MUET 5020/ANTH 4700: “Anthropology of Sound” - Fall 2026
Professor: Dr. Cathy Ragland
Email: catherine.ragland@unt.edu
Office Hours, Tuesdays 2-3pm via Zoom. Meeting link: 
https://unt.zoom.us/j/83094140647
and Wednesdays 4-5pm in person, rm# 318 (College of Music bldg.) OR contact me via email to arrange another time/date. 
Class Meetings: Wednesdays 1-3:50pm in room# 295 (College of Music bldg.)                                                                      
                                                                  Course Description
What is a seminar?  A seminar is a collaborative community of scholars who engage critically with shared readings while developing individual research interests. Successful seminars depend on active participation, thoughtful preparation, and a willingness to test ideas in conversation with others. Throughout this semester, it is my hope that you will move from engaging foundational readings toward developing your own sound-focused questions and projects.
What is this seminar about?  We are surrounded by sound, yet researchers often overlook how listening can deepen our understanding of people, places, and social life. This seminar introduces students to key ideas in sound studies and their intersections with anthropology, ethnomusicology, performance studies, and creative practice through topics such as listening, voice, music, noise, soundscapes, technology, memory, and the environment.
More importantly, this course explores how thinking critically about sound can strengthen research and methodology. Rather than treating sound as simply an object of study, we will consider how attention to sound can help us ask new questions, notice different forms of social experience, and develop richer ethnographic approaches. Sound can reveal aspects of culture, identity, power, place, and everyday life that often remain hidden when we rely primarily on what people say or what we see. 
By the end of the semester, students will be familiar with foundational scholarship in sound studies and will be able to use listening and sonic analysis as tools for developing their own research projects, learning to think through sound as a way of generating new questions, methods, and insights for ethnographic and interdisciplinary research.
Books
You are not required to purchase books for this class. I will post readings on Canvas from the following books along with other selected book chapters and articles:
Attali, Jacques. 1977. Noise: The Political Economy of Music. Translated by Brian Massumi. University of Minnesota Press.
Bull, Michael and Les Back, eds. 2003. The Auditory Culture Reader. Berg. 
Novak, David and Matt Sakakeeny, eds. 2015. Keywords in Sound. Duke University Press.
Sterne, Jonathan, ed. 2012. The Sound Studies Reader. Routledge. (in class library on Canvas)
Activities, Assignments, and Evaluation
Attendance & Participation in Class Discussions (25% - 25 points)
I expect everyone to attend and participate regularly in class discussions. You should come every week ready to discuss the readings. I notice (and appreciate it) when students make good contributions to the course on the discussion posts and in-class discussions and presentations.
Participation will be evaluated based on:
Consistent attendance and preparation Demonstrated engagement with assigned readings and media Thoughtful contributions to discussion Respectful dialogue with classmates Ability to connect readings to broader theoretical or methodological questions
Requirements for class discussion are as follows: good faith, attention to the readings, and relevance to the course. If you have something critical to say, be ready to explain how the article/chapter could be improved. If you disagree with the premise of the article/chapter, then read for what motivates the argument.  
Since this class is relatively small, I won’t send around an attendance sign-up sheet. However, if you have three un-excused absences, your final grade drops down a full letter grade. I understand there may be an emergency, however, always discuss with me in advance if you will be absent from class. This is important both for my sake and for better facilitation of our class time which relies on student participation and preparation of materials for discussion.
Mostly Weekly Participation/Discussion-leading Assignments and Posts 
Most weeks we will read a short “key word” essay along with at least one or two chapters or articles. These may be replaced with a video or podcast.
These reading assignments will be the basis for class discussion. It is essential that they are completed fully and on time, in advance of our class meetings. Areas to be evaluated as a part of the final grade: attendance, preparation and participation, quality of individual/team work, both oral and written. Evaluation of quality will take into account accuracy, logic, organization, clarity, pertinence to the general topic, writing, citation practices, and overall effectiveness (see, assignment rubrics for more on evaluation methods). Plan for your weekly participation! Each student will have a responsibility as a discussant for assigned readings.
Discussion Posts: Most weeks, everyone will submit a discussion post on readings and/or a Special Assignment. In the posts, submit a question and/or argument(s) you would like to discuss/challenge/elaborate on in the class.
Special Assignments (see details in “To Do” folder in Canvas)
a. Soundwalk: Listening Across Disciplines - Due: September 9. Conduct two soundwalks in contrasting locations and analyze them through the lens of your own disciplinary training and course readings so far. Be prepared to discuss in class.
b. Sound Word essay - Due: September 23. Choose a word describing a particular kind of sound — e.g., ring, ping, zoom, whoosh, clang, buzz, bang, sigh, hush — and try to reconstruct a possible history of the word. Let me know your word choice by 11:59pm Friday, Sept. 4.
c. Thinking Through Sound: A Methodological Reflection – Due by 11:59pm, Friday, October 28. Throughout the semester, we will examine sound not only as an object of analysis but also as a way of generating knowledge. This assignment asks you to reflect on how attention to sound, listening, and sonic experience can shape research questions, methods, and forms of inquiry.                                                       
d. Book Critique Presentations - Due November 4 and 11. Sound Studies Book Report/Critique presented to class using power point, prezi or other presentation format. Choose a book from a list I will place in Canvas. If you want to propose a book that is not on the list, you must have my approval. Let’s talk! This is a presentation only assignment. No written paper. Submit in Canvas prior to class meeting. Please review the book list in this module and send me your 1st and 2nd choice by email no later than, 11:59pm Friday, Sept. 11.
Final Paper/Project Options 
The individual paper will have the following general components: The paper will have a title page and be typed in 12-point font using Times Roman font style, double-spaced. All pages, except the title page should be numbered. A title page will list the title of paper, date, course name and number, instructor’s name. Each paper should have complete bibliographic references given, including web page links. All citations given in the paper should include last name of author, year of publication, and page number. Please use Chicago Manuel of Style for citations and formatting.
You have three options for the final paper/project (open to interpretation/discussion, please discuss with me in advance):
1. Synthesis/Analysis Research Paper
Synthesize a methodological or theoretical approach (or approaches) from a few of the readings assigned for the course and apply it to your own sound study of a phenomenon out in the world. This paper may include some original research, but it is not intended to be a massive research undertaking. Proposals for this option should include a discussion of the proposed theoretical or methodological framework and your chosen object of study. If research is required, you should explain what it is and how you will finish it by the end of the term. Ideally, proposals will also discuss early hypotheses or “try out” an aspect of your approach.
   2. A research paper that involves some fieldwork (if possible) and methodological approach that engages and answers a particular intellectual question. This option must engage with a topic/or topics discussed in class readings. The paper should also engage in at least one sound studies project by another scholar. (Approx. 12 pages). 
   3. Sound Project/Paper This project and short paper may be the most difficult, but for some, the most rewarding. It can be a combination video/audio-sound project/podcast/composition sound art/installation, multi-media project, etc. with a written paper of at least 8 (no more than 10) pages.
Proposal: Everyone must talk to me me about your topic before submitting a proposal. Proposal should be 1.5 to 2-pages (with selected bibliography) - Due by 11:59pm, Friday, Nov. 6 in Canvas.
Final project/paper presentations happen on November 18 (before Thanksgiving Break) and December 2nd (in class). We can also do them December 2 and 9 (following Wednesday). Let’s discuss this in class!
Final Papers/Projects should be submitted by 11:59pm, Wednesday, December 9 in Canvas. 
Course Schedule
Topics and readings posted in Canvas modules are subject to change*
Week 1 (Aug 19): Class Introduction/Organization/Concepts/Goals; Review Syllabus; Student Introductions 
Week 2 (Aug 26): Thinking about Sound
Week 3 (Sept. 2) - Human/Non-Human Acoustemologies - Sound word choice by Friday, Sept 4.
Week 4 (Sept 9):   From Sound to Soundscapes - Due: Special Assignment #1: "Comparative Soundwalk: Listening Across Disciplines
Week 5 (Sept 16):  Toward an Anthropology of the Senses  
Week 6 (Sept 23):  Sound in Places and Spaces - Due: Special Assignment #2: Sound Word Essay
Week 7 (Sept 30): Sound, Culture, Technology I: Historical Acoustemologies
Week 8 (Oct 7): Sound, Culture, Technology II: Sound Reproduction
Week 9: (Oct 14) Voice, Power, Affect oice, Power, Affect 
*Week 10: (Oct 21): Sounding Decolonial Futures – DUE: Proposal for Final Paper/Project by end of week, Friday, Oct.23, 11:59pm.
Week 11: (Oct 28): Sound Art: On Noise, Experimentations, and DIY - Due: Special Assignment #3: "Thinking Through Sound: A Methodological Reflection"
Week 11: (Nov 4): DUE: Special Assignment #4 "Book Critique Presentations" Presentation handout and/or Powerpoint for chosen book - Submit Powerpoint (or another format) for class presentation (no written essay required). Also due by11:59pm, Fridaty, Nov. 6 is final paper/project proposal.
Week 12 (Nov 11): Book critiques (cont.) + Thinking Through Sound: A Methodological Reflection
Week 14 (Nov 18): Due: Final Project/Paper Presentations, Pt. 1
********Thanksgiving Week Break - Nov 25-29 (no classes)*********
Week 15 (Dec 2):  Due: Final Project/Paper Presentations, Pt.2
Final Papers Due in Canvas by end of day, Wednesday, Dec 9. 
Important Statement on AI (for MUET 5020/Anth 4700) In this course, we examine how music crosses borders, builds communities, and evolves through human experience. While generative AI tools (such as ChatGPT, Copilot, or Gemini) can support your initial research process, music and cultural analysis require your unique human voice and critical perspective.
Permitted Uses (Assignments & Projects): You may use generative AI as a tool for brainstorming research topics, outlining essays, or proofreading your own writing. Writing & Analysis: You may not use AI to write final papers, generate close-readings of musical tracks, or draft discussion board posts. Your analysis must reflect your own critical thinking. Citation & Disclosure Requirement: If you use generative AI to assist with brainstorming or outlining an assignment, you must transparently disclose its use. Following the Chicago Manual of Style for AI attribution, you must include a footnote or an end-of-text disclosure formatted as follows: 
Format: Response to "[Your Exact Prompt]," [AI Tool Name and Version], [Company Name], [Date of Prompt], [URL].Example: Response to "Help me brainstorm three research topics connecting mariachi music to identity politics in Los Angeles," ChatGPT-4o, OpenAI, September 14, 2026, chatgpt.com.                                                        
 Graduate Student Expectation re: AIGraduate students are expected to engage in deeper theoretical critique. AI tools often rely on generalized data and struggle with nuanced cultural or regional contexts. Relying on AI for advanced analysis will limit the depth required for graduate-level work.  
DEFIBRILLATORS IN THE COLLEGE OF MUSIC · Music Building: Across from the west side of the Music Commons, directly across from the elevator · Music Building: Third floor hallway, across from the staircase that comes up from the Copy Room. Next to Room 322 · Music Building: Across from the Copy Room next to Room 293 · Music Building: Voertman Lobby by the big double set of doors that lead out to the courtyard · Music Building: Main Office (247) under the student worker’s desk · Music Annex: Next to room MA117, near the triple set of doors on the east side of the building · Music Practice Building North: First floor on the Avenue C side · Music Practice Building South: First floor on the Avenue C side · Bain Hall: First floor by the restrooms · Murchison Performing Arts Center: Located off the main lobby, beyond the grand staircase, across from the single occupancy restroom (next to the public water fountains)
 ACADEMIC INTEGRITY Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. See: Academic Integrity LINK: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003Links to an external site.
 STUDENT BEHAVIOR Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. See: Student Code of Conduct Link: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
Links to an external site.
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect. See: Eagle Connect LINK: eagleconnect.unt.edu/
ODA STATEMENT The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter. You can now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. You may wish to begin a private discussion with your professors regarding your specific needs in a course. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester. For additional information see the Office of Disability Access. See: ODA LINK: disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323)
Health and Safety InformationStudents can access information about health and safety at: https://music.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness
Registration Information for Students See: Fall Academic Calendar Information Link: https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html
Semester Calendar, Fall 2026 See: Fall Semester Calendar Link: https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress UndergraduatesA student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total hours registered. Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan. If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility. Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses.
at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course before doing so. See: Financial Aid LINK: http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
Links to an external site.
Graduates A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA. Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program. If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course. See: Financial Aid LINK:

COUNSELING AND TESTING UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor for students in need. Please visit the Center’s website for further information: See: Counseling and Testing Link: http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services. For more information on mental health resources, please visit: See: Mental Health Resources Link: https://disparities.unt.edu/mental-health-resources
Links to an external site.
ADD/DROP POLICYPlease be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for financial aid. In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment, you may be required to begin paying back your student loans. See Academic Calendar (listed above) for additional add/drop Information. Drop Information: 

https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-academic-calendar.html 
IMPORTANT UNIVERSITY POLICY INFORMATION
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those
authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. See: Academic Integrity LINK: https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf
STUDENT BEHAVIOR
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. See: Student Code of Conduct Link: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect. See: Eagle Connect LINK: eagleconnect.unt.edu/
ODA STATEMENT
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter. You can now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. You may wish to begin a private discussion with your professors regarding your specific needs in a course.
Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester.For additional information see the Office of Disability Access. See: ODA LINK: disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323) 
UNT Policy Statement on Diversity
UNT values diversity and individuality as part of advancing ideals of human worth, dignity and academic excellence. Diverse viewpoints enrich open discussion, foster the examination of values and exposure of biases, help educate people in rational conflict resolution and responsive leadership, and prepare us for the complexities of a pluralistic society. As such, UNT is committed to maintaining an open, welcoming atmosphere that attracts qualified students, staff, and faculty from all groups to support their success. UNT does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status in its application and admission process, educational programs and activities, employment policies and use of university facilities. See: Diversity and Inclusion Link: https://idea.unt.edu/diversity-inclusion 
Health and Safety Information
Students can access information about health and safety at: https://music.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness
Registration Information for Students See: Registration Information Link: https://registrar.unt.edu/students
Academic Calendar at a Glance, Spring, 2022 See: Academic Calendar at a Glance
Link: https://registrar.unt.edu/sites/default/files/Spring_2022_Academic_Calendar.pdf
Final Exam Schedule See: Spring, 2022 Final Exam Schedule https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/spring
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress
Graduates Students
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA. Students cannot exceed the maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program. If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course. See: Financial Aid LINK: http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals
without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates. See: FERPA Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 
COUNSELING AND TESTING
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor whose position includes 16 hours per week of dedicated service to students in the College of Music and the College of Visual Arts and Design. Please visit the Center’s website for further information: See: Counseling and Testing Link: http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.
For more information on mental health issues, please visit: See: Mental Health Issues Link: https://speakout.unt.edu.
The counselor for music students is:
Myriam Reynolds
Chestnut Hall, Suite 311
(940) 565-2741 Myriam.reynolds@unt.edu
ADD/DROP POLICY
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for financial aid. In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required to begin paying back your student loans. After the 12th class day, students must first submit a completed “Request to Drop” form to the Registrar’s Office. The last day for a student to drop a class in Fall, 2021 is November 12. Information about add/drop may be found at: See: Drops and Withdrawals Link: https://sfs.unt.edu/class-drop-and-withdrawal-refunds
(Also see Academic Calendar, listed above) 
STUDENT RESOURCES
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students. For a complete list, go to: See: Student Resources Link: https://www.unt.edu/sites/default/files/resource_sheet.pdf

