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ORCHESTRAL CONDUCTING

MUAG 3870.002
SPRING, 2011
Instructor:

Dr. Clay Couturiaux, Assistant Director of Orchestral Studies

clay.couturiaux@unt.edu

Murchison Performing Arts Center, Room 137 

940-565-3732 (office)
Office hours:


by appointment
Textbook:


No textbook.  Certain score copies may be provided by instructor; you are welcome to purchase your 

own scores – consult instructor for advice on editions.  Most public domain scores may be downloaded 

online at:  http://imslp.org/wiki/Main_Page
Materials:


• baton

• 3-ring binder

• SD card (2 gb minimum)

• Your Instrument

Expected Outcomes:


Students will have made significant improvements in knowledge and ability in the following areas:


1. Physical technique of conducting.


2. Score study and analysis.


3. Orchestral repertoire.


4. Concerto accompanying.


5. Knowledge of mainstream repertoire programming.


6. Rehearsal technique.

Methods for Assessing the Expected Outcomes:


1. Instructor’s assessment of improvement in physical technique of conducting.


2. Instructor’s assessment of improvement in accompanying and other related techniques.


3. Instructor’s assessment of the student’s score study.


4. Instructor’s assessment of improvement and knowledge of programming and other related issues.

Course Requirements:
Conducting:


Students will receive a grade each time they conduct from the podium.  The major portion of the 


grade will pertain to how well the student knows the score.


Attendance and Class Participation:


Your presence is necessary as both conductor and ensemble member.



1-2 absences will not cause a grade to drop.  3-4 absences will affect your grade to some degree. 



More than 4 absences will affect grade drastically and may cause a student to fail this class.  If a 



student is called on to conduct on a given day and the student is absent, that student will receive a 


zero for the day.  


Written and Reading Assignments:



Students need to acquire a 3-ring binder for accumulated written and reading assignments.  


Assignments are to be turned in on white 8½ x 11 paper, typewritten, with three-hole punches 


for binder.  All assignments are to be turned in with one copy for the professor and one to be 


retained for the notebook of the student
Repertoire:

Mozart: Overture to Don Giovanni, K. 527

Beethoven: Symphony No. 7 in A Major, Op. 92; I. Poco sostenuto – Vivace

Brahms: Tragic Overture, Op. 81

Concerto (excerpt) TBA


Tchaikovsky: Swan Lake, Op. 20; Waltz, Spanish Dance, Finale


Tchaikovsky: Romeo and Juliet Overture-Fantasy
Grading:



Attendance; In-Class Conducting Experience 





50%


Reading Assignments








10%


Written Assignments








15%

Final Conducting Exam with UNT Concert Orchestra (Friday, April 30, 2009; 12:15-2:05pm)
25%

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

January

19
Introduction to Orchestral Conducting; Review Transpositions


21
Mozart; Beethoven




24
Mozart; Beethoven


26
Mozart; Beethoven


28
Mozart; Beethoven 



31
Mozart; Beethoven ; Programming Assignment #1 Due
February
2
Mozart; Beethoven 


4
Mozart; Beethoven
7
Mozart; Beethoven
9
Brahms; Beethoven
11
Brahms; Beethoven
14
Brahms; Beethoven; Programming Assignment #2 Due
16
Brahms; Beethoven


18
Brahms; Beethoven 
21
Brahms; Beethoven


23
Brahms; Beethoven


25
Concerto Excerpts 



28
Concerto Excerpts; Programming Assignment #3 Due

March

2
Concerto Excerpts





4
Concerto Excerpts


7
Concerto Excerpts




9
Concerto Excerpts



11
Concerto Excerpts








21
Tchaikovsky – Swan Lake (excerpts); Programming Assignment #4 Due



23
Tchaikovsky – Swan Lake (excerpts)





25
Tchaikovsky – Swan Lake (excerpts)






28
Tchaikovsky – Swan Lake (excerpts)







30
Tchaikovsky – Swan Lake (excerpts)





April

1
Tchaikovsky – Romeo and Juliet







4
Tchaikovsky – Romeo and Juliet; Programming Assignment #5 Due






6
Tchaikovsky – Romeo and Juliet





8
Tchaikovsky – Romeo and Juliet


11
Tchaikovsky – Romeo and Juliet


13
Tchaikovsky – Romeo and Juliet


15
Conducting Assignment for Final Exam


18
Conducting Assignment for Final Exam; Programming Assignment #6 Due


20
Conducting Assignment for Final Exam


22
Conducting Assignment for Final Exam


25
Conducting Assignment for Final Exam




27 
Conducting Assignment for Final Exam


29
Final Conducting Exam with UNT Concert Orchestra
