German Popular Culture 
WLLC 3410
Maymester in Berlin/ 2026

Faculty Contact:	Dr. Cindy Renker
Email: cindy.renker@unt.edu
Cell: +1-972-369-9940 (WhatsApp only)

Course Description:

This course is faculty-led study abroad program taking place in Berlin, Germany. It is offered during Maymester, from May 16 to May 31, 2026. Last day to depart the U.S. for Berlin will be May 15, 2025.

Through exposure to, and analysis of different aspects of German popular culture (such as film, food, music, media, sports, language, street art, eco-tourism, and other cultural artifacts) and its historical and socio-political context, students will learn to think about how culture develops and is influenced. They will also reflect on their own culture through assignments focusing on cultural comparisons. Online/in-person instruction will be supplemented by workshops, visits and tours, excursions, guest lectures, film screenings, and hands-on activities.

This course is taught in English and counts toward the German Studies major and minor.


This course also fulfills the CLASS requirement for Communication and Digital Skills:

This course fulfills the CLASS requirement for Communication and Digital Skills. At the end of this course, students should be able to demonstrate effective communication using a digital technological platform and do at least two of the following: 1. Demonstrate the ability to communicate a central idea effectively using appropriate organization/structure. 2. Demonstrate the ability to develop content at an advanced level using a combination of effective supporting materials. 3. Demonstrate the ability to engage in verbal and nonverbal communication behaviors that are appropriate for the audience and adhere to the conventions of the medium selected (written, oral, or visual).


Pre-requisites:

None

Language of instruction:

English (knowledge of German is NOT required for this course)







Required Materials:

All materials (videos, readings, handouts, links, etc.) will be posted on Canvas. Students will need access to a laptop or iPad, and the internet.


Course Objectives/Student Learning outcomes:

· Analyze the form and content of German popular culture from 1920s to the present.

· Respond critically to the socio-political context in which the expressions/artifacts of German popular culture were created. This will be achieved through presentations, discussions, work- and activity sheets, and hands-on activities

· Identify the theoretical discourse that orientates the processes by which the expressions/artifacts of German popular culture are created and received.

· Develop digital skills by responding critically to expressions of German popular culture and its impact on coming to terms with challenging issues such as National Socialism, German popular music, colonialism, the refuge crisis, and environmentalism. This will be demonstrated through presentations, in which a central idea is verbally/non-verbally communicated and its content is developed at an advanced level and through a final creative project.


Technical Support:

Student Helpdesk: UIT Helpdesk Sage Hall 130
940-565-2324
helpdesk@unt.edu

Technical Skill Requirements:

To be successful in this course, basic technical skills are required. Students are expected to know how to use Canvas, download and upload files on it, send and receive emails, check announcements and set up notifications so that they know when assignments are due. 

Policies:

Go to the World Languages webpage for departmental policies: http://worldlanguages.unt.edu/.

The Department of World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures fully supports and enforces all University policies regarding academic misconduct (cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, etc.) and personal misconduct (disruptive behavior, incivility, etc.) as outlined in the Code of Student Conduct and Discipline, available in the Undergraduate Catalog and online at https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/academic-integrity

ADA Policy:

“The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information, see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.”
UNT Policy Manual, Volume 3, 18.1.14, part II

Course Structure and expectations:
Because all the materials for this course are available online (links or documents posted on Canvas), I recommend that you go through the modules and save copies of the assigned readings to your laptop or tablet that can be accessed offline. If at any point you have problems accessing the material make sure to message me (through Canvas, Whatsapp, or my UNT email).

· Each night, you need to prepare for the next day by doing your homework/readings and other assignments. You should also check the itinerary for the next day.
· Homework/assignments will be due each morning by 9 am German time to be prepared for the day ahead.
· Scheduled visits, tours, screenings, and activities are mandatory and integral part of the course curriculum. Failure to attend will result in a grade penalty. Students are expected to be punctual and should double-check meeting times with the instructor if necessary. 
· As UNT students, you are expected to abide by the UNT student code of conduct. Additionally, rules set forth by our partner organization as well as German laws must be followed at all times.
· Students should demonstrate appropriate behavior during programmed activities. For example, it is unacceptable for students to miss a visit because they are hungover or stayed up too late the night before.
· Failure to follow all rules and policies will result in a grade penalty: students who miss a scheduled visit/activity without a documented excuse (e.g. doctor’s note) or exhibit inappropriate behavior during programmed activities will incur a 10% overall grade reduction for each infraction.
· While students are free to do what they want during rest days or outside of scheduled visits, please use common sense and practice safety when out and about. Students should not go out alone, especially at night. Always go in pairs or in a group. There is safety in numbers. 
· Students are responsible for communicating with their instructor if they are having issues.

· For non-academic matters, students should contact the appropriate parties (e.g. talk to the hotel receptionist if the oven does not work or you are missing towels, contact the partner organization’s representative if you are needing to go to the doctor or are having banking issues, etc.)

Grading scale:

Your grade will be calculated according to the following scale. Please note that grades are not curved. There is no extra credit awarded in this course.

	Percentage
	Letter Grade

	90 – 100 %
	A

	80 – 89.9 %
	B

	70 – 79.9 %
	C

	60 – 69.9 %
	D

	0 – 59.9 %
	F




Grade distribution:Homework/readings assignments
30%
Journals & Discussions
40%
Presentation
15%
Final Project
15%







Homework/
reading assignments:


All students need to do their homework (assigned readings, videos, films, activities, etc.) before 9 am each day. 

Journals & Discussions:

On a daily basis, students will submit a journal entry reflecting on their day and the visits/cultural element(s) studied that day. This assignment will not only serve as a journal but will also allow students to present specific cultural aspects (entries should be accompanied by photos of cultural products/artefacts). Students will have the options between different modalities for their submissions (text and pictures, videos, etc.). Additionally, our class will also engage in online or in-person discussions before/after/during visits and students are expected to actively participate by making relevant quality contributions.

Presentations:
In preparation for some of the visits, students will be asked to present relevant information related to the visit (as assigned by the instructor). Presentations will be short and done in front of the whole class. For more information, see Canvas.

Final project:

At the end of the program, students will present a final creative project. Please see Canvas for more information.


Daily Calendar

Tentative itinerary: changes may be made, and we encourage flexibility with the schedule.
PLEASE SEE ITINERARY FOR MEETING TIMES AND LOCATIONS!

Tentative Itinerary

	Day

	
	Assignments

	F May 15


	Last day to leave the US for Berlin

	


	Sa May 16

	Last day to arrive in Berlin

Orientation 
Welcome Dinner

	 See Canvas


	Su May 17
	Visit the Berlin Wall Memorial and take tour of Cold War sites: explore East German culture and history as well as Cold War history and its artifacts.


	 See Canvas


	M May 18

	Visit to the Olympic Stadium: learn more about the history of German sports and receive a wealth of information on Germany’s complex sports history and its role during the Nazi regime. Tour "Tunnel and Bunker Dresdner Straße: learn about how Berlin’s political and social changes and how the underground structures were used in different historical periods, including wartime and the division of the city. 

	 See Canvas


	T May 19

	Visit/tour of Spreewald with boat tour: UNESCO biosphere reserve as an example of popular eco-tourism, the cultural heritage of a Slavic ethnic minority, forms of transportation (waterways), and famous regional delicacies. 


	 See Canvas


	W May 20


	Visit Berlin-Kreuzberg: learn about Berlin’s most diverse district, including its countercultures, diverse communities, gentrification, street art, and migrant/immigrant cultures

	 See Canvas


	Th May 21

	Visit the Marienfelde Refugee Center Museum: learn about the German refugee crisis in the German socio-political context, German refugee history (Cold War), migration (movements), German colonialism, and the refugee crisis. 

	
  See Canvas


	F May 22

	Visit/Tour Hansa Music Studios and performance: learn about Germany's most legendary music recording studio and its impact on the national and international music scene and attend a musical performance


	 See Canvas

	Sa May 23

	Free Day
	 See Canvas

	Su May 24

	Visit the DDR museum: explore and examine cultural artifacts of Communist East Germany and their cult status today

	 See Canvas



	M May 25

	Tour of the Topography of Terror, located on the site of the former Nazi SS and Gestapo headquarters and learn about the mechanisms of state terror during the Third Reich and its artifacts. 
Tour of Berlin focused on “Weimar Berlin - Art, Culture & Cabaret”. During the tour, you will learn about cultural and social life in Berlin during the 1920s, exploring topics such as art, cinema, nightlife, and the changing role of women, the development of Berlin’s queer scene as examples of Berlin’s vibrant 1920s era. 

	 See Canvas

	T May 26




	Tour the Film Museum Potsdam and learn about the production history of films made in Babelsberg over the past 100 years: filmmakers, film technology, costumes, documents, etc.
Participate in a workshop about the early films of the Weimar Republic. 
Visit of the Filmpark Babelsberg, right next to the legendary Studio Babelsberg, Europe’s largest and oldest major film studio, founded in 1912. It features over 20 film-themed attractions, including original film sets and interactive exhibits spanning more than a century of filmmaking history. 

	 See Canvas


	W May 27


	Tour through Berlin’s iconic center, from Potsdamer Platz to the Brandenburg Gate. You’ll explore famous film locations while discovering how the city’s history, from pre-war times to the Cold War, shaped these spaces. The tour brings Berlin’s cinematic stories to life in the places where they were filmed. 

	 See Canvas


	Th May 28

	Food tour of Berlin-Prenzlauer Berg: learn about a district that once belonged to the working people and later has been transformed into a trendy district, following traces of Jewish life, working-class culture, and local artists. 

	 See Canvas

	F May 29

	Free Day

	 See Canvas



	Sa May 30

	Class session
Final Projects
Farewell dinner

	 See Canvas

	Su May 31

	Departure
	




