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FUNDAMENTALS OF CONDUCTING

MUAG 3800, SECTION 002
FALL, 2010
Instructor

Dr. Clay Couturiaux, Assistant Director of Orchestral Studies
Office


Murchison Performing Arts Center, Room 137

940-565-3732 (Voicemail answered 24 hours)




clay.couturiaux@unt.edu
Office hours

by appointment
Required

• The Modern Conductor, seventh edition, by Elizabeth A. H. Green

Materials

• baton

• 3-ring binder

• SD card (2 gb minimum)
• Your Instrument

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Development of a professional conducting approach with emphasis on techniques appropriate to orchestral, wind, and choral conducting.  Course will include instruction in beginning and intermediate conducting techniques, score analysis and preparation, development of visual/aural discrimination skills, the role of the conductor in historical perspective, and a review of basic musicianship.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Attendance
Attendance is expected for all scheduled classes.  The nature of the course requires active participation and interaction among all class members at all times.  As a general rule, students are not excused from any class under any circumstances.  The following rules regarding attendance apply:


*Each tardy will be counted as ½ an absence


Absences
0-2
3
4
5
6 or more


A
B
C
D
F
*There will be no make-up opportunities for the conducting experiences.  Other make-ups will be determined on a case-by-case basis by the instructor.

Conducting
Weekly conducting assignments will be given and graded.  Each student will be expected 

Assignments
to conduct the assigned musical excerpts in class with the class members as the ensemble.  Missed assignments may not be made up.
Written


Individual written work pertinent to the lecture material will be assigned as needed.  Assignments

Examples include transposition assignments, article summaries, term definitions, and 

analyses.

Rehearsal
Each student is required to submit two rehearsal observations, each reflecting forty-five
Observations
minutes spent in a university or professional (conducted) ensemble rehearsal.  The student must be an observer and not a member of the ensemble.  The reports must represent two different performing mediums (choral, major jazz ensemble, orchestral, or winds) as well as different conductors.

All reports must be typed – double spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, and all margins 1 inch.  The length must be a minimum of one page and a maximum of two pages.  Failure to complete this requirement will result in the reduction of the final grade by one letter grade.  For full credit, the assignment must be turned in during class on the following due dates: 
1st Rehearsal Observation – Friday, September 17, 2010



2nd Rehearsal Observation – Friday, November 5, 2010
Concert
Each student is required to submit two concert observations of conducted performances.

Observations
The student must observe from the audience and may not be a performer during any portion of the concert.  The reports must represent two different performing mediums (choral, major jazz ensemble, orchestral, or winds) as well as different conductors.

All reports must be typed – double spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, and all margins 1 inch.  The length must be a minimum of one page and a maximum of two pages.  Failure to complete this requirement will result in the reduction of the final grade by one letter grade.  For full credit, the assignment including a program of the concert must be turned in during class on the following due dates: 

1st Concert Observation – Friday, October 8, 2010



2nd Concert Observation – Wednesday, December 1, 2010
Written Exams

Your study of the Green text will be tested on three different dates:

Test I (Chapters I-V) 

Friday, September 24, 2010
Test II (Chapters VI-X) 

Friday, October 22, 2010
Test III (Chapters XI-XVI) 
Friday, November 19, 2010
If you do not take a test on the designated day, your test grade will automatically be 

dropped by one letter grade.  Written exams will also include questions pertaining to 

class discussions.  

Final


Monday, December 13, 2010

8:00am-10:00am
Conducting

Exam

GRADING




Conducting Demonstration



45%

Written Exams and Assignments



40%

Final Conducting Exam




15%

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES
August

27
No Class [Couturiaux in Orchestral Studies Auditions]


30
Introduction to Conducting; Five Basic Beat Patterns


September
1
Beethoven, Ravel, Shostakovich excerpts [Basic Time-Beating; 2, 3, 4 patterns]


3
Beethoven, Ravel, Shostakovich excerpts [Basic Time-Beating; 2, 3, 4 patterns]


6
No Class [Labor Day]



8
Beethoven, Ravel, Shostakovich excerpts [Basic Time-Beating; 2, 3, 4 patterns]


10
Beethoven, Ravel, Shostakovich excerpts [Basic Time-Beating; 2, 3, 4 patterns]
13
Beethoven, Ravel, Shostakovich excerpts [Basic Time-Beating; 2, 3, 4 patterns]
15
Bach, Beethoven, Stravinsky excerpts [Duple and Triple Division Patterns]
17
Bach, Beethoven, Stravinsky excerpts [Duple and Triple Division Patterns]; 



1st Rehearsal Observation Due
20
Bach, Beethoven, Stravinsky excerpts [Duple and Triple Division Patterns]
22
Bach, Beethoven, Stravinsky excerpts [Duple and Triple Division Patterns]
24
Written Exam #1 [Chapters 1-5 and Class Discussions]
27
Bach - Chorales [Fermatas] 

29
Bach - Chorales [Fermatas]
October

1
Bach - Chorales [Fermatas]


4
Bach - Chorales [Fermatas]


6
Bach - Chorales [Fermatas]


8
Excerpts from The Modern Conductor [Lopsided Time-Beating in Various Tempos];




1st Concert Observation Due






11
Excerpts from The Modern Conductor [Lopsided Time-Beating in Various Tempos]




13
Excerpts from The Modern Conductor [Lopsided Time-Beating in Various Tempos]




15
Excerpts from The Modern Conductor [Melding]






18
Excerpts from The Modern Conductor [Melding]







20
Excerpts from The Modern Conductor [Melding]







22
Written Exam #2 [Chapters 6-10 and Class Discussions]







25
Clefs and Transpositions









27
Score Study and Score Marking; Transposition Assignment Due





29
Mozart – Symphony [Expressive Gestures; Left Hand; Phrasing]



November 
1
Mozart – Symphony [Expressive Gestures; Left Hand; Phrasing]





3
Mozart – Symphony [Expressive Gestures; Left Hand; Phrasing]





5
Mozart – Symphony [Expressive Gestures; Left Hand; Phrasing];



2nd Rehearsal Observation Due









8
Mozart – Symphony [Expressive Gestures; Left Hand; Phrasing]






10
Mozart – Symphony [Expressive Gestures; Left Hand; Phrasing]






12
Mozart – Symphony [Expressive Gestures; Left Hand; Phrasing]





15
Mozart – Symphony [Expressive Gestures; Left Hand; Phrasing]


17
Review for Written Exam#3


19
Written Exam #3 [Chapters 11-16 and Class Discussions]


22
Final Conducting Assignment


24
Final Conducting Assignment


29
Final Conducting Assignment
December
1
Final Conducting Assignment; 2nd Concert Observation Due


3
Final Conducting Assignment


13
Final Conducting Exam
