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ENGL 4800
Representations of Jews in European Literature
Fall 2016
Dr. Cindy K. Renker
Lang 401A
Office Hours: MWF 2-3 pm and T by appointment
Email: cindy.renker@unt.edu
Course Description and Objectives
Jews have been represented in European literature since the Middle Ages. Unfortunately, that representation, due to the long history of anti-Semitism, was more often than not stereotypical and usually an almost universally negative portrayal. Although the portrayal of Jews in literature was continuously antisemitic and largely unaffected by political and cultural changes in Jewish life, not all representations of Jews were unfavorable.

Students will read canonical works of European literature from a variety of literary periods to examine the portrayal of Jews throughout the ages. In addition, students will study the traditions and conditions, which produced these texts, and how they relate to their cultural, socio-historical, and political contexts. Literary texts from the Middle Ages, the Elizabethan Age, the Enlightenment, the Age of Romanticism and Modernity will not only shed light on the largely continued misrepresentation of Jews but also on the history of Jewish life in Europe. 
Texts
Geoffrey Chaucer, “The Prioress’s Tale” (handout)
William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice (Norton, 2005)

Voltaire, Candide (Dover, 1991)
Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, Nathan the Wise (Bedford, 2004)
Selected Poems (handouts)
Selected Grimms’ fairy tales and legends (handouts)

Charles Dickens, Oliver Twist (Norton, 1992)

Susan Tegel, Jew Suss: Life, Legend, Fiction, Film (Bloomsbury, 2011)

Evaluation and Assignments

Attendance/Class Participation (25%)

Response Papers (35%)

Group Presentation (15%)

Final Paper (25%)

Course Policies

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory not optional. Missing more than two class meetings will negatively impact your attendance/participation grade. 

Participation: This is a discussion-based class, so one cannot hope to do well without consistently displaying active engagement with the literary texts. It is a foundational requirement of the course to participate in class discussions. You do not have to speak constantly, but you do have to speak consistently, and you have to make it clear, moreover, that you have not only read the material assigned, but also that you have thought about it carefully and come to class prepared for a meaningful discussion. Your response papers (discussed below) will be a helpful tool. 
Response Papers: You will write a total of seven short response papers over the course of the semester. Each response should be between 250 and 500 words long, typed, double-spaced, a font of 12, 1” margins all around. No late papers or make-ups accepted! You will bring two copies to class with you. One copy will be turned in to me, the other will remain with you for reference and note-taking during class discussions. 

In your response papers, you should also raise question(s). These should be open-ended and not single-sentence questions. Let authorial intent, in addition to your own reflections, guide you in raising critical question(s) about issues and themes. The questions of authorial intent raised in your papers will help you focus your thinking and help you participate in class discussions. I will provide you with examples on the first day of class.
Group Presentation: Students will present once during the semester. Presentations will be on authors, literary periods, or historical events, settings, or figures. A sign-up sheet for the various topics will be passed around at the beginning of the semester. Presentations should be 15 minutes in length and include visuals (power points are recommended). Each student in a group should speak an equal length. Students may use notes but cannot read their presentation. 
Final Paper: One of your response papers will serve as the basis for your final paper, which will be an analytical essay. Toward the end of the semester, please review your papers and choose one that you will expand into a final paper. You are to analyze that literary work in greater depth and the issues and themes it raises regarding the portrayal of Jews by addressing the cultural, socio-historical, and/or political context. The paper needs to be five to seven pages long, typed, and double-spaced. It is due the last day of class. 
TENTATIVE OUTLINE GUIDE

	Week
	Topic
	

	Week 1

Aug 29
	Introduction
	

	Week 2

Sept 6
	Chaucer and Medieval England/Shakespeare
	Presentation

Response Paper #1

	Week 3

Sept 12 
	Shakespeare
	Presentation



	Week 4

Sept 19
	Shakespeare
	Presentation



	Week 5

Sept. 26
	Shakespeare/Voltaire
	Presentation

Response Paper #2

	Week 6

Oct 3
	Voltaire and Enlightenment France
	Presentation



	Week 7

Oct 10
	Voltaire and Enlightenment France/Lessing
	Presentation
Response Paper #3

	Week 8

Oct 17
	Lessing and Enlightenment
	Presentation



	Week 9

Oct 24
	Lessing and Enlightenment
	Presentation
Response Paper #4

	Week 10

Oct 31
	Romanticism/poems
	Presentation

	Week 11

Nov 7
	Romanticism/Grimms/
Dickens
	Presentation

Response Paper #5

	Week 12

Nov 14
	Dickens
	Presentation

	Week 13

Nov 21
	Dickens
	Presentation

Response Paper #6

	Week 14

Nov 28
	Jew Suss
	Presentation

Response Paper #7

	Week 15

Dec 5
	Jew Suss
	Final Paper


Student Behavior in the Classroom: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr.

Specifically for TAMS students: If you are absent for any reason, you are required to file an absence report with Dr. Donna Fleming of the TAMS Academic Office.You must complete the “Absence Form” on the TAMS Academic Website. In addition, as your professor, I will send periodic attendance reports to the TAMS Academic Office. TAMS students are not allowed the use of computers in the classroom.

Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism: Cheating and plagiarism are serious matters. The usual penalties for these offenses include failure for the assignment, failure in the course, and a written report to the Dean of Students.
Religious Holidays: 

In accordance with Section 51.911 of the Texas Education Code, UNT will allow a student who is absent from class for observance of a religious holy day to take an examination or complete an assignment scheduled for that day within a reasonable time. Students are required to file a written request with each professor within the first 15 days of the semester to qualify for an excused absence.  A copy of the state rules and procedures regarding holy days and the form for notification of absence from each class under this provision are available from the Registrar’s Office.

Emergency Notification & Procedures: 
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify you with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). The system sends voice messages (and text messages upon permission) to the phones of all active faculty staff, and students. Please make certain to update your phone numbers at www.my.unt.edu. Some helpful emergency preparedness actions include: 1) ensuring you in know the evacuation routes and severe weather shelter areas, determining how you will contact family and friends if phones are temporarily unavailable, and identifying where you will go if you need to evacuate the Denton area suddenly. In the event of a university closure, please refer to Blackboard for contingency plans for covering course materials. 

American with Disabilities Act Compliance: 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
Student Perception of Teaching: 

The Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught. I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SPOT to be an important part of your participation in this class.

