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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course offers an overview of the history and culture of the Third Reich (1933–1945) and the German postwar period until the foundation of the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic in 1949.

When Adolf Hitler was elected Reichskanzler in 1933, there was still hope among the political opposition that his reign would only last a short period of time. However, the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP) was able to eliminate the last vestiges of the Weimar Republic with a rapid succession of emergency decrees. While Hitler rallied the German people behind him with the promise of a new Reich that would be strong and prosperous, members of the German Communist Party (KPD) and Social Democratic Party (SPD) were taken into “protective custody” either to be tortured or executed. As German society became gleichgeschaltet, the exclusionary and racist nature of the Nazi ideology became overt. Jewish-German nationals and other ethnic minorities were discriminated against and turned into second-class citizens. Other members of society, the so-called “handicapped,” “asocial,” and “homosexual” people that were considered harmful to the health of the “Aryan” racial state, faced sterilization, imprisonment, or murder. Artists and writers, whose work became derided as degenerate, were silenced or had to leave for exile. To fulfill Hitler’s vision of new Lebensraum in Eastern Europe, Germany’s labor force was mobilized to rearm and strengthen its military. The outbreak of the Second World War unleashed unimaginable horrors onto the world: the brutal occupation of Poland, the murder of more than six million Jews, and the Allied bombardments of Germany’s urban centers. After the unconditional surrender on May 8th, 1945, the German nation faced a changed reality. Berlin and the rest of Germany were in complete ruins and occupied by the Allied military powers. Facing the full extend of Hitler’s terror regime, the Germans underwent the process of Entnazifizierung. Thousands of ethnic German refugees, the so-called Heimatvertriebene, fleeing from the eastern territories had to carve out a new existence in the west. Amidst the debris and the beginning stages of the Cold War, the Germans in the Western zones controlled by the United States, Britain and France laid the foundation of a democratic state, the Federal German Republic. With the creation of the German Democratic Republic in the Soviet occupied zone on October 7th, 1949, Germany would remain a divided country for the next forty years.

Please note: You are expected to have a good grasp of intermediate German grammar concepts (although you are responsible for reviewing grammar that still presents you with difficulties, your instructor will be very happy to assist you in these efforts). Occasionally, we may revisit some fundamental grammatical concepts, but grammar is not specifically taught in this course.

REQUIRED TEXTS:
Michael Burleigh and Wolfgang Wippermann: The Racial State. Germany 1933-1945. Cambridge University Press, 1991. ISBN: 0-521-39802-9.

Wolfgang Borchert: Draußen vor der Tür. Einfach Deutsch. Schöningh, 2004. ISBN: 978-3-14-0222341-6.

Stefan Zweig: Schachnovelle. Fischer 1999. ISBN: 3-596-21522-6.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
· Analyze and discuss the German history and culture from 1933-1949. This includes Nazi propaganda films (Hitlerjunge Quex, Triumph des Willens, Ich klage an, Die große Liebe), exile literature (Schachnovelle by Stefan Zweig), representations of the Holocaust (Die Ermittlung by Peter Weiss), the first German postwar film Die Mörder sind unter uns, and Wolfgang Borchert’s postwar drama Draußen vor der Tür. A selection of secondary literature in English will provide additional background information on the racial, cultural, and socio-economic policies of the Nazi dictatorship. 
· A critical assessment of Hitler’s short- and long-term goals that goes beyond facile talking points. In our polarized society, the term “Nazi” is used to slander political opponents without any clear understanding of its socio-political connotations, which amounts to the disrespect for the countless victims of National Socialism. The exposure to the fallout of the Nazi era offers crucial lessons as we are facing renewed challenges to the stability and longevity of our democratic institutions.

· Respond critically to the racial ideology of the National Socialist dictatorship which led to World War II and genocide. This will be achieved through homework and essay assignments.

· Further expand and hone your German language skills through writing, speaking, and reading.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1. Attendance and class participation: Regular attendance is required. Repeated unexcused absences and tardiness will affect your grade significantly. Three tardies is the equivalent of one absence. Leaving class before the end of the period will be considered an absence. You are allowed a maximum of three (3) absences, whether excused or unexcused, without penalty. After three absences, your final grade will suffer in percent (1 percent will be deducted from the final grade for each unexcused absence). After the eighth absence, you will receive a failing grade for the entire class. Excused absences are only: A.) illness with doctor's documentation, B.) official university sponsored activities, and C.) the observance of certain religious holidays (see University Class Attendance Regulations in the UNT Policy Manual http://policy.unt.edu/policy/15-2-5 for details). 
Class participation: In addition to being physically present, you are also expected to be intellectually present in class and to remain engaged with the discussion topic at hand. Participation also includes the focused reading or watching of the materials under discussion, taking notes, and generally contribute towards a conducive learning environment for yourself and your classmates.

2. Homework: Daily homework assignments will comprise readings from primary texts in German and secondary texts in English. I expect that you come to class prepared and having completed the homework assigned for that day. This is a condition of you being able to participate actively and productively in class. I do no accept late homework unless this has been cleared with me in advance. Additionally, if you haven’t completed the reading for a particular class, you can’t participate, which will negatively impact your homework and participation grade.

3. Essays: Over the course of the semester, you will write 2 two-page summaries (each of them giving a brief overview of materials covered during the class periods) and one 1 five-page research paper (minimum) on a specific topic. During the semester, you will be provided with a list of possible research topics.

4. Presentation: One group presentation will be given once during the semester. The instructor will give you information about the topics and format (group of 2–3 students, 4–5 minutes for each student, in German) at the beginning of the semester.

5. Midterm and Final Exam: At the middle and at the end of the semester, you will be taking a comprehensive exam in German. It will consist of questions on the readings and discussions of the class. In preparation of this exam, you will be turning in homework regularly and write essays of various lengths. Note that taking notes during class will immensely help you!

COURSE EVALUATION:
	Attendance and Active participation

10%

Daily Homework



20%

Summary Papers (2)



15%

Research Paper (1)                                          15%

Presentation (1)



10%

Midterm Exam



15%

Final Exam




15%


	Grade Distribution:

A = 100 – 90%

B = 89.9 – 80%

C = 79.9 – 70%

D = 69.9 – 60%

F = 59.9 – 0%




General Course and University Guidelines:

1. Canvas: All course assignments and materials will be posted on the course Canvas site – if you are unable to attend a particular class, it is your responsibility to go to Canvas to get that day’s assignment. 

2. Course communication: The instructor will communicate with students through Canvas Announcements and through UNT e-mail. All e-mail will be sent to students’ UNT e-mail accounts. It is the students’ responsibility to check UNT e-mail regularly or have UNT e-mail forwarded to another account. In addition, the instructor will only respond to student e-mail if it is sent from the official UNT account. 

3. Cell phones and laptops: The instructor utilizes technology and other media in the learning process. Cell phones, iPads, tablets, and laptops may be used to access online resources during instruction. Texting, game playing, Facebook are not permitted. If it is determined that cell phones, etc. are being used for anything other than educational purposes, the student will receive a grade of 0 for that day’s class participation grade. 

4. Academic integrity: All work submitted in your name must be your own work. Submitting someone else’s work is plagiarism. Cheating and plagiarism are serious matters. The usual penalties for these offenses include failure for the assignment, failure in the course. 
5. Use of generative ai in the course: The use of generative AI is strictly prohibited in this course. The use of generative AI tools is not permitted on writing assignments. By submitting a writing assignment, you attest that you are the only and original author.

6. Class recordings & student likenesses: Synchronous (live) sessions in this course will be recorded for students enrolled in this class section to refer to throughout the semester. Class recordings are the intellectual property of the university or instructor and are reserved for use only by students in this class and only for educational purposes. Students may not post or otherwise share the recordings outside the class, or outside the Canvas Learning Management System, in any form. Failing to follow this restriction is a violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and could lead to disciplinary action.
7. Religious holidays: In accordance with Section 51.911 of the Texas Education Code, UNT will allow a student who is absent from class for observance of a religious holy day to take an examination or complete an assignment scheduled for that day within a reasonable time. Students are required to file a written request with each professor within the first 15 days of the semester to qualify for an excused absence. A copy of the state rules and procedures regarding holy days and the form for notification of absence from each class under this provision are available from the Registrar’s Office. 

8. Disability accommodation: The University of North Texas makes reasonable accommodation for students with disabilities. Students needing a reasonable academic accommodations must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the student will request their letter of accommodation. ODA will provide faculty with a reasonable accommodation letter via email to begin a private discussion regarding a student’s specific needs in a course. Students may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to meet with faculty regarding their accommodations during office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website.
For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website at https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access. You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.
9. Acceptable student behavior in the classroom: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012
10. Emergency Notification & Procedures: UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify you with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). The system sends voice messages (and text messages upon permission) to the phones of all active faculty, staff, and students. Please make certain to update your phone numbers at www.my.unt.edu. Some helpful emergency preparedness actions include: 1) ensuring you know the evacuation routes and severe weather shelter areas, determining how you will contact family and friends if phones are temporarily unavailable, and identifying where you will go if you need to evacuate the Denton area suddenly. In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials. 

11. Student Perceptions of Teaching: The Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you towards the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught. I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SPOT to be an important part of your participation in this class. 

12. Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault: UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 

 

UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources.

The UNT Survivor Advocates can be reached by emailing SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or calling 940-565-2648. The UNT Survivor Advocates connect students who have been impacted by violence to resources (counseling, health, safety, academics, legal, etc.), and act as their advocate. They can assist a student by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change (if needed), and connecting students to the many other resources that are available, both on and off campus. They are here to help! For more information see https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sexual-misconduct/reporting-sexual-misconduct
13. Important Dates and Deadlines: Students should familiarize themselves with the Registrar’s office dates and deadlines by visiting this website: https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guide. I consider the SPOT to be an important part of your participation in this class.
Vorläufiger Semesterplan: Ich behalte mir das Recht vor, während des Semesters Veränderungen anzubringen.
	
	
	Themen:
	Termine:

	Woche

1
	Dienstag, 18.08.
	Willkommen & sich kennen lernen
	

	
	Donnerstag, 20.08. 
	Barbarische Utopien: Rassenideologien in Deutschland
	Racial State: S. 21–43
Auswahl des Referatsthemas angeben

	Woche

2
	Dienstag, 25.08.
	Machtergreifung und Gleichschaltung
	Handout lesen



	
	Donnerstag, 27.08.
	Filme des Dritten Reichs I

Leni Riefenstahl:
Triumph des Willens
	Handout lesen

	Woche

3
	Dienstag, 01.09.
	Leni Riefenstahl

Triumph des Willens
	

	
	Donnerstag, 03.09.
	Leni Riefenstahl

Triumph des Willens
	Handout lesen

	Woche

4
	Dienstag, 08.09.
	Jugend im Dritten Reich
	Racial State: S. 202–241

Summary #1 Triumph des Willens

	
	Donnerstag, 10.09.
	 Filme des Dritten Reichs II

Hans Steinhoff:
Hitlerjunge Quex (1934)

	Handout lesen Filmreferat



	Woche

5
	Dienstag, 15.09.
	Hans Steinhoff

Hitlerjunge Quex

	

	
	Donnerstag, 17.09.
	Kunst im Dritten Reich
	Referat: Entartete Kunst

Handout lesen

	Woche

6
	Dienstag, 22.09.
	Exilliteratur:

Stefan Zweig: Schachnovelle
	Referat: Stefan Zweig

Lesen Sie S. 7–21

	
	Donnerstag, 24.09.
	Kein Unterricht
	Turn in take-home midterm exam


	Woche

7
	Dienstag, 29.09.
	Exilliteratur: Schachnovelle
	Lesen Sie S. 21–48

	
	Donnerstag, 01.10. 
	Exilliteratur: Schachnovelle
	Lesen Sie S. 49–67

	Woche

8
	Dienstag, 06.10.
	Exilliteratur: Schachnovelle
	Lesen Sie S. 67–92

	
	Donnerstag, 08.10.
	Exilliteratur: Schachnovelle
	Lesen Sie S. 92–110

	Woche

9
	Dienstag, 13.10.
	Die Verfolgung der „Erbkranken“, „Asozialen“ und „Homosexuellen“

	Racial State: 136–197



	
	Donnerstag, 15.10.
	Filme des Dritten Reichs III

Wolfgang Liebeneier:
Ich klage an
	Filmreferat

Submit research paper proposal


	Woche

10
	Dienstag, 20.10.
	Wolfgang Liebeneier:
Ich klage an
	Summary #2 Schachnovelle

	
	Donnerstag, 22.10.
	Der Holocaust: Die Verfolgung und der Juden
	Racial State: S. 77–112



	Woche

11
	Dienstag, 27.10.
	Peter Weiss: Die Ermittlung
	Autorenreferat: Peter Weiss

Handout lesen

	
	Donnerstag, 29.10.
	Peter Weiss: Die Ermittlung
	Handout lesen



	Woche

12
	Dienstag, 03.11.
	Filme des Dritten Reichs

IV
Rolf Hansen: Die große Liebe (1942)
	

	
	Donnerstag, 05.11.
	Rolf Hansen: Die große Liebe (1942)
	

	Woche

13
	Dienstag, 10.11.
	Trümmerliteratur:

Wolfgang Borchert: Draußen vor der Tür
	Autorenreferat: Wolfgang Borchert

Lesen Sie S. 7–25 (Szene 1–2)



	
	Donnerstag, 12.11.
	Draußen vor der Tür
	Lesen Sie S. 25–57 (Zeile 23)

	Woche

14
	Dienstag, 17.11.
	Draußen vor der Tür
	Lesen Sie S. 57–72



	
	Donnerstag, 19.11.
	Trümmerfilm:

Wolfgang Staudte:
Die Mörder sind unter uns


	Filmreferat

	Woche

15
	Dienstag, 24.11.
	Thanksgiving

Kein Unterricht
	

	
	Donnerstag, 26.11.
	Thanksgiving

Kein Unterricht
	

	Woche

16
	Dienstag, 01.12.
	Wolfgang Staudte

Die Mörder sind unter uns


	Research Paper due



	
	Donnerstag, 03.12
	Rückblick und Vorbereitung für das Schlussexamen
	

	Woche

17
	
	Schlussexamen
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