take three exams this semester. All exams will include material from the textbook, 
lecture, and ancillary materials. These exams will include mulƟple choice, short answer, and 
essay quesƟon formats.  

Exam Dates 

Exam Covers Date 
Exam 1 Chapters 1-7 2/26 
Exam 2 Chapters 8-11 4/7 
Exam 3 Chapters 12-15 5/4 @ 3 PM 

 

Make-up exams: Make-up exams are granted exclusively at my discreƟon. Any request for a 
make-up exam must be submiƩed in wriƟng and include documentaƟon explaining why the 
absence from the exam was legiƟmate. Requests without documentaƟon will be rejected. Such 
requests must be received within two calendar days of the missed exam date unless the student 
is physically unable to submit such a request. LegiƟmate reasons for requesƟng a make-up could 
include illness severe enough to require professional medical treatment, death of an immediate 
family member, parƟcipaƟon in official University acƟviƟes, or legal obligaƟons. I will consider 
requests based upon their individual merits. 
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Readings Quizzes (10% of final course average) 

Students will take short, pop quizzes over the week’s assigned readings and ancillary materials. 
These quizzes cannot be made up, however, the instructor will automaƟcally drop the four 
lowest quiz grades. Quizzes will not be given in the first week of class or the weeks of exams. 
These quizzes will be given at the beginning of class so arriving late means you will miss the 
quiz. 

Class ac vi es (20% of final course average) 

About once per week (not the week of exams) students will break into small groups and be 
given a topic, simulaƟon, or task to work on together. These acƟviƟes are designed to 
encourage students to think criƟcally about the content we are studying. At the end of class, 
students will submit their work directly to the instructor. Students will be graded on whether 
they complete the assigned tasks for the day’s acƟvity and the level of effort. While missed 
acƟviƟes cannot be made up for any reason, the instructor will automaƟcally drop the four 
lowest grades. 

Judicial Elec on Paper (10% of final course average) 

Students will author a short paper that analyzes the dynamics of a recent Texas judicial elecƟon 
(Due on 3/5/26). An assignment descripƟon will be available on Canvas.  Students are required 
to submit wriƩen assignments for this class to TurniƟn, a web-based plagiarism detecƟon 
service. Before submiƫng your paper to TurniƟn, please remove your Ɵtle page and other 
personal informaƟon. Any paper that is not submiƩed to TurniƟn will not be accepted by the 
instructor and will not be graded. 

Late Work 

Class acƟviƟes, quizzes, and exams cannot be taken late (though there is a makeup policy for 
exams). The Judicial ElecƟon paper can be submiƩed up to three days late but will receive a 10% 
deducƟon for every day it is submiƩed late.  

Final Le er Grades 

Final leƩer grades will be based on the following scale. 

A = 89.5%-100% 
B = 79.5%-89.4% 
C = 69.5%-79.4% 
D = 59.5%-69.4% 

F = 59.4% or below 
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Course Policies and Procedures 

Communica ons 

The quickest way to reach me is via email. I will respond within 24 hours to emails sent between 
M-F normal business hours. Responses to emails sent during the weekend could take 48-72 
hours. When emailing me, you need to include your course number in the subject line (I have 
over three hundred students this semester!), along with a brief descripƟon of the situaƟon. 
Please be courteous and kind in your email. You must email me from your official University 
email address; I will not respond to emails from third party providers. If you wish to discuss 
grades, however, you will need to do so in person during office hours.  

Technology in the classroom 

Numerous academic studies show that for most students (though not all) taking notes on a 
laptop is detrimental to academic performance. In the past I have banned laptops completely or 
severely restricted their use in class. To begin the semester, I will not do this, but if they become 
cumbersome, I might have to. I would encourage you to take notes using pen and paper. Cell 
phones should be put away and not used in class.  

I own the intellectual property rights to my lectures. I give you permission to take notes from 
them and use them for the purposes of studying for the class and becoming a more learned 
individual. I further grant you permission to share your types or wriƩen lecture notes with your 
classmates.  Students are not allowed to take pictures of overheads/slides. Students must 
receive permission directly from the instructor to audio record class lectures. Students may not 
share recordings of any kind with other students. Laptops should only be used to take typed 
notes.  Failure to heed these requirements will consƟtute a violaƟon of the academic integrity 
standards outlined in the next secƟon and may lead to academic discipline. Contact me directly 
if you have quesƟons about these requirements. 

Academic Integrity Standards and Sanc ons for viola ons 

According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, (hƩps://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-
003), academic misconduct “means the intenƟonal or unintenƟonal acƟon by a student to 
engage in behavior in the academic seƫng including, but not limited to: cheaƟng, fabricaƟon, 
facilitaƟng academic misconduct, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage.”  The policy goes on to state 
that “cheaƟng” is defined as “the use of unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise, 
including but not limited to: 1. Use of any unauthorized assistance to take exams, tests, quizzes, 
or other assessments; 2. Use of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in wriƟng 
papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; 3. Use, without 
permission, of tests, notes, or other academic materials belonging to instructors, staff members, 
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or other students of the University; 4. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of 
a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor; 5. any 
other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage on an academic assignment.”  Students 
who engage in academic misconduct can face various consequences including warnings, grade 
penalƟes, or expulsion from UNT. It is important for you to review the policy to make sure you 
understand it and ask quesƟons if you do not. For this class, acts of academic misconduct could 
include using unauthorized aids to complete assignments or exams, unauthorized use of 
GeneraƟve AI (see next secƟon) to complete assignments or exams, working with other 
students when not authorized to do so, though this list is not exhausƟve. You are allowed to 
study with your classmates, share wriƩen notes that you have typed or hand-wriƩen, and work 
together in group class acƟviƟes. The remainder of the course work must be done by you and 
alone. 

For the purposes of exams and quizzes, use of any materials (notes, textbooks, the Internet, AI, 
phones/tablets/other devices, etc.) is prohibited. If such behavior is observed or documented, 
the instructor may void the results as well as report such acƟons as violaƟons of academic 
integrity policy. 

Gen AI Use 

Prohibited Use: In this course, students need to work on their own to engage the material, 
readings, and overall course content to hone mastery of the material, criƟcal thinking skills, and 
communicaƟon skills. For this reason, use of GeneraƟve AI (GenAI) tools such as ChatGPT and 
similar tools is not permiƩed when it comes to compleƟng coursework. Using GenAI to 
complete any coursework (exams, assignments) will be considered a violaƟon of academic 
integrity rules and will be addressed according to the Academic Integrity policy discussed above. 
If you are unsure whether you can use something, ask the instructor.  

Extra Credit 

There is no extra credit planned for this course, so please do not ask (this is why I drop the 
specified number of quizzes and acƟviƟes). 

 

Addi onal Important Course Policies 

A endance and Par cipa on 

Because this course employs lectures, in-class acƟviƟes, and quizzes, regular aƩendance is 
essenƟal to academic success. While formal aƩendance will not be taken, poor aƩendance will 
adversely affect student performance on exams and acƟviƟes. As noted above, class acƟviƟes 
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and quizzes will be completed during the class period, so failing to aƩend class when acƟviƟes 
or quizzes are held will be detrimental to student grades.  

How to Succeed in this Course and at the University 

Grades are based upon a mastery of the presented material, and you are responsible for your 
own success. I encourage you to find opportuniƟes to learn with and through others. Explore 
Navigate360’s Study Buddy (hƩps://navigate.unt.edu) tool to join study groups. You can also use 
the coaching staff at the Learning Center.  

You are also encouraged to contact me during office hours if you are struggling. Simply put, I 
cannot help you if you do not seek out that help. One on one assistance is usually the best way 
to overcome course-related challenges. 

UNT offers a range of mental health and wellness services to help maintain balance and well-
being. If you need these types of support to help your academic and personal success, then do 
so.  

Mental health services: (hƩps://clear.unt.edu/student-support-services-policies) 
Success services: (hƩps://www.unt.edu/success) 
Wellness services: (hƩps://www.unt.edu/wellness) 
 
Syllabus change policy 

This syllabus is a guide. SomeƟmes circumstances or events, or even class progress, require 
tweaks or modificaƟons to a course syllabus during the semester. Any changes to the syllabus 
will be announced in advance. No addiƟonal work will ever be assigned, nor will deadlines ever 
be moved to earlier than stated in the syllabus (unless an egregious error is found in the 
syllabus or Canvas). 

ADA Statement 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable accommodaƟons for students with disabiliƟes. 
To request accommodaƟons, students must first register with the Office of Disability Access 
(ODA) by compleƟng an applicaƟon for services and providing documentaƟon to verify a 
student’s eligibility each semester. Once eligibility is confirmed, a student may request a leƩer 
of accommodaƟon. ODA will then email faculty a leƩer of reasonable accommodaƟon, iniƟaƟng 
a private discussion about students’ specific needs in the course. 

Students can request accommodaƟons at any Ɵme, but it is important to provide ODA noƟce to 
faculty as early as possible in the semester to avoid delays in implementaƟon. Keep in mind that 
students must obtain a new leƩer of accommodaƟon for each semester and meet with each 
faculty member before accommodaƟons can be implemented in each class. Students are 
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strongly encouraged to meet with faculty regarding their accommodaƟons during office hours. 
Faculty have the authority to ask students to discuss the leƩer during their designated office 
hours to protect student privacy. For more informaƟon and to access resources that can support 
learning needs, refer to the Office of Disability Access website 
(hƩps://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access) or contact them by phone at 940-565-
4323. 

Prohibi on of Discrimina on, Harassment, and Retalia on 

The University of North Texas prohibits discriminaƟon and harassment because of race, color, 
naƟonal origin, religion, sex, sexual orientaƟon, gender idenƟty, gender expression, age, 
disability, geneƟc informaƟon, veteran status, or any other characterisƟc protected under 
applicable federal or state law in its applicaƟon and admissions process; educaƟonal programs 
and acƟviƟes; employment policies, procedures, and processes; and university faciliƟes.  The 
University takes acƟve measures to prevent such conduct and invesƟgates and takes remedial 
acƟon when appropriate. 

Crea ng an Inclusive Environment 

Every student in this class has the right to learn and engage within an environment of respect 
and courtesy from others. All discussions should be civil and respecƞul. Although disagreements 
and debates are encouraged, personal aƩacks are not acceptable. By working together, the class 
can ensure a safe and welcoming environment for all. If a student ever feels like this is not the 
case, please contact me to discuss this. Students are encouraged to review UNT’s student code 
of conduct so that they start with the same baseline civility understanding (Code of Student 
Conduct) (hƩps://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012.) 

Campus Closure 

UNT is commiƩed to the safety and security of the campus community and recognizes the value 
of maintaining university operaƟons. However, in the event university operaƟons are disrupted 
due to an emergency or other hazardous condiƟons threatening the safety, health, or welfare of 
the campus community, UNT may be required to cancel classes, suspend operaƟons, or close 
the campus in its enƟrety. Students will be noƟfied by Eagle Alert if there is a campus closing 
that will impact a class. 

Important No ce for F-1 Students taking Distance Educa on Courses  

To comply with immigraƟon regulaƟons, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need 
to engage in an on-campus experienƟal component for this course. This component (which 
must be approved in advance by the instructor) can include acƟviƟes such as taking an on-
campus exam, parƟcipaƟng in an on-campus lecture or lab acƟvity, or other on-campus 
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experiences integral to the compleƟon of this course. If such an on-campus acƟvity is required, 
it is the student’s responsibility to do the following: 

(1) Submit a wriƩen request to the instructor for an on-campus experienƟal component within 
one week of the start of the course. (2) Ensure that the acƟvity on campus takes place and the 
instructor documents it in wriƟng with a noƟce sent to the InternaƟonal Student and Scholar 
Services Office. ISSS has a form available that you may use for this purpose. Because the 
decision may have serious immigraƟon consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his or 
her need to parƟcipate in an on-campus experienƟal component for this course, s/he should 
contact the UNT InternaƟonal Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-2195 or 
email internaƟonaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarificaƟon before the one-week deadline. 

Required Reading Schedule 

Below is the required reading schedule for the class. Since we will have readings quizzes, it is 
essenƟal to stay on this schedule. The instructor may assign content from websites, short 
arƟcles, news stories, or videos via class announcements. JP refers to a chapter number from 
the textbook. For 1/15, links will be given in Canvas to a copy of the US ConsƟtuƟon and the 
Federalist Papers (FP). 

 

Date Reading assignment Date Reading assignment 
1/13 Course Introduction, JP 1 3/5 JP 8 
1/15 JP 2 3/17 JP 9 

  US Constitution 3/19 JP 9 
  FP #10, 51, 78-83 3/24 JP 10 

1/20 JP 2 3/26 JP 10 
1/22 JP 3 3/31 JP 11 
1/27 JP 3 4/2 JP 11 
1/29 JP 4 4/7 Exam 2 
2/3 JP 4 4/9 JP 12 
2/5 JP 5 4/14 JP 12 

2/10 JP 5 4/16 JP 13 
2/12 JP 6 4/21 JP 13 
2/17 JP 6 4/23 JP 14 
2/19 JP 7 4/28 JP 14, 15 
2/24 JP 7 4/30 Concluding thoughts 
2/26 Exam 1 5/4 Exam 3 @ 3 PM 
3/3 JP 8     

 


