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ORCHESTRAL CONDUCTING

MUAG 3870.002
FALL, 2011
Instructor:

Dr. Clay Couturiaux, Assistant Director of Orchestral Studies

clay.couturiaux@unt.edu

Murchison Performing Arts Center, Room 137 

940-565-3732 (office)
Office Hours:


by appointment
Textbook:


No textbook.  Certain score copies may be provided by instructor; you are welcome to purchase your 

own scores – consult instructor for advice on editions.  Most public domain scores may be downloaded 

online at:  http://imslp.org/wiki/Main_Page
Materials:


• Baton

• 3-ring binder

• SD card (2 gb minimum)
• Your Instrument

Expected Outcomes:


Students will have made significant improvements in knowledge and ability in the following areas:


1. Physical technique of conducting.


2. Score study and analysis.


3. Orchestral repertoire.


4. Knowledge of orchestral instruments and mainstream audition excerpts.


5. Rehearsal technique.

Methods for Assessing the Expected Outcomes:


1. Instructor’s assessment of improvement in physical technique of conducting.


2. Instructor’s assessment of improvement in accompanying and other related techniques.


3. Instructor’s assessment of the student’s score study.


4. Instructor’s assessment of improvement and knowledge of orchestral instruments and other related issues.

Course Requirements:
Conducting:


Students will receive a grade each time they conduct from the podium.  The major portion of the 

grade will pertain to how well the student knows the score.  Each student will be expected 



to conduct the assigned musical excerpt in class with the class members as the ensemble.  
Absence from class on a pre-assigned conducting assignment will result in the student being passed 

over for that conducting sequence, with a grade of zero or no credit. The instructor, in advance of 
the absence, may approve exceptions. The opportunity to make up a missed conducting assignment 
will be at the discretion of the instructor and will be rare.

Attendance and Class Participation:



Attendance is expected for all scheduled classes.  The nature of the course requires active participation and interaction among all class members at all times.  Absences will result in a lowering of the final grade as follows:

2 no affect

3 reduction of 1 letter grade

4 reduction of 2 letter grades

5 reduction of 3 letter grades

6(+)
 grade of WF if withdrawal is requested, or final grade of F







*Each tardy will be counted as ½ an absence

Written and Reading Assignments:



Students need to acquire a 3-ring binder for accumulated written and reading assignments.  


Assignments are to be turned in on white 8½ x 11 paper, typewritten, with three-hole punches 


for binder.  
CONDUCTOR SELF-EVALUATIONS:
Students will be required to evaluate their own conducting by completing a self-evaluation form after  reviewing each conducting session recorded on the SD card.  The self-evaluation form, provided by the instructor, is due the following class after the conducting session.

AUDITION EXCERPT ASSIGNMENT:

Provide one solo work and four common orchestral excerpts for two standard orchestral instruments as assigned by the instructor.  Student must provide a copy of the music (with the excerpt in brackets) for each excerpt and explain in writing the technical and musical challenges of each excerpt. 
DUE DATE: Mon, Oct 24
TERMS:



Terms Quiz #1 [Terms of a General Nature]

Terms Quiz #2 [Terms Affecting the Tempo and Time-Beating]

Terms Quiz #3[Terms Affecting the Handling of the Instruments Themselves]

READING ASSIGNMENTS:



Anatomy of the Orchestra by Norman Del Mar



SECTION I: THE STRINGS – Chapters 1-10; QUIZ #1: Wed, Sept 7
SECTION I: THE STRINGS – Chapters 11-16; QUIZ #2: Mon, Sept 12
SECTION I: THE STRINGS – Chapters 17-24; QUIZ #3: Mon, Sept 19
SECTION II: THE WOODWIND – Chapters 1-3; QUIZ #4: Mon, Sept 26
SECTION II: THE WOODWIND – Chapters 4-7; QUIZ #5: Mon, Oct 3
SECTION II: THE WOODWIND – Chapters 8-12; QUIZ #6: Mon, Oct 10
SECTION III: HORNS – Chapters 1-8; QUIZ #7: Mon, Oct 17
SECTION III: HORNS – Chapters 9-12; QUIZ #8: Mon, Oct 24
SECTION IV: THE HEAVY BRASS – Chapters 1-5; QUIZ #9: Mon, Oct 31
SECTION IV: THE HEAVY BRASS – Chapters 6-11; QUIZ #10: Mon, Nov 7
SECTION V: TIMPANI AND PERCUSSION – Part  I: Timpani – Chapters 1-10; 
QUIZ #11: Mon, Nov 14
SECTION V: TIMPANI AND PERCUSSION – Part II: Percussion – Chapters 1-5[Glockenspiel]; 
QUIZ #12: Mon, Nov 21
SECTION V: TIMPANI AND PERCUSSION – Part II: Percussion – Ch. 5[Xylophone-Flexatone]; 
QUIZ #13: Mon, Nov 28
Grading:



Attendance; In-Class Conducting Experience 





45%


Reading Assignments








15%


Written Assignments








15%

Final Conducting Exam with UNT Concert Orchestra (December 2, 2011; 12:15-2:05pm)

25%
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

August

26
Receive syllabus, terms list, and scores 








[Couturiaux in Orchestral Studies Auditions]

29
Terms Quiz #1; Introduction to Orchestral Conducting; Receive reading assignments


31
Rimsky-Korsakov: Capriccio Espagnol
September

Rimsky-Korsakov: Capriccio Espagnol


2
Rimsky-Korsakov: Capriccio Espagnol


7
Reading Quiz #1; Rimsky-Korsakov: Capriccio Espagnol


9
Rimsky-Korsakov: Capriccio Espagnol


12
Reading Quiz #2; Rimsky-Korsakov: Capriccio Espagnol 

14
Rimsky-Korsakov: Capriccio Espagnol; Programming Assignment #1 Due
16
Rimsky-Korsakov: Capriccio Espagnol
19
Reading Quiz #3; Wagner: Prelude und Liebestod from Tristan und Isolde
21
Wagner: Prelude und Liebestod from Tristan und Isolde
23
Wagner: Prelude und Liebestod from Tristan und Isolde
26
Reading Quiz #4; Wagner: Prelude und Liebestod from Tristan und Isolde 

28
Wagner: Prelude und Liebestod from Tristan und Isolde
30
Terms Quiz #2; Wagner: Prelude und Liebestod from Tristan und Isolde
October

3
Reading Quiz #5; Wagner: Prelude und Liebestod from Tristan und Isolde


5
Wagner: Prelude und Liebestod from Tristan und Isolde


7
Wagner: Prelude und Liebestod from Tristan und Isolde


10
Reading Quiz #6; Schumann: Symphony No. 1 in B-flat Major, Op. 38 “Spring”



12
Schumann: Symphony No. 1







14
Schumann: Symphony No. 1







17
Reading Quiz #7; Schumann: Symphony No. 1







19
Schumann: Symphony No. 1









21
Schumann: Symphony No. 1









24
Reading Quiz #8; Discuss Audition Excerpt Assignment; Schumann: Symphony No. 1


26
Schumann: Symphony No. 1







28
Schumann: Symphony No. 1









31
Reading Quiz #9; Schumann: Symphony No. 1



November 
2
Schumann: Symphony No. 1








4
Terms Quiz #3; Schumann: Symphony No. 1









7
Reading Quiz #10; Schumann: Symphony No. 1






9
Assignment for Final Conducting Exam




11
Assignment for Final Conducting Exam








14
Reading Quiz #11; Assignment for Final Conducting Exam


16
Assignment for Final Conducting Exam




18
Assignment for Final Conducting Exam



21
Reading Quiz #12; Assignment for Final Conducting Exam


23
Assignment for Final Conducting Exam


28
Reading Quiz #13; Assignment for Final Conducting Exam


30
Assignment for Final Conducting Exam
December 
2
Final Conducting Exam with UNT Concert Orchestra

