
Sociology 4260.001 Special Topics: Sociology of Education 
 

Term: Fall 2012. 
Instructor: Dr. Cynthia M. Cready, Associate Professor of Sociology. 
Class Time: TR 12:30PM – 1:50PM. 
Classroom: 135 RTFP, University of North Texas (UNT) campus. 
Phone: Office—940.369.8791; Department—940.565.2296. 
Office: 302C Chilton Hall, UNT campus. 
Office Hours: R 2:00PM – 3:30PM and By Appointment. 
E-mail: Cynthia.Cready@unt.edu 
 
Course Description: As an introduction to the sociology of education, the course focuses almost 
entirely on modern schooling, particularly the K-12th grades in the United States, from a 
sociological perspective. However, where appropriate, we will consider evidence from other 
times, countries, and social science disciplines. Topics include: the development and expansion 
of mass education; the role of education in status attainment and social mobility processes; the 
application of the concepts of human capital, cultural capital, and social capital to educational 
processes; changing theoretical perspectives on schooling and the schooling process; 
stratification between and within schools; the effects of social class, race, ethnicity, gender, and 
sexuality on schooling and the schooling process; and teachers, student behavior, and adolescent 
subcultures. We will also spend a couple of weeks on higher education and some of the issues it 
faces. Students will develop and demonstrate their mastery of course topics through active 
participation in class discussions, posting on the class discussion board, taking and passing 
exams, and writing a brief educational autobiography. 
 
Textbook: 
  
Arum, R., Beattie, I. R., & Ford K., eds. (2011). The Structure of Schooling: Readings in the 
Sociology of Education, 2nd Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press. 
  
Course Requirements: 
 
Reading Assignments. You are responsible for reading the assigned chapters from the textbook 
before the class period indicated on the attached course outline. For some topics, additional 
readings will be assigned. Any additional readings for a topic will be identified and provided (as 
a handout or on the course’s website on UNT Blackboard Vista (http://ecampus.unt.edu)) at least 
one week prior to the scheduled discussion of the topic in class. 
 
Examinations. There will be three (3) in-class, closed-books exams. Each of the exams will 
cover a different set of material. Exams will consist of multiple choice and short answer/essay 
questions. Questions will be drawn from material covered in the assigned readings and 
classroom lectures, presentations, films/videos, discussions, and activities.  
 
Each of the exams is worth 100 points. 
 



You will be allowed to “make-up” a missed exam only if you have a documented university-
excused absence, and you notify me in advance. 
 
Posts to the Class Discussion Board on the Course’s Blackboard Vista Website. Instead of 
meeting face to face on Tuesday, November 20, we will meet on-line. Specifically, you will be 
required to read several articles about “higher education on-line” and will have from Thursday, 
November 15 2:00PM to 11:59PM Monday, November 26 to contribute three (3) times to the 
class discussion board on that topic. The articles and directions for the posts will be distributed 
in class on Thursday, November 15 and posted to the course website in UNT Blackboard Vista 
(http://ecampus.unt.edu). An acceptable post must follow the directions given. These posts are 
worth a total of 30 points. 
 
Short Educational Autobiography. You are required to write an approximately four-page 
paper describing and analyzing your own educational experience. In the first page and one-half 
you should introduce your paper and provide a summary of your educational experience from 
kindergarten (K) up to college. In the next two and one-half pages you should analyze your 
educational experience by using specific incidences and/or examples and applying/relating these 
to at least three sociological concepts/findings covered in the readings and/or class. The paper 
should also include both a cover page (title, your name, the course number and name [i.e., SOCI 
4260.001: Sociology of Education], the term and year [i.e., Fall 2012]) and a bibliography page. 
The cover and bibliography pages do not count toward the four-page requirement. 
 
The paper should be typed double-spaced with one-inch margins using a 12-point font. The 
paper is due 11:59PM on Tuesday, November 20. You must submit the paper in a Microsoft 
Word document format (i.e., with a .doc or .docx file extension) as an “attachment” using the 
designated link in UNT Blackboard Vista (http://ecampus.unt.edu) on or before the due date. 
Points will be deducted for late and/or improperly submitted papers. Keep a hard copy of the 
paper for your records.  
 
The paper is worth 100 points, and will be graded as follows: descriptive summary of 
educational experience (30 points); analysis of a portion of this experience using sociological 
concepts (60 points); and readability (e.g., organization, sentence structure, grammar, format, 
etc.) (10 points). 
 
Class Attendance. Material covered in class will go beyond the textbook and other assigned 
readings. Thus, regular and punctual class attendance is strongly encouraged and rewarded. 
Beginning with the second class meeting on Tuesday, September 4, during each class meeting 
you will earn one (1) “extra credit” point for being present and signing the roll sheet when it is 
circulated. If you are absent from a class meeting or fail to sign the roll sheet when it is 
circulated, you will earn zero (0) “extra credit” points for that class meeting. Class handouts will 
be posted on UNT Blackboard Vista after each class meeting. However, if you miss a class meeting, 
you will need to obtain notes from another student. I do not provide copies of my notes to students. 
 
Extra Credit. Other opportunities to earn “extra credit” points may be offered at my discretion. 
Any such opportunity will be offered to the class as a whole. 
 



Evaluation: 
  
Point values for each of the requirements and the grading scale for the course are given below. 
 
        Possible  
        Points  
Exam 1       100 
Exam 2       100 
Exam 3       100 
Three (3) “Higher Education On-Line” 
     Discussion Board Posts       30  
Short Educational Autobiography    100   
        430 
Total Points Earned    Final Grade 
387 or more        A 
344 - 386      B 
301 - 343      C 
258 - 300           D 
257 or fewer      F 
 
Additional Class Policies & Procedures: 
 
Electronic Devices. As a courtesy to others, silence all electronic devices (e.g., cell phones, 
pagers, portable media devices, and laptops) during class. 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior. Student behavior that interferes with my ability to conduct a class 
or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any 
instructional forum. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 
classroom and I may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's 
conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct 
apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at 
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sites/default/files/images/code_of_student_conduct.pdf.  
 
Some of the material in this course will touch on sensitive subjects, such as religion, 
race/ethnicity, sexuality, and politics. In discussing such topics, it is important that we respect 
views different from our own. Thus, in expressing your views, speak to others in a respectful 
way, and avoid comments and behaviors that disparage individuals. Speaking informally but 
respectfully about sensitive subjects is an important skill, and I hope that this class will help you 
learn it. 
 
Academic Integrity. You are expected to understand and comply with UNT’s Code of Student 
Conduct (http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sites/default/files/images/code_of_student_conduct.pdf). 
Cheating or plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to 
university policy and procedure. Advice on avoiding plagiarism is offered by the Purdue 
University Online Writing Lab at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/. 



 
Disability Accommodation. UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide 
you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding 
your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay 
in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester 
and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional 
information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You 
may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.  
 
Emergency Notification & Procedures. UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify 
you with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and 
health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). The system sends voice 
messages (and text messages upon permission) to the phones of all active faculty staff, and students. 
Please make certain to update your phone numbers at www.my.unt.edu. In the event of a university 
closure, check the course website in UNT Blackboard Vista for my contingency plan for covering the 
course material. 
 
Retention of Student Records. Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure 
location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and 
written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after 
course completion. Coursework completed via the UNT Blackboard Vista on-line system, including 
grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment. You have a right 
to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to 
other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public 
Information Policy and F.E.R.P.A. (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) laws and the 
university’s policy in accordance with those mandates at the following link: 
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html.  
 
Student Evaluation of Teaching. Student feedback is important and an essential part of 
participation of this course. The Student Evaluation of Teaching (SETE) is a requirement for all 
organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available at the end of the semester to 
provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. 
 



Tentative Sequence of Course Topics: 
 
A schedule of course topics, readings, and assignments is provided below. This schedule is 
subject to change. Any changes will be announced during class and posted to the course website 
in UNT Blackboard Vista (http://ecampus.unt.edu). As mentioned earlier, there will likely be 
some additional assigned readings. These readings will be announced and distributed in class 
and/or announced and posted to the course website in UNT Blackboard Vista in advance of their 
scheduled discussion in class. 
 
Week 1 R 08/30 Introduction & Overview of the Course 
   Socialization & Education    
 
I. HISTORICAL & THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES 
 
Week 2 T 09/04 Early American Public Education 
 R 09/06 Early American Public Education 
   Readings: Distributed in 08/30 Class & Posted to the Course Website in  
   UNT Blackboard Vista 
 
Week 3 T 09/11 Status Attainment & Social Mobility 
    Readings: #1, #2, #3 & #4 
 R 09/13 Status Attainment & Social Mobility  
 
Week 4 T 09/18 Human Capital, Cultural Capital, & Social Capital 
   Readings: #5, #6, #7 & #47 
 R 09/20 Human Capital, Cultural Capital & Social Capital 
 
Week 5 T 09/25 Perspectives on Schooling & the Schooling Process 
   Readings: #8, #9 
 R 09/27 Perspectives on Schooling & the Schooling Process 
   Readings: #10, #11 & #42 
 
Week 6  T 10/02 Catch-up & Review 
 R 10/04 Exam 1  
 
II. STRATIFICATION WITHIN & BETWEEN SCHOOLS 
 
Week 7 T 10/09 Racial Segregation & Resource Inequality between U.S. Schools 
   Readings: #14, #16 & #17 
 R 10/11 Racial Segregation & Resource Inequality between U.S. Schools 
 
Week 8 T 10/16 Tracking & Stratification within U.S. Schools 
   Readings: #18, #19 & #20 
 



III. CLASS, RACE, ETHNICITY, GENDER & SEXUALITY 
 
 R 10/18 Class 
   Readings: #12 & #23  
 
Week 9  T 10/23 Class 
   Readings: #22, #24 & #46 
 R 10/25 Race & Ethnicity 
   Readings: #25, #26, #27, #29, #30 
 
Week 10 T 10/30 Race & Ethnicity 
   Readings: #28 & #31 
 R 11/01 Race & Ethnicity 
 
Week 11  T 11/06 Catch-up & Review 
 R 11/08  Exam 2 
 
Week 12  T 11/13 Gender & Sexuality 
   Readings: #32, #33, #34 & #35 
 
IV. TEACHERS, STUDENT BEHAVIOR & ADOLESCENT SUBCULTURES 
 
 R 11/15 Teachers, Student Behavior & Adolescent Subcultures 
   Readings: #36, #37 & #38 
 
Week 13 T 11/20 Higher Education On-Line 
   Readings: Distributed in 11/15 Class & Posted to the Course Website in  
   UNT Blackboard Vista 
   Due: Short Educational Autobiography 
 

 R 11/22 THANKSGIVING BREAK—NO CLASS 
 
Week 14 T 11/27 Teachers, Student Behavior & Adolescent Subcultures 
    
 R 11/29 Higher Education On-Line 
   Peer Culture on College Campuses 
   Readings: #39 & #40 
   Due: Three Posts to the “Higher Education On-Line” Class Discussion  
   Board on the Course Website in UNT Blackboard Vista 
 
Week 15 T 12/04 WRAP-UP & 
 R 12/06 REVIEW 
 
Week 16 T 12/13 (10:30AM –12:30PM) EXAM 3 


